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FOREWORD 
THE Colorado State Board of Immigration was established by 

act of the Legislature in 1909 for the purpose of advancing, 
through legitimate publicity and in other ways, the develop-

ment of agriculture, mining, manufacturing and other industries in 
Colorado. Its field has expanded year by year until at the present 
time it is the recognized authority of the state on all questions within 
its scope. 

The contour, climatic conditions and industries of the state vary 
widely because of the natural boundaries established by the Rocky 
mountains, and in order that each district may be treated with refer-
ence to conditions peculiar to it because of altitude and climate, the 
state has been divided into seven districts, each of which includes 
counties where conditions are approximately uniform. The districts 
are known as the South Platte Valley, the Great Plains, the Arkansas 
Valley, the San Luis Valley, the San. Juan District, the Western Slope 
and the Northwest Plateau, each being treated in a separate booklet. 

Every effort is made to secure information of an authoritative 
character and to avoid the optimistic predictions of the enthusiast. 
It is the purpose of this department to furnish to the prospective 
citizen of Colorado authentic information concerning conditions in 
any part of the state. The department has no land to sell, nor does 
it represent, directly or indirectly, anyone having land to sell. 

The department invites correspondence from anyone who is 
thinking of making Colorado his home. No state in the Union offers 
better opportunities for those of limited means if they possess energy, 
industry and intelligence. The truth about Colorado needs no exag-
geration. 

EDWARD D . FOSTER, Commissioner of Immigration. 
TOLBERT R . INGRAM, Deputy and Statistician. 

STATE BOARD OP IMMIGRATION 

H O N . W I L L I A M H . A D A M S , Governor, President 
FRED M. B E T Z , Lamar T H O M A S L Y T L E , Montrose 

NEIL W . KIMBALL., Craig 
6-1930 
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COLORADO lies almost in the center 
of that part of the United States 

west of the Mississippi river basin and 
in the east-central part of the Rocky 
Mountain region. The center of the 
state is approximately 1,500 miles west 
of the Atlantic seaboard, 800 miles east 
of the Pacific, 650 miles south of the 
Canadian border and 475 miles north 
of the Mexican border, measured by 
air lines due east and west and north 
and south. The state is bounded on 
the west by Utah, on the north by 
Wyoming and Nebraska, on the east by 
Kansas and Nebraska, and on the 
south by New Mexico and a small strip 
of the Oklahoma panhandle. 

The state contains the most elevated 
portions of the Rocky mountains in 
the United States, though there are 
higher altitudes in both California 
and Washington than are found in 
Colorado. The United States geological 
survey assigns to two peaks in Lake 
county the honor of being the highest 
points in the state. These are Mount 
Elbert and Mount Massive, each with 
an altitude of 14,402 feet. 

The highest point in the United 
States is Mount Whitney, California, 
14,501 feet. Colorado has the highest 
mean altitude of any state, only about 
one-fourth of its area being below 
5.000 feet, while approximately two-
thirds of it ranges from 6.000 to 14,000 
feet. It has at least 44 peaks that tow-

er 14.000 feet or higher above sea level, 
and approximately 1,000 having alti-
tudes o f more than 10,000 feet. Th e 
eastern two-fifths of the state lies in 
the Great Plains, and is a level or brok-
en prairie, crossed by the valleys of the 
Arkansas and South Platte rivers and 
their numerous tributaries, and rising 
gradually from the state line westward 
to the foothil ls of the Rockies . The 
main range of the Rocky mountains 
passes north and south through the 
central part of the state, with numer-
ous secondary ranges and spurs run-
ning in all directions, giving Colorado 
the greatest extent and widest varietv 
of mountain scenery found in any state. 
The western part lies in the Pacif ic 
watershed and contains the largest 
streams in the state. Its surface Is 
much more broken than that of the 
eastern part, embracing numerous high 
mesas and fertile, narrow agricultural 
valleys, and rising to the rugged and 
wonderful ly picturesque San Juan 
mountains in the southwest. In outline 
the state is almost a perfect rectangle, 
having the most regular f o rm of any 
state in the Union. It ranks seventh in 
size, with a land area of 66.341,120 
acres or 103,658 square miles. Its water 
area is 290 square miles, making the 
total area 103.948 square miles. It is 
more than twelve times as large as the 
state of Massachusetts, nearly twice 
as large as Iowa and about the same 



s ize as N e w Y o r k , Ohio , Connec t i cu t 
and N e w H a m p s h i r e c o m b i n e d . Its 
e x t r e m e length east and w e s t is about 
387 mi les , o r 37 mi les m o r e than the 
d i s t a n c e f r o m N e w Y o r k City to Port -
land, Maine , and its width approxi -
m a t e l y 276 mi les , about the s a m e as 
the d i s tance f r o m C h i c a g o to St. Louis . 

Natural Divisions—As a result of its 
large s ize and the e x t r e m e irregular i ty 
o f its s u r f a c e the state is d iv ided into 
a n u m b e r of d istr icts that s h o w cons id -
erab le var iat ion in t o p o g r a p h y , soil, cli-
m a t i c condi t ions , industr ies and prod-
ucts . T h e m o s t impor tant of these are 
the f o l l o w i n g : T h e non- irr igated prairie 
se c t i on in the eastern part of the 
state, popular ly r e f e r r e d to as "'East-
ern C o l o r a d o ; " the South Platte val ley , 
in the nor th and n o r t h e a s t ; the Arkan-
sas val ley , ex tend ing through the 
southern part of the eastern half of the 
s ta te ; the San Luis va l ley , a vast 
basin, the bed of an anc ient lake, ly ing 
in the south-central part of the state, 
a l m o s t w h o l l y surrounded by moun-
tain r a n g e s ; the San Juan basin, in 
the s o u t h w e s t ; the va l leys o f the Colo-
rado r iver and n u m e r o u s tr ibutary 
s t reams in the central -western part ; 
the rugged plateau distr icts drained b y 
the W h i t e and Y a m p a ( B e a r ) r ivers , in 
the n o r t h w e s t ; the mounta inous , min-
eral -bearing districts , ex tend ing in a 
broad , i rregular be l t a c ross the cen-
tral part o f the state f r o m W y o m i n g 
to the N e w M e x i c o l ine ; and the moun-
tain park distr icts , chief of w h i c h are 
N o f t h park, in J a c k s o n c o u n t y ; Midd le 
park, in Grand c o u n t y ; and South park 
in P a r k county . T h e s e last are very 
s imi lar to the San Luis val ley , but all 
have h igher a v e r a g e alt itudes and con-
sequent ly e n j o y less intens ive agricul -
tural deve l opment . In t o p o g r a p h y and 
c l imat i c cond i t i ons the South Platte 
and A r k a n s a s va l leys are v e r y s imi lar 
to the non- irr igated sec t ions of eastern 
Co lorado , but by reason of the fact that 
a large supply of water is avai lable in 
these va l leys f o r i rr igat ion they e n j o y 
t h e m o s t e x t e n s i v e agr icultural devel -
o p m e n t f ound in the state and p r o d u c e 
a w i d e r range and greater yie ld of 
c r o p s than the non- irr igated distr icts . 
T h e San Luis va l l ey has v e r y l ight 
rainfal l , but an abundant water sup-
ply f o r i rr igat ion is der ived f r o m the 
R i o Grande del N o r t e and its tribu-
taries. T h e a v e r a g e alt itude is m o r e 
than 7,500 fee t , w h i c h l imits the range 
of c r o p s g rown , but the fert i le soil , 
abundant w a t e r supply and g o o d cli-
m a t e m a k e this va l ley one of the fin-

est general f a rming and s tockra is ing 
distr icts in the state. T h e San Juan 
basin is a reg ion of f r o m m o d e r a t e to 
heavy rainfall , having a cons iderab le 
area of irr igated land in the r iver val-
leys and much g o o d non-irr igated agri-
cultural land on the h igher mesas . 
T h i s is also an exce l lent s tockra is ing 
distr ict . The val leys of the Colorado , 
Gunnison, U n c o m p a h g r e and other riv-
ers and smal ler s t reams of the Colo-
rado r iver basin contain the principal 
f ru i t -growing areas of the state, as 
well as a large amount of the fine gen-
eral agricultural land. T h e rainfall in 
this area is general ly inadequate f o r 
f a rming wi thout irrigation, but the 
water supply is adequate f o r all land 
that can b e irrigated, and recent ly 
f a rming wi thout irr igat ion has been 
undertaken success fu l ly on some of the 
higher m e s a lands, w h e r e rainfall is 
s o m e w h a t heavier than in the val leys. 
T h e nor thwes t part of the state is less 
deve loped than any other district, 
chie f ly because of lack of transporta-
tion faci l i t ies , but it conta ins some of 
the best agricultural and graz ing land 
in Colorado . T h e mineral area is very 
extensive , but the principal produc ing 
areas are s o m e w h a t restricted and are 
out l ined in data publ ished e lsewhere 
in this vo lume. 

Early H i s t o r y — T h a t part of Co lorado 
ly ing east of the R o c k y mountains was 
included in the terr itory acquired by 
purchase f r o m Prance in 1803, usually 
re ferred to as the Lou is iana purchase . 
All the southeastern part of the state, 
ly ing south of the Arkansas river, and 
a narrow strip extending north through 
the mounta in district into W y o m i n g , 
was c la imed b y the state of Texas 
and b e c a m e a part of the United States 
w h e n T e x a s was annexed in 1845. This 
inc luded a cons iderab le amount of the 
terr i tory be l ong ing to the Louis iana 
Purchase , but the c ont roversy regard-
ing the northern boundary of Texas 
was settled long be fo re Co lorado be-
c a m e a state. T h e western part of what 
is now Co lorado and an addit ional 
strip ly ing w e s t and south of the R io 
Grande del Norte was ceded to the 
United States by M e x i c o in 1848, fol-
l owing the war with Mex i co . T h e actual 
se t t lement of Co lorado began with the 
d i scovery of gold in the s u m m e r of 
1858, at w h i c h t ime m o s t of the east-
ern half of the state was inc luded in 
Kansas terr itory under the n a m e of 
A r a p a h o e county . T h e boundar ies of 
the county were very imper fec t ly de-
fined, and the sett lers in the n e w gold 



camps, moreover , objected to being 
governed by a set of territorial officials 
400 miles away. They appealed to the 
federal government for the organiza-
tion of a new state or territorial gov-
ernment, and finally, in February, 1861, 
the territory of Colorado was organ-
ized, about a month after statehood had 
been conferred upon the territory of 
Kansas. Th e boundaries of the terri-
tory were substantially the same as 
are those of the state at present. In 
1876 Colorado was admitted t o the 
Union as the thirty-eighth state. 

Populat ion—The population of Colo-
rado has increased steadily and rap-
idly since its actual settlement began 
immediately fo l lowing the d iscovery 
of gold in 1858. The fo l lowing table 
shows its growth f r om 1860 to the pres-
ent time, as compared with the growth 
for the entire country, all figures being 
taken f rom census reports : 

During the two decades fo l lowing 
1860 the population was confined large-
ly to the mining districts and to the 
city of Denver. The cities of Pueblo, 
Colorado Springs and Trinidad did not 
make their appearance in the census 
population statistics until 1880, when 
the three had a combined population 
of less than 10,000. During the early 
80s the period of agricultural develop-
ment began and the decade ending with 
1890 was in many ways the most im-
portant in the history of the state. Dur-
ing that period 24 new counties were 
organized and scores of new towns 
were laid out in the agricultural dis-
tricts. The percentage of increase in 
population dropped off materially in 
the succeeding decades, but remained 
considerably greater than the percent-
age of increase for the country at large 
In 1910 the density of population for 
the state was 7.7 per square mile, as 
compared with 30.9 for the United 
States. Denver county ranked first in 
this respect, with 3,679, and Dolores 

and Jackson counties were tied f o r last 
place, with 0.6. Th e 1920 census 
showed the density of population for 
the state to be 9.06 per square mile. 
Denver still holds first place in this 
respect, with 4,422.26, and Jackson 
county ranks last, with 0.81. Th e ru-
ral population in 1910. including all 
people except those l iv ing in incor-
porated places of 2,500 population or 
more each, was 394,184, or 49.3 per cent 
of the total. The rural population as 
•shown by the 1920 census was 486,370, 
or 51.76 per cent of the total. In 1910 
the foreign-born white population was 
15.9 per cent of the total, the principal 
foreign nationalities then being, in the 
order named, as f o l l ows : German, 
Italian, Russian, Austrian, English, 
Swedish. Canadian, Irish and Scotch. 
In 1920 the foreign-born white popula-
tion was 12.4 per cent of the total, the 
principal foreign nationalities be ing 
Russian, Italian, German, Mexican and 
Swedish. 

Land Classi f ication—Colorado is the 
seventh state in the Union in size, 
with a land area of 66,341,120 acres. 
It is divided into 63 counties, of which 
Denver county is the smallest, with an 
area of 37,120 acres, and Las Animas 
county the largest, with 3,077,760 acres. 
Th e records of the several county as-
sessors showed a total of 36,583,930 
acres of patented land on the tax rolls 
at the beginning of 1929, including 
railroad rights of way and town and 
city lots. T h e records of the federal 
and state governments at the same 
time showed a total of 24,083,473 
acres of non-patented land, including 
national forests, homestead areas, na-
tional parks and monuments, Indian 
lands and state land. This leaves 5,-
673,717 acres of land not definitely 
classified as to ownership, but none of 
which is on the tax rolls. Included 
in this is state land that has been 
sold but not yet ful ly paid for and for 
that reason not yet patented, govern-
ment land temporari ly withdrawn f r o m 
homestead entry and homestead land 
that has been filed upon but no t yet 
proved up and for that reason not yet 
on the tax rolls. In six counties—Clear 
Creek, Costilla, Gilpin, Hinsdale, L a k e 
and San Juan—the amount of land 
shown in the various classif ications is 
slightly greater than the area of the 
counties, as shown by available gov-
ernment surveys. These discrepancies 
are no doubt due to inaccuracies in 
surveys, as considerable portions of the 
mountainous areas of the state have 

Pct. of Pct. of 
Increase Increase 

Over For 
Previous United 

Year Population Census States 
1860 34,277 
1870 39,864 16.3 22.6 
1880 194,327 387.5 30.1 
1890 413,249 112.7 25.5 
1900 539,700 30.6 20.7 
1910 799,024 48.0 21.0 
1920 939,629 17.6 14.9 
1925 (est . ) . . 1,040,442 
1926 (est . ) . . 1,058,722 
1927 (est . ) . . 1,074,000 
1928 (est . ) . . 1,090,000 



n o t y e t b e e n a c c u r a t e l y s u r v e y e d , and 
e a c h of these c o u n t i e s c onta ins moun-
ta inous areas . 

Of the area in pr ivate o w n e r s h i p in 
1928, the tax c o m m i s s i o n c lass i f ies 35,-
163,103 a c r e s as agr icultural land. T h i s 
is equal t o a b o u t 53 per cent of the 
ent i re land area o f the state. T h e 
area c lassi f ied as agr icultural land is 
d iv ided as f o l l o w s : 

Acres 
Fruit land 20,515 
Irrigated land 2,239,622 
Natural hay land 330,990 
Dry farming land 11,392,036 
Grazing land 21,179,940 

Total 35,163,103 
T h e s e c lass i f i cat ions conta in s o m e 

w a s t e and deser t areas of n o real value 
f o r agr icul tural purposes . T h e t e r m 
" d r y f a r m i n g " appl ies to t i l lable land 
that is non- irr igated. S o m e of the 
g raz ing land eventua l ly wil l be p laced 
under cul t ivat ion . T h e remain ing pri-
vate ly o w n e d area cons i s t s m o s t l y of 
patented minera l land, rai lroad rights 
o f w a y and t o w n and c i ty lots . 

Drainage and Water Supply—Con-
taining, as it does , the m o s t e levated 
por t i ons of the R o c k y mounta ins , Colo-
rado is quite natural ly the s o u r c e of 
m a n y of the i m p o r t a n t s t r e a m s in the 
west . T h e Cont inental D iv ide c r o s s e s 
the west - centra l part of the state, and 
the s t reams in the western part f low 
to the Pac i f i c , whi l e those in the east 
find the ir w a y to the Gulf of Mex i co . 
T h e s t reams of the w e s t e r n s l ope are 
all t r ibutar ies of the Co lorado r iver , 
f r o m w h i c h the state der ives its n a m e . 
T h e C o l o r a d o ( G r a n d ) r iver , the larg-
est s t r e a m in the state, has its s o u r c e 
in Grand county . T h e Green r iver , 
w h i c h w a s regarded as one of the t w o 
s t reams f o r m i n g the Co lorado w h e n 
the upper c o u r s e of the Co lorado w a s 
ca l led the Grand r iver , flows through 
the n o r t h w e s t e r n c o r n e r of Mof fa t 
county . T h e nor thwes te rn c o r n e r of 
the state is drained b y tr ibutaries of 
the Green river, chie f of w h i c h are 
the Y a m p a (Bear ) and W h i t e r ivers . 
T h e pr inc ipal t r ibutary of the Colo-
r a d o r iver is the Gunnison, w h i c h has 
its s o u r c e in Gunnison c o u n t y and en-
ters the C o l o r a d o a t the c ity of Grand 
Junct ion . T h e southwes tern c o r n e r of 
the state is drained b y the San Juan 
and D o l o r e s r ivers , both tr ibutaries of 
the Co lorado . T h e south-central part of 
the state, inc lud ing the San Luis val-
ley, is drained b y the R i o Grande del 
Norte . T h e southeastern part is 
dra ined b y the A r k a n s a s r iver and its 
tr ibutar ies , and the nor theastern part 

b y t h e South. P lat te r iver . The North 
Platte r i ver has its h e a d w a t e r s in Jack-
son county and unites w i th the South 
Platte in N e b r a s k a to f o r m the Platte 
river. T h e Repub l i can river, a tribu-
tary of the Kansas , drains a cons ider -
ab le area in the eastern part o f the 
state. T h e s e s t reams have hundreds 
of small tr ibutaries , m o s t of w h i c h 
have their sources in the mounta ins 
w h e r e the snowfa l l is heavy . T h e y 
furnish t h e principal water supply f o r 
i rr igat ion and f o r the d e v e l o p m e n t of 
hydro-e lectr ic p o w e r . W a t e r f o r do-
mes t i c purposes is obta ined princi-
pally f r o m these s treams, but in m o s t 
agricultural sec t ions we l l s are utilized 
as a s e c o n d a r y s o u r c e of d o m e s t i c 
water supply. Most of these wel ls are 
pumped , but there is a wel l defined 
artesian belt in the San Luis val ley and 
artesian water is found in numerous 
o ther places . T h e r e are m o r e than 
8,000 artes ian wel ls in the state, fu l ly 
two-thirds of w h i c h are in the San Luis 
val ley . 

National Forests—Fifteen national 
f orests located whol ly within the state 
and t w o ly ing partial ly within its 
boundar ies c ompr i se about 20 per c ent 
of the state 's area. T h e s e f o r e s t s em-
brace 13.278,233 acres , most ly In Colo-
rado . and are adminis tered b y the de-
partment of agr icul ture of the federal 
government . 

National Parks and Monuments— 
T w o national parks and f o u r national 
m o n u m e n t s are located within the 
boundaries of Co lorado and o n e na-
tional monument on the boundary be-
tween Colorado and Utah. F i v e of these 
parks and m o n u m e n t s are adminis-
tered by the national park serv ice of 
the department of the interior , and t w o 
monuments , be ing within the national 
forests , are administered by the de-
partment of agriculture . The i r names, 
locat ions and areas are as f o l l ows : 

R o c k y Mountain national park, lo-
cated in the north middle part of the 
state, in Lar imer , Bou lder and Grand 
count ies , and e m b r a c i n g an area of 
about 378 square miles , o r 241,738 
acres . Of the total, 9,113 ac res is pri-
vate o r state-owned land. 

Mesa V e r d e national park, located in 
southwestern Co lorado in Montezuma 
county , and e m b r a c i n g about 77 square 
miles , o r 48,966 acres . 

H o l y Cross nat ional monument , lo-
cated in E a g l e county , and embrac ing 
1,392 acres . 

C o l o r a d o nat ional monument , locat-
ed in M e s a county n e a r Grand Junc-
tion, and e m b r a c i n g 13,883 acres . 



Y u c c a H o u s e national monument , lo-
cated in the s o u t h w e s t e r n part o f the 
state in Montezuma county , and em-
brac ing 9.6 acres . 

W h e e l e r national monument , located 
in Mineral county , and e m b r a c i n g 300 
acres . 

H o v e n w e e p national m o n u m e n t , lo-
cated on the Colorado-Utah boundary 
in Montezuma county , and e m b r a c i n g 
285.8 acres . 

Cl imatolog ica l D a t a — A s a result of 
its great size and the ex t reme irregu-
larity of its sur face , the c l imate of 
C o l o r a d o is wonder fu l ly varied and can-
not be descr ibed in detail here . T h e 
mean annual temperature f o r the en-
tire state is 44.3 degrees , but it varies 
f r o m about 31 degrees in s o m e of the 
higher mounta in d istr ic ts to 54 de-
grees in parts of the A r k a n s a s val ley . 
T h e a v e r a g e annual precipitat ion f o r 
the state is 17.54 inches, but there is 
a lso a very w ide range here in the 
di f ferent sec t ions of the state. T h e 
lowest average prec ipi tat ion is about 
6.5 inches , in the San Luis val ley, and 
the highest about 40 inches in the San 
Juan mountains . T h e del ightful and 
wonder fu l healthful qualit ies o f Colo-
rado 's c l imate are well known through-
out the country . Rainfal l is compara-
t ively l ight in all sec t i ons of the state 
and the percentage of sunshine is very 
high. T h e range of temperature is 
wide. T h e amount of mo is ture in the 
air is a lways low and as a result the 
unpleasant e f fec ts of ex t reme ly low or 
high temperatures are great ly modi-
fied. T h e relat ive annual humidity 
ranges f r o m 45 to 60 per cent , be ing 
l ower than in any o ther state e x c e p t 

Ar izona and N e v a d a . T h e high alt i tude 
is ano ther important f a c t o r in g o v e r n -
ing c l imat i c c o n d i t i o n s in the state. A s 
a result of this h igh alt i tude and the 
c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y l ow a t m o s p h e r i c pres-
sure, impuri t ies in the air are qu i ck ly 
diss ipated and the d e p r e s s i n g e f f e c t s 
c o m m o n at low alt i tudes , espec ia l ly 
dur ing per iods o f warm, d a m p weather , 
are ent ire ly f o re ign to this state . 

Railroads, Telegraph and Telephone 
Facilities—There are 30 rai lroad c o m -
panies represented in Co lorado , operat -
ing an aggregate of 5,005.22 mi les of 
main l ine track . E v e r y c o u n t y in the 
state has s o m e rai lroad mi leage , 
though the rai lroad fac i l i t ies of s o m e 
count ies , part icular ly in the north-
western and s o u t h w e s t e r n parts of the 
state, are inadequate . T h e total va lue 
of rai lroad property in the s tate as re-
turned by the state tax c o m m i s s i o n 
f o r the y e a r 1926 w a s $158,898,470. 

Ninety-s ix t e l ephone c o m p a n i e s oper -
ate in the state, o w n i n g an a g g r e g a t e 
total of 484,689 mi les of t e l ephone 
line. T h i s is an increase of m o r e than 
150,000 mi les o v e r the a m o u n t repor ted 
to the tax c o m m i s s i o n in 1921. T h e 
valuat ion of all property o w n e d by 
these c o m p a n i e s , as returned by the 
state tax c o m m i s s i o n f o r purposes of 
taxat ion in 1927, w a s $14,313,420. M o s t 
o f these c o m p a n i e s are smal l and op-
erate in but one or t w o count ies . T h e 
Mountain States T e l e p h o n e & Tele -
graph c o m p a n y opera tes its o w n l ines 
in all but o n e county in the state . 
Baca, and has a total o f 471,106 miles 
of line in Co lorado . Four t e l egraph 
c o m p a n i e s o p e r a t e a total of 28,306 
miles of l ine in the state. 

The distr ict described in th is book-
let lies in the southwestern corner 

of the state and includes the agricul-
tural area popularly known as the San 

Juan distr ict . T h e basin takes its 
n a m e f r o m the San Juan r iver , which , 
with its tr ibutaries , drains the area, 
whi le the mining reg ion takes its n a m e 



f r o m the San Juan mountains , in 
wh i ch m o s t o f the r ich metal mines 
are to be found. 

T h e count ies here inc luded are 
Archuleta , Dolores , La Plata, Monte-
zuma, Ouray, San Juan and San 
Miguel . The i r c o m b i n e d areas total 
5,392,000 acres , o r about 350,000 a c r e s 
m o r e than the c o m b i n e d areas of the 
states of Connect i cut , De laware and 
R h o d e Island. T h e sur face is widely 
varied, including a small a c r e a g e of 
level and extremely fert i le r iver val-
ley land, cons iderab le mesa land of 
high product iv i ty , a large area of 
broken grazing land and s o m e of the 
m o s t rugged mounta inous areas to be 
found in the United States. T h e prin-
cipal r iver is the San Juan, which 
rises in the San Juan mountains, near 
the Continental divide, in Archuleta 
county , flows into N e w M e x i c o and 
then turns north, flowing across the 
western end of Montezuma county . 
T h e principal tr ibutaries of the San 
Juan in this distr ict are the Los Pinos, 
An imas , La Plata and Mancos rivers. 
T h e nor thwestern part of the district 
is drained by the Dolores and San 
Miguel rivers, which are, like the San 
Juan, d irect tr ibutaries of the Colo 
rado r iver . T h e s e s treams all have 
their sources in reg ions of high pre-
c ipitat ion and carry f r o m moderate to 
abundant supplies of water the year 
round. T h e mountain areas in this dis-
tr ict have the heaviest precipitat ion of 
any sect ion of Colorado , so that there 
is in most parts of the distr ict an 
abundant supply of water f o r irrigation 
and o ther necessary purposes. 

Rai lroad transportat ion for the dis-
tr ict is supplied by the Denver & Rio 

GE N E R A L De-
s c r i p t i o n — 

Archu le ta county is 
located in the 
southwestern part 
o f the state, the 
southern boundary 
being f o rmed by 
the state of N e w 
Mex i co , and the 
eastern boundary 
by the main range 
of the R o c k y moun-
tains. It is rec-
tangular in outl ine, with an extreme 
length, east and west , of about 60 
miles , and an ex t reme width o f 33 

Grande W e s t e r n , with narrow gauge 
lines c enter ing at Durango. One of 
these lines, operat ing between the dis-
trict and the south-central part of the 
state, enters Archuleta county f r om 
New Mexico , into which state it makes 
a dip j u s t east of the Archuleta county 
line, runs a long the southern boundary 
of the county and turns northwestward 
towards Durango. At this point it 
connects with a north and south line 
running f r om connect ions with the 
broad gauge main line at Grand Junc-
tion. This north and south line oper-
ates through the eastern part of the 
district herein descr ibed and continues 
into northern New Mexico . Another 
line, the R io Grande Southern, also 
narrow gauge, branches f rom Ridge-
way, in Ouray county , and runs in a 
general ly southwestern direction to 
Dolores in Montezuma county, and 
thence eastward to Durango. T h e 
western part o f the district has no 
railroads. 

The district is general ly served by 
good state and county highways and 
national forest roads. These run east 
and wes t and north and south and in 
intermediate direct ions, and are parts 
of or c onnec t with the main systems 
of h ighways of the state. 

Transportat ion facilities, resources 
of the counties , opportunities, scenic 
attract ions and other features are dis-
cussed in detail in the data relating 
to the individual counties. Tables 
in the Colorado Year Book give details 
as to compos i t i on and characterist ics 
of the population of the several coun-
ties and the rank of the counties in 
various lines a m o n g the counties of 
the state. 

miles. Its area is 780,800 acres, or 
about 100,000 acres greater than the 
state of Rhode Island. T h e surface is 



mounta inous in the nor th and east 
and the southwest is b r o k e n b y numer-
ous narrow val leys , conta in ing a l im-
ited a m o u n t of arable land. T h e alti-
tude varies f r o m about 6,000 f e e t in 
the e x t r e m e southwest , to about 14,000 
f e e t at t h e summits of s o m e of the 
peaks on the eastern boundary . 

Early History — T h e first k n o w n 
white exp lorers in the terr i tory n o w 
inc luded in A r c h u l e t a county , w e r e 
Spaniards, w h o c a m e in 1776. T h e 
on ly e v i d e n c e remain ing f r o m their 
visit is the large number of Spanish 
n a m e s f o r mountains , r ivers , etc., in 
this terr i tory . W h e n Co lorado terri-
tory was organized in 1861, what is 
n o w A r c h u l e t a county was inc luded in 
Cone j os county . Archuleta county was 
organized in 1885, and w a s n a m e d in 
honor of J. M. Archule ta , then a promi-
nent c i t izen of o ld Cone j os county . 

Rank—The county ranks a m o n g the 
63 count ies in the state, thirty-eighth 
in area, f or ty -seventh in populat ion, 
fifty-third in assessed valuat ion, fifty-
se cond in bank deposits , fifty-first in 
agricultural values , fifty-second in 
dairy catt le values, thirty-eighth in 

range cattle values, e ighteenth in sheep 
values, for ty -seventh in swine values , 
twenty-third in coal mining, twenty-
ninth in manufactur ing , thirty-third in 
railroad mileage , f or ty -second in high-
w a y mi leage and fifty-fifth in the num-
ber of motor vehic les . 

Topography and Soil—There is l ittle 
arable land in the county , except in 
the southwest , w h e r e the San Juan 
r iver and several of its tr ibutaries 
have cut numerous n a r r o w and com-
parat ively level val leys . T h e soil of 
these val leys is a deep fert i le loam, 
made up principal ly f r o m the weather -
ing of r o c k s in the mounta ins above . 
N u m e r o u s mountain va l leys in the 
central part of the county produce an 
abundance of fine natural hay. T h e 
northern and eastern parts of the 
county are ex t remely rugged and have 
been but little explored . N o detailed 
soil survey o f this terr i tory i s avail-
able . 

P o p u l a t i o n — T h e populat ion in 1920 
was 3,590, c o m p a r e d with 3,302 in 1910, 
the increase be ing 8.7 per cent. In 
1920 the fore ign-born white populat ion 
was 2.3 per cent o f the total, com-
pared with 5.2 per cent in 1910. T h e 
est imated populat ion in 1925 was 3,752. 
T h e principal f o re ign national it ies are 
Canadian, Danish and Italian. T h e r e 
a r e a f e w Spanish-speaking p e o p l e in 

se t t l ements near the southern bound-
ary, though m o s t of t h e m are nat ive 
born. T h e ent ire populat ion is rural. 

Drainage and Water Supply—The 
h e a d w a t e r s of the San Juan r iver are 
in t h e San Juan mounta ins , in this 
county and in Mineral county , and 
n u m e r o u s tr ibutaries to this s t r e a m 
have their sources in the mounta ins in 
the northern par t of the c ounty . T h e 
rainfal l here is e x t r e m e l y h e a v y and 
these s t reams carry an a b u n d a n c e of 
w a t e r the year round. W a t e r f o r do-
mes t i c purposes is obta ined f r o m the 
natural spr ings , and in s o m e sec t i ons 
f r o m wells . U n d e r g r o u n d w a t e r f o r 
d o m e s t i c purposes is f o u n d at depths 
rang ing f r o m 10 to 100 fee t . F a r m i n g 
under irr igat ion is carr ied on to a 
l imited extent in the va l l eys and there 
is p lenty of w a t e r ava i lab le f o r all 
lands sui table f o r cul t ivat ion . 

Indus t r i e s—The pr inc ipal industr ies 
are s tockra is ing , f a r m i n g and lumber-
ing. T h e r e has been c o n s i d e r a b l e 
p r o s p e c t i n g f o r minera ls in the county , 
but no d e v e l o p m e n t w o r t h y o f no te 
has taken place , partly b e c a u s e o f the 
r e m o t e n e s s of the mineral ized district 
f r o m l ines of t ransportat ion . T h e r e 
are ex tens ive coa l depos i t s in the 
w e s t e r n part, w h i c h h a v e been but 
l ittle deve loped . L u m b e r i n g in the 
past has b e e n the l ead ing industry of 
the c o u n t y and is still b e i n g f o l l o w e d 
extens ive ly in the t e r r i t o ry a l ong the 
D e n v e r & R i o Grande W e s t e r n rail-
road. T h e va lue of all f a r m proper ty 
on January 1, 1925, as repor ted by the 
census bureau, w a s $1,992,736. L ive -
s tock on f a r m s inc luded 2,186 horses , 
12,501 catt le and 1,291 swine . In 1919. 
the c ounty had 12 m a n u f a c t u r i n g es-
tab l i shments , w i th an output va lued at 
$367,853. 

C r o p s — T h e pr inc ipal c rops , in the 
order of their i m p o r t a n c e and value, 
are hay, oats, wheat , potatoes , corn 
and barley . T h e est imated f a r m v a l u e 
of all c rops in 1928 w a s $463,220, of 
which $407,590 w a s in hay , $19,980 in 
oats , $19,650 in w h e a t $3,160 in corn , 
$2,440 in barley , $8,370 in potatoes , 
$160 in rye , $210 in fruits and $1,750 
in misce l laneous c rops . T h e r e w a s 
22,030 acres , or 2.8 per cent of the total 
area, under cult ivat ion. Of the culti -
vated area, 0.9 per c ent w a s in corn, 
15.5 per cent in oats , 1.4 per c ent in 
barley , 0.2 per c ent in w i n t e r wheat , 
5.9 per c e n t in spr ing wheat , 1.2 per 
cent in potatoes . T h e a v e r a g e y ie lds 
in bushe ls per a c r e o v e r a five-year 
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per iod w e r e : W i n t e r wheat , i rr igated, 
30.7 bushels , non- irr igated, 13.9 bush-
e l s ; s p r i n g wheat , i rr igated, 27.5 bush-
els, non- irr igated , 9.8 bushe l s ; corn , ir-
r igated , 28.1 bushels , non- irr igated, 12.1 
b u s h e l s ; bar ley , i rr igated, 33.1 bushels , 
non- i rr igated , 17.7 bushe l s ; potatoes , 
i rr igated , 110.2 bushels , non- irr igated, 
44.1 bushels . 

Mineral Resources—The k n o w n min-
erals are go ld , s i lver , lead, copper , 
z inc , c lay, granite , sandstone and a 
w i d e var i e ty of o ther s tones . T h e r e 
has b e e n n o mineral d e v e l o p m e n t 
w o r t h y o f note . 

Timber—Exce l l en t p ine and spruce 
t imber is to be f o u n d in near ly all 
s e c t i o n s o f t h e county . Cedar and 
p inon are f o u n d in the south and west . 

Land Classification—In 1928 there 
w a s 337,538 acres of land, or 43.2 per 
c e n t of the total area, in pr ivate owner -
ship. Of this the county assessor 
l isted 10,321 a c r e s as irr igated land, 
465 ac res as natural h a y land, 10,570 
as dry f a r m i n g land, 302,346 as graz-
ing land, 11,403 acres as t imber land, 
1,583 ac res as rai lroad r ights-of -way 
and 850 acres as t o w n lots. T h e r e was 
92,343 acres of g o v e r n m e n t land, most -
ly in smal l o r iso lated tracts, or of 
va lue pr inc ipal ly f or graz ing purposes , 
o p e n to h o m e s t e a d e r s , and 17,791 acres 
of unappropr ia ted state land, w h i c h 
m a y be purchased upon favorab le 
t e r m s f r o m the state land board. T h e r e 
w a s 398,361 acres in nat ional forests . 

Transportation—The Durango branch 
of the D e n v e r & R i o Grande W e s t e r n 
rai lroad, n a r r o w gauge , c rosses the ex-
t r e m e southeas t c o r n e r of the county , 
runs south into N e w M e x i c o and then 
re-enters the county near the t own of 
Juanita, in the southwes tern part. A 
b r a n c h l ine l eaves this road at P a g o s a 
Junct i on and runs nor thward to Pa-
g o s a Springs , the c ounty seat. T h e 
c o u n t y has 63 mi l es of rai lroad. 

Highways—The county has 510 mi les 
of h i g h w a y s , of which 103 mi les are 
state h i g h w a y s and 407 mi les are 
c o u n t y roads . Of these , 37 mi les are 
s u r f a c e d and 117 mi les are graded, the 
r e m a i n d e r be ing un improved . T h e 
pr inc ipal state h i g h w a y is the Spanish 
Trai l , w h i c h enters the county b y way 
of W o l f C r e e k pass, o v e r the San Juan 
mounta ins , and runs south and w e s t 
t h r o u g h P a g o s a Springs to Durango , 
w h e r e it c o n n e c t s wi th a road running 
w e s t in to Utah, and another running 
south in to N e w Mex i co , and thence to 
the Pac i f i c coast . A t P a g o s a Spr ings 

this s a m e h i g h w a y c o n n e c t s with the 
h i g h w a y o v e r C u m b r e s pass leading 
to A n t o n i t o and A l a m o s a . A second -
ary state h i g h w a y leads south f r o m 
P iedra to Arbo l es . T h e s e roads , with 
a f e w i m p e r f e c t l y i m p r o v e d county 
roads and trails, furnish a fair ly ade-
quate h i g h w a y sys tem. 

Educational—The county is d iv ided 
into 22 publ ic s choo l districts , in which 
are l ocated 28 schoo ls , e m p l o y i n g 33 
teachers . T h e s e inc lude one senior 
high schoo l , two junior high schoo l s , 
t w o e lementary s choo l s and 23 rural 
s choo ls . T h e average daily a t tendance 
in 1928 w a s 659, and the per capita 
cost , based on at tendance , w a s $82.75, 
w h i c h c o m p a r e s with $134.24 f o r the 
state. T h e r e a r e n o private s choo l s o r 
co l l eges in the county . 

Climatological Data—The rainfall is 
extremely varied. In the southeast it 
averages about 14 inches annually but 
increases rapidly toward the north and 
east, be ing about 25 inches a long the 
Continental divide on the eastern 
boundary . T h e c l imate is fairly mild 
at l ower alt itudes in the south, but is 
sub je c t to ex t remely low temperatures 
in the high altitudes in the north and 
east. Snow fall is extremely heavy in 
the San Juan mounta ins a long the 
eastern boundary . Normal annual 
mean temperature at Pagosa Springs 
is 41.6 degrees Fahrenheit . T h e aver-
age n u m b e r of days be tween kil l ing 
f ros ts is 91, the last kil l ing f ros t in 
the spr ing usually occurr ing between 
June 9 and July 11 and first in the 
fall b e t w e e n September 1 and Septem-
ber 25. 

Tourist Attractions—The opening of 
the Spanish Trai l has great ly in-
creased automobi le tourist travel to 
this terr itory. T h e road passes 
through a very p icturesque mountain 
terr i tory and touches P a g o s a Springs, 
w h i c h has been an important resort 
f o r tourists and health-seekers for a 
g o o d many years , because of the large 
mineral spr ings l ocated there. T h e 
water in one of these hot spr ings is 
very similar to that of the f amous 
Carlsbad springs. A large area of pic-
turesque mountain terr itory in the east 
and in the nor thwest is a lmost whol ly 
without h ighways , and therefore , is in-
a c c e s s i b l e to vis itors . Extens ive ruins 
o f v i l lages and set t lements of anc ient 
Cliff Dwel l e rs have been d i s covered in 
this county and recent excavat ions and 
explorat ions near the Spanish Trai l 
wes t of P a g o s a Spr ings have uncov-
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ered m a n y ruins of interest to tour-
ists. Exce l lent trout fishing is t o be 
had in all o f the mountain s t reams 
and cons iderab le g a m e is f ound in the 
l o w e r r eg i ons of the San Juan moun-
tains. 

Cities and Towns— P a g o s a Springs , 
the county seat , is the only incorpo-
rated town in the county . It is situated 
at the terminal o f a branch l ine of 
the D e n v e r & R i o Grande W e s t e r n 
f r o m P a g o s a Junct ion, at an e levat ion 
of 7,070 feet a b o v e sea level, in the 
center of an exce l lent s to ckra i s ing ter-
ritory, and is an important outf i tt ing 
point f o r campers , hunters and fisher-
men. Its populat ion in 1920 was 1,032, 
c o m p a r e d with 669 in 1910 and 367 in 
1900. Other posto f f i ces in the county 
a r e : Arbo les , C h r o m o , Dyke , Pagosa 
Junct ion, and Piedra. 

Special Opportunities—Opportunities 
are o f f e red here f o r d e v e l o p m e n t a l o n g 
m a n y l ines. T h e r e is c o n s i d e r a b l e 
agricultural land not yet under cult i -
vation and range avai lab le f or pastur-
ing perhaps t w i c e as m a n y head o f 
l ives tock as are n o w be ing f ed . T h e 
t imber resources are perhaps bet ter 
than those o f any o ther c ounty in the 
state. L a r g e areas of supposed ly min-
eral ized terr i tory in the northern and 
eastern parts of the c o u n t y h a v e had 
but little p r o s p e c t i n g and it is not be-
yond the range o f possibi l i ty that r i ch 
mineral areas m a y be opened up in 
this reg ion at s o m e future t ime. 

Banks—There is o n e bank in t h e 
county , located at P a g o s a Springs . 

Commercial Organizations — T h e 
principal c o m m e r c i a l organizat ion is 
the Archu le ta County Boos te r s c lub . 
P a g o s a Springs . 

G E N E R A L De-
s c r i p t i o n — 

Dolores county is 
in the southwestern 
part of the state, 
bounded on the 
south by Monte-
zuma county and 
on the wes t by 
Utah. It is of rec-
tangular o u t l i n e 
with an ex t reme 
length east and 
west of 65 mi les 
and an e x t r e m e width of 24 miles . T h e 
area is 667,520 acres , or sl ightly less 
than the area of the state o f R h o d e 
Island. It is broken table land in the 
west , which r ises to the summits of 
the La Plata and San Miguel moun-
tains on the eastern border . T h e alti-
tude var ies f r o m about 5,900 feet in 
the ex t reme southwest , to about 13,000 
feet at the summits of s o m e of the 
peaks on the eastern boundary . 

Early History—That this terr itory 
was visited by Spanish explorers and 
for tune hunters in the 18th century 
is proven by t races of anc ient mining 
operat ions in the v ic ini ty o f R i c o 
similar to those k n o w n to have been 
carr ied on by o ther Spanish exp lorers 
in southwestern Colorado . T h e r e is 
no indication of any important dis-
cover ies of gold at that t ime. A party 
of t rappers employed by the St. Louis 

Fur c o m p a n y m a d e a t e m p o r a r y sett le-
ment on the Do lores r iver about 1833. 
T h e Baker expedi t ion , which set out 
f r o m Cal i fornia gulch, in what is n o w 
Lake county , in 1860, reached the ter-
r itory in the spr ing o f 1861. T h e r e 
w e r e numerous other stray prospec t -
o r s and fur hunters in the terr i tory 
previous to 1874. but no se t t l ements o f 
i m p o r t a n c e w e r e m a d e until a f t e r the 
treaty with the Southern Ute Indians 
in 1873. T h e R i c o min ing distr ict w a s 
first w o r k e d systemat i ca l ly in 1878. 
T h e terr i tory n o w inc luded in D o l o r e s 
c ounty was first a part o f La Plata 
county . It w a s organized as a part o f 
Ouray county in 1877 and D o l o r e s 
county as it n o w ex ists w a s c reated 
in 1881. 

R a n k — T h e c o u n t y ranks a m o n g the 
63 count ies in the state, f o r ty - second in 
area, sixty-f irst in populat ion, sixty-f irst 
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in assessed va luat ion , fifty-sixth in 
agr icu l tura l va lues , fifty-seventh in 
da iry catt le va lues , fifty-second in 
r a n g e cat t le va lues , twenty -n inth in 
sheep values , fifty-second in s w i n e 
values , fifth in meta l min ing , s ix teenth 
in c o a l mining , s ixty-f irst in m a n u f a c -
tur ing, fifty-eighth in rai lroad mi leage , 
fifty-fourth in h i g h w a y m i l e a g e and 
fifty-ninth in the n u m b e r of m o t o r 
veh i c l e s . 

Topography and So i l—In the west -
ern part the s u r f a c e is a s u c c e s s i o n of 
h igh m e s a s cut b y n u m e r o u s canons 
and n a r r o w va l leys . M u c h of the m e s a 
land is su i tab le f o r cul t ivat ion, but 
m o s t of t h e va l leys are t o o n a r r o w f o r 
f a r m i n g . T h e sur face is rugged and 
b r o k e n in the centra l part and r ises 
rapidly t o w a r d the east to the s u m m i t 
o f the m o u n t a i n s on the eastern and 
nor theas te rn boundar ies . T h e soil in 
the va l l eys and o n the m e s a s is a 
sandy l oam, v e r y f er t i l e in s o m e dis-
tr icts , but in others , c o a r s e and un-
sui table f o r cul t ivat ion . T h e r e is n o 
soil survey of this terr i tory avai lable . 

Population—The populat ion in 1920 
w a s 1,243, c o m p a r e d wi th 642 in 1910, 
the increase be ing 93.6 p e r cent . T h i s 
l a rge inc rease in populat ion w a s due 
pr inc ipa l ly to the se t t l ement of h o m e -
stead lands in the w e s t e r n part o f the 
county . T h e est imated populat ion in 
1925 w a s 1,584. In 1920 the f ore ign-
b o r n whi te populat ion w a s 7.8 per c e n t 
of t h e total , c o m p a r e d wi th 26 p e r cent 
in 1910. T h i s large d e c r e a s e in for -
e ign-born populat ion is due pr inc ipal ly 
to a dec l ine in min ing operat ions , m o s t 
of t h e f o r e i g n e r s be ing e n g a g e d in and 
a b o u t the mines . T h e pr inc ipa l f o r -
e ign nat ional i t ies a r e Italian, German 
and Austr ian . T h e entire populat ion 
is rural . 

Land Classification—In 1926 there 
w a s 193,716 acres of land, o r 29.0 per 
c ent of the total area, in pr ivate owner -
ship. Of this the county assessor l isted 
836 acres as irr igated land, 17,301 acres 
as dry f a n n i n g land, 170,757 acres as 
graz ing land, 60 ac res as p roduc t i ve 
and 212 acres as non-product ive coa l 
land, 1,644 a c r e s as t imber land, 2,326 
ac res as non-product ive m i n i n g c laims. 
430 a c r e s as rai lroad r ights-of -way and 
160 a c r e s as t o w n lots. T h e r e w a s 
68,839 acres of g o v e r n m e n t land, most-
ly in smal l or iso lated tracts , or of 
v a l u e pr inc ipa l ly f o r graz ing purposes , 
o p e n to homesteaders , and 9,171 acres 
o f unappropr iated state land which may 
b e purchased upon f a v o r a b l e terms 

f r o m the state land board . T h e r e w a s 
311,075 acres in nat ional forests . 

Drainage and Water Supply—The 
Do lores r iver and its tr ibutaries fur-
nish the pr inc ipal drainage. T h e r iver 
has its s o u r c e in the San Miguel moun-
tains in the eastern part of the county , 
flows south into M o n t e z u m a county 
and turning north again, c rosses the 
w e s t end of Do lores county . A f e w 
smal l tr ibutaries of the San Juan 
r iver h a v e their sources in the south-
w e s t c o r n e r of the county . T h e r e is 
w a t e r avai lable f o r the irr igat ion o f 
c ons iderab le land, but irr igat ion de-
v e l o p m e n t at the present t ime is very 
l imited. W a t e r f o r domest i c purposes 
in s o m e sec t i ons is obtained f r o m 
wel l s at depths rang ing f r o m 25 t o 125 
feet . 

Industries—Mining is the principal 
industry . T h e R i c o min ing distr ict 
has b e e n produc ing steadi ly f or nearly 
40 years . In 1927 the county pro-
duced $1,432,554 wor th of gold, s i lver , 
lead, c o p p e r and zinc, and f r o m 1879 to 
the end of 1927, it produced $17,528,000 
in these metals . T h e r e has been s o m e 
agricultural d e v e l o p m e n t in the r iver 
va l leys and s tockra is ing is carr ied on 
ra ther extens ive ly . T h e value of all 
f a rm property on January 1, 1925, as 
reported b y the census , was $308,130. 
L i v e s t o c k on f a r m s included 746 
horses , 2,867 catt le and 455 swine. 
L u m b e r i n g and t ie -making have also 
been important industries at var ious 
t imes in the past. T h e county pro-
duced 8,354 tons of coa l in 1928. 

C r o p s — T h e principal crops, in the 
o r d e r of their impor tance and value, 
are hay, wheat , corn, dry beans , oats, 
bar ley , po tatoes and sorghums. T h e 
est imated fa rm value of all c rops in 
1928 was $101,650, of which $29,110 
was in hay, $20,480 in wheat , $17,200 in 
corn, $10,100 in dry beans , $7,200 in 
oats, $4,630 in barley, $4,050 in pota-
toes , $3,100 in sorghums , $1,620 in rye , 
$260 in fruits and $3,900 in misce l lane-
ous c rops . T h e r e was 9,800 acres , or 
1.4 per c ent of the total area, under 
cult ivat ion. Of the cult ivated area, 
23.4 per cent w a s in corn, 10.2 per 
c ent in winter wheat , 18.3 per cent in 
spr ing wheat , 14.8 per cent in oats, 6.7 
per cent in barley, 3.3 per cent in rye, 
4.1 per cent in sorghums, and 3.0 p e r 
cent in potatoes . T h e average y ie lds 
in bushels per a c r e over a five-year 
per iod w e r e : W i n t e r wheat , irrigated, 
14.0 bushels , non- irr igated, 12.6 bush-
e ls : spr ing wheat , non-irr igated, 8.1 





bushels ; corn, non-irrigated, 11.8 bush-
els ; barley, irrigated, 38.0 bushels, non-
irrigated, 15.0 bushels ; potatoes, non-
irrigated, 34.0 bushels. 

Mineral Resources—The known min-
erals are a.lunite, antimony, carnotite. 
clays, coal, copper, fluorspar, gold, 
gypsum, lead, silver, zinc, granite and 
other building stone. Gold, silver, 
copper, lead and zinc have been mined 
in large quantities and are still being 
produced. The R i c o district was for-
merly one of the heaviest silver-pro-
ducing sections of the state. • There 
are extensive deposits of stone and 
clay, but they are almost wholly unde-
veloped because of remoteness f rom 
markets . 

T i m b e r — T h e r e is considerable heavy 
t imber in the mountainous districts 
in the eastern part of the county, 
principally pine and spruce. Some 
cedar and pinon are found on the 
higher lands in the western part. 

Transportation — The Rio Grande 
Southern railroad passes through the 
eastern part of the county. This is 
a narrow gauge railroad with 18 miles 
of track in the county. 

H ighways—The county has 281 miles 
of highways, of which 72 miles are 
state highways and 209 miles are 
county roads. Of these, 72 miles are 
graded, the remainder being unim-
proved. T h e principal state highway 
is that leading through the eastern 
part of the county by way of Rico , 
running north from Cortez to a connec-
tion with the Ra inbow Route at Mont-
rose. A new state highway has recent-
ly been improved f rom Dolores, in 
Montezuma county north through 
Dolores county to Norwood, and an-
other highway between the same points 
extends through the western part of 
the county by way of Dove Creek. This 
county has for a good many years suf-
fered because of lack of highways, but 
the present program of highway de-
ve lopment promises to give it fairly 
adequate service. 

Educational—The county is divided 
into 10 public school districts, in which 
are located 17 schools, employing 20 
teachers. Of these, two are junior 
high schools, two elementary schools, 
and 13 rural schools. The average 
daily attendance in 1928 was 300, and 
the per capita cost, based on attend-
ance, was $76.98, which compares with 
$134.24 for the state. There are no 
private schools or col leges in the 
county. 

Climatological Data — The rainfall 
varies f r om about 13 inches in the 
west to about 25 inches in the moun-
tain districts in the eastern part. 
There is sufficient rainfall f or farming 
without irrigation in most of the dry 
farming districts, but little progress in 
this direction has been made. The cli-
mate in the western part is mild and 
equable, while in the eastern part the 
winters are severe, with extremely 
heavy snowfall . 

Tourist Attractions — There is a 
wealth of picturesque scenery in the 
eastern part of the county, which is 
comparatively little known, even to 
Colorado people, because of lack of 
transportation facilities. The comple-
tion of the state highways previously 
referred to will greatly increase tour-
ist travel to this section. Good trout 
fishing is to be had in most of the 
mountain streams and in a f ew of the 
mountain lakes. 

Cities and Towns—Rico , the county 
seat and only incorporated town, had 
a population of 326 in 1920, compared 
with 368 in 1910 and 811 in 1900. This 
is one of the most important mining 
camps in the state. Its altitude is 
8,900 feet above sea level. Other post-
offices in the county are : Cahone, 
Dove Creek, Dunton and Northdale. 

Special Opportunities—Opportunities 
are offered here for both agricultural 
and mining development. It has been 
previously pointed out that there is a 
large amount of land in the western 
part of the county, which under 
favorable conditions might be culti-
vated successfully, but which has been 
allowed to lie idle because of remote-
ness f rom railroads. Whi le the Rico 
mining district has been producing ex-
tensively for a great many years, there 
is still a large area of mining territory 
which has been only imperfect ly pros-
pected and which may reveal rich 
metal deposits. Th e R io Grande 
Southern railroad passes through the 
extreme eastern part of the county and 
the agricultural lands in the western 
part are 50 miles f rom any railroad. 
There are deposits of carnotite ore of 
uncertain richness in the western part 
of the county which have never been 
developed because of lack of transpor-
tation facilities. 

Banks—There are no banks in the 
county, but banking facilities are avail-
able at nearby towns in adjoining 
counties. 
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G E N E R A L De-
s c r i p t i o n — 

La Plata county is 
in the southwestern 
part of the state 
and includes a 
considerable por-
tion of the agricul-
tural territory popu-
larly known as the 
San Juan basin. 
Its southern bound-
ary is formed by 
the state of New 
Mexico. It has a truncated triangular 
shape, with an extreme length of about 
40 miles, north and south, and an ex-
treme width of 38 miles near the south-
ern end. Its area is 1,184,640 acres, or 
about 73,000 acres less than that of the 
state of Delaware. In the south the 
surface is divided into level tablelands, 
interspersed with small timbered hills, 
rising very rapidly into a rugged, 
mountainous region in the north. The 
altitude ranges from about 5,900 feet 
at the southern boundary to more than 
14,000 feet at the summits of some of 
the peaks in the north. 

Early History—Early Spanish ex-
plorers probably followed the course 
of the San Juan and tributary streams 
into this territory, but no authentic ac-
count of such explorations is available. 
In 1860 a party of gold hunters, under 
the leadership of a man named Baker, 
entered what is now La Plata county. 
They discovered no gold and made no 
settlement, hostile Indians and hunger 
being the influences which forced them 
to cut their visit short. Another party 
of prospectors entered this region in 
1870 and returned the following year, 
finding placer and lode gold deposits 
in the La Plata mountains. A treaty 
was made with the Indians in 1873 and 
the following year hundreds of set-
tlers entered the Animas valley and 
the surrounding mountains. The 
county was organized in 1874, then 
comprising a territory nearly four 
times as large as the present county. 

Rank—The county ranks among the 
63 counties in the state, twenty-third 
in area, twenty-first in population, 
twenty-sixth in assessed valuation, 
eleventh in bank deposits, thirty-third 
in agricultural values, twenty-third in 
dairy cattle values, twenty-sixth in 
range cattle values, sixteenth in sheep 
values, thirtieth in swine values, nine-
teenth in metal mining, eleventh in 
coal mining, fifteenth in manufactur-

ing, ninth in rai lroad mi leage , thir-
teenth in h ighway mi l eage and twenty -
eighth in the n u m b e r of m o t o r vehic les . 

Topography and Soi l—The s u r f a c e is 
extremely irregular. In the south it is 
c rossed by numerous n a r r o w va l leys 
of s t reams flowing to the San Juan 
river, mos t o f which contain cons ider -
ab le splendid fa rming area. Further 
north, the sur face b e c o m e s mountain-
ous, with the La Platas on the west 
and spurs o f the San Juans on the 
north. T h e soil in the southern par: 
is deep sandy loam, usual ly , with a 
wide variety of c o l o r and texture , wel l 
adapted f o r the g r o w i n g of any gen-
eral crops raised in this alt itude, as 
well as f or most t ree fruits g r o w n in 
Colorado . N o detai led soil survey is 
available. 

Population—The populat ion in 1920 
was 11,218, c o m p a r e d wth 10,812 in 
1910, the increase be ing 3.8 per cent . 
Est imated populat ion in 1925 was 11.-
448. At the beg inning of 1920 the for -
eign-born whi te populat ion w a s 9 per 
cent of the total , c o m p a r e d wi th 12.8 
per cent in 1910. T h e principal for -
e ign nationalit ies are Italian. Austr ian. 
German and Engl ish . T h e f o r e i g n e r s 
are employed pr inc ipal ly in the mines 
and smelters . T h e populat ion is all 
classified as rural, e x c e p t that in the 
c ity of Durango . which had a popula-
tion of 4,116 in 1920. 

Drainage and Water Supply—This 
region is drained by the San Juan 
river, which flows through northern 
N e w Mexico . T h e principal tributar-
ies in L a Plata county are the Pine, 
Animas and La Plata r ivers . T h e s e 
streams have their h e a d w a t e r s in the 
San Juan and La Plata mountains, 
w h e r e the prec ip i tat ion is v e r y heavy , 
and carry an abundant supply o f w a t e r 
f o r all i rr igable land and f o r all o ther 
necessary purposes . Hydro -e l e c t r i c 
p o w e r is deve loped on the A n i m a s 
r iver above D u r a n g o to furnish p o w e r 
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a n d l ight f or m o s t of the c i t ies and 
t owns . In the agr icultural distr icts 
d o m e s t i c w a t e r is obta ined f r o m wel l s 
w h e r e it is not avai lable f r o m other 
sources . W a t e r is f ound at depths 
r a n g i n g f r o m 10 to 600 feet . 

Industries—The pr inc ipal industr ies 
a r e f a rming , s tockra is ing , dairying, 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g , min ing and lumber ing . 
F a r m i n g , s to ckra i s ing and dairy ing are 
carr ied on c h i e f l y in the southern part, 
though s t o c k is grazed extens ive ly in 
t h e f o r e s t areas in the northern part 
dur ing the s u m m e r . T h e value of all 
f a r m proper ty on January 1, 1925, as 
r epor ted b y the census , was $5,514,565. 
L i v e s t o c k on f a r m s inc luded 5,427 
horses , 24,729 cattle , and 4,979 swine . 
Metal min ing is carr ied on pr inc ipal ly 
in the L a Plata mounta ins in the north-
west . To ta l output of gold, s i lver , cop -
per , lead and z inc in 1927 was $28,156. 
T h e r e a r e ex tens ive coa l depos i ts in 
the county , m o s t o f w h i c h remain un-
deve l oped . Coal is be ing mined in a 
n u m b e r of local i t ies a long the Den-
ver & R i o Grande W e s t e r n rai lroad 
w e s t o f Durango . Output of coa l in 
1928 w a s S9,701 tons. A large smelt -
er b e l o n g i n g to the A m e r i c a n Smelt-
ing & Ref in ing c o m p a n y is located at 
Durango , handl ing much of the ore 
p r o d u c e d in this distr ict and g iv ing 
e m p l o y m e n t to a large n u m b e r of peo-
ple. D u r a n g o is also the principal re-
tail m a r k e t f or this terr i tory and its 
j o b b i n g bus iness is increas ing rapidly. 
It has a flour mill, an i c e plant, a 
p a c k i n g plant, a c r e a m e r y , a br i ck 
plant and a planing mill. In 1919 
the county had 32 manufac tur ing es-
tab l i shments with an annual payrol l of 
$372,747 and output of products valued 
at $3,384,123. 

Crops—The pr inc ipal crops , in the 
o r d e r of their impor tance and value, 
are hay, wheat , oats, corn, bar ley , po-
tatoes , f rui ts and dry beans . T h e es-
t imated f a r m value of all c r o p s in 1928 
was $1,156,750, of which $722,860 w a s 
in hay, $216,250 in wheat , $63,400 in 
oats , $50,290 in corn, $33,560 in barley , 
$40,810 in potatoes , $7,450 in fruits , 
$3,520 in dry beans , $460 in rye and 
$18,090 in mis ce l l aneous crops . T h e r e 
was 50,323 acres , or 4.2 per cent of the 
total area, under cul t ivat ion . Of the 
cu l t ivated area, 5.5 per c ent was in 
corn , 1.4 per cent in winter wheat , 17.8 
per c ent in spr ing wheat , 10.3 per c ent 
in oats , 4.2 per cent in barley, and 1.8 
per c ent in potatoes . T h e average 
y ie lds in bushe ls per acre o v e r a five-
y e a r per iod w e r e : W i n t e r wheat , irri-

gated, 32.6 bushels , non- irr igated, 14.4 
bushe ls ; spr ing wheat , irr igated, 26.7 
bushels , non-irrigated, 9.0 bushe ls ; 
corn, irr igated, 30.4 bushels , non-irri-
gated, 12.5 bushe ls ; bar ley , irr igated, 
35.6 bushels , non-irrigated, 16.5 bush-
e ls ; potatoes , irrigated, 121.4 bushels , 
non-irrigated, 43.9 bushels . 

Mineral Resources—The .principal 
minerals in this county are b ismuth, 
coal , c lay, copper , c innabar, gold, sil-
ver , lead, sand, granite , l imestone and 
a w ide var ie ty o f other bui lding stone. 
Gold, s i lver , c o p p e r and lead have 
been produced in cons iderab le quanti-
ties and are still be ing mined. T h e 
coa l mines have been only sl ightly de-
ve loped , pr incipal ly to supply local de-
mand, though cons iderab le high-grade 
coal is shipped out. Clays have been 
mined near D u r a n g o f o r m a k i n g 
br ick . Bui lding s tone has been quar-
ried to a l imited extent, only f o r local 
use, and bui lding sand has been de-
ve loped in the same way . 

Timber—There is cons iderab le tim-
ber in nearly all parts o f the county . 
Pine, and spruce are heavy in the m o r e 
mounta inous parts in the north. Pinon, 
cedar and pine are found on the high-
er ground further south. 

Land Classification—In 1928 there 
was 443,299 acres of land, or 37.4 per 
cent of the total area, in private 
ownersh ip . Of this the county assess-
or l isted 889 acres as fruit land, 53,341 
acres as irr igated land, 18,636 acres as 
dry f a r m i n g land, 351,040 acres as 
graz ing land, 677 acres as product ive 
and 5,165 acres as non-product ive coa l 
land, 4,066 acres as t imber land, 4,930 
acres as non-product ive min ing c laims, 
3,030 acres as rai lroad rights-of-way 
and 1,525 acres as t own lots. T h e r e 
was 150,067 acres of g o v e r n m e n t land, 
most ly in small and isolated tracts or 
valued principal ly f o r graz ing pur-
poses , open to homesteaders , and 15,-
921 acres of unappropriated state land 
w h i c h m a y b e purchased upon favor-
ab le terms f r o m the state land board. 
T h e r e w a s 379,016 acres in national 
forests . 

Transportation — A narrow gauge 
line of the Denver & Rio Grande 
W e s t e r n rai lroad system enters the 
county f r o m the east, c o m i n g f r o m 
A l a m o s a , and has its terminus at Du-
rango . T h e Rio Grande Southern, be-
longing to the same system, runs wes t 
f r o m Durango into M o n t e z u m a county 
and north to R i d g w a y and Montrose . 
A branch of the R i o Grande W e s t e r n 
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runs north f r o m D u r a n g o to S i lverton 
and another runs south t o Farming-
ton, N. M. Tota l mi leage of ra i lroads 
is 121. 

Highways—The county has 1,591 
mi les of h ighways , of w h i c h 101 miles 
are s tate h i g h w a y s and 1,490 miles are 
county roads . Of these, 137 mi les are 
surfaced, 34 mi les are graded, the re-
mainder be ing un improved . T h e prin-
cipal state h i g h w a y is the Spanish 
Trail , which enters the county f r o m the 
east and extends t o Durango . F r o m 
here it branches , o n e road running 
wes t to M a n c o s and Cortez in Monte-
zuma county , and the M e s a V e r d e 
national park. A n o t h e r branch runs 
south to Farmington and on to south-
ern Cal i fornia b y w a y of the Grand 
Canon. T h e r e are m a n y exce l lent 
roads radiat ing f r o m Durango in all 
d irect ions. A state h ighway f r o m 
Durango to Si lverton has recent ly been 
completed , so that it is n o w poss ib le 
f or automobi l i s ts to travel f r o m the 
Spanish Trai l at D u r a n g o north 
though Si lverton and Ouray to the 
R a i n b o w Route at Montrose . 

Educational—The county is d iv ided 
into 37 public s choo l districts, in w h i c h 
are located 78 schools , e m p l o y i n g 140 
teachers . Of these, 14 are sen ior high 
schools , one junior high schoo l , 19 ele-
mentary schools , and 44 rural schoo ls . 
T h e average daily a t tendance in 1928 
was 2,461, and the per capi ta cost , 
based on attendance , was $108.50, 
which c o m p a r e s with $134.24 f o r the 
state. T h e Fort Lewis Schoo l of Agr i -
culture, Mechanica l and Househo ld 
Arts, c onnec ted with the State Agri -
cultural col lege, is located at Hes-
perus. T h e r e is a business co l l ege at 
Durango. T h e government has s choo l s 
f o r the Indians in the Consol idated Ute 
Reservat ion . 

Climatological Data—The rainfall in 
the southern part varies f r o m 14 inches 
to 16 inches. In the western part it 
runs as high as 18 inches and in the 
north it r eaches nearly 30 inches . T h e 
c l imate is sub jec t to extremely low 
temperatures in the north but is equa-
ble in the south, espec ia l ly wel l 
adapted to s tockrais ing and general 
farming . Normal annual m e a n temper-
ature at Durango is 47 degrees Fahren-
heit. T h e average number of days be-
tween kil l ing f ros ts is 127, the last 
kil l ing f ros t in the spr ing usually oc -
curr ing b e t w e e n Apri l 28 and June 3, 
and first in the fall be tween Septem-
ber 14 and October 16. 

Tourist Attractions—This is a dis-
trict of unsurpassed s c e n i c beauty , 
and the n u m b e r of v i s i tors has b e e n 
great ly inc reased b y the o p e n i n g of 
the Spanish Trail , w h i c h permi ts auto-
mob i l e t rave lers to m a k e the trip 
f r o m the c it ies in the eastern part of 
the state to D u r a n g o and the M e s a 
V e r d e nat ional park. T h e road f r o m 
Durango to S i lver ton has o p e n e d a 
w ide range o f beaut i fu l mounta in scen-
ery, w h i c h had been w h o l l y inacces -
s ib le to the automobi l i s t . L a P lata 
county is one of the leaders in t h e 
cons t ruc t i on of g o o d roads . T h e r e is 
exce l l ent trout fishing in m a n y of the 
mounta in s t reams and except iona l ly 
fine fishing is a f f orded in s o m e o f the 
mountain lakes. T h e Ute Indian res-
ervat ion and s choo l at I g n a c i o is a 
point of c ons iderab le interest t o tour-
ists. 

Cities and T o w n s — T h e c o u n t y has 
f o u r incorporated t owns . Durango , the 
county seat, is the pr inc ipal c ity and 
distr ibuting center f o r the San Juan 
district . It is an important industrial 
center and a m a r k e t of impor tance . 
Its est imated populat ion in 1925 w a s 
6,000, c o m p a r e d with 4,686 in 1910. 
Its alt i tude is 6,505 f e e t a b o v e s e a 
level . Ignacio , o n the D e n v e r & R i o 
Grande W e s t e r n rai lroad in the P i n e 
r iver val ley , is an important agr icul -
tural town, wi th a populat ion of 290 in 
1920. A n i m a s City has a populat ion of 
275, and Bayf ie ld , east of D u r a n g o and 
center of an agricultural district , has 
a populat ion of 350. Other posto f f i ces 
in the county a r e : Al l i son , Breen , 
Falfa, Hesperus , Kl ine , L a B o c a , La-
plata, Ox ford , R e d m e s a , R o c k w o o d , 
T a c o m a and Ti f fany . 

Special Opportunities—Opportunities 
are o f fered h e r e both f o r agricultural 
d e v e l o p m e n t and f o r prospec t ing and 
min ing deve lopment . T h e h o m e s t e a d 
land inc ludes s o m e areas suitable f o r 
farming , and a c o n s i d e r a b l e a m o u n t 
of graz ing land. Pr ivate ly o w n e d 
land m a y be obtained at pr i ces l o w e r 
than prevai l in m o s t sec t i ons of the 
state. T h e r e is an ex tens ive mineral -
ized area within the county , m u c h of 
which has been inadequate ly pros-
p e c t e d . E x t e n s i v e coal depos i ts are 
found, but d e v e l o p m e n t has been s l o w 
on a c c o u n t o f r e m o t e n e s s f r o m large 
markets . Cheap p o w e r and cheap coal 
m a k e this a rea a f a v o r a b l e p lace f o r 
manufac tur ing deve l opment , though it 
is at present r emote f r o m ex tens ive 
markets . T h e r e are i m m e n s e suppl ies 
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of bui ld ing s t o n e and c lays , w h i c h 
must wait f o r d e v e l o p m e n t until the 
surround ing c o u n t r y is sett led, s o as 
to p rov ide a be t ter out let f o r the prod-
ucts . C e m e n t r o c k is abundant , with 
a g o o d loca l market . D u r a n g o is sup-
plied with natural gas f o r d o m e s t i c and 
industrial purposes f r o m N e w Mex i co . 

Banks—There are f our banks in the 
county , three at Durango and one at 
Ignac io . The i r c o m b i n e d depos i ts on 
D e c e m b e r 31, 1928, amounted to 
$3,340,127. 

Commercial Organizations—The prin-
cipal c o m m e r c i a l organizat ion is the 
Durango E x c h a n g e at Durango . 

G E N E R A L De-
s c r i p t i o n — 

M o n t e z u m a coun-
ty is in the ex-
t reme s o u t h w e s t 
c o r n e r o f C o l o -
rado, the southern 
b o u n d a r y be ing 
f o r m e d b y New 
M e x i c o a n d t h e 
western boundary 
by Utah. It is of 
an i r regular rec-
tangular o u t l i n e , 
with an e x t r e m e length, east and west , 
of about 50 miles , and an ex t reme 
width , north and south, of about 38 
mi les . Its area is 1,312,640 acres , o r 
about t w i c e that o f the state of R h o d e 
Island. It is a b r o k e n table land in 
the south and west , r is ing rather 
abrupt ly to the summits of the La 
Plata mounta ins in the northeast . T h e 
alt i tude r a n g e s f r o m about 5,600 f ee t 
in the southeast to nearly 13.000 f ee t 
at the s u m m i t s of s o m e of the peaks 
in the northeast . 

Early H i s t o r y — T h e first k n o w n in-
habi tants o f this a rea w e r e Cliff 
Dwel lers , so -cal led b e c a u s e of the pe-
cul iar charac ter of their habitat ions, 
w h o at o n e t ime l ived in large num-
bers here and in ad jo in ing parts of 
N e w M e x i c o , A r i z o n a and Utah. Ex-
tens ive ruins of their dwel l ings , tem-
ples and even of c i t ies of c o n s i d e r a b l e 
size, are f ound in m a n y o f the canons 
in t h e southern and eastern parts of 
the county , espec ia l ly in the v ic ini ty 
of M e s a V e r d e national park. T h e 
first k n o w n whi te sett lers in what is 
n o w M o n t e z u m a county c a m e in 1873, 
soon a f ter the treaty of p e a c e had 
been s igned with the Indians o f this 
reg ion . T h e r e w a s m u c h prospec t ing 
f o r go ld here , but f e w important dis-
c o v e r i e s w e r e m a d e and m o s t of the 
set t lers w e r e farmers , ra is ing exce l l ent 
c r o p s in the M a n c o s and M o n t e z u m a 
va l leys . T h e county was organized in 

1889, be ing f o r m e d f r o m the western 
part of La Plata county , and was 
named f o r a f amous ruler of the 
Aztecs . 

R a n k — T h e county ranks a m o n g the 
63 count ies in the state, twentieth in 
area, thirty-sixth in populat ion, forty-
sixth in assessed valuation, twenty-
third in bank depos i ts , thirty-ninth in 
agricultural values, twenty-second in 
dairy catt le values, thirty-fifth in 
range catt le values, tenth in sheep 
values, thirty-sixth in swine values, 
seventeenth in coa l mining, thirty-
eighth in manufactur ing , thirty-fifth in 
rai lroad mileage , twenty-second in 
h i g h w a y mi leage and thirty-fifth in the 
n u m b e r of m o t o r vehic les . 

Topography and Soil—In the west-
ern part the sur face is a high table 
land, cut by numerous streams, all 
tr ibutary to the San Juan r iver . Ex-
ce l lent farming land is to be f ound in 
the narrow val leys of these streams, as 
well as on many o f the high mesas 
ly ing be tween them. T h e soil Is a 
sandy loam, very deep and ferti le, with 
a wide range of c o l o r and texture. 
Further east the country b e c o m e s 
broken and mountainous , suitable only 
for graz ing purposes . T h e Montezuma 
national f o res t extends into the north-
eastern corner of the county . 

Population—The populat ion in 1920 
was 6,260, c ompared with 5,029 in 1910, 
the increase be ing 24.5 per cent . T h e 
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est imated populat ion in 1925 was 6,925. 
In 1920 the f o re ign -born whi te popula-
tion w a s 3.9 per cent of the total, c o m -
pared with 5.4 per c ent in 1910. T h e 
principal f o re ign nat ional i t ies are Ger-
man, Canadian and Engl ish. T h e r e is 
cons iderab le Indian populat ion, the 
southern part of the county be ing an 
Indian reservat ion . T h e entire popu-
lation is rural. 

Drainage and Water Supply—The 
southern and western parts of the 
county are drained by the San Juan 
r iver and its tributaries, whi le the Do-
lores r iver r ises in the nor theastern 
part and drains that terr i tory . T h e 
principal tr ibutaries of the San Juan 
in this county are the M a n c o s r iver , 
St. E l m o c reek and Cross Canon 
creek . Most of these s treams h a v e 
their sources in a reg ion of high rain-
fall in the eastern part of the county 
and carry plenty o f water f or irriga-
tion purposes . D o m e s t i c water is ob-
tained principal ly f r o m wel ls , and is 
f ound at depths ranging f r o m 25 to 75 
feet . 

Industr ies—The principal industr ies 
are agriculture, s tockra is ing and min-
ing. A large percentage of the land 
in the eastern part of the county is 
suitable f o r cult ivat ion and m u c h of 
the higher land in the nor thwest is 
fine grazing area. T h e agricultural 
terr itory is v e r y imper fec t ly deve loped , 
chief ly because of the lack of trans-
portation faci l i t ies . T h e va lue of all 
farm property on January 1, 1925, as 
reported by the census , was $3,478,623. 
L i v e s t o c k on farms inc luded 3,845 
horses , 19,926 catt le and 5,180 swine . 
In the mounta inous sect ion in the 
northeast , there is cons iderab le min-
eral , and metal mining is be ing car-
ried on to a l imited extent. T h e r e are 
also extens ive coal depos i ts in the 
eastern part and s o m e coal is be ing 
mined . Coal output in 1928 w a s 7,399 
tons, mos t ly used local ly . 

Crops—The principal crops , in the 
o rder of their impor tance and value, 
are hay, wheat , fruits, oats, dry beans , 
corn, potatoes and barley . T h e esti-
mated farm value of all c rops in 1928 
was $886,650, of which $502,890 w a s in 
hay, $123,320 in wheat , $64,020 in 
fruits , $-15,050 in oats, $44,050 in dry 
beans, $43,480 in corn, $29,430 in pota-
toes , $20,790 in barley , $2,930 in sor-
ghums, $1,470 in rye and $9,220 in mis-
ce l laneous crops . T h e r e was 43,450 
acres , or 3.3 per cent of the total area, 
under cult ivation. Of the cult ivated 

area 9.1 per c ent w a s in corn, 4.1 p e r 
cent in w inter wheat , 16 per c e n t in 
spr ing wheat , 10.5 per cent in oats , 
3.4 per c ent in barley , and 2.3 per c e n t 
in potatoes . T h e a v e r a g e y i e lds in 
bushels per a c r e o v e r a five-year pe-
riod w e r e : W i n t e r wheat , i rr igated , 
27.3 bushe l s ; non- irr igated, 12.6 bush-
e l s ; spr ing wheat , i rr igated, 24.7 
bushe l s ; non-irrigated, 8.5 b u s h e l s ; 
corn, i rr igated, 28.6 bushe l s ; non-
irr igated, 12.6 bushe l s ; bar ley , irri-
gated, 33.7 bushe l s ; non- irr igated, 14.6 
bushe l s ; potatoes , irr igated, 109.4 
bushe ls ; non- irr igated, 34.4 bushels . 

Mineral Resources—The k n o w n min-
erals are aikinite, c lays , coal , go ld , 
lead, s i lver , s tone and sand. Gold , sil-
ver , c o p p e r and lead have b e e n pro-
duced in c o n s i d e r a b l e quantit ies and 
are still be ing mined . T h e coa l de-
posits are b i tuminous and of g o o d 
quality. 

Timber—There is c o n s i d e r a b l e t im-
ber in the nor theastern part and s o m e 
t imber on the h igher lands in o ther 
parts of the county . P i n e and s p r u c e 
predominate in the northeast , w h i l e 
c edar and pinon are m o r e c o m m o n in 
the l o w e r alt i tudes. 

Land Classification—In 1928 there 
w a s 306,560 a c r e s o f land, or 23.3 per 
cent of the total area, in pr ivate own-
ership. Of this the c o u n t y assessor 
l isted 812 acres as f ru i t land, 35,388 
acres as i rr igated land, 39,638 acres 
as dry fa rming land, 227,068 acres as 
graz ing land, 90 ac res as p r o d u c t i v e 
and 40 ac res as non -product ive coa l 
land, 576 ac res as t imber land, 650 
acres as non-product ive m i n i n g c la ims , 
1,568 ac res as ra i l road r ights -o f -way 
and 730 acres as t o w n lots. T h e r e w a s 
423, SSO acres of g o v e r n m e n t land, 
mos t ly in small and isolated t racts or 
va lued pr inc ipal ly f o r graz ing pur-
poses , open to homes teaders , and 
36,029 a c r e s of unappropr iated state 
land, w h i c h m a y be purchased u p o n 
favorab le terms f r o m the s tate land 
board . T h e r e w a s 224,651 a c r e s in na-
t ional f o res ts . 

Transportation — T h e R i o G r a n d e 
Southern rai lroad, a n a r r o w g a u g e 
road be long ing to the D e n v e r & R i o 
Grande W e s t e r n rai lroad sys tem, en-
ters the county east of M a n c o s , f r o m 
Durango , runs w e s t to D o l o r e s a n d 
north to R i d g w a y and Montrose . T h e 
total mi l eage in t h e county is 62. 

Highways—The county has 1,248 
mi l es of h ighways , of w h i c h 138 mi l es 
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are state h i g h w a y s and 1,110 mi les 
a r e c o u n t y roads . Of these 50 mi les 
are s u r f a c e d and 398 mi les are 
g r a d e d , t h e r e m a i n d e r b e i n g unim-
proved . T h e pr inc ipa l state h i g h w a y 
is tha t l ead ing w e s t f r o m D u r a n g o 
t h r o u g h M a n c o s to Cortez , w h e r e one 
b r a n c h turns south through the south-
ern U t e Indian r e s e r v a t i o n into N e w 
M e x i c o and another n o r t h w e s t through 
D o l o r e s c ounty in to "Utah. T h i s road 
is a cont inuat ion of the Spanish Trai l . 
A t D o l o r e s a state h i g h w a y runs 
nor theas t t o Te l lur ide and another 
north to N o r w o o d . T h e r e are numer-
o u s c o u n t y roads , genera l ly imper-
f e c t l y i m p r o v e d , but suf f i c ient to take 
c a r e o f the p r e s e n t agr icultural de-
v e l o p m e n t . 

Educational—The county is d iv ided 
into 28 publ i c s c h o o l distr icts , in 
w h i c h are l o ca ted 44 s c h o o l s employ -
ing 81 t eachers . Of these three are 
sen ior h i g h schoo ls , three jun io r h igh 
s choo l s , f o u r e l ementary s choo l s and 
34 rural s choo l s . T h e a v e r a g e daily 
a t t e n d a n c e in 1928 w a s 1,384, and the 
per capi ta cost , b a s e d on at tendance , 
w a s $119.13, w h i c h c o m p a r e s wi th 
$134.24 f o r the state. T h e r e are no 
pr iva te s c h o o l s or c o l l eges in the 
county . 

Climatological Data—The rainfal l 
var ies f r o m 13 to 17 inches in the agri-
cultural d istr ic ts in t h e w e s t and 
south. In the north it increases rather 
rapidly, be ing a b o u t 25 inches in the 
e x t r e m e nor theast corner . T h e cli-
m a t e is equab le in the agricultural 
distr icts , espec ia l ly f avorab le f o r gen-
eral f a rming , fruit g r o w i n g and s tock-
rais ing . N o r m a l annual m e a n temper -
ature at M a n c o s is 45.8 degrees Fahr-
enheit . T h e a v e r a g e n u m b e r of days 
b e t w e e n ki l l ing f ros ts is 120, t h e last 
k i l l ing f r o s t in the spr ing usually oc-
curr ing b e t w e e n M a y 31 and June 7 
and first in the fall b e t w e e n September 
5 and S e p t e m b e r 22. 

Tourist Attractions—The M e s a V e r d e 
nat ional park, l o ca ted in this county , 
is g r o w i n g rapidly in i m p o r t a n c e as a 
tour ist point . M a n y r e m a r k a b l e ruins 
of the h o m e s of anc ient Cliff Dwel l e rs 
are f ound in this reg ion , a f ford ing one 
o f the pr inc ipal tourist attract ions . 
T h e park w a s establ ished by execu-
t ive o r d e r in 1906 and e m b r a c e s an 
area of a l ittle less than 80 square 
mi les , or about 49,000 acres . It con-
tains the m o s t no tab le and best pre-

served prehis tor i c cliff dwel l ings in 
the United States, if not in the wor ld . 
Trave l to the park has increased mate-
rially in the past f e w years , and m u c h 
archaeo log i ca l w o r k of inca lculable 
va lue has b e e n uone under govern-
m e n t superv is ion . H o v e n w e e p , a na-
t ional m o n u m e n t of s imi lar h is tor i c 
s igni f i cance , is located in M o n t e z u m a 
county , partial ly in Co lorado and par-
tially in Utah. T h e r e is m u c h fine 
mounta in s cenery in the northeast , 
mos t ly inaccess ib l e to automob i l e 
travel . Fair ly g o o d trout fishing is to 
be f ound in m a n y of the streams. 

Cities and Towns— T h e county h a s 
three incorporated towns . Cortez , the 
county seat, is l ocated near the cen-
ter of the county , just north of Mesa 
V e r d e nat ional park. It is the center 
of an important agricultural district . 
Its populat ion in 1920 w a s 541, c om-
pared with 565 in 1910. Its alt i tude 
is 6,198 f ee t a b o v e sea level . Mancos , 
the principal ra i l road sh ipp ing point, 
is a lso l ocated near the M e s a V e r d e 
nat ional park. Its populat ion in 1920 
w a s 682, c o m p a r e d with 567 in 1910. 
Do lores , another ra i l road t o w n fur-
ther north, had a populat ion of 465 in 
1920, c o m p a r e d with 320 in 1910. 
Other posto f f i ces in the county are : 
A c k m e n , Arr io la , Lebanon , M c E l m o , 
M c P h e e , M e s a V e r d e National Park , 
Stoner , T o w a c and Y e l l o w Jacket . 

Special Opportunities—The principal 
opportuni t ies o f f ered here are a l ong 
the l ine of agricultural deve lopment . 
T h e r e is perhaps r o o m f o r tw i ce as 
large a rural populat ion as the county 
n o w supports , though any extens ive 
d e v e l o p m e n t in this d irect ion will 
probab ly wai t upon better rai lroad fa-
cil ities. T h e large deposits of coal in 
the county are but little worked , be-
cause of r e m o t e n e s s f r o m markets . 
T h e r e is cons iderab le mineral area 
w h i c h o f fers g o o d opportunit ies f o r 
prospec tors . 

Banks—There are three banks in the 
county , o n e each at Cortez , Do lores 
and Mancos . T h e i r c ombined deposits 
on D e c e m b e r 31, 1928, amounted to 
$1,922,504. 

Commercial Organizations — T h e 
principal c o m m e r c i a l organizat ions are 
the M o n t e z u m a County C h a m b e r of 
C o m m e r c e , Cor tez ; C o m m e r c i a l c lub, 
D o l o r e s ; and the M a n c o s Mesa V e r d e 
club, Inc., M a n c o s . 

20 



G E N E R A L De-
s c r i p t i o n — 

Ouray county lies 
in the southwest -
ern part of the 
state, inc luding a 
part o f the r ich 
mineral belt known 
as the San Juan 
district . It is of 
an irregular trian-
gular outl ine, with 
the base toward the 
north. T h e ex t reme 
length north and south is 33 miles, and 
the ex t reme width is about 29 miles. 
Its area is 332,160 acres , or about one-
half that of the state of R h o d e Island. 
T h e southern part is mounta inous 
and the northern part ia level or 
broken, including a portion of the Un-
c o m p a h g r e val ley . T h e alt itude var ies 
f rom 6,300 feet at the north boundary 
to over 14,000 feet at the summits of 
s o m e of the mountains in the south-
ern part. 

Early History—The terr i tory was in-
c luded in the tract of land ceded by 
the Southern Ute Indians to the United 
States in 1873. It had been but little 
explored previous to this t ime, but set-
tlers and prospec tors flocked into the 
entire terr itory immediate ly a f ter the 
treaty was ratified, and rich mineral 
d i s cover ies w e r e s o o n m a d e in the dis-
trict n o w included in Ouray county . In 
the s u m m e r of 1875. a permanent min-
ing c a m p grew up in the heart o f the 
mountains near the southern end of 
C imarron range. T h i s c a m p f o r m e d 
the nuc leus of the town o f Ourav. 
which was named in honor of a well-
known Ute chie f , whose serv i ces to the 
whites in this sect ion were very great. 
Rich d i s cover ies of gold and si lver 
were m a d e in the Mt. Snef fe ls district 
in 1875 and two years later the Virgin-
ius mine was opened . T h e county was 
organized in 1887, at that t ime extend-
ing west to the state line and including 
the terr itory n o w embraced in Dolores 
and San Miguel counties . 

R a n k — T h e county ranks a m o n g the 
63 count ies in the state, fifty-eighth in 
area, fifty-fourth in population, fifty-
sixth in assessed valuation, fifty-first 
in bank deposi ts , fifty-fourth in agri-
cultural values, fifty-fifth in dairy 
catt le values, forty-seventh in range 
catt le values, thirtieth in sheep values, 
forty-ninth in swine values, thirteenth 
in metal mining, twenty- fourth in coal 
mining, forty-ninth in manufactur ing , 
fifty-first in railroad mi leage , fifty-see-

ond in h i g h w a y mi leage and fifty-sixth 
in the n u m b e r of m o t o r vehic les . 

T o p o g r a p h y and S o i l — T h e only agri-
cultural area in the county lies in the 
northern part, pr inc ipal ly in the val ley 
o f the U n c o m p a h g r e river. T h e soil 
here is e x t r e m e l y ferti le , is under ir-
r igation and y ie lds except iona l ly large 
c rops . It is pr incipal ly a sandy loam 
or c l a y e y loam soil , s imi lar to that of 
the l ower U n c o m p a h g r e val ley. A 
thorough soil survey of the U n c o m -
pahgre val ley was m a d e by the bureau 
of soi ls of the United States depart-
ment of agr i cu l ture in 1910, and pub-
lished in 1912. Th is survey appl ies to 
a small part of Ouray county . T h e 
southern part of the county , f r o m 
R i d g w a y to the southern boundary , is 
ex t reme ly rugged and is va luable f or 
its t imber and mineral resources and 
its nat ive grasses . 

Population—In 1920 the population 
was 2,620, c o m p a r e d with 3,514 in 1910. 
the decrease be ing 25.4 per cent. T h i s 
d e c r e a s e has been due ch ie f l y to a fall-
ing off in metal min ing act iv i ty . In 
1920 the fore ign-born w h i t e populat ion 
was 17.2 per cent of the total, c o m -
pared with 25 per cent in 1910. T h e 
principal f o re ign nationalit ies are 
Italian, Swedish and Canadian. 

Drainage and Water Supply—The 
U n c o m p a h g r e r iver and its tr ibutaries 
drain the county and supply water f o r 
irrigation and o ther necessary pur-
poses. T h e s e s t reams have their 
sources in a reg ion of high rainfall and 
usually carry an abundant supply o f 
water the y e a r round. W a t e r f o r do-
mest i c purposes in the northern part 
is prov ided large ly f r o m cisterns and 
in s o m e cases f r o m spr ings and wel ls . 

Industries—The principal industries 
are mining , agr iculture , s tockra is ing 
and lumber ing . Mining is conf ined to 
the mounta inous distr icts in the south , 
w h e r e rich depos i t s of prec ious and 
semi -prec ious metals h a v e been pro-
duced for a great many years . T h e out-
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put of go ld , s i lver , c o p p e r , lead and 
z inc in 1927, w a s $107,559 and the total 
f r o m 1877 to the end of 1927 w a s $78,-
539,546. A g r i c u l t u r e is f o l l o w e d most -
l y in the upper U n c o m p a h g r e val ley , 
and s t o c k m e n in this s e c t i o n graze 
the ir herds on t h e fine graz ing lands 
w i th in the nat ional f o res t s . T h e va lue 
of all f a r m proper ty on January 1, 
1925, as r epor ted b y the census , w a s 
$1,579,790. L i v e s t o c k on f a r m s in-
c luded 1,183 horses , 8,523 cattle , and 
795 swine . T h e r e are va luab le coa l de-
pos i t s in the county but coal , has n o t 
b e e n mined in r e c e n t years . L u m b e r -
ing has b e e n f o l l o w e d on ly to supply 
l o ca l needs . 

C r o p s — T h e pr inc ipal c rops , in the 
o r d e r of the ir i m p o r t a n c e and value , 
are hay, wheat , potatoes , oats , bar ley 
and rye. T h e es t imated f a r m v a l u e of 
all c r o p s in 1928 was $286,530, of w h i c h 
$210,770 w a s in hay , $32,530 in wheat , 
$16,040 in potatoes , $14,200 in oats , 
$10,610 in bar ley , $160 in r y e and 
$2,220 in m i s c e l l a n e o u s c rops . T h e r e 
w a s 14,245 acres , or 4.2 per cent o f the 
total area, under cult ivat ion. Of the 
cu l t ivated area, 1.0 per cent was in 
w i n t e r wheat , 11.9 per c ent in spr ing 
wheat , 7.5 per c ent in oats , 5.9 per 
c ent in bar l ey and 3.0 per c e n t in po-
tatoes . T h e a v e r a g e y ie lds in bushels 
per a c r e o v e r a five-year per iod w e r e : 
W i n t e r wheat , i rr igated, 32.7 bushels , 
non- irr igated , 14.9 b u s h e l s ; spr ing 
wheat , irr igated, 29.0 bushels , non-irri-
gated, 11.6 bushe l s ; corn, irr igated, 
27.1 bushels , non- irr igated, 12.0 bush-
e l s ; bar ley , irr igated, 39.6 bushels , non-
irr igated, 14.0 bushe l s ; potatoes , irri-
gated , 141.7 bushels , non- irr igated, 39.6 
bushels . 

Mineral Resources—The k n o w n ' m i n -
erals are ant imony , alunite, b ismuth, 
c lays , c o p p e r , go ld , iron, lead, si lver, 
tungsten, zinc, granite , s a n d s t o n e and 
a w i d e var ie ty o f o ther s tones . 

T i m b e r — T h e r e is c o n s i d e r a b l e h e a v y 
t imber on the mounta in s lopes within 
the nat ional forests , pr inc ipal ly red 
and w h i t e s p r u c e and y e l l o w pine. 

Land Class i f i cat ion—In 1928 there 
was 162,746 acres of land, or 48.9 per 
cent of the total area, in pr ivate 
ownersh ip . Of this the county assess-
o r l isted 9,824 acres as irr igated land, 
2,128 ac res as natural hay land, 3,460 
ac res as dry f a r m i n g land, 129,405 
acres as graz ing land, 387 ac res as non-
p r o d u c t i v e coa l land, 1,360 ac res as 
t i m b e r land, 14,212 acres as non-pro-
duct ive min ing c la ims, 1,060 acres as 

rai lroad r ights-o f -way and 910 acres as 
t own lots. T h e r e was 22,360 acres o f 
g o v e r n m e n t land, mos t ly in small and 
isolated tracts or valued pr inc ipal ly 
f o r graz ing purposes , open to home-
steaders , and 3,153 acres of unappro -
priated state land which m a y b e pur 
c h a s e d upon favorab le terms f r o m the 
state land board. T h e r e was 126,211 
acres in national f o res t s . 

Transportation—A branch of the 
D e n v e r & R i o G r a n d e W e s t e r n rai lroad 
extends south f r o m M o n t r o s e t o Ouray. 
A t R i d g w a y it c onnec t s with the R i o 
Grande Southern, w h i c h extends south 
to Durango . T h e county has a total o f 
37 mi les of rai lroad. 

Highways—The county has 316 miles 
of h ighways , of w h i c h 50 miles are 
state h ighways and 266 mi les a r e 
county roads. Of these, 77 mi les are 
sur faced and 46 mi les are graded, the 
remainder b e i n g un improved . T h e 
pr inc ipal state h i g h w a y is that lead-
ing south f r o m the R a i n b o w R o u t e at 
Montrose , up the "Uncompahgre val ley 
by w a y of R i d g w a y to Ouray and 
thence south ac ross the mountains t o 
Si lverton. A n o t h e r state h i g h w a y fol -
l ows the c o u r s e of the R i o Grande 
Southern rai lroad w e s t and south to 
P lacerv i l l e and Tel lur ide , in San 
Miguel county . In the northern part 
of the county there are n u m e r o u s 
county roads, adequate in a general 
w a y to serve the agricultural terr i tory . 
In the southern part there are numer-
ous mounta in trails, leading pr inc ipal ly 
f r o m Ouray into the var ious mining 
districts . 

Educational—The county is divided 
into 12 publ i c s choo l districts, in 
which are located 15 schools , employ -
ing 19 teachers . Of these , three are 
e l ementarv schools , and nine rural 
schoo ls . T h e average daily a t tendance 
in 1928 was 293, and the per capita 
cost , based on attendance , w a s $95.29, 
w h i c h c o m p a r e s with $134.24 f o r the 
state. T h e r e is a c ounty high schoo l 
at Ouray g iv ing a full high school 
course . T h e r e are no private s choo l s 
or co l leges in the county . 

Climatological Data—The rainfal l is 
c omparat ive ly h e a v y in all sec t i ons o f 
the county . In the northern part it 
var ies f r o m 15 t o 25 inches. In the 
mounta inous distr icts south f r o m Ridg-
way , it is a b o v e 25 inches, in s o m e 
cases be ing as much as 40 inches . T h e 
c l imate in the northern part is mild 
and favorab le f o r general farming . In 
the mounta inous distr icts f u r t h e r 
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south it is m o r e severe , the snowfa l l 
of the winter being ex t reme ly heavy 
and the high areas be ing s u b j e c t to 
ex t remely low temperatures . 

Tourist Attractions—Ouray has long 
been noted as o n e of the popular tour-
ist points in the state. A mineral hot 
spr ing located here is f amed f o r its 
curat ive propert ies and has been much 
visited by health seekers . T h e moun-
tainous areas about Ouray and further 
south are except ional ly p icturesque. 
T h e h ighway b e t w e e n Ouray and Sil-
verton was o n e of the first mounta in 
h i g h w a y s constructed in this sect ion of 
the state and was or ig inal ly operated 
as a toll road. It is n o w a good auto-
m o b i l e h ighway and is traveled annu-
ally by thousand of tourists and s ight-
seers . 

Cities and Towns—There are t w o in-
corporated towns in the county . Ouray, 
the county seat and principal town, is 
the terminus of a branch of the Den-
v e r & Rio Grande W e s t e r n railroad 
and the principal supply point f o r the 
mining c a m p s farther south. Its pop-
ulation in 1920 was 1,165, c o m p a r e d 
with 1,644 in 1910. Its alt itude is 7,800 
feet above sea level . R idgway , at the 

junct ion of the R i o G r a n d e W e s t e r n 
and R i o Grande Southern, is a prosper -
ous agricultural t o w n and shipping 
point. Its populat ion in 1920 was 400, 
c o m p a r e d with 376 in 1910. Co lona is 
the on ly o ther post o f f i ce in the county . 

Special Opportunities—The princi-
pal opportuni t ies o f f ered here are in 
the l ine o f mineral deve lopment . T h e r e 
is a vast a m o u n t o f h ighly mineral ized 
area in the southern part of the coun-
ty that has been only partial ly pros -
pec ted . T h e mineral depos i ts n o w be-
ing w o r k e d yield good va lues at g rea t 
depths and there is opportuni ty f o r 
prof i table investment in the further de-
ve l opment o f known ore bodies . T h e r e 
is some r o o m f o r agr icultural deve lop-
ment in the northern part. 

B a n k s — T h e r e are two banks in t h e 
county , o n e at Ouray and the other at 
R idgway . T h e i r c o m b i n e d depos i ts 
on D c c c m b c r 31, 1928, amounted t o 
$467,580. 

Commercial Organizations — T h e 
principal c o m m e r c i a l organizat ions are 
the Ouray Recreat i on Assoc iat ion , 
Ouray ; and the C o m m e r c i a l Assoc ia -
tion. R idgway . 

as the San Juan 

G E N E R A L De-
s c r i p t i o n — 

San Juan county 
is in the south-
western part of the 
state, in the heart 
of what is k n o w n 

m i n i n g district . 
Th is mining dis-
trict takes its n a m e 
f rom the San Juan 
m o u n t a i n s , the 
principal range in 
this sect ion of Co lorado , whi le the 
agricultural district to the south, popu-
larly known as the San Juan basin, 
takes its name f r o m the San Juan 
river , which drains southwestern Colo-
rado and nor thwestern N e w Mexico . 
T h e county is of tr iangular shape , 
with an ex t reme length, north and 
south, of 30 miles, and an e x t r e m e 
width at the base of the triangle, of 
25 miles. Its area is 289.920 acres or 
a little m o r e than two-f i fths that o f the 
state of R h o d e Island. T h e r e are but 
f our smal ler count ies in C o l o r a d o ; 
these are Denver , Gilpin, Clear Creek 

and L a k e count ies . T h e sur face is ex-
tremely rugged , with the except ion of 
a f e w smal l mounta in val leys . T h e 
alt itude ranges f r o m about 8,500 f ee t 
at the po int w h e r e the Animas r iver 
c rosses the southern boundary , to m o r e 
than 14,000 feet at the summits of 
s o m e of the peaks in the north. 

Early H istory—So far as is k n o w n 
the early Spanish exp lorers did not 
penetrate the rugged area now in-
c luded in the county , though Spanish 
n a m e s h a v e been g iven to numerous 
r ivers and mounta ins here. John C. 
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F r e m o n t ' s f our th exped i t i on is sup-
posed to have r e a c h e d a po int in this 
c o u n t y la te in 1848, b e f o r e the severe 
w i n t e r f o r c e d the f e w remain ing m e m -
bers o f the party to m a k e a painful 
j o u r n e y b a c k o v e r the mounta ins into 
the San Luis val ley . John Baker ' s ex-
pedi t ion .passed through this r e g i o n in 
1860. P r o s p e c t o r s f o u n d pay o r e here 
a b o u t 1870, but it w a s not until a f ter 
this d istr ict had been purchased f r o m 
t h e S o u t h e r n "Ute Indians in 1873 that 
sett lers b e g a n to c o m e in. Mining de-
v e l o p m e n t w a s rapid, f o r this is one 
o f the r i chest gold and s i lver-bearing 
areas in the state. T h e D u r a n g o & 
Southern rai lroad, n o w a part of the 
D e n v e r & R i o Grande W e s t e r n system, 
was c o m p l e t e d in 1882 and f r o m that 
t ime on an i m m e n s e s tore of weal th 
w a s poured out f r o m the m i n e s in the 
n a r r o w c a n o n s a b o v e Si lverton. T h e 
county w a s organ ized in 1876, be ing 
taken f r o m the northern part of L a 
P lata county . 

Rank—The county ranks a m o n g the 
63 count i es in the state , f i f ty-eighth in 
area, fifty-eighth in populat ion, fifty-
e ighth in assessed valuat ion , forty- f i f th 
in b a n k deposi ts , s ix ty -second in dairy 
catt le va lues , s ixty -second in range 
cat t le va lues , th irty -seventh in sheep 
values , first in meta l mining, fifty-fifth 
in manufac tur ing , fifty-sixth in rai lroad 
mi l eage , s ixt ieth in h i g h w a y mi leage 
and sixty-f irst in the n u m b e r of m o t o r 
veh i c l es . 

Surface and S o i l — S a n Juan county 
e n j o y s the d ist inct ion of be ing the 
on ly c o u n t y in Co lorado in w h i c h there 
is n o t a s ingle f a rm and not an acre 
o f land w h i c h m a y be c lassed as gen-
uine f a r m i n g area. It is perhaps the 
on ly rural county in the United States 
in w h i c h f a r m i n g is not carr ied on, 
e v e n to a l imited extent . T h e soil in 
s o m e of the n a r r o w mounta in val leys is 
e x t r e m e l y fert i le , be ing pr inc ipal ly al-
luvial depos i ts , dark in co l o r and rich 
in (plant f oods . T h e s e areas are ex-
t remely smal l , h o w e v e r , and the alti-
tude is so high that no c rops g r o w ex-
cept a f e w hardy garden vege tab les 
and certa in wi ld grasses'. T h e rock 
strata here have been w r e n c h e d and 
ti lted sharply into unnatural pos i t ions 
by the mighty upheavals which in the 
a g e s past dis f igured this o n c e c om-
parat ive ly leve l area. T h e great ir-
regular i ty of t o p o g r a p h y and strata 
br ings to the sur face a wide range of 
geo l og i ca l f o rmat i ons and a f fords the 
prospec to r and m i n e r opportuni ty to 
e x a m i n e pract i ca l ly all the strata that 

o n e wou ld encounter in dri l l ing d o w n 
nearly f our mi les f r o m the top of the 
m o s t r e cent geo log i ca l f o rmat ions to 
the b o t t o m of the m o s t ancient . 
A m o n g the principal mounta in peaks 
in the county are Garfield, H u n c h b a c k , 
Sultan, Canby, Kendal l , K i n g S o l o m o n 
and R i o Grande Pyramid , the last 
named be ing 13,773 feet high. 

Population—The populat ion in 1920 
was 1,700, c o m p a r e d with 3,063 in 1910, 
the decrease be ing 44.5 per cent. Th is 
large dec rease is due principal ly to a 
decrease in metal min ing operat ions . 
In 1920 the fore ign-born white popu-
lation was 31.3 per cent of the total , 
c o m p a r e d with 43.8 per cent in 1910. 
Th is county has the h ighest percent-
a g e of f ore ign-born populat ion of any 
county in the state, the fore igners , be-
ing e m p l o y e d pr inc ipal ly in the metal 
min ing district . T h e principal f ore ign 
national it ies are Italian, S w e d i s h and 
Austr ian. 

Drainage and Water Supply — T h e 
headwaters of the A n i m a s r iver are in 
this county , and this, witn numerous 
small tr ibutary streams, furnishes the 
dra inage and water supply. This is 
a reg ion of high precipitat ion and lit-
tle diff iculty is exper ienced in obtain-
ing an abundance of water f or all pur-
poses , e x c e p t occas ional ly where mines 
are located on steep slopes far above 
the streams. 

Industries—Mining is the principal 
industry and gives e m p l o y m e n t di-
rect ly or indirect ly to perhaps 75 per 
cent of the population. T h e output 
o f gold, si lver, copper , lead and zinc 
in 1927 was $3,419,371, and total pro-
duct ion f r o m 1875 to the end of 1927 
was $86,226,437. S o m e s tock is pas-
tured in the mounta in val leys . T h e r e 
is cons iderab le t imber, and lumber ing 
has been fo l l owed to a l imited extent 
to supply local needs . S o m e br ick 
has been made for local use at Silver-
ton. 

Mineral Resources—The known min-
era l s are ant imony, arsenic , b luestone, 
c lay, copper , f luorspar, gold, iron, lead, 
mo lybdenum, si lver, tungsten, zinc, 
sand and a wide var iety of stone. Gold, 
si lver, copper , lead and zinc have been 
produced in large quantit ies and still 
are be ing produced. T h e product ion 
of tungsten has begun in the past f e w 
years and is increas ing steadily . 

Timber—There is p lenty of t imber 
on the mountain s lopes and a long the 
streams, pr incipal ly pine, spruce and 
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aspen. T h e g o v e r n m e n t o w n s 201,412 
acres in national f o res ts in the county . 

Land Classification—In 1928 there 
w a s 26,105 acres of land, or nine per 
cent of the total area, in pr ivate owner -
ship. Of this the county assessor 
l isted 200 acres as graz ing land, 195 
acres as t imber land, 24,237 acres as 
non-product ive min ing c la ims, 913 
acres as rai lroad r ights-of -way and 
560 acres as town lots. T h e r e w a s 
54,630 acres of g o v e r n m e n t land, most -
ly in small and isolated tracts or 
valued pr inc ipal ly f o r graz ing pur-
poses, o p e n to homesteaders , and 7,422 
acres of unappropriated state land 
which m a y be purchased upon favor -
able terms f r o m the state land board. 
T h e r e w a s 202,707 acres in nat ional 
forests . 

Transportation — A narrow gauge 
branch of the Denver & R i o Grande 
Wes tern rai lroad extends f r o m Silver-
ton to Durango. Short l ines connect -
ing with this road at Si lverton extend 
into the three principal canons radiat-
ing f r o m the t own and serve the m o s t 
important mining districts. T h e 
county has 29 miles of rai lroad. 

Highways—The county has 137 
miles o f h ighways , of which 45 mi les 
are state h i g h w a y s and 92 mi les are 
county roads. Of these , 39 mi les are 
sur faced and five miles are graded, the 
remainder being unimproved. T h e 
h ighway f r o m Si lverton to Ouray is 
widely k n o w n as one of the most re-
markab le mountain h ighways in 
Amer i ca , t ravers ing an except ional ly 
p ic turesque scenic area. It is connect -
ed at Si lverton with a road f r o m 
D u r a n g o which makes it poss ib le f o r 
automobi le travelers to go north f r o m 
the Spanish Trail at Durango through 
the picturesque San Juan mountain 
district to a connect ion with the Rain-
b o w Route at Montrose , o r v i ce versa. 
T h e r e are numerous mountain trails, 
used principally f or the m o v i n g of ores 
and f o r carry ing supplies to the mines. 

Educational—The county compr i ses 
o n e public school district, in which 
are located three schools , employ ing 
12 teachers . Of these, o n e is a senior 
high s choo l and two are e lementary 
schoo ls . T h e average daily attend-
ance in 1928 was 162, and the per 
capita cost , based on at tendance , w a s 
$218.09, w h i c h c o m p a r e s with $134.24 
for the state. T h e r e are n o private 
schoo ls or co l l eges in the county . 

Climatologicai Data—The precipita-

tion here is e x t r e m e l y heavy , a v e r a g -
ing a b o v e 25 inches in all parts of the 
county . T h e c l imate is s o m e w h a t se-
vere , the s u m m e r s be ing shor t and 
p leasant and the w inters long, s u b j e c t 
to v e r y l ow temperatures and h e a v y 
snowfa l l . Transpor ta t i on is we l l main -
tained throughout the winter , the dis-
trict be ing s e l d o m cut off f r o m c o m -
municat ion b y rail w i th the o u t s i d e 
terr i tory f o r m o r e than a f e w days at 
a t ime. 

Cities and Towns — T h e r e are t w o in-
corpora ted t o w n s in the county . Sil-
ver ton , the county seat and pr inc ipal 
c ity is the supply po int f o r a r i ch 
min ing district , ly ing pr inc ipa l ly to 
the north. Its populat ion in 1920 w a s 
1,150, c o m p a r e d wi th 2,153 in 1910. Its 
e levat ion a b o v e sea leve l is 9,302 feet . 
Eureka , 9,800 feet high, has a popula-
tion of 150. H o w a r d s v i l l e is the only 
o ther post of f ice in the county . 

Tourist Attractions—Silverton has 
l ong been recogn ized as one o f the 
beauty-spots of Co lorado , and has been 
visited annual ly b y hundreds of tour-
ists. T h e t o w n itself , s i tuated in a 
narrow mounta in val ley with lo f ty 
peaks on all s ides, is r ivaled in t h e 
p i c turesqueness of its locat ion only b y 
the ne ighbor ing t o w n s of Te l lur ide and 
Ouray. T h e mounta ins h e r e af ford a 
wonder fu l ly var ied v is ta o f f orests , 
waterfal ls , canons and rugged peaks, 
such as can be found only in the San 
Juan region. T h e c o m p l e t i o n of the 
Durango-Si lverton h i g h w a y has great ly 
increased automob i l e tour ist travel 
and has m a d e access ib l e to au tomob i l e 
travelers s o m e of the m o s t w o n d e r f u l 
mounta in s c e n e r y on the cont inent . 
T h e r e are n u m e r o u s interest ing re-
mains of the l i fe of f o r m e r ages to b e 
found here, both m a n and beast . 
Ruined cliff dwe l l ings s imi lar t o those 
o f the M o n t e z u m a val ley are f ound in 
the upper A n i m a s canon . Foss i l re-
mains of huge animals , pr inc ipal ly 
m a m m a l s b e l o n g i n g t o a geo log i ca l 
period of the r e m o t e past w h e n this 
w a s a c o m p a r a t i v e l y level c ountry , 
perhaps n e a r the shore of a great lake , 
are f o u n d in the rocks . 

Special Opportunities—The on ly op -
portunit ies of i m p o r t a n c e o f f e red h e r e 
are a long the l ine of fur ther m i n i n g 
d e v e l o p m e n t o r of p rospec t ing . T h e r e 
is c ons iderab le terr i tory in t h e c o u n t y 
that has n e v e r been mined and f u r t h e r 
prospec t ing may reveal pay o r e in 
these districts . T h e r e is a lso o p p o r -
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tunity in near ly all the min ing c a m p s 
f o r the i n v e s t m e n t of m o n e y in the 
f u r t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t o f ve ins a lready 
l o cated and partly opened . T h e im-
m e n s e profits that h a v e been m a d e in 
min ing in this d istr ict are the best 
p r o o f s of the probab le returns to be 

der ived f r o m such investments , when 
care fu l ly m a d e and safeguarded . 

Banks—The county has one bank, 
which is located at Si lverton. 

Commercial Organizations—The only 
c o m m e r c i a l organizat ion is the Com-
merc ia l c lub, at Si lverton. 

G E N E R A L De-
s c r i p t i o n — 

San Miguel c o u n t y 
l ies in the south-
wes tern part of the 
state , the wes tern 
boundary b e i n g 
f o r m e d by the state 
o f Utah. It is of 
r e c t a n g u l a r f o r m 
with regular bound-
ary l ines, e x c e p t in 
the east and south-
east , w h e r e moun-
tain ranges f o rm the county divis ion. 
Its e x t r e m e length, east and west , is 
about 75 miles , and the e x t r e m e width 
is about 25 miles . T h e area o f the 
c o u n t y is 824,320 acres , o r about 325,-
000 a c r e s less than the area of the 
s tate of De laware . T h e alt i tude var ies 
f r o m a b o u t 5,000 feet in the wes t to 
near ly 14,000 feet at the s u m m i t s of 
s o m e of the peaks on the eastern 
boundary . 

Early History — T h i s district , l ike 
o ther s e c t i o n s o f southwestern Colo-
rado, w a s ' the h o m e of a prehistor ic 
r a c e k n o w n as the Cliff Dwel lers , and 
r e m a i n s of their abodes are to be 
f ound in n u m e r o u s canons in the west-
ern part o f the county . Ear ly Span-
ish exp lorers probab ly got as far 
north as San Miguel county , but n o au-
thent i c r e c o r d s of their wander ings are 
avai lable . Spanish n a m e s are c om-
m o n f o r mounta in ranges and small 
s t r e a m s in this as in other sec t i ons of 
s o u t h w e s t e r n Co lorado . T h e first rec-
o r d of a n y min ing in the county was 
in 1875, w h e n p lacer ing for go ld w a s 
carr ied on in a smal l w a y on s o m e of 
the sand b a n k s o f the San Miguel 
r iver . T h e county was organized in 
1883 f r o m a part of Ouray county . 

Rank—The county ranks a m o n g the 
63 c o u n t i e s in the state, thirty-third in 
area, thirty-ninth in populat ion , forty-
e ighth in assessed valuation, thirty-
sixth in bank depos i ts , forty-s ixth in 
agr icul tural values , f o r ty - second in 

dairy catt le values, thirty-ninth in 
range catt le values, fifteenth in sheep 
values, forty-sixth in swine values, 
fourth in metal mining, twenty-second 
in coal mining, forty-f irst in manufac -
turing, forty-third in railroad mileage, 
thirty-eighth in h ighway mileage and 
forty-ninth in the number of motor 
vehic les . 

Topography and Soil—The sur face in 
the w e s t is a broken plateau or table 
land, c rossed by numerous canons and 
narrow val leys . It r ises gradually to 
the central part and then abruptly 
into the mounta in ranges which f o r m 
the southeast and east boundary. T h e 
soil of the narrow val leys is princi-
pally alluvial and of great ferti l i ty . 
T h e mesas and plateaus in the west-
ern part are of a sandy loam or grav-
elly soil suitable f o r cult ivation in 
s o m e sect ions , but in o thers are made 
up of shales and cannot be farmed. 
T h e r e is no soil survey of this area 
avai lable . 

Population—The population in 1920 
was 5,281, c o m p a r e d with 4,700 in 1910, 
the increase be ing 12.4 per cent. Esti-
mated populat ion In 1925 was 5,610. 
In 1920 the fore ign-born white popula-
tion was 19.9 per cent , compared with 
33.6 per c ent in 1910. The fore ign-
born population is employed princi-
pally in the metal mines in the Tel lu-
ride district . T h e principal foreign na-
t ionalit ies are Italian, Finnish and 
Engl ish . 
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Drainage and Water Supply—The 
San Miguel r iver has its source near 
the San Miguel mounta ins on the 
southeastern border and drains the en-
tire eastern part of the county . T h e 
Do lores r iver flows ac ross the w e s t e r n 
part. T h e s e s treams furnish a g o o d 
supply of water the year around. T h e 
San Miguel r iver and its tr ibutaries 
carry most o f the water f o r the min-
ing operat ions in the eastern end and 
an abundant supply f o r the l imited 
a m o u n t of irr igable land in this part 
of the county . W a t e r f o r domest i c 
purposes in s o m e sect ions is obta ined 
f r o m wells , be ing reached at depths 
rang ing f r o m 25 to 125 feet . 

Industries—The principal industries 
a r e mining, agriculture, s tockra is ing 
and lumbering . Perhaps 50 per cent of 
the people in the county depend direct-
ly or indirect ly upon mining act iv it ies 
f o r support . In 1927 the mines pro-
duced $2,118,333 in gold, silver, copper , 
and lead. Be tween 1875 and the end 
o f 1927, the mines had a total output 
o f $115,194,302. T h e r e is cons iderab le 
arab le land in the western part of the 
county , but little of it has ever been 
broken because of r e m o t e n e s s f r o m 
transportat ion faci l it ies. Good pasture 
is f ound in the national f o res t areas 
in the eastern part of the c ounty and 
s tockra is ing is f o l l owed rather exten-
sively, espec ia l ly a long the streams in 
this sect ion. T h e value of all f a r m 
property on January 1, 1925, as re-
ported bv the census , w a s $2,434,540. 
L ives to ck on farms included 2,404 
horses , 15,472 catt le and 1,796 swine . 

Timber—Heavy pine and spruce 
t imber is found on the mountain 
slopes, and lumber ing and t ie-making 
have been fo l l owed rather extens ive ly . 
T h e r e is cons iderab le p inon and cedar 
t imber , espec ia l ly in the western part. 

C r o p s — T h e principal crops , in the 
o rder o f their impor tance and value, 
are hay, barley, oats, wheat , corn and 
potatoes . T h e est imated fa rm value 
of all c rops in 1928 was $555,770, o f 
which $440,180 was in hay, $46,630 in 
barley, $23,600 in oats, $15,160 in 
wheat , $5,710 in corn. $5,180 in pota-
toes , $1,310 in rye , $780 in sorghums, 
$370 in fruits and $11,340 in miscel la-
neous crops . T h e r e was 28,215 acres , 
or 3.4 per cent of the total area, under 
cult ivation. Of the cult ivated area, 2.1 
per cent was in corn, 2.4 per cent in 
winter wheat , 2.1 per cent in spr ing 
wheat , 25.4 per cent in oats , 15.7 per 
cent in barley, 1.0 per c ent in r y e and 

0.8 per c ent in potatoes . T h e a v e r a g e 
y ie lds in bushe ls per acre o v e r a five-
y e a r per iod w e r e : W i n t e r wheat , ir-
igated, 27.8 bushels , non- irr igated, 15.5 
bushe ls ; spr ing wheat , i rr igated, 23.8 
bushels , non- irr igated, 9.7 bushe l s ; 
corn, i rr igated, 29.8 bushels , non-irri-
gated, 14.7 bushe l s ; bar ley , irr igated, 
36.6 bushels , non- irr igated, 17.6 bush-
e ls : potatoes , irr igated, 142.0 bushels , 
non- irr igated, 45.5 bushels . 

Mineral Resources—The k n o w n min-
erals are ant imony , bar ium, c lays , cop -
per, coal , carnot i te and o t h e r r a d i u m 
ores, fluorspar, gold, iron, lead, plati-
num, si lver, tungsten, zinc, sand and a 
w i d e var ie ty o f bui lding stone. Gold, 
si lver, copper , lead and z inc have been 
produced in large quantit ies f o r a great 
m a n y years and are still be ing pro-
duced . Carnot i te has been mined to 
s o m e extent f o r about 10 years . S o m e 
c lay has been dug f o r br i ck m a k i n g , 
and bui lding s tone has b e e n quarr ied 
to a l imited extent f o r loca l uses . 

Land Classification—In 1928 there 
was 235,743 acres of land, or 28.6 p e r 
cent of the total area, in pr ivate 
ownersh ip . Of this the county assess-
o r listed 7,347 ac res as i rr igated land. 
8.113 acres as dry f a r m i n g land, 207,-
545 acres as graz ing land, 160 acres as 
non-product ive coa l land, 547 ac res as 
t imber land, 10,598 acres as non-pro-
duct ive min ing c la ims, 1.193 acres as 
railroad r ights-o f -way and 240 acres as 
t o w n lots. T h e r e w a s 250.540 acres of 
g o v e r n m e n t land, mos t ly in small and 
isolated tracts o r va lued pr inc ipal ly 
f o r graz ing purposes , open to h o m e -
steaders , and 19,679 acres of unappro -
priated state land which m a y be pur-
chased upon favorab le terms f r o m the 
state land board . T h e r e w a s 172.078 
acres in nat ional f o res t s . 

Transportation — T h e R i o Grande 
Southern rai lroad passes through the 
e x t r e m e eastern end of the county . 
This is the only rai lroad, and po ints 
on the western b o r d e r are ful ly 60 
mi les f r o m shipping stat ions. T h e 
county has 47 mi les of rai lroad. 

Highways—The c o u n t y has 557 
miles of h ighways , of w h i c h 143 mi l es 
are state h i g h w a y s and 414 mi les are 
county roads . Of these, 15 mi les are 
sur faced and" 128 mi les are graded, the 
r emainder be ing un improved . T h e 
principal state h i g h w a y is that w h i c h 
runs south f rom M o n t r o s e through the 
eastern part of San Migue l c ountv b y 
w a y of P lacerv i l l e and V a n c e Junct ion , 
wi th a branch to Te l lur ide . A t Placer-
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vi l le another state h i g h w a y runs north 
and w e s t through N o r w o o d into the 
P a r a d o x va l l ey in M o n t r o s e c ounty and 
t h e n c e into Utah. A t N o r w o o d it con-
n e c t s w i th a state h i g h w a y running 
south t h r o u g h D o l o r e s county to Cor-
tez, and another running w e s t and 
south into D o l o r e s c ounty and thence 
to Utah. County r oads here are gen-
eral ly poor ly i m p r o v e d and s e r v e on ly 
a smal l port ion of the large terr i tory 
in the w e s t e r n part of the county . 

Educational—The c o u n t y is d iv ided 
into 15 publ ic s c h o o l districts , in w h i c h 
are l o ca ted 27 s choo l s , e m p l o y i n g 45 
teachers . T h e s e inc lude t w o senior 
h igh schoo l s , t w o e l ementary s choo l s 
and 23 rural s choo ls . T h e average 
dai ly a t t e n d a n c e in 1928 w a s 662, and 
the per cap i ta cost , based on attend-
ance , w a s $117.89, which c o m p a r e s 
with $134.24 f o r the state. T h e r e are 
no pr ivate s c h o o l s o r c o l l eges in the 
county . 

Climatological Data—The rainfall in 
the wes tern part averages about 14 
inches , but increases rapidly toward 
the east, be ing about 25 inches in the 
eastern half of the county . T h e cli-
m a t e in the wes tern part is mild and 
p leasant and in the m o u n t a i n distr icts 
in the east the winters are l ong and 
severe . T h e s u m m e r s are short , but 
p leasant . T h e snowfa l l during the win-
ter is e x t r e m e l y heavy in this part of 
the county . N o r m a l annual mean tem-
perature at Te l lur ide is 39.3 degrees 
Fahrenhe i t . 

Tourist Attractions—Telluride has 
l ong b e e n a popular s topp ing p lace 
f o r ra i lway tourists v is i t ing western 
Co lorado . It is beaut i fu l ly l ocated in 
a n a r r o w mounta in val ley , surrounded 
on all s ides b y high mounta in peaks. 
A la ck of wel l i m p r o v e d automob i l e 

roads has kept this district back in 
c o m p a r i s o n wi th other sec t ions o f 
western Co lorado dur ing the past f o u r 
or five years , w h e n automobi le travel 
has been increased rapidly . Scen i c 
at tract ions h e r e are as fine as can be 
found any p lace in Co lorado . Good 
trout fishing is to be had in the m o u n -
tain s t reams w h i c h have no mines o r 
mil ls a long their courses to muddy the 
waters . Trout lake, in the southeast-
ern part o f the county , is a popular 
fishing resort . 

Cities! and T o w n s — T h e r e are t h r e e 
incorporated towns in the county , 
Tel lur ide , the county seat and princi-
pal town, is in the heart of the m o s t 
important min ing district in the coun-
ty. Its populat ion in 1920 w a s 1,618, 
c o m p a r e d with 1,756 in 1910. Its al-
t itude is 8,500 f ee t a b o v e sea level . 
Ophir, altitude 9,800 feet , has a popu-
lation of 35, and N o r w o o d , an inland 
agricultural town, has a populat ion o f 
400. Other post of f ices in the county 
are : Cedar, Egnar , Gladel, L e o n a r d , 
P lacerv i l l e and Vanadium. 

Special Opportunities — Al though 
metal min ing has been carr ied on in 
this county f o r a great many years , 
there is still mineral ized area that has 
n o t been wel l prospected . In the 
western part of the county there are 
large carnot i te deposits which have 
had almost no deve lopment . T h e west-
ern half of the county has very f e w 
inhabitants and o f fers opportuni ty for 
d e v e l o p m e n t a long varied lines, but 
such d e v e l o p m e n t will perhaps wait 
upon further transportat ion faci l i t ies . 

Banks—The only b a n k in the county 
is at N o r w o o d . 

Commercial Organizations—The only 
c o m m e r c i a l organizat ion is the L ions 
c lub at Tel lur ide . 

MISCELLANEOUS DATA OF SAN JUAN BASIN COUNTIES, ON BASIS OF 1925 CENSUS 

Population 
Area, Sq. Mi 
Population per Sq. Mi. 

Per Capita Data 
Assessed Valuation 
Taxes Levied 
Bank Deposits 

Land Area by 
Percentages 

Patented 
Homestead 
National Forest 
State Land 
Non-Patented 

Archuleta Dolores I La Plata Montezuma 

3,752 
1,220 

3.08 

$1,224 
28.87 
63.93 

43.21 
11.82 
51.03 

2.28 
65.12 

1,584 
1,043 

1.52 

$1,040 
40.42 

29.02 
10.31 
46.61 

1.37 
58.29 

$1 

.448 
,851 

3.58 

,335 
41.24 

242.27 

37.42 
12.67 
31.99 

1.34 
46.01 

Ouray San Juan 

6,956 
2,051 

3.39 

$ 907 
34.68 

192.54 

23.35 
32.28 
17.11 
2.74 

52.13 

2,620 
519 

5.05 

$1,534 
50.37 

152.41 

48.99 
6.73 

37.99 
0.95 

45.67 

1,700 
453 

3.75 

$2,125 
54.69 

319.35 

9.00 
18.84 
69.91 
2.56 

91.31 
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