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Citizen s Guide to Colorado Water Law
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Two RIVERS
b Thlmla Hllmsb fernl

Two n trs that wtr hat bt lTt hac a

111 here sllllctlme IOg lher 111

Is J muunt lln nver Ollwmg mto thl pr llfl

One IS 1 pr llflL ncr llllwmg h Jrd

Thl muuntalnS but kchng them and lurnm bad

Tht way lml f thl pel ple wh came hae dId

I t of tlw time then pt opk hardly sccmnl

To ft ahc lluwJntld to be rcmcmbcrl d

ClU5othlmounlaln wId them not l die

I Wlsn t here yetI remember th m

Th l hrsl nlghl long IgO th l wag m llpJ
h PUshl d bull t l1ough of the cOllonwoous

III build UT Otwhal the hlllen ss Tl sln

Thlr Wert With me they l ld me attl Tward

h n lllod In J SphrucTcU WOt Jen ldJUU
lk ln It changed to Sled md 110 man

Th wid In while I stared d IWn It the WUt f

lHU InU SIll1 II IUI1llg lIHl

Preface

nut1l by Tht mas H msby reml In rckn nu tht nlllfiuenn If Char Crcl k

mJ Ihe S lulh iUl Riwr The ulSl ocry tlj gtlld illhe lOfiut n e III these nwr m ltl5

led the way towards de c1opmem of what is now Iht mClwpolllJ1l Delln r Irea

From Tltlmus H l mby fenil and ffko Amcnuln WCS1 tdited by Robe Samn Stephen
Leonard and Thomas oel
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History of Colorado Water Law Adaptation 8 Change

TIlt Colorddo General Assembly

Introduction

C oTJdl Ita law rosb 1 J jt undl

lion III 4 YCJr III tanldna Jnd IJtc

lav lhl tm pr II a ha l prl phlllon

tirol lnd l JIn Ita h I puhhl re UTtC

md W IICT 1 1 1 l I l Wllh th ust m

md Ilu 1th pCl pk
The Stl1rl 1 1 Ll rlll watef law l l OC

TCU ln m J TTJgC llf InIh m 2 mhcsllf

pfl dpltalhln each year In mIramllun

1 110 lUS rcglflns m l TI Tlh ml TC than fl

nehls I l prtXlpllatWn mnually The tlm

lIlg Ilf prlOpll 1l111n al an throughout
Ihl yeH RlWTS m l tll1PJ tIlth lhl rush

II prlng snllwmdl I T LIt up during hIlt

Ir is a limited n sourcc itallO Colorado Tht

Colorado CCII oj 1861 rCJrrc slighlly o r26 000

persol1s By 2003 thr staf lo Jtdatioll had grown to

some 1 1 millioll Still nalllrallimitCltions on Ih staIr s

wller H SOUrs halT 1101 chaugfd

lf ldaptlll lll Jnd h m t krrllln ll LI

lhn 1 Irld Ut l rom lt mLnIn Jnd

lrnJlllllll has Illrntd Illl l lalt law lhOll

l t s 1 mU 1lIuJt If human and nnr ln

mtllIa Ill d

111 1 b 1 Imll1cJ TeSunx Il ll III

h r hll Th LlllllrlJ Cenu llltll

r PNll d sh htly wlr 2t I I I rtfS ll B

2l l 3 Ih l lll p pUI IlI n hJd n n

t llt mllh lll 1111 nallnhmll 1

The Co oradll General Assembly icomprised ollhe H lUse of Representatives
65 members and the Senate 05 members The C neral

A
i oCmbly meelS 10

regular session from January to mid lay each year The House and Sen ile

CommlltefS on Agncuhure and atural ReSl ultts consider mosl waler related

legtslallon If sl ile fundmg IS lll ohcd the Appropnallons committees of lhe

House and Scnlte also consideT wJler relmcd bilts Follow lhe leglslatie pro

C and en hSlen to heanngs and nXlr proccdlOgs by slIing Ihe General

AssemblY5 Veb Sill at lefst1tc wus

lltHull A 1 1 l llkt d b 1 k lSlal I

b ld suh I lh L C ll1 rl lr

lh C l r td l l I ntr 11 l mbl

RifklriRckrrmg wI md llr h lhl

111 lmmeil l dy adllelll III Ih

trclm h lllnd

Illm 111 th stl waler r lurll ha

n ll h lll l d

I my He I t L lrad l Tn I C lade

natural prcllpll lll m rh 1lT lgC T uly
prcllpu l1llm In L lllr ld l b om1 1 lll h

e allh ugh therI suh l lllll ll v m llllm

11 lhe 1 111 F r umpl the lll LlIl

alky md p m It qluth Ltnlul CI ll fad

summer1ll1 rTl1111 d llllhy lhl CL1

1ll1l ll thundaSlnrm

In Ii hl 1 llCr Sarllly mJ alul III

lhlmd regl llL I lr ld l Iler bw must

gll lr lnlll cUTlly J ure rehahll1 and

f lle nnthllllY III Ih dewl pnllnl lnd

Pllll dhm 1 Wlll rrl Uril

s Ulnt r ldt III lhl tlw ahlllty l

ldenllly md ITlllldwIl r nghb
Rdlahllny I Isurnl by the y lcms

lOlp llll 10 admllllsln lnJ l nf lrct

w llef n hb l l r 1lI11C and

Flclbihly 1l W Ila TlJihb III b

lc cd l h ll ed trll1skrrtd sold I l

l l hallJil d

Tnl LlIlI ll l uJde IS deSIgned tl
IT ld l l mpreh nslw and hlbnn d

onn l w 11 C l lrld wlltr la It IS I IT

du Hh n tl purptll mly Jlld 1 Il ll

Inltndl d hl UhSlIlule flr kr 11 IT en i

nl l nn JJl rl Iardmg LlllfaJo w Il r

law lr Iler n hl

Nath Amcrican and

Hispanic Water Uses

akr S Irlll ht 11WJbl 1l 1 l ld

l l hie In lh ml n lS Th rdlll Th nl

hn C t Illellhydn 11 thl HhCl

1112 1 1 tudy lt all1l nl 111 1 strunure

hl ull lrcd J1tlhe rl xrnlT lnd
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History of Colorado Water Law Adaptation 8 Change
fllUnl lln nUlla to naIJ l ptl pk 1 T

wJler supply and n r hJr
Hrt In IPT lJI plk hydrlll ISS

haw U1S ow d th ll nlllllntkd rc lS 1

k Verdt Jlhlrul llrk nll thought
to oc danle pLuf rms wn lluall rtl r

OIIS p lSllOnl J II tnICnql n1nllll Ull i

In IhlS mtl n gJpn n l6stall d the llitrul

lIon ell lhl prl hbl n ua rk

Illsp lnll pl l pks Irom n rth Tn c

1c ILO Wh hrs x lIkJ In Ll lorJd

an lUl alky hnll hl wnh them the

lr ldilllln l mmunlly lrnJUllO dlt hes

kn lwll as qUl b Ipwnoun d lh k

lhs h n than Xl ILeqUlJ llperatd

10 t k 1l 0 1 th IH X1s Txby lfl

C l rado the d I Cl1nllnunus WJI r

nght IS th J 2 I ples DIl h 1 1 111

LUIS d1enm WJtr lrom Culehr l Lreek

In Costilla CI Un1

Colorado s Early Territorial
and Stall La

In Itt I hen C n rl s l r lIed Ihl

C II r IJ T rnt Il H llk tllernll1t

anJ nlqb Jl plndl d I ll In lhilllY
d Ih c1t1 ens md hll 1t1c to hulll

PWPl rty nghb 10 kdral tcrnh n l l1t1d

AC fdJl1 lr thhrst rnll n ll Iq lsIJlurl

ell lt t d bnd Jnd walr Itws I lkmg Ihe

hr l lue l p sSlbk llpn alh Il JrJ 1

lilT nghls
YUIl I h 1 1 Ihe h frn na

Urr n1l C uns Itr m IJ r wller 11

JetlSII l1 Tht nut1 ndJ lhal W Ha ould

he dlh t1cJ fn m Ihe lre lm Jnd dll hl

hUlIt wsrllhhl Jnd pnv tte 11I1d

11I1ny aler 10 IL 1111 f n ndlal uS

Chid JllSl Id H Ilkn pnxtllmed
Ihal 111 1 dry Illd Ihl l land 11 I nl

S1ry II divert Itw lter If Ihe Slrlam

lllm Ih lf nJlural hmne1 JU lll dl

lddcd Ihat LIllllf lJ W lllrIJI b n3i d n

Ih f f l 1 nl es lt lfbm Iwm lKJI

pel ull lrtlle Idlm lIl

Th un dl lded Ih lt L f ld 13

bwkt Jway entirely twm In w ur b 1

Ifal11l l rk lol I d 1ll tn lIlY llher are l

f th n untr klllWll Ih Rlpanan

tW
II I
f 11 I

J t

DOllnnc LnJa nr man la Ih wuh

bnd l1e1 10 Ih I lm ha c a llcr nhl

r Ih lI lreJm fhlW lr 1I1 c l lr ld lll l

bI IU HU wn lanJ next I the lre lm

d n 1 l1l lcsmh 111111 y lu h Il Ihl

nl1hl WUSt lh Jla

FeJlfal b 1 II tnIdl puhlll ImJ md

lta 1 l1bhk br pnlI ll n IKn2

LI nl1rt ld PII d Ihe I h Ill llld n It tlll

b wd llh lh 11iNl lln1l1 Ad mtl uh

4u11l kdtrJl tatUlthn 111 ed lIlerw

hlllld Jlllh and r IVl lr md dlWrt W lter

111 pubh bnd CIll re Jld n t n l 1 1

federll 1lt1 1 In I ld 11 llI ed Ih la

nhlnb and Iltc I IT ll Inl lr MTl ller

law h Llllllc md urt dl bl lb

l WI tlrnt the fl undln lepl
pnnclp h l l I l d mil J fume

l rk I WlIn 11 knlll n l lhl

C rad l D dnn

The Colorado Doctrine
The C I r IJ D lltr1n IS 1 I I I m

reglrdtn ala U lIld lalld llwncfhlp
1J j1ll d by IhI pk 1 Col n IJ sIan

1I1 g 1Il Ihe I KNlIt dchnl f m s nll11

pnt1upltt t Col raJo lJler la

I lI ml l Jnd wumh Itr 1rt

L J n ld J IS puhlK rlSi urt t lor

bendl I ll USt by J1uhh aget1c les and

pn llr per s

2 wlternghl I a n hlll use J l lrtl 11

1 lh pllhhl Ilef f UKe

tler n hb 1 11 mJ huild IJl lh

lit I ll Ihe bl1d01 Ihl r to dlvcrt

extr 11 1 111 1W lla l lm a 10301

r 4U1frI ll pb e f US md

4 ltt r hI lWllr ml U stream

me lqLllkrIt t the Itan pom llltll1 md

I r l I ucr
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Basics of Colorado Water Law

The Prior pproprialinT1 System
lc al Irmll Wl rk dled In pm T

appwpn llh ll 5 tem rq ulall the u

f udalwaler m r1lT lOJ tnhutary
rlunJ lI r onn dod II Ih InT hL lIl

rhly h m 1 mandakd hy t r L h

l ln1ltUllllll It I 11 rckrr d 10 b th

pTlllnty drl lnnc

Tributary Groundwater

Tributary groundwater IS found below the Eanhs surfanIt IS hdwloglcally

connected to a riwr and IS often called shallow roundl lltf The interaction

between sm ams Uld InhulaT groundwater occurs In three basIC ways

Streams gam water from innows of shallow g TOundwJter

2 Streams lose waltr10 aquifers ia mO ws from the stream OT

3 Streams d both by gaming wlter from aquifers In some reaches and IlIS

in it to aqUifers in other relehes

Water added 10 a hallow groundwater s stem can lnCrelSC the fillW of the

surface Iream conversely well pumpmg can deplete the surface slrcam An

aquifer is a water beating elll gJCal ormatilm Inflllws to an aquikr also called

recharge occur when surface waler percolales through soilllr geoll1gtc fractures

mto the aquifer Discharv e is the contnbution llf water from the aquifer 10 the

surface Sln am or spnng SwrJ e rders to the capability of Ihc aqUifer tll hold

waler for a penod of lime

Din iotl J Di nf Rcnll I r uln

ITlll lICI frlml IX Iuhm 1 n llural

lON Ilr 11 llll ll by nk m l j I

I llcr lruCllll1 uch 1 dllh rIp

hIli 1 chUII rC T ll rwdl

IlljIH rhe Idll ll III In thel th 11

lll 1 ma 1 llL Ihe hl da I

kneed 1 lleT n hlhl ujkll oj

wlta m till nnlplale 1IlJ m1 lunt

Ihe ue nlJt1cd 1 0 Ih lleT

h o l1l T undaland h IhlS sy lem

wI rb kl OClHl HrJ bY l rJ

Prior
IIlT u r wah e Hhel woller nghb

dnrn Cnlt l nght
i h lH lxt1I r nghb

m lIme 1 1 hlm upply mJ call hll thelr

IlI eJhd TI lthnqUll1 r nghb can

hc lIl III US wlter rhl phral hT III

tlllw lir1 111 nghl 15 a sh lfIh nd de np

ll lIl dw pTh r lpprllprlJll n J xtnnl

Appropriation
pprl pnalh 11 xcurwhen 1 puhlll

1 I nl y 1n lI pnn l T hU511le S plaCl
w1 r h a hcnllll l l uc anl TJl11 III

prIXt Jurl rn l nhl J hy law nly pTl

Ilusl UIllppll pri l J urLln llmhuI u

rl lll1dw lIr cln hi Ippwpnltld The

Ipprl pn lwT llllbl h I a plan III dln r

11 Te I T lhawlC lplurl P s and

nlflll thl w lleT tur 1 henl hci llllSc

System
Thc pm T 1ppn pnll lIl y lllI1 pm

nd 1 k ll pr xlJur hy which Weller

UT5 c m bl un 1 lOun detTl C f T thl ir

lter T1 hlS Ix Wlld C un5 p 11

ThIS pnx I 1Un ippn al I Lllled

ldlllJII Illlfl d lIhc lllln I J elICT n ht

cl Ih pn rll J lle l Ih aln nghl liS

UTle 1 upply lm lIm ll lnl 1 diver

Iln IYPJnd pl1 e Ilf use It lis nhnns

Ih ll IhlS w I r n hl WIll 1ll 1 C IUx mlu

hoHln lt r n hlh llders

fha an W h l l Iypt 01 pll r

lpprllpn II1 w ller rj hb in ct fio

n ht md llT I n hb The hlSI ak

1 1l r Jlredh fwm I Slrelnl Illb rlal f

u Th xI nd putW lllT IntI J rCSI ry lr

ll r lateT lIl

lhe pnM lppr pn 1l1 n tlm 11

ll ul m IHdeTh prlLcduT thJI SIJ I

jhllJls l m Jl tnbul Jler k rJmg W

dllrl d llff n hl pnllnt dJ c hut

tln Il 1unh r n htb needcd III J llh

ll1 r T1 hb The nh cpth n thIS
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rucr f pnomy lX ur h n Iha l Ill

ippn n u r p1a enllnl l llcr supply rbn
In pla L Ihal lUlU llll w luh j pn n

Ily dlt rslPn t u ll1em Itl n PIIn

b h mg mJ UhIIIUlr upply rbn

p 15 7 hl IU If 1 SI Hut r wmp
llon fr m adllllnlILllll n X l1lpt and

m ExL mpI db p 1 l r In m I In 6

f I fulile call l FUlile l II p 2

Beneficial Use

ndKlal u I the h 1 l In burc

and ll1nll ll J I lln nght Lpl rldll L1

hroadly tkl1nes bcndl 111 U II wattf J I

lawful aprropn lll m Ih lt mpll1Yr a n

clhly dfkl n pr k lln III pUI th llWlta 1 1

ue lllhout 11 I t

hal is n Nlnlhk depenJ m 11ll

Iypt f tl
In h 1 th Idla IS wllh

url Tl mJ 1ppllld Tb g I II b III ll IJ

lkr I bk th 1 Ih water rl llrl b

I Jtbhlc II IS m InY lltr nghh hl ldcr

as pt lolc

l I r tim Illl u I ll f nm

slda d bendt I ll luw lI1fI hl J In

n splnx to the h lI1png ClI1 lmt md

l mmumly V llll f C ll r ld l uttrns

RL L gmd lWlldlI ll U S 111 mdllJl

lm n lher

L lt r lla lolberY lll n l anl

Inslr amn

C l111tT1t f 1 11

OTnS IC

DU I SUI IRI S ll ll

FIn pT ll llh n

h h Il1J lidhk uhurt

FtllLx onIT 1

ltldu ln ll

lrnp11ltm
lmed land T dmU hll

lunlclp ll

ItUTe Tnl f

P h T l nlf Il lll

RLTl lU n

Rl rL llllllalln hmnd JtWTll n

Rde ht fwm I r l l f lr h 1ttng

md Ithm

Snt nlJktn

ll kw llatn

Basics of Colorado Water Law

Domestic Preference

The Colof3d l Consutull ln pT l1d tn urnes of shonage thai domcsllc waler

use has preference over an OIher purpose and lhal agncullural u has prefer
enl e owr manufa ctunng tbt

In an early 20lh century wun case plUmg a JUnior municipal use agam t a

semor Irrigaulln use Ihe Colorado Supreme Coun ld thai thIS pnwision did
not tnltnd to liter lhe pnonlS tm H wetr II docs give mumClpahlles the

power 10 condemn W3ta nghts if Ihe owners f Ihose WaleT nghts 1re paid JUSl

compt t1S111on FOTcxample Ul 1911 the eilIf Grand JUnctlon used IhlS power
to condt mn al r rights others had pre1ously held on Mnruh Creek A Colorado

Slatllle regulates how ClUes fTly use thetr Wllt r nghts condemnatlon POWCT
ACI ordm2 tl 1001 estimates from the Colorado Office of the State Engmeer

mUntclpill and domestlL use currently amounts to 1ooUI 6 7 penent of water

ddlCred flf uSm Colorado agncuhure 80 5 percem mdustrial and commr

Clall 9 perccm recreallon and fishenes 0 prcenl Jugmcnllllon 0 percent
and rechargt of groundwater aquIfers 19 pcnc nt

c lllf I I rnl1r 1rrr rnallln d

tnnL h b vI hcd 1 1 mdud htndlL lal

ux lh ll al PTt hluslIh lI hl W Ix

m ml l1lhI 1th r ld 1s l t llIUII ln

In I l73 f r clnll k thc 1 11 1 ISbltlrl

rl nl d th n nl II l rrtl1te the

ldl Illl t 1 l1llnkllld w1th llllt rCJn

lnlc rrt TY l1h n f the n lIuT1 Cn trl n

ment T l k llmph h thl11 rJlld Ihl

In tr1nl FI l rw r ml wuhm I I lll

l cn thc l ll r ldl ltcr l lllrY lIh n

r lrJ WlB

wh appr pn Il J Ln lr lnl n 1f

th nllll1nlllm IT Hll Ill pr bkl II I

ncd u I rrL rr Ih n uur l l nnwn

nWIll II l rr l n lhl dl r L Thl C CB
l urrclll h ld Intf lm nt n hl 11

llll mlk I C I r ld tn lnb and t

lJkc

In 2l1l th Ll l bturt l nadnl j
n 1 1 111 m Ih 111l w 11 k q Un

ml r 1 lIa n hl jllr ml rl th m nlllll

mum Sltc ml n l 10 ImrTllC tre1m

ndlll m Tn CR IS thl m y cntlt

k ll y r mllHlJ unda I lll la Il h d

Inlrc lnl f1 1 lla n hl
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Basics of Colorado Water Law

Anothn example 01 the oIu hln l

the pnl1T Jppr pnU1on kxtnn occurred

In 200 I when C lllTaJ leglsbl rs JOUpl
Id J 51 11Ule that pnlYld J ntlt IlUnlh

Jml water dl nlb th I1pp nunny tll

ohlJtn water nghls i T n cn Jllma In

ch mnel dln rSI 1h I l h Jlllng and kty
kmg Thl waler am lUIl llll hd b the

mmllllUm nen al lor 1 re t lblt re

re llllnal eXpenef1lT The C CB lon ulb

md molkts Tcc lmmlnd ll nS ILl lhe WJll r

un TnJrdmg thc 1rrlllOlllLm
ntllles that h IW butned TCCn lIllln

Teblnl fiow d nce In th IX1 or lte In

In rrrl s If ht lmmithem mdudc

hpn Breckenridge hn Colhns bgle
RIver Wain and anllJUln DlStm 1 01 111

lmlctln Puehlo mo th L pper l unmm

Rln r ltcr LlJrLiI rYJm y DlStm t

Water Waste and Return Flows
In I rJdo I watlr nght b a p t ll

Efliciency of Water Diversions

Colorado water law requires reasonabl effICient mtthclis of diersion For

municipal use Colorado law fawns pipehms as a reasmable mcans l wnw

walc r FOT agncuhural use unlined Irn l1on Glnals and rescn OITS of all t pe5
dtspitt the otcpajoe and C 3porlIlon Ihe cauot are also conSidered reason

ably effitlCnt The present law ldl1plS such a Slance In part because seepage

rfTharges Jquifers and streams and Detause t aporlllonacl ompanJes reaiOnlble

methods of COl epncc and st lragc

Conjunctive Use

One wawalcr righls mabe used more dfidenllls through conJuncuw
use ConJunctlvc use Inolvcs cl rdinah d use of surface and gnlundwater to

meel waler ntl ds morcefficlemly
For example as part of a conjunctive use project waler courts may issue

decrees for storage of water in groundwater aqUifers Vater managers can use

wells or unlined ponds to lransfer surface wateT into a groundwater aqUifer rm

slorage and later exlractwn and use or to generalc Mcredits for outof pnorit
wcll pumpmg

l

E al

Upttrum
O nstn m

t 4i
P9

OI omump

f

kmJ 1 prnpeny nghl known as J usu

truuary nc u Lsufrullary llan ha ing

Inn hl 10 use a rt t1ll 1lh ut ctu

ally ownmg It wnlTshlp of thl wlItr

reSlllrrl llways remains III the Pllblll
dt maln unda Lolor iJo 11

The lyln Ihat l w ller Jprropnalor
IllU 1 ut Il llf 1 1 11 relln b only one

I Kll llj J usufrull lT nght ThIS Simply
lIlt lllS Ihal If y U d not nt J w u 1l1 or

pan I Yt ur d crcld nght Ih wa er JtS

10 IhllC wh l in U the water htnefldal

ly kll1rdmg llllho pTl mly dl1e speCified
III th IT W IlT n hl dt f C

Co rad uprl nll Coun WJtlr Ia

d uslllns St lll I hat J Willa ucr 111 1 not

lak fWIll thr tream my m lTl W Il T Ihan

IS needed lilT h ndlu 11 u 11 thl lime

the R UaJ dl t r llln IS made despilt the

lm lLlnl 11I wcd lfl lnt f1 f the water

nght dll f C III dlwrt more water than IS

nttdeJ h r hcndiucl use IS WallT waSle

md Cller W bl anllo h mclUtkd uh

In tht 1l11 lSllrc of 1 water righl
h lI dehnenetd k T btndldal USl

rtd IS a rnhllall lll II the amount

n 4ulTl d W n11Wl wlter III Ihe pla e where

II wtll llxd md the amount nrdrJ Illr

ht ndlCI 11 nmsumpulust

h r e lIllplL ncultural Wallr use

11 he 2l hI pan lt clnsumpllW

dcprndll In Slld typI crl1p plantcd
lell r lphl kLllIIJn lr img luon mrtn xl

IUlllUp tl Ul m fwm percent nlfl

slImpllC dunn lhl Winter to jl pacem
c nsumpIlW dunn ummer Iandsc Ipl
lrn IUn

R ndlual l lbtllllpll e U Iwer a rep11
nt Il1c hrlllllC 11mI pcn l II ttw meburc

and hnm 01 I water nJhl HllWlWr It c1l

l UllllJ h lllumr pf kTe fce llnly when J

wlIer nghlldlln l J III Jnl ther tlJllf U

p lfll elf dlC II n IT pbce of Ul

lJn lypc llf WJllf use PHlducc
flund l f urfac W1t r l turn OllW

1m xampll III f turn Oowarc water

th u peTClllalhtll the r l t llle 01 J

crllr md mtll Ihe shallow nllllJwat r

w ller Sl rll Ir llll unfilled mnl n dllch
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cs or d1 hargc horn WlSlt waler real

ml m plams Jmpn o hn souns Relurn

n ws art lmp Jn m f r Soll1sfYlndown

stream w1t r rtghts pnwldlllg m ucam

fl lws and dcllhnng Jla l lr mh r I lll

colllpads see Imas a e C mp ld I 2 21

lany water nghts dqlI nd on ur

lan and suhsurtKe relurn n w Lnda

Colorado Ist Ia re urn flows If n

wasted or lband ned Wlla Unl r water

llsers rInn 1 Ulla cpt Tt tum n WS up n

whKh scmor waIn ngh s kpnu unless

they rcpin th m wnh mo horWJla sup

ply nf sultable ljuJ nllly md ljuJ hty for he

hisl1m use Llf the l nl lr nghts 1 hIS IS

helUse deaeed waIn nghts ue enmled

0 mJ1nI nanLe t lh 1ll1l Slream l llndl

1I ns Ihal xlsted a the lime the appro

pnJl1llfl began Ihlw er If Ih wlta IS

Imported mto l rt r hlSln la an enllrlly

hfkrm urc th 1 w lkr an he used

and reused l1eXllll ll lfl

Over Apprnpriatiol1
A wllt rsh d lr lh llll nJCnl IS 0

slderd l a iLllrllpnat d II lhe W ltcrc un

h ls appwwd ml rt W Lta rtghts dccfees

1m lhal Ifeam Ihan Iha IS Illr Iduall

l Jllahk ala 1 l1bblhly IS de anuned

h physKal anJ lelal nstr lmh Physhll

Clnstr llnls reta tlllhe woller supply 1 311

Ihk lfl m n 11ur d ne lTn f1 and tnnu

tary IljUlkrs Lcgal I nSlr llnb rekr lh
am UIll t WOlter llreaJy pb J III usc h

scmllr w3ter n hts wllhm CO fadll md

1he w ltr llll raJ l mU l 1l1 l It fl

d wnstre lm llld I UI f thl tal tl fulfill

mlersl lll W IIlr l lnp llIS r L uprem
Coun elulIable IPI 1fI1 lflment J cree

lnterS ale l mp Lds r 11

R thl llle I N 5 If 1l 1 i TC 11

became lppar nt that the ulh P t I

RIO l rlnd IllJ rkans h f1 Yh wthm

C l orad l werr h hmg I a lpl f pn

alld U1US Thlc c puIT d m fe l ol J U

11 wundw lltL lhenlII 1l uus

oj ImpI n J WII T hang 1 lgnnd
tuLl nghb I l mUniCipal use wat r

X h lIl IIlJ 1l1Ol nUll n plln I

Basics of Colorado Water Law

Abandonment ofWater Rights
Prior appropriallon water righls are presumed 10 have been abandoned if the

3fe n lt exercised dunng a lO ear period Owners of water nghts tn3y rebut thiS

presumption In water coun by showing intent not 10 abandon All or a pan of a

water right can be dedared abandoned through a water coun process The State

Engllleer compiles a periodic ranking list of aCllve decreed waler n ht pnorilies
and an abandonment Its t

ugnll llt ltlllfl Plans Ch 1l I I L1ef

Rlghb md Exchanges I 11 171

In lddllllm I CllnU1l1 nal md per

khd lppfl pn l1lnns pr WbllnS 1 he

lqll WaIn Rl ht Ietcrmm HI ltl lIlU

dnllntSlr IU n 1 addrl oun lppft J 1

f wlter t han I hangl 01 lln

n hl md lucmrnl IlII 11 pltn rhcioC

prlwlSHltlS all nt a ll 01 W Ha

sll h as munlllpal rnnr lnm nLll md

r crIllma uSt III nunm 11 h1Il

and pnal n th tlgh 1 haslIl IS wer

llpn pn lI j Thl uyurs lllh 1 I lu

wJ er un d cf es kr n lr hIll d

use clnt un Pf lllst lflS ll rr t d lounsl

Injun III Illh r w ller n h s

Comlmll liH P I iter llse th ll

pam 1t11 11IIy wnhdraws w lIer lwm

1l Uf Wller th 1t IS 111 lungn
1 lll lhlc btcauSt 11 hJ s vlpuraled

ol n tr msplrcd b planls m Of

r fal d mto pf ducts r wp
clnstlm d 11 wopk M hWSllL k

f 1lh rwSI T m eJ fr m lhe

lmrn dl lle alcr ennrnnment

RlIIU fill Illf th lI relllms It

lr ams IllJ nn rs altt r 11 hl O becn

lpphcd ll bendl l l uS I 1I1 1

r urn I 1 tlrl ll n or b m

mll w f tnhutan flundwatcr

Dndlllll J lU lr ll lIIud ilfn Jta

hrllu hl m I stf un sV lem fwm

ml hef unl nnedeJ SI111fl f f

l lmpll tr lnm llnllln surl1c

lter r llllntnbul ln well w ua

ThIS tn 1 1 waler Gin lx r usd t

tmdllln lr u d m Itlmematll n

r eXlh mg phns
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Deep Groundwater

Different Types of Groundwater

Co10radans rdy leanly on rumrm 1

dtcp mundw lIr for Jnrty l mUnlC

pal agnuhural mdustnal Jnd Inher ux

Decp groundwat r Tckrto 14U1ft t gCLl

lOgically wn mcd su h that lhc MH nll

moasurable Onn cllin tel surbt walers

kc lUse It 1 n l lnnctcJ the sur

fall stream Ul III thiS w lta nla regu

lau J hy In pnl T appropmuwn sytem In

fld dl ep grl1unclw lll r Tl yUlTS l i1tkrl lll

managcrn nt thall SUrf lIY tr ams lnd

tnbUl lry gwund ltl T

rnbulJry ITl1unJWJh r b TClhargcd
Jrom prcopllall m mo b na runult

Deep gwundwatn Illl re IOlly Tcpkn

bhl J lJwundwal f pumpmg at I T IlI

1T1 CX CSS 0 annual rClh lT l creates what

IS calkd a mmmg unJmon Lnlt s In

r lt ul pumpmg IS rq ul uJ mmmg will

ullm lld 111a wunJ ltlr Icn l III I

dPlh whl rc watn m nIl 111ngl T bWllh

JrJwn l n ml lll

In l lnr Jo J p TUnd ltlr l

hnJcd hy Ialutc lOW thn uq ns

I dslgnJtld l2 nl ntnhuury lnd 11

L1l nwr Ibsm gfllundwalCf l nJthnnal

groundwJler IS aTl thtf dassl1 JIWTI

III rllUndwallT It l m 1It tnhUt H llr

nllntnbut lTV Jnd If ngu1Jtld hy thl

i nlllwTmal Rl mrus 1

Colorado Ground Water Commission

ThColorado Ground Water CommissIOn IS the regulatory ilnd permit

ting agency authoned 10 mana e and control groundwater use in designated
grounJwalt r baslns It may hold rulemakmg and coun heanngs subject to

Judicial rn ew Its web Sill address is v 1lterslate co uscgv c

The CommiSSIOn has 12 members mne aPPllllled by tht governor Jnd

Ihree others COUSlslLng of Ihe directors of the kpanmom of Nalural ResouTCes

Ctllorado Water Conservation Board and the Dlision of Water Resources

For a detailed descnption of the well penmt application process different

t pe5 of wells and other subjects related 10 groundwaler management SlC the

GUIde co Co rado HI Permits Vain Ri hli and Hlla AJmlrllSlrafio1 published
by the Colorado Dl ision of Water ReSOUTCC5

frihullln Gnllw h un lttr hd H

tht ElTlh f url e thaI IS hydw
IOCI al1y TJnC led w a T cr

ep gwundWJICT IS n 1 TJ

ntoed W J TIl r

G lll1d 1In ltlnd nlll 1f Disukh

LllL11 h lnu f lrmeo III 11TJ

suh with the l rllunJ ltlT

lrnmls Sllll TJ r llnJ 11lT t1

1Il k t1all J h SlTIs rhlTl He 11

dblntls 1Il Color lJ

Designated Groundwater

lan loed b thl CI HlJI Ground

l a Lumrnbsllln Je lgnJh J round

WJIl r IS wala 11 11 u d 1 rCl h lr e or

supplemm lllTJUnUllllsly tlOtng surla e

tr Jm undlT l1alurJI lmUllions

In 4f5 tht Lx lsJturt auth nl o

IhL
l1

ra kl l Hlund lta C lrnmisSllTJ

III rtJle dl Slgn ulJ wulld Jla hasllls

rlll s He area whae nlundwatcr ha

hbh nl llIy ht n thprl mm lm water

s upply pnmlnly Jlon Ih front Itmgt
JnJ C Js T1 Colorado

ThaI1ft lurrenth dt sl natl d bblTlS

kc l t d llll L l r ldl e btan pl1ms 1 101

Bijl1U OUlhcm Hlgh Ibllls l ppcr B1wk

IUlrrd Crlrk lllSl Crk Camp Cm k

l ppcr BIg Illdy l ppcr CW l r ek anJ

Int luhcrn lltgh lams

Nontributary Groundwater
It lrthll1ry grlllllldw IlCT IS WOller

lllsldc oj 1 dslgn llld gnlundwall r basl1l

ht rllmplll will n lt Ifku SUrl ll wltfT

kd lIhm 1111 ye Il spt llil J m th

14i l r lutld na bn l cllll nt 1 11

Is Iltlnk wIllll rllng I IllJllwncr a

l r llc t I pt r nt rLr ycaT assummg a

h l YL lr hk llf InIqulkr I lmpl nant

III I lll lhallhls Is nIl a Ol tL mll1ltl n Ihat

In lqulkr lould adll llk prLWIJI lne pa
Tlllttl J 11 qth l h l l lr wJter upp y

rhl a umptl lTJ l nl u d hl Llkulall

Ill lnnual pumplllg ra l

G othennal Resources

It suhsurtll c lh ml1 Ihuds Jrc

c TJSldtTl d pMI l11 Ihe SlalCS r lund

uta rC lltlr l S Illd Ir suhll to th
L 1 lIL1J t lhamal RlSl lHXS Ad lsc

llllhl tL It1rc r qulrtS 1 Plmtl1 Irl m tht

SI lIl Fn IllL lT 15 wnn llll lhl r tyr j

hlunJw ltlr rldll1n
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Not Nontributary and

Nontributary Denver

Basin Groundatcr

D nn r Ih 1n roundwJtcr rd LO

deep groundwJln wahln Lhe JwSm

Denn r rJpJh It llld Llfamk F x Hills

u Ulfers There Ire lw lypes uf DeOw

Ba 1n rllUnd ller ne l n nlnhUI If md

nL1nlnbul If BULh Ire Ilkl Jt d l l wcrl

mg LmJU nl h ILk n mlnhULaf watn

at J ratuf I rl t nt pr YCJr J ummg a

IOO year ht f lhl 14u1ler
Ilow Tr pumpmg tlf c thr reSl1un l

rl4uire Sl lml of lhl w llc r t be pUt

b 1Ck 1010 Ih surlatl SITlam beClUSC Lhl

Gl ncrll Assemhly presumes by SlaHlIl

Ih1t there ml hl he IlIl hydr mlK on

n t I1 m Ixtwlrn th st J4111krs md the

oU h PI ltle BaSin

Groundwater U e Rights
AUt rJmg 1 lh 1405 lir lund WJta

Jnagem nt Atl l WT nc well In lhl

stale e f C I I ld Lhat dl Trb lnbulJry
nOll1nhu IT 1lllhr HJm gTl Ulldw lln

lr gCllham 11 rl IUre t S lllUSt h l 1

prmil rLlumlw lIn u nghb depend
m the s url I thl HunJw ll r md th

Iype l hendlel llust

In llrder k hl lln 1 pemllt t l dnll a

well lilt mUSl lik m lpph all lJl wuh th

L rad DI IS1n 1 lIef Res JurU lls

kn wTl b Ihl 1 11 En mleb 1flill T l

hl nn 1 w II r noht 1circc Illr Inbut lry

gWllndw lIlr 111e nmt hle 1 well prnlll

pplll llll n md ubmll ther r qulrld

d xumenJl1llO t the re I n11 t lltT un

hen well mm apphcall llls Ih

5ubmllled dl blin tJif d t nmn th

amounl l fl tlllJw l er l ulahk th

potcnual 1 r r untht lltr ll to In ur

tha eXl n WJLtT n hts Jnd lllh wllh

dr lwal lIll nl be unrl n lblv wt tdul

The 131 Enpncer 11 has lUth nt III

ldt PI md Jnwnd lnbuury n lntnhuuT

md Dener B 1S n gwundwatCT re ulallLln

that Jre subled III lUn rc 1l

The de51n ued nlundwJLlr pt mll

system WJ llcl n d pwteCI md maLn

1 lm re ISl nlhll gTllundw ulT pllmpm 1

c1 The DII ILln t un Rt 5t urS assIsts

Ih L lorado l wund Jln Lt mmlSS1ln

In n nnllng Jeslgn llcd gmllndWal r pn

mil apphatmm

DcIgn l ed wund Illf IS lll x lted

and 1dmmhteTt d 1n 1 lprdmlled mannCT

b Lht t lt n ml s 1fTl e tll lr H1 l

Gwund 31 T C mmlSSl n alld l l al

wund Iler lmJ l llIlnt DlstntH

unlTlhutary fllundwJler md

Denn r Basm wundwJtlT IS 311 xatld

to the l rlYIll bnd wnCf and an bl

wllhdrawn Il 1 raLe t11 I pericnt I war

has d I n 10 asumed lltl year supply
Thl mun1 lllT Ll1ml1ll5S m I Ul

plTffiLh 1M Ih d SlgnaLll1 p rll1l1 oi Ihe

Den I r FlalIl rh rq ll nll water un

Deep Groundwater

Denver Basin Aquifer System
Waler In the four Denver Basin bedrock aqUIfers is alhxlled to ovtrlpng

landowners al a Mthdrawal rue of one perccnt per ear unlil exhausted

The Colorado Geolllglcal SUT e eslimates that up to 291 million acre feel

of water lies in the 6 700 square mile Denver Basm although less lhan one

thm or halma be economically Teem erab e New communttles h meowners

and luher landoymers 111 lhe soulhern Denvcr mClropolitan area have begun to

depend nt3 ily on thiS fmllc resource

I U dCfe l lT Lh n n desl n lld

Iwni n f thl l cncr Fla lll

Currln st llute 111 1 ruhhl nll

ll su h 1S tltS lnd ler dISlnW

hum and ll lel1wr 8 blO r lUndwalt r

ullJerlpng thl 1an1 t I thcr It till l ntay

makes waler xTln c1 llhk W Ihl lmd

tnl ro md If thl l md Tler h n 1

Ilr ly 1umed th rllunJwater T1 hI5 h

obL llmn 1 llllTl d Ull T 1 well permit

twm Inl l ue Inr melr

1 ht Ptm r B I m t tIUll m1 ruk

Ir In rLKf bl lU lhe L eneral mbly
n l l gm d lh lI Je p fllund llcr I l l

orl il e I1l mli Illlpt n m ll t Trlym i

lmdl1wner and wlnGtl publi ief sur

Ilter mJ lhndllrh LLld hl t l labk

tl1r prelnt md fUlure lISw the cxtent

II eXISb

thermll ft urt S Jre Jdmm

hllfed lOd nlan It d Kn rdm h th

lh rnul 1 RulL
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Water Rights and Decrees

Monthly Water Resumes

Each ater coun publishes a monthl resume of lhe applicauons it has

recewed both In newspapers and by mailing indIVIdual COplCS to persons on the

water c1erk mailing lisThis is how the ciuzens of Colorado are mformed of

pendmg waler cases

The Colorado Couns post all seven water coun dinsion monthly resumes on

the Colorado Courts Veb sile al vvv counS SI lIe co Us

Statements of Opposition
Owners of wateT nghts may file a statement of opposlUon to any water nght

applic3110n thehmk might cause Injury to thelr water nghts A statement of

opposition must be flled wnhin 60days ofwhen notice of the apphemonapptars

in the resume Ancitizen may oppose a water righl5 apphcation bur Colorado

law dlleS notallow oluens to raise quesllons of injUry to Oller nghls they donot

av T The Stale and DI lsion Engincas can file a statement of opposition to any

application Colorado lav generall does nOI allow Opposllion on public mleresl

or envlronmemll ground
Water coun fmns for applicallons and statements of opposllion a main

tamed al the local watlT clerks office and on the Colorado Couns Web site al

wvwcourts tateco us

Colorado Wafer DIvisions

Wattr Courts

larung wtth m 1879 1 tUle the

C lIoradll G ntral Assemhly I sl lled lh

JUlY f Sllng Wller nghl pnomy dates

mJ H1111UnlS W Ih C luns Thl differs

horn llmosl Ill llha l tem stalt S which

use l Jt rnlll S Sleffi A walerlOun dentt

conflmlS 1 waler nghl bUI d l S nOI creal

II llUll apphL J uon If taler 10 a bench

clalunalCs 1 Walt r nghl
n Ll lJ lIltLegislature crtaltd sewn

W UL r JI lSwnS b ied on the ma t1r water

sheds If tht t ue Tn W Utr t un kH c lCh

dllS lln l ht ldquanercd m Inloll lwmg
10cJI ms

Grclcy SLlulh Plaut Rtyt T Basin

Pucblo TkaniJs RIYU BaslIl

l m l Rill Grmdc Rlwr Blsm

hmlwSLJllllnlSlm llltk 11 ores

and San llgut 1 RI wBasins

knw ld SpTlng Clll r ld RIH r

111n I m

1C J mhlI Spnnp bmp l hUe

mJ nh pl llltRlwrBasms Illd

DurJn l llJU 1l1 Rlwr Itbm md

p nl ln lf th D l lft Rl a

In C ll racln WltN cnurlS h e

JUn hluC1n 1 r all waler nghl dt CHT

lpphcl I nS hn urIC W lltr lrlbu

tary gwundwallT n lntnhulary Denver

B lSIn gTt UmiW lll r outside f dcgn Jted

gwund IllT h I lm IllJ gt l lhtrmal

rC llHr n JJdlll lll they rl 1l rJse

l t rl I tln lhk lhligenct ILlr l ndlltllllal

w nr TIghts dlJn s llf W lll r nghts
tXch mgcIl d lUgmen ll1l1n pbns lnd

iPPC II ITtlm ll e l r Dl l lllll I ngmttf

nlllrl emm lrclers

ala l l Un llso hlvelllll dICtllln w

r llV cases whl f Iht t lte lnd dl bl n

enpmel r haw rdused tl nfmc edul

t1ln llf hulJownj llf unJcntcd woller

U t r Jecret d IUmllr W lttT nghts lIta

1 r l h pLld bYl senwf w ua nght
IXThe orkmgllf J Rtnf Cal p lrO

pp 1l 01 my wala mn d Cb1n go

dlreLlly In Iht Cd1TJdo upTt lmC un

11tT llunxl Iht pnl1nty date fllT
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Wller n hls deuecs hlSl d on the year In

h h the appIH all m h hl d and wl1hm

thai year the dale when the aler appro

pnauon J InLtlated

In dl creell1 ak r n hls pnonlles
Colorado waler l luns Ja n 1 free 10

ho C o l Ttn dlreTtm Lypel f h n

ehClal uses Thcy aTe al l not tHawed III

deny waler nghl applilaLJllm b htd on

pubhl InlereSL lr ennronmem ll ground
The puhh lrust d Tlne IS n 1

reLgm ed 10 C I lr l llth m h thc

Colorado upnmtCoun haruled lhat

lhe C lorad aler Lonocr all ln Boud

hb a leg ll reptlllsibllllY to Ihe pt ople
of Col lTad l III n rlC liS Inslflam nl

water nghl

Water Right
All waLer In l lor ld IS 1 puhhl

Tel un e knlln 1 Iata If thtsl Ut

In eaung waler Tights Cllll f ld 1

JIsungulshes Oeto en wali fS of th n ltu

ral slream Whllh mdudes urble laLn

and tnbUl Jry gwundWJlcr md detp

cr LLndwater whkh mdLLd dt signaltd

gwundw IL r n lIllnbLLI It gn1lIldw 11lT

Jnd no T B ISLn gwundw un

Obtaining a Decree for a

Conditiunal Water RighI
A nc water user all n l nga

JppTl priale wah T b simply gln lUl to

lh trlam and dl mg J dL TSIIlll Jltl h

l ldern waltT PWIC t mn lw 1 mplex
pmn ss If plannlll ptmllttm n llletr

mg md finanmg

To allllw 1m f r Iht df rL whl

also h ldm a d u III Ihpri my yslern

walas u r apply for d ndILOn Ii 1I r

nghl dtLrt A c mdmon11 d ree h llds

1 d ne III lh pTlllnty syst m whKh IS thn

fmah ed when thl wlta IS lltualh put 10

ocnehClal u

T l lbl 1m 1 mdmonal WJIr n hl

dlUll the Iprham muq hlw there L

tlll unapprl pnated w ltr l Jllablc uk

mg mhl a CI tlnt the hbt n l Xtrd llf

d nt d un nghh n the wr appmpn
ucd wJlersheds If Colorad l u h as lhe

outh Platte Arkansas and Rll GranJ

ba ms an mdl ldu 11 with J nn wun

uSt may Sill Ibtalll a lta dn Tte but

thl I ua may tlnly he I allabk dunn

a smalllan 1 the ye lr T mly 111 me

years reater rthabdllY can be lm d h

hl 11ll1l1g a dllHt l r In ltll l f pn nty
dlwTSllm usmg 1n lugmtnlllllln pl 1n sel

Au mmalllln plans p 101 or by hangmg
eXist Ill IlCr nght J uen see Ch mge

Il and Transkr t f ala Right pI
Obllllllng a un du e klr J OJI

IIl nal w un nghl an b a mpkx pro

Water Rights and Decrees

Pubit TIII Vtlui lI A dllmn of

t lll tl ncrsblp 1 1 stnam and Ltkc

lx d thai hL 1xcn apph d mt l

nl1t lbly m Cahl mu III prcsrw

WJll r fl wamJ m lme mt illn

l ut balk 1m hlShm dl erswns III

nkr II utaLll hsh tnd wildhfc

h lbll 1l and rcucalLIln

nss Ilth ugh mdi ldu11s may h l l

prll xd lhTllllgh the mal Ilf a wateT Gl

lthl ut a lJwyn C rplratll TlS m IY appc u

hcl lTl the water Illd 1 I nly thT1u h Ill

JIWme l nlTall 1pphGm ek x lh

Ieal t1ld ller tn meenng ad1 c

Tht f llll in tcps klr I bt llnln

d at f r 1 ondlllt n 11 aln n ht 11

pr lJed as a Ulddlll They are n l

Intended 1 JddreIll SitU tll IlS The

C I lrtd UTls eb pag ont unJpph
CIllln 111mb ft r the lnllUS typ6 l W Ilf
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Water Rights and Decrees

decree or issuance of the most

recent dihgt nce decree

Direct Flow Right 1 right that takes

Its water direelly from the surface

stream or tributary groundwater
for application to beneficial USt

It IS expressed In cubic feel per

second of flow Cds

Exchange Decree walercoun decree

that alows an up neam dlener to

take the ater Ihat would usually
flow to a dOT5lream dlener The

upstream dlener must prOide

the donstream di cnIT wnh a

suitable replacement suppl of

waler in amount timing md

qualit from someother source

Federal Rcscrwd Ri hl a right to

prenouslunappropriated water

expresslcreated b federal law

Federal rescrycd nghts may also

be created by Implication mean

109 that even If such nghts were

not named explicitly Congress
Implied that It was nccesary 10

reSnT water rights for uSt on

federal lands such as tribal restn a

tions national parks forests and

monuments see Federal ReSt r ed

Watlr Rights p 24

nream Flllw Waltr Ri ht a water

nght held by the state to protect
or Improe the water dependent
natural ennronmcm

Recrtalional nchannel DiCr r ion

Right water right held by a local

goernmental enUty for struaures

that control the 00of ater fllr

boatmg and kayaking
Storage Righi a nght 10 Impound

water m pnomfor uteI use

exp d m number of acre feet

of water that the teSCnoir or swr

age csscl can hold

lpphcllons at W Wl urb ta e eous

To Inlllate a Urf ILC or tnbutary
gnlundwatf nght lnd lhtam a condl

llln i kern Iht water user mu t

I Intend III Jl cn pr lllu ly un lppw

pnated ata

2 D m ln tra e Ihis tntl nt optnly lr

e impk hy C lndUltlng held o ureys

plslln n tKe at 1 dlH r wn pOint or

It mg f r a wdl ptrmll applu ulOn

31 rile an appl1c Hlon wllh the

rq Il n ll watt r court The ye HIn

hhh Ihe ipplll Jtl n IS fikd s et

th datl I pnorlly
n l lhhh Ihe appllclllon thRW h the

W IlT Jt 1 1 ll nth y lIlr rtSuml

Illd h Iq ll n lIlT III ll al newopap rs

51 110 t l m nth fOf thr parlllW

hIo Utlffil nb f PfX sltllln

b1 Lol llaJ 1 Dtnsllln III ater

Rt urle l n lfllnS at Ihe lcal

Dlnsll fl n lnl l rs Ollin re lew

the pphGllhm
71 Slall lwm the l lSIOIl Engineer s

lfhee gcnaJlly tht h c ll water

commlsSWthfS pntl fm htld 1n C

llgall m II con lrrn th dm In

the Ippltlati fl

S l IS l n lflecr uhmlls a wntltfl

fl l n 1 the rl I l1 l water Cll1rt

1 uh fln rnmcnda wns

en 11 th fl b n pp lllnll the pphll
I lll IS ll llWtd hy 1 water Clun rd

t rt c who then ISSUtS a ruhng
Wl If nIl pn ttstlS hkJ thl rderle

n11m Cs htl ll the water un

JUdg md hdshl signs 11 m the fonn

llf a d lTccd wata nght
11 lItherl l I pr lt the 1 llS

hdl fl the WHlr un Jud f lr tri l1

unle the raml Illrtllh J ITC

men In tht Inst llllt thl wala l un

nuy t nter m Igrcld u n deat l

Different Types of Decrees and Water Rights
Abolule Deuel a Yoater court decree

recognimg lhat a water nght has

been perfected or made real by
placing prelously unappropriated
water to a benefictal use

Augment uinn Decree 3 water coun

decree lhat allos 3 water user to

dlven OUI of priont by replac
109 water dcplcllons tnlde 10 the

streamS 5hm

Change of ater Rights Decree a

water coun decree that allows a

differem use different point of

diersion or dIfferent place of

use while retammg the semor

pritflly of Ihe origmal water right
The water consumptu n under the

change IS limned to the benefICIal

hislOric consumpm e use of lhe

ongmal water nghl based on a

repreScntalle lime penod mam

tenance of the historic return now

pattern and other condnions nec

essary to prevent e nlargement of

the water nght or inJtllto other

water nghts
Condilional Deuce 3 ater coun

decree recogntlOg a priom d lIe

for a new proposed appropnation
The pnomy becomes fixed when

the ata 15 aCLUJIIplaced 10

benefictal use The applicant for a

condllional decree must show that

there is utUpproprialed water aail

able and must have a plan to diveno

store orornervise capture posses

and ctlfltrolthe water To conunue

to hold a condlllonal decree the

polent11 vater user must proC 0

the coun that he or she is making
diligem progress too3rds pUlling
the water to a beneficial use

holder f a condillonal decree mu J

show dihgence every SLyears Jfter

issuance of tht onginal rondllional

Acn ss for Building and

Operating Water Facilities

The nght lL1 It mllthcr pefil fls

Imd I elll1strud rrwmtJIn and perJ e a

1tl r 11illlY uch b J rl cn I lr duch or
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h Jdg3lC hJS always ht en an r enllallca

ture of COIM ldo wller 11w lalnlcnlnu

m 1Y Indud JlUVllle such 3 ck lnlng

01 ditches w cd l mr l lr lll lllllnn

water dl erslIns am nl then

Thowh l ntakre lllh Ih l ptTatl m

of 1 water b tllt dama e It l T pl Ht1I

JCss fllr th ll wh l O ITI lhe slnldurc

aIT subJl ct 10 trlt pl bWSUlb ptym nl lf

darTUges and rl lfalllll I the strudure

If applYing I l a nl 1 water nghthe

applicant mu t hal lhl n S I l l

Interest In the land whar Ihe waul ladi

IU llll lx hUllt f h w that h r she

can obtJ 1n 1 If th land wlla d S Il t

consent th l1 ld CmlslllultlIl md

stJtutc pr lll 1 pnvlle nghl 01 l lll

demn111 1ll ICross Ihe ltnd f Ihrs for

th l lnstrultl ll IIlJ l p T ltl lll o waler

ladllll s Slll h 15 plp hIlCS lIld f f lr

upon pa mclll lllSI mpCfls llhm to Iht

rropen ncr

Consent I Iho 1 pl ll1 l l qUlrl d

I h n J govcrnment 11 enlll wns 11ll

land ThIS IS uu ll1y nht llned Ihr1ugh 1

cnull PWYSS

hchangcs
A watn challt In Xcur llhm thc

rnm Ipprllpn lthln r tcm An exchange
1I1 W J n upslli am dltner I t lke water

I dl1 ITIream Jlwner would Ihenn

n l l e If Iho lIer 1 r plJa J 11 Ih urn

plJ l ljuanllly and Ull lhk ljualuy th

d lIInslrcam ilwn r t n l wd 11Iflh Ihl

exch mgorh UT nlldl r qluremlnt

l J wncr exhan t Irc I Ihe llfCo 1

suhmule ala lIpply mut Ix Upsm lm

11 Ihe StIll r dlH 1 1n lIltng th w ller 2

Ih SUhllltlll wllff upply mU1 he equlv l

lenl III lnwunt md Sllll lhk qullllY f f

lhe d Tl5tleam Sl lll lr 3 suhslllute w lter

mLl t be fwm lrpllh j nlthle fh s and H

Ihe I n r nhb 11 1thcr mnOI be lllJured
hcn impkm nlm Ihe exchange

Coun Ippr al l an cxch mge asl n

1 J pnonty m f b110n I 1 her lter

n ht and cxhJn c pcraung ll th

S1me lr lm re llh But tht 1 He En tnter

Water Rights and Decrees

Historical Excess in Granting Conditional Decrees

Brings About the Can and Will Requirement

HlSwricaIl IT1n CJrI condillonJI WJter right decre a rardcd in Colorado

ere m excess of the amount neassary for the petilioners true beneficial Ust

Old decrees ma have al10wed for diversIon amounts not actually available

under natural conditions or did nOI take into accounl the facl that semor water

nghls were already dlvemng and usmg all of Ihe available water Some decrees

even went so far as 10 grant more aler than a pJn1cular ditch could carry

In 1979 the Genertl A5Stmbl adopted the can and viW reqUlremenl for

condillonal watrr rights decrees It requw s Ihe applicant 10 show that there is

unappropnaled waler available and Ihll the appllc3nl can and ill placr the

water 10 a bendiclal use 1Ih dih ence and 1thtn a reasonable lime

mar 1110 Iltr xh lllfS Wllh UI a

un dCTcc Ii wltn IS 1 lIl1hl III rn r

uy and Ihc c ch m e wlIl nOI GlUSl lIlIU

I I her wller nghb A watn e chang
mJ deCT a wun fl lIlt l a partllLII 1f

str 1l11 cgmom III rtllITll l r pb lll tIll

atcrm llOlhcr tream scgnk nL

Change Sale and Transfer

of Water Right
C l r lcl l II r 13 j1w JdcsI markcI

f f 11 1 nghts water Tlhl Iwlder may

rh ng thi I ller nght I m nher Iype nd

plac f ue rct ltntng II prWnly dale

l hlWCtr th han l I I SUhlll 0

llhlatnlllg a n tln U Crcl 2 lllrhur d h

the d tT Td llelnghls hbOrh lX nehn ll

numplln use m tlnl lnd qUJntll nu

J musI mdudc cllndlllllnpr I enlll1g

enlargement f the W Iltr nghl I l lIllUl1l l

llller Wlll r n hb

cnlKal mponcnt lth h mgc f

Iter nkhl pr xedure IS m aurtment 1ll

1lr Ilel f Ih am unt of WJtn hbl mlJl

Iy put Il ncndllal onsumpllw use 0

m lre Ihm Ih11 lm IUnl Wlter i nsumed

under the pnul nkhl may lx consum d

under lh hmged n hl In lhl J Ihe

n w nghl remoe fwm Ihe tn lm 5

l m no m re waler thJn Wb fbUrn d

hnefLClall h the ld t1 l cVCr glCn

c llldllln m the delree 1 pllt Ct I lll

lIlJUTto lher watlr n hl Ihe pnonl

dHe 01 lh dcrc J lll mal n ht ill snll

he m llntllllcd Sl Ih l 11 n1J Ix utihed in

dl krent uscs md k lltons Oneh compa

IlIl may Jd pt hylaw reSIlll twns agamsl

lranskrnng lter out If Ihl d1lth system

In 2l1l13 th Lq l L1lure cSIJhhhed

Illr hanks III t Kh If Cl ralos sewn

I lIer dl lSI lllrlln rcquc t by a spon

nn l emmental enmy in the WJteT

dt lSlllfl Ihe I lIe Engllll lT will ae Hl

rule IT ptrJl111n If th b lllk Thl

1 glSbll0l1 allows I lmlcr to lc ae lnan

lr nch lll k Jll torrd WJln for pay

m nt wlIh ut l l m Ih lln nght or

pcnuanenlly 1111l 1t llftt lh w wller

nghtJr n l mcludcd m Ih bank only
stlra e n hb

C Zl S GUIDE o COLOOO W E L 5



Water Rights and Decrees

Augmcntatiun Plans

In I rll lhe lKnlf 11 hl mbly ftr l

TC1jum J tn dldornWlll If lll mcntJlll

rtln An lU n1tnllIIl n plm I 1 ourt

lppTlwJ plan desIgned II pTllhTt nIOT

lIl r n ht5 whlk J llllwm lunlllT wHn

n hh hI dIHrW lI f I ut of pnonty

In tnll ITGb II Colorld l Te lJcnb

lTC unahk l hul1 J well plTlllll lIlT

tnnutary TtlUnJ h r I l nuk J SUrl II

dlV rsll1n llhl1UI m U ml ntJtl llphn
U llllntdUI n pbn HI fl QUlrld lor

hn f ll It lta 11 lnll when InT

I m uruppwpnJIl d wller I ullhk In

tlt wlh r hrdtn 1I J Tl lWr lppropn IIId

JunnRll 1 pm 01 the l ar In m wer

Jppr pn llcJ basin Untllf wller n hl

would Ill hUlllff unk thl Y npIJu lh

dl pklLtlm tnl Y nuke when ther IS n l

unappr pnah d Jlr 1 l lahll

u mentltl n pla s J lt w fllr ut I

po my dl l r lls by tt pJ l tn Ihwat r

lh ll lumor wateru rs uml Hl1wl er

Ihe repIJ cmnt at T musl meel the

need Dl mN aICr n hls h IJrrs at Iht

time pbu quanmy 3nd suttabk quahl
th would n lly ab nl thl out I pTll T

LlY dtVff llln rt1r exampk thiS all lWS

well ownas wnh tumor nghlS 0 pump

thClr lObUlary n undwJ r wclls en n

whl n a nvcr all has ncln pblcd Isce The

llrkm 01 1 Rlwr Colli p IRl

Rt plaHmCnl Ita nuy come from

m IC ll1y I lllablt lurc and b prond
J b a vant l1t means An all mrnt lli

plan ld nlljll tht struture5 JlwrSllns

ocncfll l 11 ll IImmg and arnllUnl III

dplclllns III h rl placd alon l h hl

md when thl nplal l mrnl water Will

supphld and h lw Ihl augml nt It10n plan
Will br Ipcralni

perln wh walls 111 dlwn UI of

pnlJnI h Implellll llllllf an aUf meml

t10n ptm musl hIe 10 apphcJu llWith thl

rq lnll Il T llun For example SnW

Im lll1rs ll n Ihe lIth Plane Rln r and

RIO GrM1J R1H r have decfted mgmen

l nlOn plam hI USl unhmd ImgIl1ll

dllhc and pund dunn lh non grow

Ill c lson W r h H C thl lftlundwater

ILjtllkrs th ll fecd thl fcr In th way

th v fnau lUj memalon ntJI III

rq la e lkp1cunns fwm out f pn rllY

grlUndw lllT pumptn

l nda toltut ldofKed III 2 lliH tht

t llr rngtncCT 01 1 iPPWl tempor l

Ch tnll l WJ l r nghtmd uh mUl

supply puns JJlow1n W I1lT Jdln nes l

nnnuc while water lUun apphC31lllns
I lr dun of wat r n htor lU mt ntall ll

planIn pemlm A uh llIutsupply pbn
fllT a Jum lr wdl1L ually n utns 1JC lLlI

T pla mrlll w lttr 0 nlr dlplcll llS III

attT fWnl ml T wJler n hts

Augmfntation plans allowJor out oJ prioity clin rsiol1s hy rcplacing lhl waltI lhal

junior alfl US rs consumc Howf CI lh rCplllU1f11f Hilt must mfet llIl lIfl ds oj

5 11 01 aefr ights holdcrs al thf eiml placf quantiry and suiwhk qualifY rhlY would

enjoy lbSellr rill our oJ priorirlfin rsious
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Administering Managing and Regulating Water

Administration of Water

Rights Colorado Division
of Water Resources

The ClJoradl DIl bllln 1 llcr

Rt mfc WhKh mdudt thl Slale

Engmeer dl l lon enolnccrs and

water comml Wntrs hilS thl aUlh r

It to IJmmlS a all surface and mhul1ry

wundw Jtcr In the I lll fC lll llb

The 19t14 Ad scClllln 37 1 1

l1l ll cl Stales thai rukllf the tall

EnglOl t T shall han IS thelr b CdJT

the llpllffium U III w ller consIStent

1 h preserauon l f tht pnlJn y system
of water nghts Although CllloraJ l

statutes and nun dcrls pns appc Ir Il

reler InlerChln l ablto maximum llllh

alwn and l pllmum use the Cl1ll1T1Jn

uprlme C llJrl dys Ihal Clllorado water

law J lt S nlll reqUire sqUtt lOg out cwry

dwp of walef aalbhlc Ruhcr the law

fawors llpllmum ue specilKal1y proper

Tq aTd f T tl sl mfkant f ldor5 mdudln
rll1rollmental and rnnomlC ncerns h

taken lnto accnunt

Thmu h ul l rado the h ldas 0f

dCT l d waler nhls depend 111 Ih I lle

Enln r to shul down l r Teduel Junt r

dccre d USl S In addlll m III undeTn d

USl S w smsly Ih d mand f dcneed

ntor Uc

Thae IS a 11 lsn eng lIln rs ofhcr

lo ued III e lCh thl en n wala 111

Sl l 1Il C ll lrad clCh dlbllln ffh e

employs a numher f w ller cnmmlSSlOl

eTS 11 IS lhl pnmary 1 h 0f Ihe water Olin

mlSll llers 10 lo 101 Ih hdd and dlStnb

ute the walers l f th 5t lllThIS Im llws

momwnnhfJJg ll Tl splJldm to calls

f r water 15umg Tdas w reduc r n L

dl CrSI ms mJ cClllctm Jat l on dlwr

SI lIlS Thc Statc EnllIlcer P rates a taIC

WId uclhte hnkcd lll nthlnng t m

that rcc0TdstIT lm nowon a f al lIme

basIS ThIS system IS I nul Cllmp ent to

water admimstT IlI lIl and flc d m mtlr

IIlgdf lJls

The tat Englll r 1 Jdmlntstcr
n 11ltnbutolry lnJ Plnwf B lSln Ilwul1l

water under lis well pennll md rulernlk

IIlg 1Uth my The C I Tuh lJI1Undw ller

LommlSSllln and oca groundwater moln

agement dlstnctS admllllster mundw llrf

111 the d sl r1aled groundwater b hlnS sec

Desl nated Groundwatlr BJslIls p Ill

Th tale En lIle r ha thaUlhonty L

old pt and lTn nd fe ulall mS 10f momary
n lntnhut lly mJ DCIlrf BlSIIl wundwa

ta uoJ lI tcl Judldal fcnnc

luh lIlf fm lll n rlJrdlllg Jttf

1dmllll tratl n 1Il C Jlorado appl ar m

thc DWbl n f lta Resources eh SJl

wwwWlter st ue cllUS

Substitute Supply Plans

SUOSUlutt supply pbns a1 1 lUt ll

pn nt dlTrSI ms tl suftlllm f plan
firm wllcr can he pnKIJ d to selll r

flglllS to lll f kpkll ns uhllttlt

supply plans arc appwwJ hy Ihc I1 lle

Eng1l1ltT f r Jdllled pl ri ds In l mrbt

lugmenlJllon rlans whKh Jr I ng term

must he approed hy wller n un

In 2002 Ihe CllTad l t l nerJI

As mhly 1dopteJ Iq lslatlOn a m1ng the

SIal Eng1l1l tT hl appwe suhslltutc sup

ply plans while augmentatton plan lpph
caU lns are pendlll 1Il water loun A spc
eift pn1IS11n 01 thiS IcglslanlJl feqUITes
that nOlll I Ih suhsltute supply plan
Jnd W Her n un lpplKallon he pnwlded
t l all lppl lIlf pattles so they can submit

lmments III the o 1 UI Enguwas Offtce

In l lIlJ th neral hembly gr mted a

Tal p nllf thr warflH llut nf pri
lfllY tTlbUlolT gT UnJw3t f well pumpers

lIlthSouth PI llt BJSlIl III filc olUgmenta

tl m pIins m WJtlT court

Aller I sUbsUlUt supply plan has ocen

f ll t d thl t lte Eng1l1l cr may all

r llum terms and COndllllnS hl Jssure

thll p rallon of the plan will replace all

oUl of pmmty Jepkn ln 1Il lime

lon mJ Jmount I l pn em lIlJury I

thl r W lIlJ nghts
In 2l1l11 Ihe C lllr l sscmbly a so

a the tJ n lnl r 1uthomy 10

Exempt and Non Exempt Wells

There are two categcllles of groundwater wells J exempt wells mean

ing those that aTe exempt from water righls admlllistration under the priomy
system and 2 non exempt wells meaning those that are go emed by the

priam system

Permits fOT exempl wells typically limll the pumping rate to no more than

15 gallons per mmute Examplcs of excmpt lIs IIlclude household use only
domestIC and livestock wells pre 1972 unregislered wells commeTCIal exempt
wells momtonng and observation wells and replacement wells Exempt wells

cannot be pooled to consutute a subdi islOn VateT supp1r Until 1971 wells

pro dlllg groundwaler for domestic use Vere not regulated Now although
still exempt from the priority s stem Ihey do require a pennit from thc State

Enwncers Office

The Stale EngllletT dleS not curtail exempt wells when respondlllg to a

senior call because the egtslature presumes non inJutto other water nghts
dulto the It amount Ifconsumptive Olter use from these wells

Nonexempt wells are governed by the priomy system and ma becurtaIled

These ells lndude any other I JC ofwell not noted above In overappropnated
areas of the stale new non exempt wells art requlfw to replace outof priom
din rsions by means ofan augmcntallon plan

For more detail see the Guidto Colorado Well Permits ter Righls and

iucr A lminlstrarion published by the Colorado Diision of Water Resounes

C TIZtS GUIDIO COlOl DD W I LA



The Workings of a River Call
In Colorado after thestrt3ms peak from spnng snowmelt

the reservoirs h3YC filled as much as they can based on heir

allotmtnl In the pnomsystem and stream flows stan to

drop me water nghls In the YCt system llUy nm haw suf

fiCient water ICl fulf1l1lhclT coun decreed dl crslon amount

Water users may then stan to call for their water based on the

pnonlsystem of first In time first In right
For example In late July Irrigator Jane is not gemng

enou h water 10 lmgate her arhc fann She ha a decreed

water right h a 1940 priontdate Time 10 place a call

I Irrigator Jane comacts her local deSignated ditch official

and sas she needs to call for her ater She can only
call for the amoum of water provided In her wlter nght
decree and onlfor the amount that she can aClUally PUI

to beneficial use Ceg imgalion of a crop
2 The ditch olllcial ccomacts the local water commLSSloner 31

the Colorado OlnSlOn of lter Resounes and places the

mlllal call Dependmg on Ihe nver S Slem a verbal call

may be made but m many cases a lmnal wnllen GlII for

w3lerlsrcqmred
3 hen Iht call comes on the water commissioner Cnfies

Its legtlltnJ c then stans looking upstream to shut dOlTl

all undectttd uses Still not enough water

4 The water comm15siona then hmlts all decreed upstream

uStts to dcueed amounts of diwtslOn SI II not enou h

water to fulfill irrig3tl rjmes 1940 waternght
5 Now thc water commiSSioner 111 use the prilmty sys

tem to look upstream from Janes headg1le diversion for

decreed llets nth pntlnty datt mt re recenl than I Q4

The5e WCts are considered Junior and their dttrs10ns

Illx reduced or shut dO Tl

6 Each decreed JUnior water lLer based on their tlrder If

pnoot Junior to seOltlr IS shut d vn until Jane ets

enough wner to fulfill her 1940 water nght
However stream Il Cs arc still droppmR and JllW d Tl

stream muniCIpal USr Blue Otdoes nOl haw enough
lterl fulfill ItS 1927 water nght Blue City places a call

8 The waler comml5Sioner ill go Ihrough the same pro

cess reducing or shuumg dllwn all nghts more recent

than 1927 until Blue ClIS nghts arc met ThiS mamean

Ihat ImgalOr Jane 11 have to let water now pasl her

headgate 10 fulfill Blue CltS senior dowtl5tream nghl
9 If you doncomply Ihe water comml5Sioner 11 lock

dovilyour headgate

Tht pnonl date of Ihe river call may change ea h day

dependmg on the stream now J ailable and the semonly nf

the diversions Ihat need water on that day
An additional consideration Some watermusl lx earned

down m er and cannol be dlened This could indude res

erYOlr water Iratl5 basm diversion water the stales instream

now water rights or water Ihat musl be deli cred under

interslate compacts or US Supreme Coun eqUltahle appor

tionment decrees

The ColoracJll OWISll n of aler Resources keeps track of

all calls for water on liS h site w watcr Slatt Co US

Adapled from lIul batd 11 Rla C1Il by Ken Beegles
CClII rado OI ISIOn of ater Re50urces DllslOn 7



Administering Managing and Regulating Water

apprlWC emrgcnl Y Wall r supply plam
and shon ttnn wueru s This t lslall n

feqUlrt S the Slate En lnecr III lshllln 1111

dm n lhal will protect other w lla n hb

J amst mJU when CXCfnSlnl1 Ihl5 ldmm

lstratw autfllmy In the x trc dTlluht

year of 202 the latc Enpncer lppw d

lml 10 t mer tn y supply pLins

Colorado Waler
Conservation Board

The Colllrad l nraJ Assmbly crc

Jh d this slalnnde blldrd III 9 7 Its

pUrle IS lJ aId In lhe protet1tll1 and

dlvclnpment III Iht slall WaltTS The

C CB hilS 1 memhc rs The cmllT

appoints l hl memlwrs lwm 1h 11 the

SIlIt S m llor nwr b ISllb and lnl member

fr m Iht City lnd County f ntT All

appt1mlecs an SUb d In S1n lle nhm l

twn and x rYe three year terms PthtT

mtmtKTS llf the B no Ipp llnttd I nUt

of offILl OT posllIon Indude the O l cuttw

dm C1lT or the Departml nt of Natur 11

Rlsollrces Jlll1mey gener
l st lll tn l

nCl r l t mnllslllner llf I nnlhure md

dtrt lllH of tht C CA

rhl e eR IS r Splnslblc flIt J1 llld

control Jnd prnlecu n den ll pml m of

stJtlwldl W lltpolley md ldenllfym
and rlcommcndlllg W ill T development

pf1 edS lTnl ng other dUlIes It alStl

makes loans J IlJ grJnls l lllabe IlH tht

llnSInh lllOol W lllt Ptll l llS

In 1973 thl Slale lx lsbtun re g

m ed lhl nCl d l conellll lhe Ldl lIllS

of mankmu uh some reb lnJblt prls

CT llL11l t f lnl n llUTJl ell lWnmem It

cfl llcd th IIlSltl alll FI w rnTam as pan

of the C CAs rl ponslbtllUCS Instream

nllWS h llltdmg Itl kgb1lu Cddmllion

Jre the n lWS l f lake levels necul d III pn

seTe OT lmpnwe the n llutal ennTnml nl

III a rt a n lbk dq n e

Cill t ns can ill k C 8 adl111eS

lOd find tllhcr wdul mttnlJIIllIl n II

eh Sill at W I cweb t lt Cll US

lllSlrcam flowS according to legislatin definilion arc

tile lows or lallf In els nccded to prcscre lite Illllural

cn inHllJlnll to 1I rnlsonablf dfgrce

dl lfll1 nwas 1 laTge gn gTaphkal arc

and ha 1 numhcr If cln tn Jncy dlslricls

ahm Ll Lono r JtLon dlSlntt 1 h l

the pl l r 10 lssue ho nds md k t XIS

md uSr kt
That lfe ctlrrlnlly Ihn l e lIl lII11n

dtslndS III CllIM ld LtlltltJdo RIWf alc

C ns n alltn PI Inl1 Rll Grande all

Cllllserv llllll llslnel Jnd southw stcrn

V lta CllIlcn ll1lll lblnel

C ZE S 3 DE TC CC C oc WTEA L

Lot al and Regionll
Vater Management Agencies

l lllal W Hlr l11ana ement Jgenul S

mdmll wah f cIlll n ancy dl lntb watl r

Cl n natl ln dislncl gflUnd all r man

a emtnt dl tncl wateT md sanllatlln

dlSlndl wnmd lllC Jnd tmgallllll
U151nltS Lq ISb1l11ll ft r l a h llbclypS

If WHer managl m n l ntllll spdts l ll
thelT toks me JUlhllnty

aler nmsn aney dISfle S art l xal

gllernment Ig ncl s llngmally ft lted

10 l llnSln K fllY fl T and perat Wller

pT ljelb Thae lrl 1 waler consn mcy

dLSm t III Ct ltTJd A c n J JIl Y dlS

InCI m l IS Ut wnds md 1 IXlS Jnd

ucr fee

A JteT n n J Jllln dbln1 IS J 1 1 11

pIIIIl y m lkmg ho dy thJ t the l l ntrd

hsembh crlaled dm clh h statUle 11

PW CCI 1Ild kC1Ilr Ihe alers 11 whtch

lO OT ldll I cntllJl d Ealh nlfl r JI n

9
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Trans mountain Diversions and Basin of Origin Protection

A trm5mountam d version occurs when water IS exponed from one water

shed into anolher cst Slope water dl cned to points east of the Contmcmal

Dinde supplies manFront Range water uses This Imponed waler is 100 per
cent consumptle This means that the water can be reused to extinction and IS

not requIred to provide return flows This IS because the law recognizes that no

waler from the dierslon Iril ver now back to ItS basm of origin
In the Colorado Rlcr BaSin specifically Colorado statutes reqUire that water

conservancy distncls have basm of ongin pnnetion plans In plan as a condl

lion for exponmg water from the natural Colorado River Ba m to other areas

of the slale The General Assembl has not extended this reqUirement to other

enllties such as municipaliutS or LO waler appropnated and remO ed from

other basins

According to the Slalllle a basin of origin protecllon plan must include

measures or thc design constrtlClon and operation of water exponation facili

ties so that present and future beneficial consumpth e tlter uses will not be

impamd nor Increased In Clst at the expense of the water users thin the

natural basin

A 1003 statutc prondes for replacement 01 losl tax revenues for up 10 30

years when agncultural water nghts are permanentl removed from one county
for use m another county

Water Storage
In hiS I Rio Rqtm 01 Ihe Lmds ll Ihr

And R l l ns J lm l sky PoweJ1 strcd

the nreessny I wlIcr 11rJgr In th Wlst

an lntled tates Hc ft ued that cNpor ltr

nt mopl lewtluld nmlrolthc SOlie md US

of watl r unle It mlnent mtClnntd on

beh lll ot the iarmer
In 19112 Cnngres pas d Ihe

Rechmlatlln Au III help Coloradl 1nd

lh llher wrstem Slates manu HooCrYOlrs

Lndr a prll tSlon IthtRclamalll1n Act

111 r lmalllltl pn jl clS must ohtaln wal r

n bth l d n still bw

Faled with requlrt mtnts m Ihe

Redarn lll lll All klr kcal pmJllI spomStn

III h lp fep 1 1 pomwll of pmJell CllSb

Ihe CllIe radl ennAssembly ld p1 d

llw r llmg 1fnc 1l1lln d1 lnl ts water

nlUMTall dlSlnlls and waler l onSt r

valllln dblnltTh sc nll1CS were gl cn

Illth nly Ie l ntralt dlrect y w1 h the L S

Hurrall of Rcdam lll m The ontrlClS I r

early redarnallon projeCls werr dCl led

alm 1 enurdy w 1rng lI10n Latcr PfllJ
Cb like the C I r3d El1 Th mpSJ1O md

rrYIn p m rkm b IlT jetls llsl t r cd

me mUlllclpal and mdtbln l1 U

Thc nl r ld Rlb Th mpson rroJ t1

pwndcs up to 240 l 1t1 Iln fcei lj water

Jnnuallv f r m tllt1 0 1 Crcs ll larm

hmJ l1ld ll lllle md ller dbtndS m

cn n ntblcm Cole rad C unt1e Thc

Frymtpiln ArkanSlsPWJClf supphls waler

I famll rs md nlles In th ArkanslsRiver

BI ln dd1 Tnng m awr Ill f 74 Yt2 a rc

r 1 t pr l Cct wal r i1nmlJlly
lthn x mplc e f l Bureau

I Rcdamlll lll pr lc c In lud Ihe

Lnl mp lhl rl Pw In the liunm 1n Rtn

Ba m Illd thl Grand ll1ev PWttCl whICh

dl l nS Willa Irom the C lor lJ Rter near

Grand IllnCl10n Thcsl h federal projects

currcntly tm ltc lppflX1m ltdy I 22 llOl1

KfCS m CSIl m lorado

Th spm lll lnll I the Ce radl

Rlwr h1rJ t Pre ICC n H illnmStlfl

hdp th Cllh rado Rta upper ham

slltrs C nrad l W kXlLl l l lh md

20 CCLOOC F ouo o 0 w EOUCT 0
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Ylmlln m CI th IT Ll IM3d 1 R1WT

Compal Jkr JdJ r r 4um rnlnt h

the lower ba m IJtl Anma LlhkrnIJ

and eJdal II jlt TaleS In n nnn lllJnwnh

l JJ Dam In cw ln1Co tjtn Linn

lam In LlJh h ntlndk Dllll In y min

Illd Flammg IlTgl1am In L uh

In Jddullln ll re1ama 1ll1l rc rH lr

m my otha r rnllrs llWIltd hy I lrma

HieS MHJ businesseXI t thr ughllul th

stall lhni M Jppr lm ndy 2 l1l 11 rt

ITIII L I TJJll with om 1 1 st rJ

CJp klly l r s me tI 11lllh Jn J n l l l

llef ThtY are th hill kh me ithe t U s

wlter supply mlrJ lrullUrt md Illlt lhcr

llh t1l1wlIlg trt HTb llhll utc J alu

abk llshlng JnJ halln rl unl In the

21102 dwughl p JT CC I HII e KulI d

n lrl6 Illllli ll 1 T k1 1 Jllr tWill

the rlt r llll 10 kn p lap J tHl Irng l

11ll1l dnches tlll mg

Water Quality Control

Commission and Divi inn

rh C ll TlJI lta Qll llny l 111fl1

L ommb ll n b till g wrnnwlltJl h n y

r sp lhlhk loT dlHl pltlg I ll WJll T

qu llllY p It xs
m rq ublllm1 1 Ihe

surliln Jnd fwundw l lrs l 1 Ilw 1 lll rhl

CI11l1mllln daslhes 111 l f Ctll lr l

lrl lms
1Il L1kes j T lklgn lll ll

mdudmg H1U Uk hk Jrmkltl Her

lgncullllre md rer ltwn I hen lh

mlllll m ldllPlS numn m nJTT IIl

tJnJaTds mJ l lhl r regulau ms III pWh

Ih S U 5 t e CIIIOl ulJ HIl J

111 QUIl il P Cdhlll

Ltl lt d In Ihl L l Lll DepJ0I1lt nl j

fuhlk tk lhh md fnlTllllment thl al t

tlJll Y CllnLwl Dl blllll b I sponslhk
fm Imrlt mntlll lhe sl H Iler Ijual

II SI lIUlS and Ih C mmlS I ruks

I d IhlS ll Dlns1 l1l ls uept lmlts

10T dlsharges f Jll llUI ltlb mill reams

enlt6 lh lt kJ rtllY bsUJ pcmm l ll

Plt t d Co rld WJ tlr qUlIl 1IU3kS

prup lb I T IllIr pJl1ded lJSI w ltT

tTC llmcnt pbnl md IJmlllbhb I I1l1l1

pomt So urn p l1ull m lllml pro r lm

Thl L EnnTlnmCnl 11 PT lnlllIl

gt nn FP musl 1pphlt Ih
Lummbsl m Jta Ijl lltl b Slhl 1

tl lIlS and S1 md lTd In tdJlll 11l th lP

has Ih luthomy t lep In anJ t tlbr
l lle t unl pamlh II lh 1 1 1 1ll dlt

n t d l

Th C ltl1lllb l m has Ihl JUtht f

1t l l pr s nbmJ llr lrl WJIl f ljual
1t t l111bnb hut II I prllhlhllnl hy SUI

sllIutl tTll1l1 r ljt11nn llhlr llll f1 I

dilule p IlUll lIl In lddullltl 11l llh r th

L rntl11s I n n ll lh nlISl n In ltk

rq ulllllTY ldlln lh ll ImpJlr th Xl relS

1 lI r n hl ThiS p1 ln 1 premlulll n

tre ltmt n t hm4u th u umtnll r 1Ilu

u n 1t a l llr Ihat thsurll WJtrr

md iwund lla m Lt lt r ld wdllx SUlI

lhlj lr lx ndlo ll uss unJa Ihl wlla

nlhls sysll m

hlk lh t mmbl ln h b lhl

ltltlwnty lWf Wllef 4U lltty bSU 5 thl

lIT u1urb wllh lOput IrL m the St ll

En lIller Ihlhan lulhlnty 1 lhl

4U lhty Ilf th ft pla nwnl 1 ata uxJ m

ex h mges md 1U mcntJth n plms 1

Ex h m s r I i 1Ild u mntJll n Plms

rInl In thb WlY thSI lte S W ltl r 411 m

llt mJ uta 4tlJhty l l s mtcrld wllh

ne In lhn

y u WIll lInJ tht h SIl l r

the 1 k f ldo 11 1 QUJhty Llntn l

mlmlI 1l 1 w drh1 llt us

plwlld 4ll h 1ll bp

C T 5 Gu DE TO Co o oo W TE L



Interstate and Federal Law

Interstate Compacts
Equitable Apportionment
Decrees and Treaties

COlllT ido mtl 1 It lIhm Its wolin

Jflstra1nts Thl flTst llld m SI basIc lln

Slrllnl lO WIt T use wuhm tho talt IS th
mlllunt llf r lInLtl mu slllwtalllh 1l cur

each YClL

lh nd l lslratnl IS le ll

Cl lllrIJll l bll all n III ddlT Llter tll

down lrlarn stall S un ll r lnllTsl Jt w ncr

ulmpJdS and L ntlCd laltS ura Ill

C Ur 4uILlbl J ppMl mmtm d de s

InlcrnJIl 1n ll tn all wllh 11 1 0 1 S

lfk t l ol Tads lIef u

Th unbndkJ thillly 1 st lles W

allocate mJ gpvcm will r Ul

wnom thtIT lal S tuh d Irly
In the th cnluT In lUG

Ih urrlme L un In 1 m h

11 held Ih ll 111 sl1t6

shJnn J tre lm I m wac

ntllkd t an eqllltlblc h lTe r

naw lla

l nder 4UllJhk Jpp ml lIl

m n Ihe l uprenlo C un

hJ auth lnt tl ll1 IClt 1 lIt

sh3re of n CT WJICT lwm time

t 1 Ilm b l d m m hl t lIt

nnJ If J I l e filc JlrC th WIth

Ih hl h lun

Th mr ld LItLx ll Ihe

CmtcJ I lllS L llltlltltl n JII l

Inte tate Compacb Treaties and Decrees

CoIorWo Rl trCompact 1922

laPlauRl trCompact 1922

South Plant RIVer Compact 1923

RIo Grande R er Compact 1938

RrpubhC3fl River Compact 19i2

Ark1nsas RlVrr Compact 1948

Upper Cdorado Rivtr Compact 1948

Amcndtd Cosulb Compact 1963

ArnmasLtPbla ProttCI Compact 196tl

US kxican Waler T1l tly 1906

R l Grandt Colo3do and TiJuana Treat191

lWllTllllg v CoWraJo

Srorw v mlng

Q1oraJo t kuo

stJt to fix Ihnr lll x mon In ptTpt tuay

by lntrJd llh Cn rc I ml1 Jpprwal

n InlCTlall compJd IS Ixllh 1 IC la 1Od

1 hlw t Iht Lnlled tJles Thb pwm lte

l n lenn planmng and relt lbIILIand

dll Ill h1 the rush III dect p waler IS

lltll I Toslbk

Du III rl J 1 m a ur I the dflns If

dph CJrprmeT l t1 Il J Wdd County
h mclcada Lolorad emlTed lfllO nlfll

lflter tlt waler omp l b JS J ltern ltlt

III coun lpl lnl lflmet11 C l rad water

usI l1l1 lH lIed by lhrle U s Supreml

Lllun cyullahk lpp mll1nmlnt dccre6

1kt1U II mlast lle and intematlonal

r1qUlrements md because ClllllTado h 1S

nlyet fully developed all ofus waler 111

allon C l lr ldo p I S I large ItllOtll11

I wJler OUl of l lle In an aCTage year

Col Had cn r lt6 lprroxlfllately In Iml

It n l re kel tlll ln I renewahk waler

hh h Ill 111 streams J nd well hydr
l lghally c nmdcd ltnbut lry 10 stTcam

Alter l l unlmg ror Ill th water n n

sUflled k r bnef1Cl ll u th Slates nwrs

dd1CT UI of lt J n lOl1uJl J erJge 11 8

m 11 II Iht I adhSid I th C fllln ntJ

nl1dc mJ mat 1 Ihe Atlanlll Id

Thuup W tw Ihlrds of C r lll sur

la waler IS 1blig ucJ III dllwrblream

stallS lnd leXI O

Dtllu hl c m gre ltlalter the 3m mnl

J ter C l rad pwJuc lor m stJte

md lul ol st lIl ll For e ampk 1ll

the dr u hl l lr 002 n uura n lWS

m Lll lTJJo Tl eb lTl loser 10

m ll mp m J I l Ih 16 mar Jcrap e

Appwlmatdy 1l1 1 III r rnllr storage

was ucd up m l2 Il1 lIrp1cment Ihec

Il1l 3ger n uural treaml1 ws

Fm I Summ lToj tht c lmpads eqUl
t lhlJ ppmlOnment d cr 6 md lTC llles
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Colorado RiHr Compact of 1922

Th CobraJ Rmr Comp lct llf 14 2

dlndls Ih Jler ll th C I r ld Rl Cr

hetween hal J IT kn lwn IS lh upper 1OJ
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l cr basin talt Tn1 WT b l 1n t l

an mpnsd ol n mil LJhlomla and

Jda and thl C panI k 110

and t t41h 1H 1Il LCI Far n n 1 Tn

upper bbm tJtl mduJc Colorad l

klnJ l I ln Jnd Wllmmg Jnd that rJrt
ot n l n l aho Lxhrr

rhlll mp ld al x cS
7 mtllwll

ltflke l Ij Jlll 1 1 msumpll l Ujl

l crag d wr t running ll1 ycar pen d

for th u l r ItH 1JO R1WT Bastn Thl

rtm lmdo r IS 1 1 U by th UPI11 hl tn

st41tcs Lake P wel located Immedlald

upslre llll III L Try b mana l d t

dehn r Sl mt i 5 mai Jnnu llly tll the

II wer b blTl tall S plus 7 OO l ltrc lcet

I lr lnicm tro y lhhc llllms

Arkansas River Compact of 1948

Thln mpld Jpp f llm Ihl watns ll thl

Arlwn b RtWT hct l Cll c ITld l N pr

ntl IllJ Kltb lhl p rullt h Nd Ill Ih

mfl Illlohn IJrtln RI il r l 11 dllnn Ihe

wtntn llTJge 1 iln trlt mhcr I t l lm h

ThIS atcr m Sh r l t l m I nka d II

Ihe dllTLmJ of cltha IJtt Ihl r ril I

l I rJd md tUhb h 1 C ll n n

III hU atL n hdl l th t uph mc

Ct urt l cr rkmsb RI t 1 lll r lIk lh

arly 1 nllt lh xnlutIn ll lli the L

upTlnw Cllurt klund lh lt CllluLldll h IJ

Jrplcll J thl flpw 1 thr rlwn l RI lT Il

lh sl lle lmc III ll bllln ll lhl l mpl t

Im Ulon woll5 llblJlkd Itter XlrUlIllll

III the lomplll tuxd theJl pkll rl

Thl stallS Jre Tlll IJtl llln tht nillur

Jnd l tln III th 1n UT ill ITlsJ mJ

Cl l r llh mt lh J I r p lymm hd lT

J L S Supron1l l Un p lIJl 1il ler In

rcspt rl tLl m NJrr 1 thc pcl1al listt t

thl Ct1lorJd l t U Fn llltt hl dwklpcd
well aJmllltStrllIl1n mk 10 bnng C ll r llJo

mil l mpltann wnh th mpJd xtl

btJ IOltl o4 JltC R In ll 1 lhl

Cllklradl Lmr ll mbl athrmd thl

St lll EnglTlltr aUlhllnt I ld pI mJ

nll I e thArk mls Bhll1 TlIk

Interstate and Federal Law

Upper Colorado River Basin Compact of 1948

This compact distributes the consumpti e use of Colorado RIver v3ter

among the upper basm states SuhJtct to interpretation of the comp1cts and

mher laws lt well as the amount of water available in Ihe t1er Colorados on

sumpu e use right5 for Colorado Ri er water can af

The follO1ngcalculauon IS a way ofviewmg how the IO year running aver

age 75 million acre feet deh eT reqUIrement to the lower basin mIght IrJnslatc

mlo water avaIlable for consumptive use by the upper basin states in an average

waleryear

Acre reel per y ar Provi ions

b 1 Total average annual water producnon in the Upper
Coklrado River Baslll

I lilt Or theamount to be dehyered to the Lower BasIO under the
litiS

current IO car runnmg a erage

I Iinlls MexlC1ln Treaty obligaulms a disputed pomt

l
For pomon of Anzcona al1e upperl1ll Wr basin dlldmg

11111

pamt abo e Lee FerT

6 OO OOO Total Annual A lrage Available to Upper nain

tong ltrm alragt IR 2003 Ufpt r Colo RlVl r Commn 551h Annual Rpt 20tH

Ithm the Upper Bain the Colorado River IS allocated accordmg 10 the

follovlng percentages

Colorado 51 75 Utah n Wyoming14 New 1exicoII 25

For water planmng purptlStS tho Colorado Waler ConservJtlon Board

assumeS that there IS up to 400 CIOO JJdlUona1 acre feet of Colorado RIver I aler

remumng for consumpll e 1lSe that Colorado can develop under the 1922 and

1948 Colorado River compacts
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Interstate and Federal Law

Federal Reserved Water Rights
In ll17 11ll uprClllt Cllun In lnln

t nllll lilli uellrmmcd lhill thr lah

Cluld nl Jepnc ltlC makHs III the

water r l vell Illr tnm hy 111lphollhm

when C m r lTcal U tnh 11 rC r alllln

Thh w nlrl I J tIll lIKtp 1I1 kua l

Tt T ru W ll f n hb rC ltld expr ss y llT

hy Unphl lllun

Implito Inkral Rl l d n hb rlll T III

w lh r thu W Lo urupplllpnall rJ 1m llll d k

the TeSCT 3Ih ll WJS n lIed In the mllllll1Um

ltn lunt mlSiJI It Khll W the pnmary

rurpo j th r sen all IO The pmnty

d llC f thIS type 01 r cd Winer n hl IS

the lbw the r ltl n was created

Suhx4uently the l S SupTm Coun

Jnd molls st lle supreme nmru haw

upheld lmphl d kdtral rcscrwu nghts for

numcrllu nall 1OJ pnks m nUments

md lthd kdiral re rVlIl 1ns reatid

lhr u h Il I C m res

h deral reserved water n hb nuy alS0

Ix tTtatl cl expres ly for example hy the

lId md X nl R1TrS ACl

I result o thIS lqd preted nt md

wallawestern mcern tboU exc1us1e

federal ontwl l er mbl md federal

WJter d llntS Congress LJ Plcd thc Qj2

kUrran Amendment ThIS amendment

permuted tJte C1un III 1dJudicate federal

md mha water dums These mcluded

xpres Jlld lmpht d kderal reserved water

n hts Jlld fo Jdal claims tll state law

hal d water n hb mce thlll C IOr ld l

ha IJJudKatl J f dt ra and mhal re fTJ

n hts d llllls lnd the 5t tl Idmlnlsters

them III pn nty t t ng wnh statt b btJ

Ita n hts

f r xJmpk Rlx ky I mntJ n Nall l11JI

P lrk md the LKhl W I udre Wild Jnd

TnK Rly r h l e LL ofadll waler Cllun

dCLrt 6 lor lnkral ITscrn d water nghts
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n ollald dl lr enterd In Coll rado

wallr Cun for the RIO Grande BJsm

rClll mzs L S hrl st n l e nghb Thc

S ulhem LlC and LIC I untun UIC Tnbes

ukd thclT icdnal n stf cd WJlt T nghls
cLurns In nmrn 1T he Amma I1 PlaIa

Projld whICh IS n W undn lllnslnlLll n

hy Iho L Burl1U III Rod lmal1ln

Currently 1 prclI dmg tll d tlnmnc

thl amlltmt 01 tht Tt c n d water nfh IN

tht BLK k Gn n Ilf the C unmlm lltlln ll

Iark l rendmg III rl 1nal waIn lllUn

Environmental Protection

Th 19lh ll nlUrpw dl dllpment
pltnes tlf lhl st lle mL ftdaal owrn

mCnls had onSl quences lttk Ihn Ihe

h IU y lnd nalural r sourcs III CI lllrado

musI h cmd mxhaustlhk and lh
nCt d III ISIhem Stl prssmg

By th ell SC 1 1 lho 191h emury
n lll m lI 11ld S ak a cndas h iUl III shdl

from uml1l11guld liSt III nalural rl s urces

1 pTllgresl ll nSlr ath ll AS I nsuh

rr ld nt Tnldy ROx dt md hl1m

eSler tftl rd PIIl hlll rushl III pWlec

th 11TS d lands rl m lmpad Clll d

hy Unlllt1lnllloJ Ilmha hJrwsttng hl l1t

slt admg and 1 lht T u s 111Te than lI

milhlm Krcs f nalllm ll fllT1 lmd X1SS

1I1 ColTiJdn wJay lIld wllhm thaI 1ll lTly
1 IllI11h lla TI III dSl n ltd wlldlme

LTcal1l l1 ll Ih n m lla I r b 11ll

nally cau d alarm 1I1 Cnlr ld OCClU

many reCT llrs 1Ild dllChs c Slld

wlIhlll Ihfl rest duw Inl lrlta 11S

thai alll wed l lltrlIl t I n pubtc lIld

flT wlter Jlwr 111n 1 r l l 1IlJ ddiwry
systems Prsldl l1t R lo lscch llWlIl t d

bm1l rs ill Ulles lhal fl I 1 pn tl llr n

WJS Implll1 mt It walT pwJuCIlIl

TI alll la I1cern Ih lt T ll1l n III

Iht fl r l rC T es would t bstmd Int

Im In lI md JC dllrmm i wala

r s uls on the 1l llIollal llrcts Ih 1lJ

forsl OT am d cllma1l1cd a pTlnsl lIl

rTST1I1 fedeT lllaw md 1 Tt 1 rules mJ

lls l ln Ih ll Ial I lla la w uld

Interstate and Federal Law

By rile close oj the 19t11 CCltlIUY national and stale

agcnda i began to shiJt Jrom unmitigated Ilse oj lCllural

resouru i to progressive conservatioll As a resull morc

thall 14 million Jcrcs oj national Jon sl land xists in

Colorculo loday
l1t1l1I1C III apply W WJ IlT n hb In Ihe

11 1II1ln11 tl Te t

By Ihmid ItlN1s IOl lr5 Ilf Lnttod

Iato poht Y 1J YlOn W Ulr dw pm m

a bo nmtng 1 1 shih 10 mclude enn

n nm lllal PWltdll n and pTerVJllOn

11 5 suh a Ih lldernl s s d al lnal

Enlnmml m ll I h y kl ck 1Il J I

1 EnJ mgcrcd p lle cl 1nd f dadl

LmJ rl hcy md Imag mem Cllmp1StJ

r ul llll I nlr llnb m Ih llll lru III n

I 11 W l T prl11d5

Th llws h w r aily txpandcd nn

n partlClp llIl1l 1Il warer d lSlt n maklll

rr t sscs slL l1lfl 111t 1 llIln afk lm

the cn1Tllnmcnt em l fl n lfd wllhl1llt

tht lpp I1Uml Il r lll IlS III Ilmmm

In turn thlhas pushd lor ld d I

Slll1 mJcr III xamlllallCm U1e II
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Interstate and Federal Law

op
h

o1 I

ph poscd w ltr rrlllt l l

l mpli mn wllh the EndJngal J

p c l All b llnp nalll to C br 1Jo

ahlht tl U thl Ita iH llkJ In lb

Intertaln mp llb In Illl l ltm lIh

further J wk pnllnt of thClr Cll rld

R l a C mp ld t n111Ill1lnt t T oml1

the uppn h1 ln l lll C l lT lJ CW

k 1 l 3h Jnd l mm p lrtKljlJI

In 1 prll r l n c l1kJ tho L ppa l I T ld

RllrEndangncd h b RCnWlf rwgraOl
Th T l ry rr rJm I 1 I lmt d

ruh the l Fl h mJ IIJhk St rI O

lOci 1111 leder d st lle lla u r Jnd

cnVlT mm n a rg ln1 JllllnS IL rtnl t r

cndang n d COINad RIver nallv1I5oh

lIldudma the plkcmmn humrh iIk

chub h YlLl chuh md raLlrh kk sUL kn

PanL lp llllm 111 1 s urrr h ISIll slate un

u r W qu lhly h r federal pornlllS and

olher arrmwals O Jd ll UlIlStnli W ller

t lhulS 1m lpply I r llW wJh r usts

F d fa Iaw lIld fq ul ltlLns add

muth mplc ty Il c l H1J b lblllty
OWI lh ller o l ds hlf o amp c c

ll 1l H 4
OilhCll an alef ACI rlqUlrl S

I l m1 C rps I En m rs permit Ll

pla e drdp d f nit m ltn ll Into WJld

f Ih lnlltd LilL which meludcs n

a 1l1J Wlland nw mlans Ihl tnu

Illy t1 Jam f qum Itkra lppnw 11 The

l rr erLlS S n w IUlhllnty o er

Ih plrTnlls In Ihe I l the L S r

wt d thl rknt f lllf B lrd s JpptC 1

lun f r thTw ft rb Dam which h ld

1Itr IlIJ Ub I Ulllal flrNUt n IhWll h

lIl l lr Il1

ljnlll1br1 mlfllwfsm hat bctn

C I whathe l fnfest a1ce h15

r LjUlrJ hY r b t1l S b a c muIIloll f f

I SUIr1 If f n 1n plml1l n hl I ay

t ron I ortSI dl r l ms mJ r n r5

h p IS fl w I Ill ilmount l Wln

feqlllf d to fl w p lS 1 J lnl ur dln

h n t suppon J wn lr Il11 1 re L w llr

nn b Il h as wlldhte hahll l1 l r reer

Iil n l PP lll n1 1 h pa h Jr Ul

Ihn 111l 1ly md 1Il lrpf rn lld mlrudl

ml C I r
Il

s le ll aUlh nlY 10 alkxJl1

lnJ nUIi I wun u uppnf 1Il1 1

they If I n L l fy Cl 1 j lr rrol nn

w nr Jcp nd nl rtStlurn Ii th nal10Tul

l re ts I l n 11ll t Xl tll1 dl lreed 1 r

fights hlJ hy pmalr ilia u r uh ll

r rl 1 d lm md dll r 1 n

In the 1Jt lIl trelm t1 1 bw lhe

L f IU Lener ll scmbly has ur t d

lhe l lor1 enI mJ l lner kd

ail 1 I ndl I wrk wllh tnC lk rild

IllT L n rJll n l lfJ lll Illstrlm

11 nll b
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Colorado s Water Future

EftIUl l1 wlter Jlcr llln Jnu hlr1 t h ndld il U l

WUIll lll 1 rl o nll1 n ell all lx ndilll U Ih 1t

C lf lU ln value tlll h IH 11w lYhcn lunJlm nlal

pr Cph f l k T lU wlla la Ih eTJ thO lT fuller

lmpltmcnl ltLlllb UplO u

L nrJd u r n umpUllll f a he Ih limn

t 1 dlt ll1ll ntundn m flalt umr llb mu trm

mll OS C wolin m m lg lI1l n will h l1l11 cn ml h ml

l ll I1r lll mJtm n d lb ll will Inn ln Xlmm l

lion 1 all plIl lb l llStIY llll n wIll h InlhS n lhk

lnc nllhly b Kh l ncr llllll mukant th lllJ

mo tlw Jlcr wI l mSlnld lb In the W IY llf mmullllY

rh 1I H Tnh IlTnl remindu llw In hiS pnfuunJ

P llL Tlm 1 tllllntllnS

I IIln 1 Il my fuhl r led mr tl

Thr d lrk lmpllunJrd rdal l Ihls my n

I h ll nmluird lhl nx ks and Wll r with

ly hitnllt nl l undcar1y Illr I knl

h 1t will b har whl n lnl hac Illl mllfl

from Tlwmtl 1f 1l1J FOld 11 1 lh 1IIf1ilull

hl edited by Robert Bawn SIphen lcllllard and

Thomas Noel



Chronology

rhlhrOlh11 P l l nllh ml hlh n

t ul wn s IlJt J II ml C I u I 1 IItll l

inJ I n 11 lIl nd J t blllmr hollt

1

I

JHllJ Cmttd 1l L m lhtht LOUl l ma

PurduIJdtn the Il mlllrof lhe

t lppl rkansts md tbJun R r

ucheth hllhl Glllment ll DI lJ

HHH ThLmlld tat md kX1W 1 11

th frcllY 11 Gu da upc Hld llgll
kXK l cdcIII the L tn emIT

l1J tq of the ClIlllncntJI DI ld Ill

th uy Lt Clhf mlJ

lU2 HI pJnll cttlrrs In LlllJr ldll

an Lll1 alt y lO lrud the PCI pks
lIh llll Id s prll T lpprllprUtl m

w lh T nght lSung In C llllradll Illd 1Y

I Hh I C m rcs tabh hcd l lfaU

Ilrntl t UI the KUl b ehr 5b

kxC ltHil lJh TfnlOnl

1861 Th hf t Iql l UIl 111n m the

I I fau l rrlhfY tnad t lUIC

r n1ln th nhl I lrn alr tl

wllhdr I 1 lta Ir m Ih trrJm

I Sei2 C 11 rr 5 IU Pb thlI h m lrad

d alllwm ulertll XCUPy puhlic
bnd md hl tln bnd I wnahlp If they
hw m IOU lmpr lhl lanu fM hll

1 lr d tt r reduIl d II 1 1 Yf H5

IH6 l lm ress lll b till hnmL d

all wlllL krn rlt Jnd I UI S h 1el PI

their wn Iler 11 0 whl h wIll 115 1

lpph tpubhc land

1872 Ternwn 11 lrfmc L lIrl 1

Lol 1f 1UO cleol YlJ l1ln kh ll

hllldlll lhal CI 111Lld 1 W l T Jw lnxS

fwm nlll I Y In 111 md dimll mJ

m udls Ih nhl W CW 5 puhhc md

pn lle I mdotl hUlld WJt r d f51Iln

Jnd n1n anl lrul1rl

187 I r ldl 1JI pt It Cl nst1lUtll n

and IS admalld to Ihe l nwn Th

Cl n IIIUlllm pr wh k thai thl n HU

ral l ua Ihe trlam Ir 1 pubhl
fl UTeldeJIGII J II the Ibl l j the

IX plc 1llJ Ih n hl ll apprl pn lte

unJppwpn lI d 1 lleT l r bl nlllLlal

115 h lll n wr he u med

187t G11 rad l tln il mbly ad pL

thl Iatl llbt IdlUdH ltwn and admlll

Isnalllln Sl Hute which pnndes f r

l Un dl rl 1f water nght w estJb

hsh rnl my dales r Irn atll n uSs It

11 c t 1bh hld latl r ommISSI lner

W lll Ke Ihe pnl rlly SY51l1ll Th

dlUlhC Illl1n d was rl ad ptl d nlh

l hm Sl1l lflfll

18112 LIlIM 1d llprllnl 11tm III Cl tm

l p HurlJ Dadl hl lds lh 1I Coll raJ

1 1 rl l m pn r appnlpn l l m

l1er nghl Jnd nllt npJnan waler

n hb The l lurl a h1111 that Ihe

I lT ldt msIltUIl n permits dl cr

1 11 I llnappwl nJICd waler from

Ime W llerhl d ror hcnehcul U III

Ill her w uCThlJ

IHIJJ L l r ld uprlnll Imn 1e Jd

Uhf I 0 lJf C ll rudll Spnnp
h ldtnthat Ull S may huy Ind trans

kr 1g
nn lllTl1 Wlla n hb l mllnlO

1 11 u l lll I HlJUt IO plher W l Cr

n hls thllS Ill xeur

110197 C n rcs ldl pt l1umal h l

1tlJll 1I ThiS rWhlblled lurther

hl ml I ad1ll md ale i llreI d

wu r h d Thl l upreml c urt

in nll l Il1Il k i l has hdd

Ih lIthll md l lher fl rl l qatutes do nOI

reJt l1blTcam n n hb h r ilh Jnd

rcrre Il n lthm the nlllllnal resb

IS97 C I r 1d ncr 11 hstmb

ad llrl slatut I r e h m es 1f

III r n hls

StJ9 L I r1JI lrlllr11 cmbly lU II

hr1 laUlc r han l I j W lIct nght

IJ l2 L n n Id rls Ihe Rl dlmatllm

1 pwndinibkral flll mung lor e m

5tN1I 1ll md pennon W llcr dl cr

11m swrJmd dchvct pn l Lll 10

b I llm lIllm 1Il th wC lcm t lIl
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90J c lofado l nerl slrnhly
eXlend Ihe sv lem III l IJLln dr f l 01

wlh r n hl I 111 lIencll ll u nlll

JU I Irngllll ll

IJ07 Lmhd 1 llC upfeme l Un 10

Kan i Clll lIuJ I lhhshc Ihe bv

01 lOler l llc eqllllJhk lpp T1 nmlnl

hlatesh lnl1 I nnr S ll m He enll

Ikd l 1 Il r 11Ioc ltWIl Illf thelT tl

1907 LmleJ IJtc llpn nll un In

mla nll J 1Ili r t lohsoclhe

Imphtd kJel11 ft TWJ Jt r nghb
dC l Ullh hrsl made lpphllhll Il

all T AnWfl lll Inbal rl Sn 1101l

IlJJ C II rJJI llprenll C 1un dCl IJcs

JIlI I 11 k Rum l hl ldlng Ihal

return hll and CCp lgl lrllm

JltrSII n lIt nJII C w llcr hclongI

thai Slfelm ysllm C W lltr n hh

l m h lr llld lflllll Ihb wal r bUI

nly ll Ihe tent that l1hlf nlo hl

wtlltll 1 be Injured

1922 C l r JJunle Inll l lpr IJ Rivef

CI mplll lOd Ll PLll R1Wf Lnmpkl

1122 l nJled 111 upr tlw C un In

lmlln y col nhl lllTIn CL k r IJll

llc 1 1 LUJmll River

J23 LIlII faJ llln Illl l lllh Pl lll

Rl et Cllmp ld

1938 Lmtd 1 ll S uprtml uun m

Ifln Jeri I LI f1 ul Cnon c d

011 1 CI h IJ thJI mllt I lle W3ttt

mp Kb lOll 4UIl lhll IPP rll lll

ffi nt dean lpply h1 Ihc waIn n hb

etabh h d by the l m1n s mJ I ll

bd f th l 1 mp ILt lOd 4Ull lhlc

lpP m l mm del f Wfl Jd pteJ

19JH C raJ emh lnh RII ir lmk

RI l fl llmp lI1

41 C I ltJJ nlas ml Repubhl m

RITt C mr ld

PHS COkH 1J ntas mh l ppr

Color ld Rl r C mph l and rkllSl

Rlwr L mr Kt

1951 LIllllraJ l Suptrm Cl lltl dlld

l unk r ln lm l h ldm

that ill wumhalcr 1ll C l fld 10

presumed to he mbutJry 10 I urlalc

Itam IlO I subWl 1 tJ Ih pn 1f

rpmpn ltll l1 l m unlesIhl

rl llndwJtrr 1 pl llcd III hr l1llnlnhu

1 1f ky d lt mJ llllllnung c h knc

1952 L n r JJI pb th kl1rr lll

ll1 nJmclI aUI lmg tbe t lles II dta

me the n l nll prlonty mo 4u mtJI

ot kJaal md lnhil W lIet n hts dalnb

Iht l bJn nuy b bSCd n Ll 11

r kJcrlllaw Ilr hulh

956 L flgr ldl Pb C II tJdo Rlwr

Swr lge PmJctt d Illlhllfl mg Cl n

LmY In Fbl1l1ng l f e CUCfCLmll

pmJlI lOd a 11o d lms In

Ihe l ptf Bblll ll m 1 tlll 1j22

e lIlll delivery re411lrel11l l IS II tlll

l l r Hasm

4hJ L l fJd ntlf mil mendd

Lllull l Cffk COlllpa

J Jh4 l mled 11 uprll1l l llun III

1 1 I Culi nI dctnlllnes Ihe

C l r ldll Rlwr l Il11P Kt llkx ilhlll

I n lll LlllIl mlJ md CaJ 1

l d lltill ul kr Lll1 on Pfill XI

d C un alS ktlfmtnl thaI th

kdfal n XTl d lle n hl d mnl

l appll lhlc II Ihrr cdel fl oI f

I lb 111 lddllll l II Inb n l all n

EXLl n l pnl my md 1l1lIUm 1 Ihe

lief fe l J Jqll nd 11 the mll lI mJ

I flhn 1 C n n lllnallc bll l

IlJti5 C l lrIJ Inncrll x ml1 adpl

the l n undwltl f l lI11 l l1llm d

1 C h r IJo cm r ltl 1111l1 1 LI

Chronology

C 1 ZC 1 Gu OC 10 Coo oo WTC L 29

rbl l PWjdl lTIp d

968 C t1pl S ldl pI L lor ld

Rl rf II r I PfI1J Ad Illlhl nm

h lnlf ll n I na Prl ll lnd th

Amm b Li rl1t 1 Pr I ll



Chronology
96H c l lr3 hl Upr llU L urt d l1dl

Fdlh IlI Irk r qumn the SI ll

EnglnclfIII td lpt mhUUTY gr 1undwk

ti rrcgubtllm

1969 COI lT ld l Cll r ll cmhly
IJ lpls n r RlI hbfIImull ll1llll md

Admmbltalhll1 1 Ilth n n Ita

dllsi ln 1I1 h 1I1 mdl dt bl 1l cn

1l T mJ w r UIl III I h Jl lSlln

1969 CllngrC ldoptthe llm ll

Ennrllnnll1l111 r h d fT

1972 krad UprC1k L lUn d Lld

elll 111 L wIlV i l 0 1 Ful l

Ini l II11 Ollth c h ldmg lh l lkt

lmp ntd fWllIllnC nn f hsm III lIw1h

tT Jl1 tulh lfl umnl h f Use mJ

SU SSln U Ll otmnWI1

1972 Clmgr 11
PI lta P lILllll ll

l lIllr 1 I tn ndml nt

1l7J Lpl lr HI l I n1TI1 emhl

ld p Ih 1fl lrclm 11 11ld lak

kn l bw 111 lll Ihc I r Ill11 IIr

Ci s n lIl n Bl lrd h Ihum Ill

wlta ri dll ulhl nl I pr n Ih

n lural nnT lllmm t 1 I HI nhk

Jtrf

1ol7J Cllll Tl S IJpl llJ IIl rtd

pLl S U

970 L nlltd t Il upTl mt Lun

knJts I JJ RIII DL1 l lIuJ

511 1 1 bll rt I m ln thl

tlth nl 11 Ih Lll r ld utr n un

1 r th 111 m n tl r n It1n

W I l T n hl Ii Ih uthan Lt md

Llc 1 llnl l1n L I lnhs

1976 LIl rl ld IS Ih fl d T 11

Lllld r h
md Lm lt mnl ct

1977 l ntT IJ IL l k m 1 T 1

1979 l r ld llpr m l nlrt

JCddi s p I fmlll n Iw Jm Ih lt

C I raJ dc n 1 1 Il thl pllhll
Inhl J xtnnmJ Ihl srom h J

bd IhtIJI lmll bnd ItT

J 979 L I r lJll uprmtCoun rulIn

c da Rllt H I n hUll rl Dr

L l I 1 U G mr II11l1 1 1 thn

Ihl Ilt lIbln Jrn I1llw pr grun IS m l

lUKl n lltlltllnJ unJa Ih 1 11l nSl

tl lllnS pn1T 1ppmpn Ill lO pfl nl lll

J 9NO C l lrad UrTl m l un III

ltll I R lh R l hl IJs Ih lt th

hlSh ri h ntllLlJl U I 1 lIa n hl

l all It h Il1 10 J ddkrl nt P lllt

1 dl t f I I1 rLKIr Iyp11 u

lolNJ l r I tlprrnl L lun In

e i I I I SOWhtiltlTl L tr

e lIlrhilll 1 L l h I1J th11 Ih pnIT

Jrrn pnJll n d lo tnnt Ipph s Illy t

urbn wua Ild tnnlll l1 nlundw uT

lh L l m r 11 As mhly m l U IJl hl

1 11 ltl lluntnhtll lTI r unJWlIl T

ql1 l ll T ldu uprllll L un Jrl1 ks

III Th l m I 11 0 on U llIl tl

1 1 lI1g th uhJIly I wlll r n hl l lT

t lllhultmd lllUf li nll r dIWTh Il

lol1 T ld UI T llll L lln d u ks

n l d 1 ll UII mh ll l 11

IIllIl l Rrw ll l n HJ DLi

urh
ldm Ihl I r l t r k bl

m

ldnllntSlr llll1l If w lltI Ir u d1 n

tr lm T r lrtIIllIl lIld hhl1l fill

lol L ml J 1 11l upr nlf llITI

k JJ s fIIl Ii II l J h IJmk
lh 1I l fld l p sl Ulmr ld t1l

pUlllplll 1 Tk ms b RIlr mhullT l

r unJw II f IUJ lllblll Il 11 th

11l4l rkmsb Rlwr C llllXllt

ollJ6 L l lT ld UPTt Ill un u Yhk

Cll el fh 11t 1 RI l l rl m 1l

sl1hh htn 1 mdJru klr lJ r l nul

lur 11 Ulr Iranslers W mUllhlpal u

9oli l
r IJ llprmt un d uJ

rllll Il d l HhH1 ROhh Lid 11 11

I t Jnt lIl thl 1 mdll1O j my

dtl Cl W PP X m 1pphIlIn hkd

III Ila Ollrl m rua I h d Ih

Ipph ml l1 1 tn llnJ lrJ It pr i

l t l r I rt Inlun w IIl r

nghl 1 pnn mU1 h l 1 k any pr

1lItd mtl T 1 in 1 l stI J waleT n hl

r U lldUIl nal d a Thl Iatmd

DI ISl ll1 EIl lI1 rs h l t bW ld slaml

mg t 1ppt lr In wlIn lUn 3 S

llJOj Tllr i1 t mhly JJ lpl

rk Hb l RIl T fkl 1Il pII 1 lld

lImk IllJ Rl r 311 n ll IrH hJ nnl

dl r tn I llutl

2001 C lludo upreml L urt kndl s

B lIJ 11011 C m m lIrll p uf

C IIll I hmlll R m h rl5l lln thl

l lt f llhl tnnt anJ holumg thai

lqUlkb m 11 llSl J l wre Ilcr

under l J lfnJ Ul r nghl T ht ull

Sudl 1 h r I t dllTll thJppr pna

tlr lllUSI lplUrl p
ss mu ll1lwl

lll r mJ 111 1I mil Ih aqUIfer Ihl

lpphLllll t r Ihh kmd tIt dnTl t lllUt

pr lH Ih ll SI r l l p I I l Ilahk

III lh Iqtllkr lIh11I llllll Iha

II r nght

1001 l nral mhly 1U Pts 11

11l WIllt11 T ld
1 IIl f lnStrY ll ln

P lrd ln trrlm 1 PWiram 1 pllr

lha T I l pl U ll IU 1O If l1llT

lllr n hb II nllIr l lh lm 11

dlU n Prc l luly till R Jrd uIJ

1 quHl mslrlllll I1pl n hls nly t

pr wlll1111l11l11t1m trUll 11 Ir bk

l l lle l S lry 1 1 prlSl TI1 Ihnatural

nllr nIl1Cm I I r l lO lhk d n c

2003 tIllT 11 rnhly 1J pIkp
1 11ln l r wn d Iln hankIII Ill

n ltn llll bllfl prl hihlb ne

r sld nll l d n Il1thai n tnl u

I Jnlughl I 1l T lI11 lanJsIp mlh l

n l n tllln I m nts IIT l lIfT

n hl rl ljUlr hn llld31 mlllg lllll
1

1 llIltY h 1l tTJIl krnn l nuhur 11

WllfT p mllllt ntly ul j thu un

t lunll Jr u hl mIT CflX th

n lwrll hslmhh mlh n t Inlarupl

Ihll I llr supply J rt nll l1ls n 1 1l

t nll lld lll Jnd 1 Ill I JleT W

Ih CR l r IllStrltll n
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A Jl ldonmnlf Lo I whl l r p m llj

1 W1I f nghl 0 Intent 1 1 pcnn ln lllh

Jls lllllnu us Pen J t nln U j lr

lell ycaf f ll f buH lole pre tlmptlon
r loandunmlnt lnd tJlnal 110

f1J1nt 1 l 1l1 lu lwly pfesum d tll b

abmdlllled If In apphL llllln Il r lmd

mg L I feamabk Jdlgene IS n Jt m llk

llhm SI l Ir I Ihe e11lfY I Ih

nmJ1tinJl d La IT Ihe m sl ft lent

dlhgenle d tnC 1h IJle En meef

prep HeJ pcrllldl lhJnd mlllcnI ItSI

lla rightIf d chf J ihand m J

Ihn ugh 1 waler nlUf1 pro xcdmg

orIo l lunwln m J uremm 01

ILcr u d j r qual11l 1ng fl StTHllf

1 f I LJp IL1t Jnd hbhlfk lll

umpl1tU Thl I tn mlllum 1

WJIf Ihat WIll Ulwr JI1 Id 1 lmd 11

1 d plll j 111 Ill L or l2 t 111 11

l ll r

Adju iinHiml Tht pr ss I f hulI1mg
1 W ll f c un dnT 1 f 1 undllh 11 11

ll f fight I lmdmg I r I n lhk

Jlligcn111 lhs llutw lIn n ht m

hangt1I1 IU Illent llh n pbll I

h mge II IILa nghl If I nghl 1

wlthdr lw n lntnhlll ll lkf f kllWf

BaSlll gmunJ ltlr lrol l Uls d 11 ol

d Slp1lled nlumh ltll hbll

A1IH11rillliol1 11 1 melll tll I lllfd

p rIPn Lll lhf Il r Ilj thl SLUt It I I

h nllld ll ll purU1n I Ihl Pf t

JUt6 pr fi d b Ia Il UIUlllO

l prllhlblll J rhe 1ppt pn Ul r mll 1

hl t Ib own u If Ih wolta r hlH

I llllfl l1 SCft Iht Llbl nlcrs Ih 1I

the IlLT will hLrwhl lnly pfe l lusly
unappr rn led url l t f lnhlllln

gwundw llo lht L 1n h apl r pn

ltld Tht lprr l ln U lr mut h IW I

pbn t l dl ef1 I rf Ilr llla h 11

lurc p s Jnd L nH llln lter II r

hndl Illlb Aquiftl
uh urbn lla Jnng Cl

1I K 11 slrudllre Jpabltll ll nn Jnd

Iddmg W Ilf tl tre O s pnngs N

t Il

AlIgmoillllitm IkpLlung Ihe ljtuntllY j

Jler dptdtd jr ln Ihtfllm ysllm

L IUS d h m t ult f rn nt dl crSllln

hen idlllJluLcd and pcrJII d III

repl I dt plclh n II Ih r lm Y l m

th lll pm nly dl er l lln1JY unlm

lit Ycn Ihn ugJ1 J Ill h l xen pLli cd

n lh re lm by nI r dln ed nghl

BnuidClI l t lkndlt I ll u I Lh b bls

nwa urlmt hmll ll I w ller nghl

l l T
I b hn adl ddlm tXndl l l

us I ner 1 1 I1wllll appwpnatl ln

IhJ u f Ll nahly dhUt nt Pr I UL

h pUI Ih u I un iLl u lthl LlI I bl

Cull t m md I r ldmlm lr lll m I w ta

nghb In l1m 1 1 w lln shl n ltc lhe

l ITlef t I lnnd Iln ornl 111 mak
I 111 j r 1OIIer Ih l lt r ull 1llhlll

d wn Ifk 1li lm1 umk T Td 1 Il r

11 mtl deLft ed JUllIl r lln nchl I

n L ITY fill Lh l1l ndl ulunnd oj

lhd 1I J s m lf Lallm n llll

Ctllorllllo Rt i t t 5fllflllfS tll CR S

rhe lnnu ll u lllptl l1ll11l I L llllr id

lJUe s md L un ruls puhh hed n

I h L I raJ l t na ll mnh IStl

111 0 the r J h k

ContTlluitlrl hnrl1lt rll for Ho Ri1 hlS

Lq al Pf WLSI n ullJa 2l1l 1 llUh

11ItlWIllt l 1 na l Wllt f nghl l

l llml 1m k epmg Iht watl r lTl ll

t r ll n Sp 1 Il llanJ f fl lll ll

e 111c1L 11 dl eflI t lmllnc

Cfm lllllllli c l j ltl t lll Ih 1I palll l

Il ntly lIhdt Ll f trom lb UfLe

II Ih lln hlnr I llbhk b uu

11 h l e JfXlr llld h n If lIbpm d n

rLmllnL lllr lled mh pf x1u b f

wp llSllmcJ b lpk L r h e

hL k lr cl hel I r nllwcd Ir l Iht

lI11mldl lll lln t1l 1fI nmtnl

Glossary

CulJic ffl l PI I collli fs IcJsur mcnt

1 fi 1 rail III walr In runmng slream

r 1 lkt 11 as dlrt JI ersl n Iwm Ih

ln 11l1 ller nllwm aL 1 ds 111

dlhwr 1 ll1tlJlS pn mmUIC Of

MK lltXl g dl ln plT d l

Dc nt r Ba in GrolllllhHlIn l rlundw lcr

I thl OJWSln fkn cr f ll ah Jnt

Llrml l hl Ihll 14u1ir lllterlym
Ih h 111 R mge afea wm l loradtl

pnn1 1 l rldt rhLS 1 LIef IS 111

II d III tht 11l rlYlllg Lmd wnt r hy
1 lUll ldnlllll tcred hy rules llf Ih
1 11 E ngll1ttr lI lTl pumpmg al I

flt 1 llt lX rnll1 p r ytIf assummg

I hundred ycar lil 01 Ihe Iljuilcr and

rcqlllrlng tlnllllh pump d walef LIl

bt pul h ILk mt llbt Lft lm sYlfm

Dt signdft d GnlUrlcl lIla l r undwaln

If l flll hJI knl III a tl1llnu luly
11 wlng ll lturll trr 1111 whl r gwund
w na h l b

ell Ih pnnclpJl wolter

supph II f ll 11 lsl fliln n YI lrs pflUtI

tnf lhe d I n ll1n I the gr lH1d urf

ha m lIghl d lgnalnl gfLlundwaln
b l tn Xh n l lll f ld s ealem hIgh
pLlln l 5 01 diSlpUI d groundwl r

r 4llf 1 X mm Jr m Ih C l radll

l r llllldw llr l mll1lS I n

Dnr1otd tit ImpmUd illa lter

hfIU hl mil I n am y lrm Iwm

m lher unl 1nnedd IUrl t or

t

amplIT lnIllIUnlalll dl f itfl

WJI t Of llOlllnhul lt wdl lltT ThIS

lype l lltr Illb rcud and Slll LT

l dy u d 1 1 e lllldl lll md IS ol 11

u d m U menl 111 n r xchang
p1Ub III l lntf I 1 n lIl h bm II uer I

stlhled I lle tl and Iht nlum 110 1

llll lots l Ihe ream I em hll

lnlT Ippwpn ltlln unlc1 dlLf e

Wb hIJln d I T Il1t n hl ttfeuSt Jnd

U Lt I d U ftIUrn Il w
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Glossary

Dilint ICt Rca mahle prl ITl I ward

makma WndltLL1nal WJIL T nghl ahso

lute by pUlling unappwpnJtl d water

III J benchclJl us Ius be rrLm d In

a water COUrt pnxl edtng Ihrllu h m

apphGllOIl tnlllJled l YCTY l l JrS

afta entrI f Ihi condll11111J l Jecnc

or mOl f Cent dlhgcnulhan ll

dcm m tratmg thh em m uJe cngl

necnn pcrmlllln hn mung md

construcllllO If WJIf faL llmes 1l dl U

III llmplcll Jtlr dll rSlllll and 11 1

cry II the pLllC l t U

Di n i lIl or Diwll Rcm wmg wtln

from Its n nuT ll nlurc IlT exJtll ll or

controlling a1l In ltS natural Lllurc

Of lxatlllll by mean 1 1 1 wala Slru

ture such 1 a dm h P1Plmc pump

reservoir lHwell rhe Loll fJdo Her

C mSlT lllllO lk Hd may lppropriJIC
mstream nl W vllh UI dl erShlll md

Ie c ll OVlmmelll 11 l l nl S may make

rlcr alwnal In t h mnd dl rsl n

undr speohd st l Ulory pr xcdures

IIllic Call Dt emlln llilJl mauhy thl

t ll r Dt ISllln EI1meer ll hh 1 ShUI

down l rder d ce Ulln I lhwrlllll

by jUm r lkcf d w lItr ri hlS 111 nOI

resuh m n1lkln un J liLlhk 101h

1ll T ea hn n hl

Injtlly ThKll lIl 01 m nher thll m s

Ir may lU lhe h ldeTs I kanJ

v l l r n hb 1 1 sufkr I ss l l woller 1I11w

time pb e lnd lnl untlhey wllulu be

t ntnled 1 1 u undn lhen wlIer nl hl

If the 1II n hld nl l x currd In ury

I I sl mh ll1I Issue In my walr lUn

prlKccdmmd III dctl nmnalllll I

Ih 1 11 Jnd DllSI l1 Engll1 crs

hllrrruplilllc ilfn LI lIsill uthlln ul lIl

h 2lX13 tlUt t l 11I w faonas ll

k l water t tl dunl1 dn u hl

eml rg l1 tc

onf ihuICJI ltlljnd Clln Gr lUnd ll r

lutslde i Ihlbound mef Jny lk

I natl d T lndwh r bbIl1 lhl wnh

drawal 01 whhh 111 not wnhll1 lnc

hundred ears depk 1 the low 01 a

n lIural lrlam It Illannual ratc r nr

thm llle tenth 11 nc pcrum I the

mnu 11 r lle I llhdrJwal

01 SOlllliblllllGtllWIlI a111 l ner

B l 1l1 r undw lla the wlthdrJll

whll h 111 delktt the fiow f ltlltural

trelm 1l m annul rJtl I gTcata than

one mh 01 llle Ix r en 1 Lhe Jnnwl

r It l f wlthdril

Priori The rankllllI I wain TIght ns

J lS al1l lhn w ltl r n hts drJwlll on

the trtam system Pnomy IS dctcr

mined by the year III wnKh th appll
lllllll r the w ltcr nght WlS filed

The iHc thappr pnalloll 1S mlll

aled dctermm thl rdatlw pn nt

1 1 wltfr n hlS 1M whllh lpphrallllll
wrrl tJl d In Ihe lITlC CM Pn nt

b the 111lSt aluablb XlI t J It r

rl hl bCJu c pn rltle dctermll1e Whl

may dtHn Jnd u Il r 111 llll I

h m wala supph

Illhli hU l Dt drillf ckll tnne ut t u

o rwr hlp I trl 1m lIld 1kl b d

th 1l has hecn Jpphnl m bl ni t lbly
1 Caht lT lll t l rut h h k nn hl wn

dIW l lb tll SUSUlIl ft h lnd wildhk

h lhtt lt lIld re reatl Il It 1S n t x CIl

rcrll llI ed In LtlllrJdl alth u h Ihe

LI lorad llprClTll un h h rukd

Ih u the Lltr ld un Llll1r lll ll1

n Hd h1S a hdu lary JUlY Il till pt l

pIof C r IJ J 111 enlone the ll1stre lm

fi w atlr n ht5 II 1bt lIns

Rrflcrn film l r Ihat returns 1n Jm

ll1d ner lltr II hahn n Jpplled w

h nlllwl uo 11 may r lurn 1 a sur

i I l fi r 1 m lOfil w I tnbut lry

r lunJwaler

Riplllidn Rd mng ll lmd r hahn 1I

ImmedtJtdy 1Jlaren Ihc tr 11ll

channd

Ri llriml tun 1 11 Iq al tlm Ihal

rmllls watn Ut onlhy lh ye Wh l

1l 111 tlnd alnn tht n lnk1 a SLrt lm nr

bkt The nght IS fl r rCht nlhle 1Le and

IS wmbme wah thlnhl of 1 ry olher

pflptrty l wner t pr lhllm unrea onlbk

lL that dllmmsh the lrLrt31Tl qUJn

1lI l r ljualuy of J ler ll radl b

ti s n t rt rl nl npanan nghL

SWlldC I m enadcd by 1 lq lslatlW

hxly u h 1S the L S C n rfS l r th

Col r lt1 l GI nr11 A mbly

SuJslirull 5111 PI IIl otatt Engll1ccr

appfllwd lempTary plan f rcplJre

men supply Jllowing In 11UI of pn

my dll bi lO Whlk a ptn for J U

mtnt lllon IS pr cedlng through the

W UlT un Thl 1 Ut Ell incer IllI

also Jpprow uhslllule upply pbns
1 11 water exchan cs water u lhat

III n 1 exceed 5 ye Ts Jnd lImacd

l ml r Il Y sllU ltlllllS JHecung pubhl
nl lhh r lie

lrihlCWI WllluhHlla All suhsur a c

LUl r hydraullc I11 r 1Onected In

1 iurtJ e strcam Ihe pumplOg of

whtdl would h IY 1 Illelsurablt

clkd n the surbee stream wHnlll

lle hundrld y ar

0 Bml pfllgrJlTl 1ptTallll unda

mk1 IhItlle Engll1ecr III elrh 1

l r IJ I en w ller dt l llns W

bClln lIe lh 1 1S1 t xchange or l all

of k ally wretl WJt r 10 altcmallt

w 1 1 w lter nghts while pfltellln
I alllsl inJury l1 ther Wller n hts

iun Ri lll pr pcm nghl h Ihe Ul 1 1

I P OlI l I the pubhc surbrr l r Inb

IIl lTY gwundwaler re urce l htJlllCd

undn Jpph ahk k J 1 prl dure

Will Any lrudtlr IT denle uSd for the

pUlpsc l r wlIh lhl effc 1 I l btalmng
rllUn h ata I r beneftClal U Iwm

m Iqmler Ewlwell reqUIres J 1 11

nglll cr lsucd pcmm
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