WILDLIFE THAT REQUIRE PERMITS
All other species of native and exotic wildlife
require a license from either the Division of Wildlife
or the state Department of Agriculture. The license
requires inspection of proper facilities before
approval and acquisition of animals. Specific
facilities are required to prevent escapes, the
spread of diseases and to ensure animal welfare.
To have or import one of these species, you must
get a license first. You can get importation permits
from the Department of Agriculture after obtaining a license from the Division of Wildlife.
This brochure is intended to answer common
questions about possessing wild and exotic animals in Colorado. Escapes of wildlife or violations
should be reported to a local DOW office, sheriff's
office or Operation Game Thief at 1-800-332-4155.
For more information, contact the following agencies:
John Seidel
Colo. Division of Wildlife
50633 Hwy. 6&24, Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
(970) 963-1976

.Wildlife Questions -

.Alternative Livestock, Importations, Humane Care
or Pet Questions - State Veterinarian 's Office

Colo. Dept. of Agriculture
700 Kipling St., Suite 4000, Lakewood, CO, 80215
(303) 239-4161
John Pape
Colo. Dept. of Public Health and Environment
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South , Denver, CO 80222
(303) 692-2700

.Human Health Questions -
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DOMESTIC ANIMALS
Domestic animals are legal and not regulated
by the DOW. These animals must, however, comply with regulations of the state agriculture and
health departments on public and animal health.
Here's a list of animals classified as domestic:
COMMON NAME
GENUS/SPECIES
Alpaca
Lama pocos
Ass and donkey
Equus asinus
Bison
Bison bison
Camel
Camelus bactrianus and
Camelus domedarius
Cats
Felis catus, including hybrid s
with wild felids
Cattle
Bos taurus and Bos indicus
Chickens
Gallus gallus
Chinchilla
Chincil/a laniger
Canis tamiliaris, including
Dogs
hybrids with wild can ids
Ducks
Anatidae distinguishable
morphologically from wild
birds
Emu
Dromieius spp.
Mustela putorius
European ferrets
Fowl (Guinea)
Numida me/eagris
Geese
Anatidae, distinguished
morphologically from w ild
birds
Gerbils
Meriones unguiculatus
Goats
Capra hirc us
BISON PHOTO BY
LEONARD LEE RUE 11/ ©

Hamsters
Horses

Mesocricetus spp.
Equus cal/abus and hybrids
with Equus assinus
Llama
Lama glom a
Mice
Mus musculus
Mustela vison
Mink
Ostrich
Struthio camelus
Pea fowl
Pavo cristatus
Pig (Guinea)
Cavia pocel/us
Pigeons
Columbia livia
Rabbits (European) Oryctolagus cuniculus
Rats
Rattus novegicus and
Rattus rattus
Rhea
Rhea americana
Sheep
Ovis aries
Swine
Sus scota domestica
Turkeys
Me/eagris gal/opavo,
distinguished morphologically from wild birds

WILDLIFE YOU CAN OWN
Some animals sold commercially are considered
exotic wildlife. The Division of Wildlife has created
a category of species called Unregulated Wildlife.
These species are legal to own, import or sell. It is
illegal to release any of them into the wild in
Colorado. You don 't need a license from the DOW
to have one of these species. You must, however,
comply with all other federal , state and local laws
on importation , disease and other issues.

LEGAL NON-MAMMALS
These are the non-mammal species
legal to own in Colorado:
-All tropical and subtropical birds,
in the order Passeriformes. Parrots are
legal.
-All tropical and subtropical fishes,
including common gold fish and koi.
-All tropical and subtropical frogs,
toads, snakes and lizards. All venomous snakes require a license and
proof of commercial use.
-All marine vertebrates and
invertebrates, except
anadromous and catadromous species.
-All tropical and subtropical turtles. Caimens are legal. Alligators and crocodiles
require a license.

LEGAL MAMMALS
Elk and fallow deer are classified as alternative
livestock and are licensed by the Department of
Agriculture. Below are the other mammals that
are legal to own in Colorado:
COMMON NAME

African pygmy
hedgehog
Red kangaroo
Short-tailed possum
Sugar gliders
Bennett wallaby
Dama wallaby
Swamp wallaby
Wallaroo

GENUS/SPECIES

Atelerix, Erinaceus;
albiventris
Macropus rufus
Monodelphis domestica
Petaurus breviceps
Macropus rufogriseus
Macropus eugenii
Wallabia bicolor
Macropus robustus
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COMMON NAME

GENUS SPECIES

Addax
Aoudad
Blesbok
Barbary sheep
Brush-tailed possum

Addax nasomaculatus
Ammotragus lervia
Damalicus dorcas
Ammotragus lervia
Trichosurus vulpecula,
arnhemensis, caninus
Rupicapra rupicapra
Erinaceus spp,,(except
Erinaceus albiventris);
Hemiechinus spp. ,
Paraechinus spp.
Oryx gazella
Capra spp. (all wild
exotic goats and hybrids)
Nemorhaedus goral
Rona clamitans
Alcelaphus lichtensteini
Capra ibex
Capra falconeri
Ovis musimon
Oryx dammah , leucoryx.
Sus spp. (all wild pigs
and hybrids)
All non-human primates,
(monkeys, chimpanzees)
Porocyon spp.
Cervus elaphus elaphus
(and hybrids)
Ovis spp.

Chamois
European hedgehogs

PROHIBITED SPECIES

Gemsbok
Wild and exotic goats

These are the species that are illegal to have in
Colorado. That means there are no licenses available to possess one of these species. There are
several reasons why the state has prohibited
them , ranging from concerns about damage to
native wildlife or habitat to the potential for
spreading diseases to livestock or people.

Goral
Green frog
Hartebeest
Ibex
Markhor
Mouflon
Oryx
Wild and exotic pigs
Primates
Raccoon
Red deer
Sheep (wild exotic
sheep and hybrids)
Striped skunks
Tahr
Topi
White-tailed deer
Wildebeest
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Mephitis mephitis.
Hemitragus spp.
Damalicus lunatus
Odocoi/eus virginnianus
Connochaetes spp.

