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BEEF PRODUCTION IN COLORADO 
By C. 1. BRAY 

Meat is the most popular if not the most necessary source of 
protein for balancing the human diet. One-third of the money paid 
out by the average American family for food goes for meat and 
fish. Meat forms the basis of practically all meals, either at home 
or in the restaurant. Meat supplies 30 per cent of the protein and 
59 per cent of the fat in the average diet. :Meats are more thor­
oughly digested thnn most foods, 96 per cent of the protein and 97 
per cent of the fat being digestible. 

",,yhile the cattle business has had to face serious reductions in 
value in the deflation process that follo"ed "I\'ar conditions, this 
reduction is not seriously out. of proportion to that in other lines. 
Feed prices will not likely be any higher in proportion to cattle 
prices. 'While profits may not be as large as in 1917-1918, the money 
made "ill have a higher purchasing power. Man must have pro­
tein in his diet and will choose that form that most appeals to his 
taste. We now haye less cat.tle in proportion to population than 
ever before, and to a large extent the supply of beef for the Amer­
ican people must be raised in America. There is little likelihood 
of over-supplying the demand, or reaching a point where cattle­
men cannot get reasonable prices for t.heir marketable stock. 

THE PLACE OF BEEF CATTLE 
Beef cattle are especially well adapted to Colorado conditions 

because of t.he grazing afforded by Forest reserves, public ranges 
or rough land on farms. Beef catt.le are best suited to utilize the 
rougher and more unmarketable hays, straw and fodder produced 
on farms. They do not require the close, personal attention given 
to dairy cattle, and can be handled in larger numbers and at greater 
distances from headquarters. High-priced grain feeds are not needed 
except for fancy breeding stock or when finishing the steer for 
market. On medium-sized dry land farms, it is usually profit.a.ble 
to produce beef in connection with other farming operations, es­
pecially ift.here is some grazing land available. The big C<'lttle­
man has no monopoly on t.he beef indust.ry. The greater part of 
our beef is produced either by small range-men wit.h herds of 150 
head or less or by farmers who sell only 5 to 15 head of cattle 
annually. 

BEEF CA TILE IN COLORADO 
Colorado has been an important cat.tle st.ate since. the West was 

first opened. The mountain land in the State is especially adapted 
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