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Dreadlocks? Mohawks?
Spiked punk hair?
Those trendy ‘dos
are strictly amateur
compared to what

porcupines have

done with
their hair.

1a
1 a%ze pointy mds out) are
ydified hairs. A punk
‘weg;gaas dved spikes may
threatening, but &%1@‘}; are nothi
like the true arsenal of Spi ikes cover-
ing the tail and back of a gmi{:ﬁg}%g ¢
IU's not the quills z%zaz tfirst see
when you meet a porct

»f short, stiff quil %M
i s long,
the animal from evebrows o wil-tip.
Only the face, legs, belly and
w%ﬁe‘;«;%a?g {:%i" zgw tait are quill-free.

ay wear as 1

K
/ P

that cover

and the ‘»i&s;{“} iéoém on i.g%‘zé. Not so
with a g‘*(}iiiiﬁ?’? \X wen the quills stop
growing, they shrink at the base. Now
loose in their s;{:‘;{‘%«;@is, they easily pull
out of the animal A Ezsa‘éeew%%agrg
point tips each quill, with tiny barbs
that overlap like roof SE’!EﬁEg’iiﬁfS and
make it difficult and painful 1o pull cut
the imbedded quills. As with hairs,
new quitls will grow in place of the old.

Contrary to folklore, porcupines
do not throw their quills. But thev do
have control of the muscles from
which the hairs grow. When a porcu-
pine is calm, the quills lie down close
to the body. f}ﬁ%;}im their impressive
armament, porcupines are not aggres-
sive and prefer to waddle away from

danger. If f}w@;s‘wfz@ é isw g}é}mz,}%;ie

bristles, raisin

a {ia’r?éﬁn%%w {%?{%& it keeps
;}{}%f'aéa>ai toward the threat.
my moves in close,

I oan
the porcupine
; ;3;\ its muscular, quill-laden tail in
srous stap that leaves the victim

ing painfully with the wrong end
of the quills. When the quills make
contact, they easily pull away from the
porcupine and imbed in the victim.
‘The reaction of the victim’s muscles
works the quills in further.

Comical as the porcupine may

1, its quills can be dead preda-
h a mouth, tongue, paw or
unable to
hunt or eat, i feath.

You might t Es;z k giving birth is an
ordeal for the mother porcupine
(heaven ;(}fmi a breech birth!), but
the quills of newborn porcupines are
soft, a;zzud hardening after del
If stuck with someone else’s quills—
during mating or a conflict between
“’3:éi's”\*wp{}rfz'g}i;%e'* are adept at
removing them using teeth and paws.
Quills have other uses besides
defense. Porc
time in trees, and their quills help
cushion their occasional falls. Unlike
some rodents, porcupines don't
hibernate and the air-filled quills
insulate them from winter cold. They
also act like a raft, making the animal
buoyant when it swims to feed on
aquatic plants or to escape an enemy.

é‘}‘z

r}v

muzzle full of quills may be t
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When it comes to animal defenses, skunks think outside the box.
No old-hat tooth-and-claw defense for these guys.

8 or protection, skunks use the nose
of their opponents, that is. Since
many of é‘ég creatures %xzi z’%}i"

of smell, the é;;%m 1rns :i:% eners
stren g ths against it. Very Zen,
Though rec wﬁ%f re-classified into
their  own family—Mephitidae—
skunks have long been grouped with
the musky Mustelid family,
includes weasels, ferrets, martens,
badgers. otters mé mink. Skunks have
a pair of musk glands locate é at the

I

base of the 1ail on either side of the

‘L’S«HEU;

anus. In other animals, the musk is

scent-marking and courtship.
Only the skunks have wrned musk
into olfactory muscle.

Skunk musk, which chemists call
bu E}fima‘%( ipton, is in the same
family of sulphuric chemicals as the
compound géaiéﬁ%& to odorless 1 dii%i’«"i%
gas to make it detectable. It has been
described as “a mixture of s;zmzzg
ammonia, essence of garlic 4
sulphur, a volume of sewer gas, a

cosrd Eone
used o1

€

-l BE.

sulphuric acid spray, and a dash of
perfume.” The oily musk has a smell
s overpowering it can make enemies
sneeze, mzao%}, choke, gag and
vomit. The caustic vapor bums eves
rasal membranes and can
yorarily blind the victm.
‘Em agine the effect of this
E‘ii;k%i}u&a blast on the sensitve
nose of an animal like a
covote, whose sense
i samillion
tmes Mmore acuie
than a human's,
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by Mary Taylor Young

is not a passive
a  skunk feels
{ogoes on &éa‘yik ’é’izej
h he musk 2 ands Po
1 gsdgx COnStrict, squirtin hc
5 ellowish musk in either a thick
stream or a fine spray. Like artillery
gunners, skunks can fire their ammo
at will, sending as many as eight
bursts as far as 12 feet before the
musk runs out.

Despite this creative and powerful

\f&’?

s

weapon, skunks do not go looking
for trouble. They use their scent for
selt defense. Even then, the skunk
usually warns before it {éz‘eﬂ;,
sometimes stamping its feet, the
gﬁz{};;;zzzeg its tail skyward a1

WML, erecting the fluffy tail ?mi;’ﬁ
hi ' as a giant signal plume—

Warning! Weapon  about
to discharge! While other
animals try to camouflage
themselves, the skunk
advertises its identity with
its bold coloration.
predators need only one
lesson 1o learn 1o avoid
the skunk at first sight of
black-and-white.
Skunk life, though,
is not hazard-free. Great

;
homed owls, which ©
little sense of smell, are
unimpressed by the s%am%
stinky defenses. Owl nests some-
times exude a distinctive odor
from the skunk meal brought 1o
the owlets.

The skunk's nociurnal habits,
and its behavior when threatened,
make it a frequent vicim of
vehicles. If a skunk should perceive
a car bearing down on i, it is more
likely to turn and raise its tail than
to run. Unfortunately, cars don't
have a sense of smell,

upines and a lot of

kunks and porcupings are both shortlegged, round-
) size and body shape. Both
have unusual defensive strategies, but nelther is aggres- At % their formidable
fair waming. Thus the victims of g skunk or porcupine
are very different animals.  pying retribution

F podied trundiers, simifar in

sive. Both use a defensive posture that aim

2t the threst. Speed is not in the arsenal of either animal,
Theyare both siow-moving and deliberate. Their claws are
‘used for climbing or digging, not preycatching or defense.
Though mainly noclumal, bothy are frequently

during daylight,

Wilting/Exsitor: Mary Tayior Youny: Gr

is the rear end
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Skunks and ;safcayiﬁes

The first Is 2 camivore,
the second 2 rodent. Despite
active this, they have a lot In
common, both physically

and philososhically,

raphic Design: Bionds Ar

oth subseribe 1o
eeking trouble nor attacking first. Careful in the use of

o, Hustration: Padl Gray! Biclogical and Pr

a policy of nonaggression, nefther
weapons, they give thelr atiackers

upon themselves. Even then, the

damage is more m;:é@aﬁg%i than orippling, and rarely
lifethreatening. Creatures that respect the warning of 2
skunk or porcupine usually escape hanm. ‘

ugram Advisor: Bob Hernbrode




WARNING!

RONT FOOT
114" ’{}r@g?
1 Y4 wid

30 inches long (about 40% of that being tail);
pounds; about the size i}? a house cat.

Stocky body of glossy black ’?ug vith two white stripes down
1eet on the head and make a stripe down the nose
| head and pointed nose. %iém”% legs make for a

waddling gaiza

T: Most habitats throughout Colorado, up to 10,000
’i‘%{fé: but prefers open terrain, especially near fields and pastures,
usually within a mile or two of water.

The eastern and western spotted, and common hog-nosed,

n Colorado.

LIFE HISTORY: skunks have no claim to &g‘%ii’&’ or hunting skill, but they are
-onsummate foragers, emerging at dusk to begin their night- 5@ ng search for food. Trundling

ilong at a slow pace, nose to the ground, they crisscross open habitats, sniffing out

inything edible—acorns, insects, grubs, berries, small LW
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rsatum,

to irritate with the back”
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d trai ]

small head an

T: Prefers wooded habitats; in Colorado,

%?i)?(féé@ nes are Most common in mountain coniferous

forests; also é}i&f& elevation cottonwoodlands;
occasionz E;} ound in Western Slope shrublands and
§

1S ii"é‘a%;é&i%i;a;

Eastern Plai

] Porcupines are rodents,
belonging to the same 3{{%@? as mice, prairie dogs, squirrels and
beavers. Only one species of porcupine lives fzaﬁh of Mexico.

LIFE HISTORY: slowly trundling across the forest

FRONT FOOT
234" long
1% wide




mammals, ground-dwelling birds, even carrion.
Skunks are known to break open eggs by pitching
them backward between their legs. Shallow pits
dug or rooted in the earth are evidence of their

g§ tly hunts. One animal may travel five or
more miles in a night.

Skunks don’t hibernate but hole up ir in their
{?gm in the winter, sometimes not emerging for
several months. Fernales sometimes share
communal dens. Skunks mate in February or
March and youtr ‘3 are born in May and early June.

Skunks : well to life around people. In
urban areas %31 3 ?‘za den beneath houses, buildings, decks and woodpiles.

I They like warm,
dark, dry, defensible sites, which makes dens beneath porches and houses attractive. Some
stimate ti il

ilgrims arrived in North

o3

biologists es te there are more skunks today than when §;§ he i
America, due to de-forestation and an increase in open habit:

Automobiles and
Persecution by humans &xgE O m%z%;&e? them nuisances, trapping for fur, and predation by
coyotes and other K;‘;?’{}i}‘i desperate) predators also contribute to mortality, which i
50 to 70 percent among juveniles.

o
%.
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entering homes through

ed on g et food:;
§ ?ééﬁ_ gi%i\ ”i{ i §(§§1§§ gé%f i E?ﬁ%éﬁ‘* &i%é% § eav
&
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An estimated 70 percent of a skunk’s diet consists of insects
considered harmful to humans. Skunks help contix ‘z% rodent populations by feeding on mice
And their unique mode of defense inspires both amusement and respect.

ks

ige

great horned owls are the skunk’s main enemies.

Too-Close Encounters
So you or your dog (or some other two or four-legged

family member) has run afoul of a skunk or porcupine?
Here are some tips for dealing with the consequences.

REMOVING PORCUPINE QUILLS
0 soften quills and ease their removal,
thoroughly wet them with a mix of 12 ounces
of vinegar and two thsp of baking soda. Cut off
the ends to release pressure in the holiow quills.
Restrain the pet, then, with pliers, grasp each quill
as close to the skin as possible and work it out
steadily but slowly. Because of the barbs, yanking
a quill can cause further damage and pain
Examine your pet’s €ntire body for hi {é{éeﬁ quills
s0 you get them all. Wash the wounds with warm

soapy water, rinse with warm water and dab with
antibiotic ointment. Watch the wounds for 3 or 4
days and take the pet to the vet if you see any
sign of infection. If your pet has lots of quills,

floor or climbing the trunk of a tree, the near-sighted,
docile porcupine spends its nights dining on the bark of
trees. It prefers evergreens but will feed on most other trees,
as well as berries, seeds, nuts, flowers and soft vegetation.
An oval patch gnav wed high up on the trunk of a tree, or a
girdled swath, is a sure indication of a porcupine at work.

I

HIND FOOT
43/2" long
- 13" wide

"Eée an EWE&, eats i%{f outer bark and inner cambium. In

borcupines will feed above the old scar where su gg‘%‘ fzz:%*% sap collects, abﬁ scai
arger and larger, sometimes killing the tree. ?@?{w}gzém are greatly attracted to salt
and can be seen along icy roads where \;z&’{ has been sg‘;fﬁaé hey sp ti“ié most days curled
into a large, dark ball high in the {3’:%%\ of a tree. Though
mainly nocturnal, fz’izfev are sometimes active during the
day and can be spotted waé@?mg across the forest floor
or clinging to the side of a tre
Porcupines are slow reproc %Ej{”@% breeding in fall
or early winter and bearing one young in spring
(occasionally twins).
Hikers in mountain forests are often surprised by
the cacophony of grunts, whines and %irggd 1es this
placid creature emits—usually males during breeding
season and females with yot mg~%< well as the sound {é?
their gnawing in a quiet fores 'i%; y are messy eaters and
the forest ?éeim;‘ below where one has fed is often littered

r

m%h twigs, leaves and wood bits.

= Humans are the main predator of porcupines, due to road kills
nd control of nuisance animals. Fishers, E&if?{; weasels ri@i? 1d in Colorado, are proficient
porcupine hunters. %é me ;EE‘%{*? predators learn to flip the slow-moving porcupine on its back
! : ; 0 ,

ock with quills; destruction of timber by chewing bark

-corative artwork. Though short on direc

economic value, porcupines are intrigui; ég, d {fh%z’ﬁf 1g native wildlife (at a distance)
because of their creative approach to self-defense
qui %as inside the mouth or throat, or one tha available from the U.S. Department of Agriculture

Animal Damage Control, PO. Box 818886, Lincoin,
68501; phone 402-434-2340.

has broken off under the skin, take it to f’?&ff;
veterinarian as soon as possible.

OR TRY THIS HOMEMADE REMEDY:

In an open caﬁtagr‘gen mix 1 quart peroxide, 1/4 ¢
baking soda, 1-2 tbsp liquid soap. Shampoo the
pet thoroughly with this concoction, let soak fiv
minutes, then rinse well. Throw away any E%ﬁé}%ar
mix and be sure not to get it in the eyes.

DE-SKUNKING

he old remedy of bathing in tomato juice is
¢ not very effective in combating skunk musk.
Commercial products such as Skunk-Off or
Odor-Mute are available at pet supply stores.
Neutroleum Alpha is a very effective remedy




efore Native Americans acquired glass beads through trade with white men, they adorned their clothing, jeweln
household items and lodge skins with porcupine quills. The sharp tips and bgrbs were clipped off and the hollow
quills then soaked, flattened and dyed with stains made from berries and roots. Wrapped or stitched onto leathe

it intricate designs, the flattened quills produced an effect similar to beading.

Quilling was a h!ghswe{i craft done by women, Aacoms?ig?zgﬁ artisans held high status in
the community. Among some Plains tribes, women's quilling societies were important social

a woman's work 1o her culture. The society members

f=]

groups that reinforced the importance
ce

of
met 1o pray, eat and perform sacred ceren e item such as a tepee.

:

Members were instructed never 1o reveal the ¢

e
The Chevenne graded guiliing society memberships based on the intricacy of the work.
ob

girl advanced from quilling moccasins and baby cradles to buffalo robes, lodge skins
a 0 i

A
and parfleches (leather containers). When a w

nwvited other members 10 a feast. Just as men in warrior

¢ brave deeds, each guest recounted the items

b

i. Articles decorated with quillwork were highly prized not

sonal use but as valuable trade item

Colorado's Wildlife Company and accompanying educator’s guide are avallable online at
WWW.WILDLIFE.STATE.CO.US/COLO WILD CO/HOMEPG/CWCINDEX.HTM
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