
  
Grades 3— 10 
 
 

Accommodations 
for TCAP 

Is my child using accommoda ons in the 
classroom that will be allowed on TCAP? 

There is no limit to the accommodaƟons a 
student may use during instrucƟon.  Some 
accommodaƟons used during instrucƟon may 
not be allowed on TCAP.  AccommodaƟons on 
the state assessment must not invalidate what is 
being tested.  Your child’s educaƟonal team can 
help you understand which accommodaƟons 
may not be available on the state assessment. 

Is my child’s need for the accommoda on 
documented? 

All accommodaƟons for use on the TCAP must be 
documented in a formal educaƟonal plan that is 
developed with the student’s parent/guardian.  
The educaƟonal team should be regularly 
evaluaƟng the conƟnued need for the 
accommodaƟons listed in this plan.   

Does my child know how to use the 
accommoda on? 

State policy requires accommodaƟons must be 
used with fidelity during instrucƟon and on 
classroom and district assessments for at least 
three (3) months before the assessment.  This 
provides your child an opportunity to learn to 
use the accommodaƟon. AddiƟonally, this Ɵme 
allows for the educaƟonal team to gather data to 
ensure the accommodaƟon is effecƟve.  Be sure 
your child is willing to use the accommodaƟon 
before the test day.  
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Colorado AccommodaƟons Manual 

hƩp://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/2013‐
14%20AccommodaƟon%20Manual%20Final%
203.0.pdf 

  

Colorado AccommodaƟons Guide for English Learners 

hƩp://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/
AccommodaƟons%20Guide%20for%20ELs%202013%
202014%20final%20V.2.pdf 

 

Sample Items: 

hƩp://www.cde.state.co.us/assessment/coassess‐
released 
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TCAP Overview  
 

TCAP is a statewide test of how  well students 
have learned the skills in the Colorado 
Standards, while allowing districts to transiƟon 
to the Colorado Academic Standards. Where 
possible, TCAP is designed to measure 
standards that are common between the old 
standards and the new standards. The test 
items include mulƟple choice and constructed 
response.  

State law requires all public school students 
enrolled in grades 3 ‐ 10 take the 
state assessment at the grade 
level they are enrolled in, 
regardless of language 
background or ability.  Most 
students will parƟcipate in TCAP.  
Some students will parƟcipate in TCAP with 
allowable accommodaƟons.   

Based on your child’s needs, your child may 
take the tests in one of the following ways:  

 TCAP without accommodaƟons, 

 TCAP  with accommodaƟons, and/or 

 the alternate assessment (CoAlt).  

Your child’s educaƟonal team, which includes 
you, determines how your child parƟcipates in 
statewide tesƟng. 

Accommodations for TCAP — Reading, Writing and Mathematics 

Linguis c Accommoda ons 

Some students are idenƟfied as English 
Learners, and are receiving services related to 
English language acquisiƟon.  To help these 
students access the assessment, linguisƟc 
accommodaƟons are available in addiƟon to 
standard accommodaƟons, based on student 
need as they progress towards English 
proficiency. 

AccommodaƟons are changes in how the test is 
given.  These changes allow your child to show what 
he or she knows without changing what is being 
tested. 
 
Some accommodaƟons your child uses in the 
classroom are not allowed on TCAP because they 
change what is being tested.  For example, using a 
grammar‐check when wriƟng.  These are not 
allowed because they interfere with the test’s 
ability to measure your child’s skills. 
 
Standard accommodaƟons, do not change what is 
being tested, and may be used for students on a 
formal educaƟonal plan with permission from the 
District. The accommodaƟon must be used regularly 
during classroom instrucƟon, idenƟfied on the 
student’s educaƟonal plan, and based on the 
individual needs of the student. 
 
Some examples of standard accommodaƟons 
include: 
 
 Changes in the way the test items are 

presented ( i.e., large print, braille, translated 
oral scripts) 

 
 Changes in the way students respond to the 

test items (i.e., braillers, large #2 pencils) 
 
 Changes in the seƫng/environment (i.e., less 

students in the room, or taking the test alone) 
 
 Changes in the scheduling of the test ( i.e., 

allowing breaks, allowing more Ɵme) 

Standard Accommoda ons 

Nonstandard Accommoda ons 

Some students on an IEP or 504 plan may need 
unique accommodaƟons.  These 
accommodaƟons may only be used with 
special approval from the Colorado 
Department of EducaƟon Nonstandard 
AccommodaƟons Team. The District 
Assessment Coordinator must make the 
request annually before the state deadline, 
usually December 15. 

To be approved, the accommodaƟon must not 
change what is tested or affect the validity or 
reliability of the test. An example of a 
nonstandard accommodaƟon that may be 
approved is the need to use a pen rather than 
a pencil because of sensory concerns.  


	Grades 3— 10
	Accommodations for TCAP
	Colorado Department of Education
	Transitional Colorado Assessment Program for Reading, Writing and Mathematics
	Links
	Frequently asked Questions
	TCAP Overview 
	Accommodations for TCAP — Reading, Writing and Mathematics
	Linguistic Accommodations
	Standard Accommodations
	Nonstandard Accommodations


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


