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FOREWORD
The Colorado State Department of Education takes great pleasure
in making available to the schools of our State this booklet, which has
been so ably prepared by members of the staff of the Denver Public
Schools. At a time when the history of Colorado is so much in the minds
of our people, and we are so widely concerned with the past of our
State and region, it is particularly appropriate that a publication of this
kind be made available to teachers and students.
The present book is designed for use as a supplement to the regular
instruction in Colorado history and geography. The contents can be
used by teachers or by tudents for research, and for further development
of the ideas normally considered in the classroom. Teachers will find
it particularly useful for suggesting additional topics, illustrations, or
details to make more meaningful and vivid their instruction. Students
will find it a source of additional information for use in their projects,
assignments, and other learning activities.
It is hoped that the educators of our State will make extensive use
of Colorado, the Land and the People, and that they will feel free to
report to the Department of Education their experiences with it. Particularly we are interested in learning about additional topics or information which should be included in any future revision of this booklet.
We are also interested in knowing ways in which it has been successfully
used in the classroom, in order that such experiences may be shared with
teachers elsewhere.
H. Grant Vest
Commissioner of Education
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PROLOGUE

Prologue
Before time began, the land which now constitutes Colorado was an
inland sea. At least four times during untold ages the region was wholly
or partially submerged by invasions of the sea that reduced it to a waste
of shifting sands. A score of times the land broke under the pressure of
vast crustal warpings or was split by volcanic explosions.
In one era the Rockies, named the Shining Mountains by the Indians,
pushed upward. Tremendous volcanic eruptions occurred and sizzling
water and clouds of steam arose, lava flowed, and in the terrific heat gold,
silver, and minerals not yet identified shot through the fissures of the
hills.
The glowing mountains cooled; the climate grew cold again as ice
crept down and glaciers gouged the granite slopes of the Rockies, forming
many canyons. Evidences of the Ice Age and its glaciation are widespread
and are apparent to the most casual observer in the Red Rocks, Garden
of the Gods, and in other formations.'
Again the climate changed, growing warmer; and at the foot of the
glaciers, lakes were formed. Gigantic rivers from the melting ice roared
toward the plains. Rocks scraped along the bottom of the boiling torrents
wearing more canyons into the granite mountain slopes. Millions of tons
of gravel were carried out of the canyons to the plains. Gradually the
rivers became smaller, but the sandy beds of old rivers can still be traced
on the dry plains of eastern Colorado.
The rivers. Colorado has no large, navigable rivers but many of the
country's largest rivers have their headwaters in Colorado's mountains.
Atop the mountain ridges which form the Continental Divide the melting
snows choose their way to the ocean, gathering their waters into four great
river systems. The Colorado River, with its many large tributaries, drains
the state's Western Slope and flows westward across the continent to
empty into the Gulf of California. In the melting snows on the high peaks
of the San Juan Mountains rises the Rio Grande which follows a southward course to the Gulf of Mexico. The Arkansas and the South Platte,
rising along the edge of the Continental Divide, flow eastward, each finding its way by a different route to the Mississippi River. On Poncha Pass,
just south of the center of the state, the difference of only a few feet determines which of three courses the water will follow to the sea.
Importance of rivers. Rivers and streams have always played an
important part in the history of the state. Early French explorers followed
2

Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad
From the high-walled mesa of red and white sandstone formations in the Colorado
National Monument, there is a magnificent view. Below is the Colorado River with its
broad, fertile valley of orchards and farm lands.
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Colo. Department of Highways.
The lofty ridge known as the Continental Divide includes almost all of the highest peaks14,000 feet or over—in Colorado. Because the average altitude in the state is so much
higher than that of other states, Colorado is called the Top of the Nation.
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the rivers to their headwaters, searching for a mythical water passage
between the Mississippi and the western ocean which would provide a
short cut for trade with the Orient. American explorers sent out by President Jefferson after the Louisiana Purchase used the rivers as guides.
Trappers and traders followed the waterways to their sources in search of
beaver. Gold seekers stayed close to the water to wash out pay dirt and
to operate stamp mills and smelters. Early Farmers planted crops in fertile
valleys and later farmers dug ditches from the streams to irrigate their
fields.
Topography. Colorado is characterized by wide differences in topography, geology, soils, and vegetation. The eastern part, once a tidal flat,
is a gently sloping prairie broken only by occasional hills and isolated
buttes. These plains slope gently upward to the base of the foothills. The
center of the state is high and rocky, rising from a low point of 3,385
feet, where the Arkansas River flows across the Colorado-Kansas line, to
the highest point, Mount Elbert, 14,431 feet. The state is often called the
"Top of the Nation" because the average altitude is so much higher than
that of other states. In Colorado there are 1143 mountain peaks rising
10,000 feet or more above sea level. Of the 80 peaks in the United States
that tower to an elevation of 14,000 feet or more, Colorado has 52.
Almost all of these high peaks are found along the ridge which is the
Continental Divide. The western part of the state slopes downward in a
5

r,

series of high plateaus and flat-top mesas broken by deep canyons and
fertile valleys.
Colorado, the seventh largest state in the nation, is almost a perfect
rectangle with an area of 104,247 square miles, of which the total water
area is only about 325 square miles.
The state of Colorado has been under at least seventeen different flags,
including the flag of Colorado Territory and the present flag which was
adopted in 1876 when Colorado became a state.' Within the short space of
fifty years the area of the United States had been increased by war, treaty,
cessions, and purchase from less than a million to over three million
square miles of territory. Colorado was part of three of these acquisitions,
the Louisiana Purchase, the Mexican Cession, and the Annexation of
Texas.'
The people. The federal census of 1950 showed the population of
Colorado to be 1,325,089. Of this number, 58,987 were foreignborn and 185,910 were native Americans of foreign or mixed parentage.
Only four out of ten Coloradans were born in this state. The remainder
came here from the forty-seven other states or from distant parts of the
world.
Many people born in Denver or Colorado leave for other parts of the
country, but more newcomers constantly swell the population. There has
also been a sharp increase of births over deaths. The estimated increase
in population from 1950 to 1956 was over 300,000, or about 28% in
six years.'
Colorado, halfway between the northern and southern boundaries of
the country, and two-thirds of the way between the Atlantic and Pacific
shores may, therefore, be described as a cross section of the United States
of America. Though settled and developed by native Americans—men
and women of a wide variety of ancestry who were born in the United
States—many important contributions to industry, culture, and education
have been made by immigrants who transferred their homes and loyalty
from countries across the sea to this state and nation.
Prehistoric inhabitants. The story of Colorado's people and their
achievements stretches back into history for at least 20,000 years. When
the last of the great ice sheets was melting and slowly retreating northward, there roamed the plains in the eastern part of the state a savage but
little-known people. No skeletons of them have been unearthed, yet
archaeologists and anthropologists have concluded from artifacts found
that the people were skilled workmen; scrapers, blades, beads, carved
bone, and unusual spearheads have been unearthed. The disappearance of
these prehistoric people is a mystery still unsolved.
The earliest human inhabitants identified to date are the Basket
Makers, a long-headed race of Indians who once lived on the mesa land
6

Denver Public Library Western Collection. Photo by George L. Beam.
It is startling to look down from the top of a huge chasm and to see what looks like great
apartment houses standing under jutting cliffs. One wonders how the Indians were able
to get in and out of their homes.

of southwest Colorado. While there is no way to determine the exact
time of their occupancy, scientists estimate it to be as early as 100 A.D. It
is believed that the first Basket Makers were a nomadic group who lived
in pit houses and made wide use of desert vegetation. After they learned
about corn and began to farm, their ways of living improved. Pottery was
an important and distinctive element of culture in the Southwest. Good
containers were necessary because water was so scarce. A later group
known as the Post Basket Makers developed newer and better ways of
building and of making baskets and other utensils. About 700 A.D. they
were either conquered or assimilated by intruders known as the PrePueblos, whose skeletal remains show that they were of different blood
stock and had a more advanced culture.
About 1050 A.D. a very famous group of Indians came into ascendancy and developed their own Pueblo culture. This Cliff Dweller
period is sometimes called the "Golden Age" because at that time prehistoric culture seems to have reached a peak. Evidences of these Pueblo
people to the year 1250 A.D. have been found in Mesa Verde. About that
date they disappeared, probably driven away by years of drought or
perhaps by warlike enemies.
7

Denver & Rio Grande Railroad.
Cliff Palace was built under the protecting roof of a tremendous natural cave in the east
wall of Cliff Canyon. It was the first major cliff dwelling discovered in Mesa Verde
National Park.

In historic times. Following the Cliff Dwellers came the Historic
Indians, forbears of the nomadic tribes encountered by the Spanish, the
first Europeans to explore the region. The Spanish had come north from
Mexico to search for the fabulous cities of gold.
Spanish and French adventurers came into the region to explore for
gold, fur, or other riches but did not linger. Traders and trappers were
next, searching for the beaver skins so much in demand. In 1859 settlers
and gold seekers began to arrive in one of the greatest migrations in
history. The first farmers of European stock settled in the fertile valleys.
Up from the south came cattlemen driving herds of Texas longhorns to
graze on the rich buffalo grass. The newcomers on the eastern plains
were usually American-born of English, Scandinavian, German, or Irish
ancestors. They were joined later by discouraged miners who left the
mountains to work in the fields or in new industrial centers,
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Another wave of newcomers was drawn here by alluring advertisements from steamship companies and railroads telling of free land and
great economic opportunities in the West. Included in this movement
were immigrants from across the sea: Italians, Hungarians,Slays, GermanRussians, Chinese, and Japanese. From the neighboring countries of
Canada and Mexico came others, the French- and Spanish-speaking.
Pioneer builders. The story of the people who had a part in the
building of Colorado is really the history of the state, for what is land
without people? Underlying the achievements of men who came to this
region were two predominant drives, a lust for wealth and the restlessness
which leads to exploration. The first pioneers found a country wild and
untamed. Undaunted, they went ahead blazing new paths for others to
follow, discovering new country, uncovering the first wealth of cattle,
fur, and gold.
Life on the American frontier was primitive and often violent,
exerting great influence on the character of the people and bringing
about the survival of the fit, those who possessed the ability to adapt,
adjust, and create. Because of primitive conditions, need for protection,
the necessity of helping one another, and the wide expanse of territory
which they had settled, fusion of cultures took place rapidly among those
who came early.
Contributions. Consideration has already been given to what the
people found in Colorado. Now consider what the newcomers contributed
to the development and improvement of Colorado. Material possessions
have been the least of their contributions. Of more vital importance have
been their willingness to labor, their skills, their ideals, and their ideas
of government. They brought new words to be added to the speech and
new stories to become part of the folklore; they also contributed much in
customs and beliefs.
Many people have had a part in the building of Colorado; people of
many ethnic cultures, many religions, many colors of skin. They learned
to live and work together to strengthen the American ideal that a man
should be judged not by external factors only, but by the kind of person
he is.
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The Struggle to Possess the Land
The land is the storehouse of the earth's resources. On it grow the
trees and grasses; in it are hidden the metals, the coal, and the ore. In its
creeks and rivers flow life-sustaining water. From its soil come the raw
materials for food, clothing, shelter, and other necessities of life.
The desire of people to own and hold land is a universal one, as evidenced in the struggles which have always existed in the world and are
still rampant today.
For many years Colorado was occupied by tribes of Indians who often
fought with each other for control of the land. This story is concerned
with other people who also desired the land and with the short, bitter
conflict they waged to secure it.
The last frontier. Colorado was part of the region which made up
the last frontier of the United States. Pioneers traveling west found the
Rocky Mountains a formidable barrier and looked for routes around it to
continue their journey to the coast. Those who did cross the barrier were
not favorably impressed by the arid plains. Stephen Long, an official
explorer sent out by the American government, gave a discouraging
report of the region. Labeling the plains east of the Rocky Mountains
"The Great American Desert," he said that it was almost "unfit for cultivation." Thus adverse reports, high altitudes, towering mountains, and
lack of moisture were all contributing factors to the late settling of the
western plains.
Three European countries, England, France, and Spain, that claimed
all or part of the region, based their claims on discovery and exploration.
In treaties between the countries, the land was traded back and forth.
Between 1763 and 1848, Colorado belonged in varying proportions to
France, Spain, Mexico, and the Republic of Texas.
Three cultures. Early Spanish and French explorers in this region
encountered tribes of Indians both on the plains and in the mountains.
Beginning in the 1840s Spanish-speaking people, who had started
settlements in New Mexico, moved into the fertile valley of southern
Colorado. In the late 1850s, European groups from the eastern part of
the United States and from Europe arrived, spurred on by rumors of gold
and of economic opportunity. For the purpose of identification, these
people will be called Anglo-Americans. They settled among the foothills
at the base of the Rocky Mountains. Each of the groups—Indian,Spanish,
and Anglo—represented a different culture or way of life.
12

A definition. The word culture as commonly used carries an implied
sense of superiority based on a high degree of civilization. Culture is used
here in a different sense, referring simply to the way of life that people
have developed for themselves. It includes their customs, their patterns
of life, and their organized laws and codes. Cu4ture of various ethnic
groups varies because of differences in historical background, climate,
and topography; not because one race or group is superior to another.
The greatest differences between cultures are due to environment and
training with the result that certain people have more knowledge or skill
than others in relation to specific areas of attainment.
The first white men to come to this region were the Spanish Conquistadores who traversed the land three centuries before 1857 as explorers
and adventurers, not as builders; they left no enduring colonies in Colorado. They were followed by French explorers, but little significance can
be attached to their expeditions in Colorado, for the Canadian voyageurs
who knew this section were traders and trappers in search of the furs
that brought high prices in the markets of the outside world.
Land of the Indian tribes. For many years the land near the
present site of Denver belonged to the Arapaho and their friends, the
Cheyenne. Their great enemies were the Pawnee to the east and the Ute
of the mountains to the west. Southward lay the lands of the Kiowa and
the Comanche. All these Indian tribes except the Ute had arrived in
Colorado in historic times. They came in a series of migrations driven on
by a stronger people. The Arapaho and Cheyenne abandoned their cornfields and their pottery, the beginnings of a settled life, and moved to the
plains from the East. The Comanche came from the western foothills and
the Kiowa seemed to appear from nowhere.
No one knows positively whence the Ute came. They were here when
the other tribes appeared, and their legends state that they had always
been here, created in this place by the Great Spirit. In reality, they
probably moved down from the North where their kinsmen, the Shoshone, lived more than a century before the other tribes arrived; perhaps
they had once lived in Asia and crossed the Bering Strait to Alaska. They
were sometimes hunters of buffalo on the plains, but they returned to the
mountains after the hunt or after a raid upon the Plains People.
The Plains People. Next to the Ute, the oldest inhabitants of what
is now Colorado were the Plains People who appeared on the eastern
plains about 1775. They came from regions bordering on the great
buffalo plains, and their various customs and beliefs were rearranged and
combined in a new pattern known as the culture of the Plains Indians.
These Indians ranked among the richest since wealth at that period was
-stunated in food, not in money or property.'
13

Denver Public Library Western Collection. Photo by Nast.
Ute Indians were roaming and warlike. They fought the Spanish, the Navajo, and the
Apache. After 1846, uneasy at the continued advance of the Anglos, they made war upon
the newcomers.

The "Mystery Dog." For generations before the white man came,
the Indians had occupied the same hunting grounds, unable to move far
afield because they lacked means of transportation. The great movements
of Indian tribes were due almost solely to one factor, the horse. Horses
brought to America by Spanish explorers did not remain long in captivity.
Escaping from their owners, big herds of wild mustangs freely roamed
the plains thriving on the rich prairie grass and increasing steadily in
numbers. They fell into the hands of the Indians through capturing,
trading, or stealing. At first the Indians ate the horses which they called
"mystery dogs"; later, they trained them for riding. With horses available,
the Indians could move more freely. Tribes could now travel far and fast.
14

They could wrest new hunting grounds from weaker neighbors and could
make war on a larger scale than they had ever believed possible. The
Indian did not raid for horses frequently. When he did capture more than
he needed, he gave the surplus away as gifts.
The hunt. Hunting, providing food, making weapons and utensils,
and maintaining the rituals of daily living took most of a man's time.
Life on the plains required little organization. In winter the tribe divided
into families or bands, camping in sheltered valleys, living on dried meat,
and hunting deer. In the spring when the migrating buffalo herds were
expected, the tribe came together again. Tepees were pitched in a circle
and the tribe became an organized body. Scouts were sent out to locate the
buffalo. Since the hunters represented five different language groups, a
sign language was invented for the purpose of communication. During
the hunting season and the activities that followed, the ways of living in
the different tribes became fused in the melting pot of the plains.'
During the time necessary to locate the herd, the people feasted on the
remaining stores of food and visited. When a scout was sighted running
back and forth on a distant hill, the people knew that a herd had been
located. The march to the chosen hunting ground began, according to
custom. The chiefs led, with the warriors at the sides to keep order, while
women guided the laden horses.
At a given signal from the chief, the hunt began. The hunters surrounded a number of animals. Each, on his trained pony, ran down an
animal, shooting his arrow at the animal's heart and using his lance, if
necessary, to finish the work.
After the wild excitement of the chase, came hard drudgery, the
bloody work of skinning, butchering, of loading meat on horses, and of
looking for arrows that could be used again.
While the buffalo ran during the summer months, everyone was well
fed and happy. It was a time for feasting and festivities.
The end of the hunt came with the Sun Dance, a prayer to the sun to
keep the buffalo coming and the world in order. Later came courtship,
athletic contests, and the learning of new songs to which the Indian
gave much time.
The Plains Indians developed a life which revolved around the young
braves—horseman, hunter, and warrior—for in this culture the young
men were the leaders of the tribe. The Plains youth did not expect to
marry until he had earned honors and acquired horses with which to make
gifts to the girl's brother.
The Indian girls were strictly chaperoned. Their hands were carefully
tended to keep them soft, for emphasis was placed upon beauty for
maidens. The girls learned to do fancy quill work and often decorated
moccasins for their honored brothers who brought them gifts of honor
15

Denver Public Library Western Collection.
When an Indian scout located a herd of buffalo, he mounted a high place to signal the
tribe. Then the people began a march to the hunting ground.

after raids, and who later would give them in marriage. After marriage
the women worked hard but had little status.
Children led a carefree life with little discipline. Contests among the
boys helped to develop skill in the hunting of rabbits and later of buffalo
calves. Fathers rewarded their sons with feasts and gifts to insure the boys
recognition by others in the tribe.
A new interest. This was the pattern of life among the Plains
Indians in the year 1832 when over the Santa Fe Trail went mule trains
carrying loads of cloth and other merchandise to Santa Fe. This provided
an exciting new interest for the Indian youths. At first they accompanied
the trains; when this proved too tame, they attacked the trains. Kiowa
and Comanche, once enemies of the Arapaho and Cheyenne, now became
their allies, joining in attacks on the wagon trains and in the raiding of
16

The Title Guaranty Company.
When the wagon master gave the cry of "Turn in! Indian attack!" the drivers lost no time
in turning their wagons to form a barricade. The women helped to herd the horses and
oxen inside the circle. The men met the screaming attack of the Indians with fire from
rifles and revolvers.

ranch houses of New Mexico and Texas where they secured horses,
booty, and scalps.
This period was the zenith of living for the Plains Indians as they
delighted in their loot, marveling at the silver ornaments, mirrors, jewelry,
and fabrics. The buffalo were still plentiful so basic needs were supplied.
The conflict. In the country around, a change was taking place
about which the Indians were not aware, but which was of vital importance to them. New states were formed from the prairie land at the eastern
edge of the plains. Indians on the prairies were pushed back. The buffalo
plains were set up as Indian reservations by the United States Government. So began a period of unhappy relations between the Indians and
the whites with increasing invasion of Indian land and a series of broken
treaties.
The Indians seldom bothered the Anglo traders and trappers, but the
settlers caused real alarm. Indian resistance was of little value, for the
white men through treaties, frequent encounters, many broken promises,
and steadily increasing numbers, secured possession of most of the land
by 1881. The slaughter of the buffalo by the pioneers brought the great17

Denver & Rio Grande Railroad.
Once, not so long ago, the west was mine.
The rolling grassland and the mountain slope
Were dotted by my herds of buffalo
And deer and elk and bounding antelope.
Once I was master of a vast estate
Extending westward to the shining sea.
Then white men came to claim it all, except
The barren desert. That was left to me.
And yet, I love this land of little rain,
Untamed, unfenced—too dry for plows to till.
Here something of the oldtime west lives on
And I, its owner, am a landlord still.
Gene Lindberg
The Denver Posl.
18

est grief to the Indians. The supply of buffalo had seemed endless as,
during migrations, they blackened the plains, but soon this ended. Anglo
guns made the killing a simple matter. Even the Indians, who had
secured guns, took part in the killing, exchanging skins for bright ribbon,
calico, coffee, sugar, and liquor. Only when the buffalo began to disappear
from the plains, did the Indians realize that not only the meat supply,
but also the essentials of their living were being destroyed. War leaders
such as Sitting Bull and Black Kettle arose. The desperate Indians were
making war their business and placing all their hopes for survival in
chosen leaders.
One great obstacle to their success was their own lack of unity.
Driven back by the white man, frontier tribes often encroached on other
tribes. This led to intertribal wars. They had no centralized authority, so
weakened within, the Indians fought a losing battle. The Indian was
hampered also by his lack of a written language and, naturally, his
inability to read. These were severe handicaps to him in making treaties
with the white man.
The The Reservation.3 The Ute claim that they were never conquered. Today two branches of the tribe, the Ute Mountain Ute, and the
Southern Ute live on a Reservation in southwestern Colorado. The former
group retreated as far as possible to a rocky region unsuitable for farming.
Here the living is primitive and very few of the ways of modern civilization have been adopted by them.
In contrast, the Southern Ute living on the same reservation, wisely
turned to ways of peace, accepted the advice of their great chief Ouray,
improved their methods of farming, and sought education for their children. Many of these Ute own land and livestock. They are excellent
traders and carry on a lively trade with Indian-made articles of jewelry,
beadwork, and blankets. Almost all the young people speak English as
well as Mexican, Spanish, and Ute. Some of the young men show skill
in using machinery.
The outlook. Colorado Ike are now in a position to better conditions
for themselves in a friendly environment. Oil and uranium, which should
be sources of financial returns, have recently been discovered on Indian
land. They have also won a lawsuit for payments for land taken by the
government. The Southern Ute indicate that they will use much of this
money to provide modern homes and equipment for themselves. Since
the Indian Bureau of the Federal Government has encouraged the raising
of cattle, many of the Ute will probably buy land and improve their
herds. During World War II many of the young Indians fought side by
side with other Americans. Some rose to the rank of officers, demonstrating their ability to succeed.
An old story. The conquest of the Plains Indians by the Anglo19

Americans is an old story, as old as life and people. It is the story of
stronger, more competitive, more physically efficient people dominating
others who are weaker. The Indians were not barbarians. They had a distinct and, in many respects, a highly developed civilization; in some ways
they were just as civilized as the men who conquered them.'
From the Anglos' point of view the Indians were an irritation; they
were on the land and their ways were different. Because the Indians were
not efficient with tools and weapons and because their ideas of wealth did
not coincide with those of the white men, the newcomers, with their
background of European civilization, looked down on them and called
them savages.
The European feeling of superiority is an old story. To many of them,
civilization has meant their own civilization and they tend to be intolerant of any other. They often overlook essential facts when they form
opinions or draw conclusions.
The Spanish-speaking people are a product of the new world through
the intermingling of the Spanish conquerors and the Indians. In the new
generation the physical characteristics of both groups and their ways of
thinking and doing merge. The Spanish language is dominant although
native languages are still used among some Indian tribes. The meaning of
the term, Spanish-speaking, has been narrowed to include only natives of
Mexico or of the United States who are identified with the culture which
has developed on both sides of the Rio Grande.
Ricos and pobres. A large part of the Spanish expeditions had
been made up of nobility and gentry. Spain had almost no middle class
and few people of the lower classes were included in the expeditions. The
new population from an early date divided itself into the ricos(rich) and
the pobres (poor). The ricos held the social, political, and economic
power; they also held the large grants of land on which the pobres
labored. Intermarriage with the Indians was most frequent among the
pobres.5
Sometimes a father placed his son in the service of a wealthy man
called a patrone. The young man was paid for his services in goods upon
which the patrone placed the highest possible value; as a result, the youth
became so indebted to the patrone that he was forced to work for many
years.
During the 1600s and 1700s the Spanish colonists were satisfied with
adapting their European customs to the new environment. A unique
pattern of economic practices, social customs, and religious worship grew
up. The people became sturdy and deep-rooted as they adjusted to the
rugged thirsty land, the isolation, the solitary distances, and the ever
present fear of Indians.
Isolation. The constant raids of the Plains Indians drained not only
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the wealth but also the energy of the settled people. Over the centuries
these tribes continued to attack the outlying farms forcing the inhabitants
to live in small communities and restricted areas. The devastating raids of
the Apache, Comanche, and other tribes did more to isolate these settlements than did the towering mountains, parched deserts, or lack of
navigable rivers.

Land Grants Were Made for Protection
In 1821 Mexico oecame independent from Spain and was then faced
with the problem of defending the land to the north. The problem was
intensified when Texas became a republic ir. 1836. Mexico feared that
the United States 'dad Texas would both encroach on New Mexico. To
strengthen her frontiers the Mexican government granted large t—icts of
land to good citizens who promised toliold the land for Mexico by settling
on it. Some recipients of the land even agreed on the crops that they
would raise.'
The Sangre de Cristo Grant to Lee and Beaubien in 1843 was the
largest confirmed land grant in the territory that became Colorado. These
land grants brought to the region many Mexicans who helped to keep the
Spanish influence and culture.
At the conclusion of the war with Mexico in 1848, the Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo bound the United States to recognize the validity
of all land grants legall7 made in the ceded territory. Actual owners and
settlers were promised orotection in full but so inadequately were these
grants recorded that ever since titles to their lands have been clouded.
The oldest settlement. The first Spanish-speaking people in Colorado pushed their way from New Mexico into the San Luis Valley of
Colorado in spite of the watchful Indians. They brought to their new
homes a way of life as distinctive as that of the Plains Indians, but while
the people of the grassy buffalo plains lived a life based on abundance,
the Spanish people of New Mexico created a folk culture founded upon
isolation and scarcity.
The town of San Luis on the Culebra River was founded in 1851 by
Spanish-speaking people from Taos and Mora in New Mexico who risked
the danger of Indian attacks in order to better their living conditions. San
Pedro and San Acacia were established in 1852 and 1853. That these
became permanent settlements was due largely to the military protection
given them by the United States government through the establishment of
Fort Massachusetts in the San Luis Valley. This brought the Indians under
partial control although Indian attacks hindered further development of
the valley even until 1890.
The adobe houses of the settlers were built around a plaza or square to
serve as a fortress where people could gather in case of attack. When an
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alarm was given, the men would take their positions on the roof ready
to fire. The well was dug inside the inclosure because a siege might last
several days. Corrals were enclosed by thick adobe walls which were very
durable; some of the houses and wells of 1850 are still in use.
The Spanish people were gay and laughter loving, finding or making
many opportunities for singing and dancing, parades, and fiestas. They
were not ambitious for wealth since they had little need for money. To the
newly arrived Anglos, the life of the Spanish seemed too slow-moving
and unproductive. The many changes which followed American occupation of the land deeply affected the lives of the Spanish-speaking people
of the region.
A changed life. After the Mexican War, the conquered Spanishspeaking people thought they could continue to live in the simple,
leisurely way they had always known. This idea proved to be a mistaken
one. Into the region came stockmen lured by tales of wild cattle and
horses that roamed the range. Prospectors came attracted by rumors of
gold. The Anglo-American newcomers settled on ranches and staked out
claims, recording ownership in accordance with the American custom.
Under the Spanish and Mexican rule, the land grants had been loosely
defined. Boundaries were often fixed by trees, rocks, and mountains. To
the Spanish, ownership was not so important as use and occupancy. In
contrast, rights and titles were of utmost importance to the Americans.
The Spanish who had lived on the land for generations had no legal
documents to certify their ownership and did not understand American
ways or how to establish their claims to the land. So, through ignorance
and carelessness, many were deprived of their property and lost their
means of livelihood. The Spanish found their lives changed in other
ways—they suddenly felt the need for cash. No longer could they barter
their crops and handmade products to advantage; they were forced to find
ways to compete commercially.
These uprooted landowners became displaced persons forced to seek
other ways to earn their living. The building of the transcontinental railroad in the 1870s furnished work with small pay. With the completion
of the railroads, many workers were left without employment. Some of
them became migrant farm workers or miners; some found employment
making rails in the steel mills in Pueblo; others laid track and repaired
road beds.
Anglo domination. The Anglo-Americans bursting upon the scene
in large numbers in the 1860s gained possession of the land of Colorado
regardless of the Indians or Spanish. In less than a score of years these
newcomers dominated the affairs of the territory and were the recognized
owners of much of the land. When the Anglo group arrived, the Spanishspeaking people had already laid the foundations for the economic devel22

The Title Guaranty Company.
Many American and Spanish settlers moved into the area of the Maxwell Land Grant. They
worked hard to develop and improve the land. Later, because they had no titles to the
land, they were forced to defend their ownership with gunfire.

opment of the region. They taught the newcomers how to raise crops
and livestock in a semiarid and partly mountainous region. Later, however, the Spanish were ignored and lost their rights because they were
unfamiliar with the new ways, the new government, and the English
language.
The fusion of the three cultures progressed in the early years of AngloAmerican settlement when all groups mingled more or less freely, each
group becoming familiar with the ways of the other.
For a century the process of merging the lore of the Indians, the skills
and arts of the Spanish-speaking people, the scientific development of the
Anglo-Americans, and the ways of living and thinking of all three groups
has been under way in Colorado. During this period the Anglo culture has
prevailed in the land and over the people. Bringing farm machinery from
the East, Anglos converted the high prairies into wheat fields and pastured their cattle on the buffalo plains. Applying their knowledge of
surveying, they built railroads and irrigation projects. They introduced
new mining methods based on metallurgy and developed factories and
big-scale businesses.
Deep imprints. Both the Indians and the Spanish-speaking have
made lasting imprints on American life, especially in the Southwest where
Indian, Spanish, and Anglo influences are blended in the speech, architecture, institutions, and customs of the people today. Methods employed
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by the Anglos in mining, in sheep and cattle raising, and in irrigating are
all largely Spanish in origin. In architecture, evidence of Spanish influence
are seen in ranch-type houses with tiled roofs, arches, and patios. The
Spanish taught the Indians of the Southwest to weave with wool, but
Indian designs and dyes were used in the weaving.
American vocabularies have been enriched with words of Spanish
origin: barbecue, tornado, patio, fiesta, mesa, bonanza, arroyo, and placer
are only a few. The Spanish gave place names that were vivid and accurate; Sangre de Cristo, Trinidad, Del Norte, and La Junta. Many everyday
foods such as oranges, lemons, olives, and grapes can be traced to the
Spanish.
The cultural threads of Indian tribes, encountered in the advance
westward, have also left their traces on our national thinking and tastes.
Names of streets in Denver: Arapahoe, Bannock, Cherokee, Wyandot,
and Delaware are only a few of many which bring memories of tribes
or chiefs. Many streams and mountains bear the picturesque names given
by the Indians. Valuable lessons in hunting, fishing, and farming were
taught the white men by the Indians. In the fields of art, music, and literature the contributions of the Indians have been invaluable.
The experiences of Spanish-speaking families live in the stories that
grandfathers tell their children. The following story tells how a New
Mexican family came to Colorado.

The Family Story of Victor Joseph
Grandfather's bright smile flashed and, because he loved "The
Story" too, he promptly complied with the request of Victor Joseph, the
third, to tell it once again.
My grandfather was born on a ranch near Taos, New Mexico, then a
province of Mexico. Until a decade before, New Mexico had belonged to
Spain. All Mexicans were proud of their independence and that is why
we still celebrate September sixteenth.
A long time before that, a king of Spain had bestowed upon our
family a grant of land in northern New Mexico. The grant lay to the
north of the Spanish villages and colonization there proved impossible
because of the wild Indians who attacked and destroyed any settlements
not near enough to be protected by the soldiers at Santa Fe.
In those days, Taos was an outpost on the trail between Santa Fe and
Fort Laramie used by the mountain men (trappers who during the early
1800s followed the rivers to trap beavers). Near the village of Taos stood
the pueblo where the Pueblo Indians lived. My grandfather chose for his
wife a full-blooded Pueblo Indian woman. As time passed, this young man
became a freighter, bringing goods by both pack and wagon trains from
St. Louis in the United States.
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The business of transportation over the Santa Fe Trail proved highly
profitable and the home of my Spanish grandfather and Indian grandmother was graced by a few pieces of fine furniture. Santa Fe was also the
end of the route northward from Mexico City, as well as the western
terminal of the Santa Fe Trail. Over the trail from Mexico and St. Louis
went sugar, coffee, face powder, and cloth as well as tools for farming and
woodcutting. My grandmother and her daughters studied the fashion
magazines from the States and often attended fiestas in imported American bonnets and gowns.
Then in 1864 came the Mexican War, and the people of New Mexico
were no longer Mexicans but became citizens of the United States.
About 1859 my grandfather abandoned the freighting business. He
had had his share of adventures and hardships on the trail. As more immigrants followed the trails to the West, the hostility of the Indians
increased and the chances of large profits became more uncertain. He
turned his attention to the family land grant to the north. A line defining
the southern boundary of Colorado had been drawn. Part of the grant lay
within the borders of Colorado territory created by an act of Congress in
1861.
The Civil War interrupted plans to develop our grant. In 1862 my
grandfather, accompanied by my father and uncle, rode over the mountains to make a preliminary survey of the trail and the land. While
exploring the grant near the headwaters of the Purgatoire River, they
learned through a scout that the Coloradans were marching to reinforce
the Union troops in New Mexico. My relatives promptly abandoned their
exploration and joined the Coloradans.
All three took part in the battle of Glorieta Pass, which brought an
end to Confederate attempts to gain control of the riches of California
and Colorado. My grandfather marched north with the troops and went
into training at Camp Weld. A marker at the west end of the Eighth
Avenue viaduct points to its location.
The war was over in 1865, but it was not until 1876 that my grandfather was free to carry out the long-cherished dream of his family. My
father, then in his twenties, assembled the ox-drawn wagons and he and
my grandfather led a party of settlers over the mountains to the headwaters of the Purgatoire River, which flows northward into the Arkansas.
We Spanish-speaking people long ago had been taught by the mission
fathers how to coax the water from the river into the "mother ditch" to
nourish our crops; therefore, we could supply ourselves with food and
other necessities on land that other Americans thought to be useless.
In a short time our new homes became a settlement which bore the
family name. We followed the New Mexican patio plan, which had been
devised for safety. Although the United States troops had the Indians
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But we had come too late; our rights to the land were contested by
partly under control, our settlements were still attacked. My father and
grandfather spent the rest of their lives in this village.
Anglos. Most of our grant fell into the hands of a large corporation. Our
land passed from the control of our family.
Before my time our family's ranch near Taos had been lost, and the
furnishings of my grandparents' home were scattered over the Southwest.
The ranch house was fast falling into ruins until an American woman,
interested in preserving historical places in New Mexico, purchased the
ranch. She restored the adobe dwelling and is gathering furnishings, piece
by piece, so it now bears some resemblance to its former appearance.
Some day I will take you and your brothers to New Mexico and point out
to you all these places mentioned in "The Story."
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FROM GOLD PAN
TO
GEIGER COUNTER

From Gold Pan to Geiger Counter
Through the ages man has dug from the earth materials needed to
construct the tools and machinery for an increasingly complex civilization. Early prospectors thought only in terms of gold, totally unaware
that the mountains and plains held even greater treasures. Since that time
two hundred and fifty useful mineral products have been discovered;
some thirty-five are now being extracted for market and others still have
unexplored possibilities.
In the beginning gold was the magnet that drew thousands to Colorado, but in the 1870s and 1880s silver became the metal with magic
power. When the price of silver declined, gold again rose in importance
increased by copper, zinc, and lead.
Coal, oil, gas, and building stones add to the mineral wealth of the
state. At the present time, Colorado's greatest contribution is in the field
of rare metals: vanadium, molybdenum, tungsten, and uranium.' Great
and colorful as Colorado's mining history has been, experts agree that
the state's mineral resources have merely been scratched. Miners, whether
carrying gold pans or equipped with Geiger counters, are still making
vital contributions to the economy of the state.

Prospectors Panned Gold on the Banks of Cherry Creek
and the South Platte River.'
The weather-beaten faces of eight men gleamed in the light from
their camp fire. On that cold March night they were sheltered in a cottonwood grove near the South Platte River a few miles north of the trapper's
camp at the mouth of Cherry Creek. The partners talked of their families,
their homes, and the reports of gold discoveries that had brought them
into this prairie wilderness. Before leaving Dodge County, Wisconsin,
four months before, the men had formed the Wisconsin Gold Mining
Company for the purpose of mining in the Pikes Peak country, although
not a single one of them had had any experience in mining gold or any
other mineral.
Most of these men, grandfathers and great-grandfathers of people now
living in Colorado, were farmers in Wisconsin. Theodore Squires, Hiram
Buck, John Jay, and Dennis Daily had previously farmed in the East, but
Robert Hauck's only work experience had been on his father's farm in
Germany. A. J. Mackey, a New York carpenter, S. J. Plumb, a school
teacher, and T. J. Godding, a Yankee surveyor as well as a farmer, completed the company. This Wisconsin party arrived at the settlement on
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Cherry Creek and the South Platte, which was the camp of trappers
Smith and McGaa, just before the famous Pikes Peak Gold Rush. The
region from Boulder to Pikes Peak was variously known as the Pikes
Peak country or the Pikes Peak and Cherry Creek regions.
Hard times. These men, all friends and neighbors, had been seized
by a fever of unrest and discontent during the late 1850s because a great
change had come over the country. In the early 1850s gold from California had made money plentiful. Those were the years of railroad construction in the East. There was work for everyone and wages were high. Times
were good and people began to buy and sell all kinds of property as well
as stocks and bonds with the idea of making money quickly. This inflation
was followed by a crash. Banks, businesses, and railroads failed. When
the panic of 1857 struck, men lost their jobs, wages were cut, and farmers could not sell their crops.
Gold fever. In late August 1858, a resident of Wisconsin returned
from St. Louis where he had gone to look for work. He brought back a
news sheet from that city which told of gold discoveries in the western
part of the Kansas Territory. One article related the story of a party of
Cherokee Indians from Oklahoma who, having mined successfully in
Georgia, went to the California gold fields in 1850. Passing along the
base of the Rocky Mountains where mountain streams flowed into the
South Platte River, they found particles of gold. Before this, a party of
Georgians, including some Cherokee prospectors newly arrived in the
region, had found color in a stream known as Cherry Creek.
The news sheet reported another find. In the late autumn of 1857,
Fall Leaf, a Delaware Indian, showed gold nuggets to John Easter, the
village butcher in Lawrence, Kansas. During the previous summer Fall
Leaf had acted as guide for United States soldiers chasing Plains Indians
who were on the warpath. One day, stooping to drink from a little stream
flowing down the side of the mountain, Fall Leaf saw several glistening
nuggets lying on a rock in the water. He picked them up. The place was,
he said, "two sleeps from Pikes Peak." John Easter got the gold fever at
once as did the Wisconsin men when they read the account in the news
sheet, and like Easter and others they formed a company to mine gold
near Pikes Peak.
On to Pikes Peak. At their campfire in the cottonwood grove the
men reviewed their nine weeks of preparation for this trip. Each man
had provided himself with two canvas-covered Conestoga wagons and four
or more oxen. These animals were believed to last better than mules on
a long march over rough, sandy, or muddy roads. They also seemed to be
better adapted to the journey over the dry, treeless plains. They cost less
and were less likely to be stampeded and driven off by Indians. Finally,
if necessary, they could be used for meat.
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When rumors of gold reached the East, many men ventured forth with little knowledge of
the journey ahead. Artists and writers added to the general misconceptions of the dangers
and hardships.

In one wagon each man carried feed for his oxen and in the other,
provisions and supplies enough to last for two years. There were gold
pans, picks and shovels, warm winter clothing, flour, and other staple
foods. Ready at last, they set out about November 15, 1858.
As they sat around the campfire on this March evening in 1859, the
men again went over their experiences on the way. They recalled that
soon after they had started on their journey their wagons were ferried
across the Mississippi River at Dubuque, Iowa. There, they were warned
of attacks by a band of Indians made up of renegades from several tribes.
Undaunted and using a compass to guide them, the drivers struck out
across country to Council Bluffs. Two days later the notorious band of
Indians was sighted approaching rapidly. Robert Hauck, the elected
wagon master, ordered the wagons into a circle with the oxen inside.
Each man had his pistol ready as the Indians, yelling fiendishly, galloped
around the barricade in an ever narrowing circle. Suddenly and unexpectedly, the attackers rode away in single file.
At Council Bluffs the party forded the Missouri River, taking the
heavily laden wagons, each drawn by eight oxen, over the swift stream
one at a time. Two men unhitched the oxen, guided them down the
steep bank, and then made them swim back to bring across another
wagon. This continued until all sixteen wagons stood on the west bank.
Continuing westward on the trail, they encountered several blizzards
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of wind and snow which happened often on the plains. At such times, it
was ecessary to make camp or remain in the wagons until traveling was
again possible. Finally, they reached Fort Laramie where they rested and
repaired the equipment. The fort commander cautioned the men that the
trappers' trail to Taos was only a footpath and that they would have to
widen the trail over the foothills for their wagons. The journey did indeed
prove rugged and difficult, but it was necessary if they were to cross the
Platte and reach their destination.
Cherry Creek settlements. In the days of '59 the tongue of land
formed by the junction of Cherry Creek with the Platte River was a
green spot with cottonwoods lining the banks of the Platte. Wild chokecherry bushes, white with blossoms in the spring or black with berries in
the fall, bent over the creek's clear waters and suggested the name
Cherry Creek. Less than a score of cabins had been erected in 1858, but
by March 1859, cabins in all stages of building, tents, and covered wagons
spread over the soft grass and gave shelter to the hordes of gold seekers.
Across Cherry Creek where the Indians made camp, the tepees were
more numerous than the cabins. Ponies cropped the lush grass nearby.
Their owners, gay in war bonnets and buckskins, kept a watchful eye on
the cabins being so hastily erected.
Arrival at camp of the Wisconsin party. From the East, the
covered wagons of newcomers drawn by teams of oxen along the dusty
trail followed ruts worn by many other prairie schooners. Fording the
Platte, the wagons of the Wisconsin Gold Mining Company came to rest
in the shade of a cottonwood grove not far from the cluster of cabins.
They had arrived at the camp of the trappers Smith and McGaa.
After setting up camp and caring for their oxen, the Wisconsin men
went in search of their friend, A. H. Barker of Ohio. He was an old-timer,
having arrived October 24, 1858, with six teams of oxen and fifteen men.
They found him busily working in his blacksmith shop with more business than he could handle.
Having engaged the services of their friend to repair the wagons, they
set out to explore the settlements and to talk to trappers, Indian traders,
and other newcomers like themselves. They especially wanted to converse
with miners, the more experienced the better, as there was everything to
learn not only about mining but about living in this strange land.
Trapper McGaa's story of gold discoveries. Seated on a barrel
in front of the hardware store, opened in November 1858 by Kinna and
Nye on the northeast corner of what is now Eleventh and Market Streets,
the trapper, William McGaa, related the fantastic story of the finding of
gold, the boom of the Cherry Creek settlements.
In February of 1858, William Green Russell, his two brothers, and a
small party set out from Georgia. Cherokee Indians and others joined the
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The Title Guaranty Company.
The thrilling news of a gold strike at Cherry Creek traveled with amazing speed in all
directions. Thousands of prospectors came scurrying to the region in search of riches.

party en route, making a total of one hundred and four men who arrived
at the junction of Cherry Creek and the Platte River on June 23, 1858.
They began to search for gold but found none at the place the Cherokee
had first seen it. Prospecting continued along the streams with little
success, causing the Cherokee and some of the others to become discouraged and to quit.
Those who stayed were rewarded during the first day of July,by the
discovery of several hundred dollars' worth of fine gold at the mouth of
Dry Creek which runs through Englewood, a suburb of Denver. This was
the best find of the year 1858. The summer's work had netted eight hundred dollars to be divided among thirteen men, but there was the hope of
bigger finds the next year.
Wild rumors. John Cantrell, a mountain trader from Fort Laramie,
who reported finding gold on Ralston Creek, carried back some samples
from the Cherry Creek diggings to Kansas City. This news, as well as
stories of Russell's strike, caused greatly exaggerated stories to spread to
all parts of the country, inspiring hope in the hearts of people hard-hit
by the panic of 1857. The first immigrants appeared at the trappers' camp
the following year.
While the Russell party was spreading out in search of new gold
deposits, other white men had come to Cherry Creek. Russell and his
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companions had not realized that news of gold traveled so far and so fast,
and upon their return from prospecting were surprised to find that they
had neighbors. Newcomers from Lawrence, Kansas, had already laid out
two towns. This group had set out with nothing to follow except Fall
Leaf's statement that he had found gold "two sleeps
from Pikes Peak."
They knew nothing about mining but prospected
in streams from the
Arkansas to the Platte without making any discoveries.
Active town promoters. As they were preparing to go home they
heard of Russell's discovery of gold at Dry Creek.
With hope renewed,
the Kansans decided to establish a permanent settle
ment and on September 7, 1858, organized a town company and
laid out Montana City near
the present intersection of West Evans Avenu
e and the Platte River.
Montana City was short-lived as most of its members moved down to
Cherry Creek to organize the new town of St. Charles on the presen
t site
of downtown Denver. The trappers, Smith
and McGaa, were invited to
join the new town company because the promot
ers felt that they could
bargain better with the Indians, the real owners of the land. Town companies were organized to lay out lots for the purpose of selling them
to
settlers at a profit. The promoters, who were fortunate enough
select
to
a site on which a town sprang up
later, made large sums of money.
Unfortunately, the members of the St. Charles Company returned to
Kansas for the winter believing that no one would come for gold until
spring. Thus they lost their town.
When Russell's party returned and found more gold seekers arriving,
they set about to organize a town across the river
from St. Charles. They,
too, included John and William McGaa in their company. Willia Green
m
Russell's brother named the new town Auraria for their former home
town in Georgia. Auraria is taken from the Latin meaning gold. This
settlement organized November 1, 1858, was more fortunate than
Montana City and St. Charles, and it became a permanent settlement, the
real beginning of the present city of Denver
.
Meanwhile, more gold seekers were on the way. News of the gold
discoveries had reached Leavenworth, Kansas, in late summer and General
William Larimer organized a group to start west. Included were Charles
A. Lawrence and E. P. Stout. Near the presen
t site of Pueblo, Larimer's
party came upon another band of pioneers headed
by Ed Wynkoop. The
latter had permission from the Kansas government to make new settlea
ment in the gold fields, and Larimer and Wynkoop decide to join forces
d
to lay out a new town.
Political strategy. This combined party arrived at the site of Denver on November 16, 1858, and
laid claim to the land left temporarily
by the St. Charles Company across
the creek from Auraria. Four logs
already erected there showed them that they were "jumping claim.
a
"
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The Title Guaranty Company.
Town promoters bargained for land in 1858. Two shrewd Indian traders, John Smith and
William McGoa, helped in negotiations with the real owners, the Indians.

Charles Nichols, the remaining representative of the St. Charles group,
ordered the trespassers off, but they refused to move. Realizing that his
group would probably have to fight for the claim, Larimer suggested that
they name the town Denver in honor of Governor James W. Denver of
Kansas Territory, which included the eastern part of what is now Colorado. By this act, Larimer hoped to win the favor of the governor.
Unfortunately for Larimer's scheme, Governor Denver had resigned the
month before, but Larimer's group won the favor of the new Kansas
governor by presenting to his son a gift of one hundred lots in the new
town. In all these deals, the Arapaho, the real owners of the land, were
not considered.
Rumors of gold strikes. When McGaa's story ended, the Wisconsin men moved to Uncle Dick Wootton's store. Here they saw prospectors
outfitting for the mines in the hills and heard rumors of a strike by
George Jackson up Vasquez Creek (now Clear Creek). After inspecting
the settlements of Auraria and Denver and gathering facts from all
sources, the Wisconsin Gold Mining Company decided that gold in paying quantities was not to be found in the immediate locality but beyond
the plains in the mountain gulches. Since the wagons were ready to roll,
they would cross the river on the following morning and head for the
mountains.

The trappers' advice. Returning to the blacksmith shop for a
farewell word with A. H. Barker, they again met the trappers Smith and
McGaa. The Wisconsin men asked for advice about Indians, weather, and
travel in the mountains. Trader Smith's rule for dealing with Indians was
to "treat them right and they will treat you right."
From the trappers' description of the mountains to the west, Godding,
the surveyor, drew a crude map showing the creeks, the mountain ranges,
the passes through them, and the trappers' trails. As to the weather, it was
uncertain but men could always make a shelter of boughs and there was
plenty of wild game. "Take a supply of beans, flour, and salt pork," they
were advised. Wagons and oxen should be left on the plains; burros or
horses were more useful for carrying loads in the mountains. The trappers
told where gold was rumored to have been picked up.
The Murals. On their last evening in the settlements, the men of
the Wisconsin Company dined at the Eldorado Hotel in an atmosphere of
refinement which they had not known for many weeks. The Count and
Countess Murat had somehow achieved an air of distinction in the twostory building in this frontier town.
The Murats had come to Auraria with a party of Germans in 1858.
The count, reputed to be a relative of Napoleon, fled from France to
avoid capture when Napoleon was conquered. Following the Rhine River
into Germany, the fugitive found employment on one of the large estates
along the Rhine River. A romance developed between the count, posing
as a farm hand, and one of the baron's daughters. When the penniless
count revealed his identity, the young lady's family consented to their
marriage and, aided by the bride's family, the newlyweds crossed the
ocean. Here, on the last frontier at the foot of the Rocky Mountains, the
young people felt safe from former enemies.
The nobleman became a barber. His wife washed clothes. She was a
German girl who had been well trained in household management, so
together they were persuaded to open a hotel badly needed in Auraria.
Count Henry Murat and his wife Katrina welcomed the Wisconsin
men to the fashionable two-story log building, the Eldorado Hotel, at
1249 Tenth Street. The cooking and snatches of conversation in German
especially delighted Robert Hauck, bringing back memories of his own
childhood home.
The evening was a pleasing end to their stay in the Cherry Creek
settlements as well as an auspicious beginning for the gold-seeking
expedition to the mountains.
During the following winter about thirty cabins were built in the
Cherry Creek camps. The promoters of both settlements busied themselves with preparations for the great rush of gold seekers expected in the
spring. The Wisconsin men were the forerunners of this.
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White-topped prairie schooners drawn by oxen or mule teams were the mark of westward
progress. On their difficult journey, the migrators were frequently guided by mountain men.

Gold Seekers Rushed to the Mountains
How swift and clear the river flowed at the base of the bluffs, already
called Highlands, on that April Fool's Day, 1859! At the end of Ferry
(Eleventh) Street traders Smith and McGaa ferried the wagons of the
Wisconsin Gold Mining Company across the Platte. Ascending the steep
rise, the wagons traveled on through the clear air like ships upon the sea.
Their white covers shining like billowing sails marked the way to the
mountain gulches and gold!
The shining splendor of the rugged mountain ridges seemed to surround them. The men from Wisconsin saw Pikes Peak, wreathed in
clouds, seventy-five miles to the southeast and Longs Peak, lofty and
austere, about the same distance to the northwest. Between them extended
a granite mountain wall and towering high near its center was a white and
lofty summit, Mount Evans, surrounded by lesser peaks. Centuries earlier
the Indians beholding the magnificent vision had given the snowy ranges
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the name Shining Mountains, but the practical Anglo-Americans called
them the Rockies. Later these pioneers would come to know that in those
Shining Mountains glaciers move slowly but powerfully, that there blizzards and thunderstorms begin and the waters of the continent are born.
The wagons reached the base of the Front Range where the foothills,
gulches, and mountain slopes were thickly overgrown by native forests
of pine, spruce, fir, and, scattered among them, the aspen.
Golden, 1859. The little clearing opening before them proved to
be at Tom Golden's spring, which later became the town of Golden. One
of the cabins was built the previous fall by George A. Jackson and his
partners, Tom Golden and James Sanders. Here the rumor was confirmed
that Jackson was now working a valuable placer mine in a nearby
gulch.
The Wisconsin men hired as guide a man who had come to the
Cherry Creek settlements with their friend, Barker. Following the trappers' advice that every man should travel on foot in the mountains, they
built a corral in which to leave their livestock and wagons.
Each man now looked upon himself as a miner. He sorted out from
his supplies camping equipment and grub as well as pick, shovel, and
gold pan. Following Clear Creek they traversed Golden Gate Canyon
and finally reached the hot mineral springs, Idaho Springs, where great
excitement prevailed.
Jackson's strike. One man had braved the winter cold to continue
his search for gold in the mountains. He was George Jackson, an Indian
trader and miner. Searching along Clear Creek he ran short of food and
lived on the mountain sheep and elk that he shot. On the morning of
January 7, 1859, he moved up the creek to a spot near the present site of
Idaho Springs. Noticing a sandbar, he built a fire to thaw the earth; then
digging with his knife, he found a quantity of fine gold and also a
nugget. Later he reported: "After a good supper I went to bed and
dreamed of riches galore in that bar. My mind ran upon it all night long.
I dreamed about all sorts of things—a fine house and good clothes, a
carriage and horses, travel, what I would take to the folks down in old
Missouri and everything you could think of—I had struck it rich. There
were millions in it." The next day he hurried back to Golden to tell his
partners of his luck. After a trip to Denver and to Fort Laramie, he returned to his claim in the spring. There were millions in it, but Jackson
got very little.
The secret of his strike leaked out. A settlement known both as
Jackson Bar and Sacramento City, now Idaho Springs, sprang up. The
streamlet near which Jackson panned several thousand dollars in gold at
once became known as Chicago Creek because twenty-two men from
Chicago had arrived in April and had begun prospecting. The news of
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Jackson's strike brought a wild stampede into Clear Creek Canyon. Jackson soon organized the Chicago Mining Company which became the
first profitable large-scale mining venture in the Pikes Peak country.
The Wisconsin men joined in the prospecting, glad of the chance to
work with experienced placer miners. Sending one of their number back
to their base of supplies at Golden's spring, they instructed him to bring
back horses for pack animals. Burros had not yet replaced horses as the
prospector's companion on mountain trails. The Wisconsin men prospected along both forks of Clear Creek, reaching Gregory's "diggin's" on
a May day shortly after Gregory made his great gold discovery. The Wisconsin men staked out claims near Black Hawk and went to work.
Gregory lode. John H. Gregory was wintering in Fort Laramie in
1858 when he heard about the gold discovery on Dry Creek. He set out
in January 1859 to prospect along the eastern foothills, little realizing the
rigors of the winter weather in the mountains. Gradually the experienced
miner worked south along the foothills prospecting the Cache La Poudre
and other streams. Reaching Vasquez Fork (Clear Creek) he followed it
and came to the vicinity of the Blackhawk of today. Here he found some
color and felt certain he had located gold. Lacking supplies, he worked
his way down the valley, depending on hunting to obtain food. Finally
he chanced upon the now vanished mining camp, Arapahoe City, which
in 1859 was situated on Clear Creek below Golden. Disheartened and
down-and-out, Gregory told his story to David K. Wall of Indiana. Having faith in the experienced miner, Wall grubstaked him.
Accompanied by a small party, Gregory set out about May 1, 1859,
and reached the place where a few months before he had seen indications
of a gold deposit. On May 6, 1859, the Gregory lode(a vein containing
metallic ore and filling a well-defined fissure in the rocks) was discovered
in a ravine less than three miles long. In the gulch end on the neighboring
hills, he located the heart of one of the richest mining regions in the
world, later known as the Little Kingdom of Gilpin.
Gregory sold his claim for $21,000; he had previously sent $15,000
to his family in Georgia. Gregory was later heard of in Texas. Frank
Waters in his book The Colorado states that Gregory returned to Colorado and disappeared in the mountains; one of the many who discovered
riches, yet who died in poverty.
Rush to the mountains. The news of the strikes of Jackson and
Gregory and of a third one at the mouth of Boulder Canyon spread like
wildfire. Out of the East poured thousands of gold seekers. In the summer
of '59 gulches and canyons of the Front Range swarmed with prospectors
and miners. In the Clear Creek region all available space was covered
with tents, wagons, and an occasional cabin. In the ravine at "Gregory's
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In 1859, John Gregory, a lone prospector
from Georgia, made the first gold lode discovery
in Colorado. In the rush that followed
fortunes were made overnight. Sluice boxes and
pans were used in mining.

Diggins" were five thousand people. All classes were represented: collegians, lawyers, politicians, slaveholders, slaves, freemen, and criminals.
All the men carried deadly weapons with which to protect themselves.
Without comfortable homes and the companionship of families, many
spent their time in saloons gambling away their possessions: money, firearms, clothing, teams, and wagons, everything of value they owned.
Thefts, robberies, murders, and outrages of all sorts were committed.
Since the protection of the Federal Government was lacking, attempts
were made to set up a form of government to maintain law and order.
The vigilante committees that were formed meted out justice sparingly.
A common goal. In this strange gathering there was only one
thought, the hope of gain through mining or business connected with it;
all were hopeful. College graduates, members of wealthy families reared
in luxury, and the ignorant, poor, and uneducated were united as brothers
in a common purpose; each firmly resolved not to go back home until he
had made his pile.
Gold estimated to be worth twenty dollars an ounce was found mainly
in the gravel and sand of gulches and stream beds. Yields varied from
nothing to hundreds of dollars a day.
As the Clear Creek camps became overcrowded, the prospectors
spread over the mountains. Groups crossed from Boulder Creek to Clear
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William Green Russell, a miner from Georgia, organized the first party that came to prospect in the Pikes Peak Region. They arrived at the junction of Cherry Creek and the Platte
River on June 23, 1858.

Creek, and from the North Fork to the South Fork of the stream. Crossing
the Continental Divide, they scattered over all western ranges and the
mining areas of Colorado. Some prospectors worked on their claims
during the winter of 1859-1860 enjoying the novel experience of a mild,
pleasant season.
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Among those who hurried to the new territory was William Green
Russell. There he found a rich gold field, three miles from Gregory's
mine, in a section now named for him, Russell Gulch. His search for gold
was finally rewarded.
Auraria, Denver City, and the gold rush. Denver City and Auraria, on the road to the gold fields, soon assumed great importance.
Auraria, had a ferry, for in those days, before there were so many
people to use the water, the Platte River carried four times the present
volume. Moreover, after the seven-hundred mile trip across the wilderness
of Kansas and Nebraska, the gold seekers had to stop to reorganize their
outfits in preparation for the difficult journey over the trails to the mines.
Many pioneers, sensing the opportunities for business, stayed in the settlements. In June of 1859, the towns had about one thousand persons and
three hundred buildings, many unfinished and roofless and most made
of pine logs.
Go backs. Most gold seekers who had come without money or
provisions were compelled to work as common laborers at from one to
three dollars a day and board. Others who did not find gold after two or
three days' search or who disliked the work, left the mines in disgust
declaring there was no gold in paying quantities. Such excuses were sometunes used by the weak to explain their return to the states. The mining
camp was no place for a man who could not face difficulties and hardships.
Of the more than one hundred thousand who took part in the gold
rush to Pikes Peak, many never journeyed to the mountains. Of the fifty
thousand who reached the mountains, the majority did not find gold. The
result was a stampede to the Missouri River in which thousands of persons
returned to the states.
Wisconsin prospectors. The Wisconsin men did not give up. They
crossed the range from the South Fork of Clear Creek and, after prospecting the upper Platte, entered South Park. There they crossed the
Continental Divide to the upper reaches of the Arkansas River. Among
the first to reach California Gulch near the site of Leadville, four members
of the company staked claims; the others continued to the headwaters of
the Blue River near Breckenridge and located a paying lode. For the
remainder of the season they worked on claims.
In September, when the first snow fell, the men accustomed to the
heavy snows of Wisconsin prepared to return immediately to the plains.
They made snowshoes out of pine branches woven together with buckskin
thongs. Meeting at Breckenridge, the partners emptied all the gold into
one big bag to be divided equally among them later. Reaching Clear
Creek the entire party crossed Dory Pass between Black Hawk and Guy
Hill. They then followed the ridge to Rollinsville and Nederland where
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a mountain stream seemed to rise in a blue pool edged with snow. The
clear, sparkling stream was given the name Boulder River because of the
great number of huge boulders strewn over the land at the canyon s
mouth.
As the winter snow receded from the mountainside in the spring of
1860, the men of the Wisconsin Gold Mining Company set to work
building a permanent camp at the mouth of Boulder Canyon. Enjoying
the warm sunshine in the bracing morning air, the partners, armed with
axes for felling trees, took their usual path to the mountain side. But all
was not as usual, for a casual glance upward showed Indian teepees on
the plateau.
The partners before leaving Dodge County, Wisconsin, had agreed
not to molest the Indians. Believing it was best to show neither interest
nor alarm, the men spent the day as usual cutting timber and hauling it
to camp. They said, "Let the Indians come to us."
The next day the chief and six braves came to the camp. Their manner
was surly. Gruffly the chief spoke, "What for you build hard houses on
Arapaho ground? You kill our game, birds, animals!" By signs the men
showed the chief that they wanted to pay for the land and invited the
Indians to eat dinner with them. The chief explained that he spoke English
well because as a child he had been sent to live with soldier friends in
order to learn the white man's ways.
After dinner the Wisconsin men again attempted to pay for the land.
Chief Newot, known also as Left Hand, asked if they were after
the land
to plant corn on. The partners replied,"We want to build cabins to keep
warm when it is cold." Holding up their pouches well-fille
d with gold,
they again asked, "How much do you want?"
Left Hand answered, "No pay now. I come back
in six days." True
to his word Left Hand returned after six days
with the message saying
that the head chief agreed to their staying. The
Indians often returned to
the camp bringing gifts of antelope or deer, or
perhaps a brace of ducks,
quail, or geese.
When the cabins at the Boulder River camp were finished
and the
corrals built, the Wisconsin Gold Mining Company transferre
d the
remainder of their wagons, oxen, and supplies from
Golden to the new
camp. When the snow receded from the upper ranges,
the partners
returned to their mining claims across the Divide.
During the first week in October, Left Hand with a
large party of
braves visited the camp. He asked if his friends wanted ground
to plant
corn on. "It depends on what your chief wants for
the ground," they
replied.
Left Hand answered that the head chief had said, "Enough land for
red brother and white brother both."
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Left Hand told the men of the Wisconsin Gold Mining Company to
select land any place they wished. A choice was not difficult to make
since they had already noticed which sites had particular advantages.
In addition, they selected land adjoining their camp for a site which was
appropriately named Boulder. The men planned to work on the land
claims when they were not able to placer mine in the mountains. When
Colorado was organized as a territory of the United States in 1861, the
men secured deeds according to the law. The partners made a final
division of the gold carried home in the big bag and dissolved the
Wisconsin Gold Mining Company. They felt that mining was too precarious an occupation and, having made a stake, they now sought security.
All except John Jay became farmers, but some did not give their full
time and attention to farming. Mackey, a good carpenter, also had an
aptitude for business; he succeeded as a builder and later became a banker.
He left a large sum of money to the University of Colorado to build an
auditorium. The beautiful structure on the Boulder Campus, the Mackey
Auditorium, is named for him. Squires sold his plotted site to men from
the East who developed the town site of Boulder City; he returned to
Ohio to live. In 1868, Robert Hauck married a German girl, Ernestine
Lange, whose brother ran a bakery in Black Hawk. Daily and Plumb
brought their wives from the East and these three friends together with
their families lived on neighboring claims in Boulder Valley. Godding
and Buck also remained farmers. Today, children and grandchildren of
these '59ers still live in the South Platte Valley.

The Mines of Clear Creek Gave Birth to Colorado
The section of the Eastern Slope embracing Clear Creek and Gilpin
counties is known as the birthplace of Colorado, for on the forks of this
stream the first mines in Colorado were discovered and developed. Golden,
founded by Thomas L. Golden and others at the mouth of Clear Creek
Canyon in June 1859, marked the entrance to the region. Five miles
south of Golden, a town called Mount Vernon pointed the way to the
Upper Clear Creek diggings. Both roads led to Sacramento City, which is
now Idaho Springs. Up the south fork of Clear Creek lay Georgetown,
the center of mining activity of the Clear Creek District. The north fork
led to the Gilpin District.
After John Gregory struck gold in the gulch which now bears his
name, such a tremendous stampede to the district occurred that four
towns emerged almost simultaneously. Mountain City near the Gregory
Diggings was the first. When the gulches and hills overflowed with
miners, Mountain City could not hold them all and Black Hawk, Central
City, and Nevadaville were laid out within a two mile radius.
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Central City was a prosperous town in 1881. Built near the North Fork of Clear Creek,
Central City and its neighbor Black Hawk led the state in gold production
for more than a
quarter of a century.

Little Kingdom of Gilpin. In the 1860s travelers to Central City
and Black Hawk began the climb up Virginia Canyon from Idaho
Springs, which was then a bustling settlement of five hundred people with
a few paying gold mines, prospecting holes, and warm, medicina mineral
l
springs. After seven miles, the travelers reached Central City sprawled
over a treeless hillside with the main street a steep grade.
To the east was
Black Hawk. Nevadaville was just over the hill
in Nevada Gulch. These
places, together with Russell and Gregory Gulches compris
,
ed the gold
district called the Little Kingdom of Gilpin, often said
to have been the
richest square mile on earth.'
William N. Byers suggested the name Central City, since
the place
had sufficient level ground for a townsite and was
equally distant from
Black Hawk and Nevadaville. At that time Byers,
editor of the Rocky
Mountain News, occupied a canvas-roofed residenc
e on the spot. On an
adjoining lot, a butcher opened a shop; other storekee
pers took advantage
of the central location, and a settlement grew up. In the summer
of 1860
the town of Central City was platted and later it absorbed
the older
settlement of Mountain City.
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While gold discoveries continued to be made in all the mining regions
of the state, the principal mining camps clustered around Central City.
Big producers included Gregory, Bob Tail, Gunnell, Treasure Lode, and
Rolling Mill as well as other important lodes. In the late 60s and early
70s, this small county was producing from one-half to three-fourths of the
mineral wealth of the whole Territory of Colorado.
At the beginning of the 70s, Central City was the center of the wealth
and culture of the state. The Colorado Central Railroad reached Black
Hawk in '72, affording cheaper transportation and reducing the cost of
supplies.
In the first parties climbing the trail into Gregory Gulch with rucksacks on their backs, or driving pack mules, there were no women. When
a woman finally appeared with her three small children, the miners gave
three rousing cheers of "Calico! Calico! Calico!" They liked to hear the
baby cry because it reminded them of home. During the first years in
camp, Aunt Clara Brown, five white women, and seven Indians (wives
of miners) comprised the only women living in the camp.
On May 24, 1874, a great fire razed most of the town but upon the
ashes, rose business blocks, churches, schoolhouses, an imposing hotel, and
an attractive opera house. The hastily built huts were replaced by cottages
built along streets cut into the solid rocks of the mountainside. Each
house stood with its back to the mountain, while the sloping green lawn
with gay borders of flowers extended to the retaining wall at the foot of
the property. The streets were reached by steep steps carved into the
mountain. Most of the dwellings were simple one-story houses; some
of the ornate Victorian cottages and two-story dwellings remain today.
The best foods, wines, silver, and elegant furnishings were found in many
unpretentious frame houses. The latest fashions appeared, including
hooped skirts which extended halfway across the narrow sidewalks.
Even in those times attention was given to conditions in the mines,
but there were accidents, sometimes resulting in the death of miners.
Some miners contracted miner's consumption and died at an early age.
When such misfortune struck, it was the custom for the oldest son to take
over the support of the family; consequently, boys as young as twelve
sometimes went to work in a mine or sorted ore in a mill.
In spite of the fact that many transients came and went, there remained in Central City, as in most mining camps, a solid core of
permanent families whose livelihood depended either directly or indirectly
on the mines. Such a family
was that of John and Mary.
Mary, a vivacious girl of eighteen, had come to Central City from
Boston for her health. Here, she found health and also romance when
she met and married John. John was a young Irishman who had worked
45

in the mines in Scotland, and had come to Colorado when he learned of
the gold strikes.
John secured work in the mines and was not lured away by the hope
of finding gold. Staying with the work in which he was experienced, he
advanced steadily from one position of responsibility to another until he
became superintendent of a group of mines.
John and Mary were happy in Central City. One of their daughters
often spoke of everyday life as her family knew it over a period of fifty
years.
Families enjoyed good times together. On a summer's day Mary and
the oldest daughter Mamie would sometimes fix a picnic lunch and the
whole family would spend the day up a gulch at a cool spot chosen
because of its wild beauty. On the long ride home they sang their
favorite songs. Often this family enjoyed reading aloud in the long
winter evenings, one member of the family reading while the others
listened. In her family, Mary was often the chosen reader. The children
loved to listen to their mother. The inflections of her voice and the
changing expression of her face, her eyes twinkling, accusing, or somber,
brought the "book people" into the room, making the story really live.
As the children grew older, she read to them the plays of Shakespeare
and the dramatic poems popular at the time. The cadence of her voice
instilled in her children a love of beauty in words and thought. On Sunday
evenings, John would bring home friends who had no families in Central
City. Mary would read aloud to the group. She encouraged visitors to
select from the books those they would like to have read. This family had
the first Fisher piano, considered the best made at that time, in Central
City. After its arrival, singing was always a part of the entertainment. The
"Little Old Red Shawl My Mother Wore" was a favorite with the boys of
the family.
The people of the town had real community feeling. No one in need
was ever refused by his neighbors. There was little prejudice. The town
supported churches of all denominations and there was tolerance for the
other person's beliefs. Race and creed made little difference.
Activities in Central City were varied. The Temperance Society was
important in the town as were the Woodmen of the World, Daughters
of Erin, the Hibernians, the Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias, and the
Masons. There were glee clubs and choral societies especially among the
experienced miners who had been imported from Cornwall, Ireland, the
Tyrol, Germany, and Wales; these men were noted for their love of
music.
By 1860, Central City was a fine show town. Miners who lacked the
necessary two dollars for admission paid with ore dug out of the ground
with their picks and shovels. The desire of the people for their own opera
46

house was realized when in 1878 one was built, constructed of native
stone by popular subscription. From then on stage and opera celebrities
played the town as a matter of course.
The cradle of Colorado. The political life of the state had its
beginnings in the Gilpin region when the miners set up their own mining
laws and courts while the region was still Indian Territory. Colorado's
two United States Senators, Henry M. Teller and Jerome C. Chaffee, and
its one representative, James B. Belford, elected soon after Colorado was
admitted as a state, all came from Central City. At that time its population was greater than that of Denver. Central City was the birthplace of
Dr. Florence Sabin, one of the country's foremost scientists whose statue
will represent Colorado in Statuary Hall in the nation's Capitol.
By 1917 Gilpin's total mineral yield, mostly gold, exceeded $100
million. Its silver belt was little developed. It did produce some lead and
copper but no zinc. About the turn of the century when the mines began
to close down and the miners' families gradually moved away, houses
which had been filled with life and love became empty shells. By 1920
Central City was almost abandoned. Today, many of the houses are being
transformed into summer homes with modern conveniences. Their occupants attempt to recreate the spirit of culture and warmth of living that
belonged to this worthy Mother of Mining Camps.
Central City is perhaps the best known of all the old Colorado mining
camps because of the widely publicized festival held each summer in the
Opera House. This building, which had been boarded up for years, was
presented to Denver University in 1931 by the heir of one of the original
contractors, Peter McFarlane. Through the sale of memorial chairs, money
was raised by a group of interested citizens, The Central City Opera House
Association. The building was renovated and the faded frescoes were
restored. Under the sponsorship of this same association operas and a play
are presented each summer at a Central City Play and Opera Festival.
During the weeks the opera house is open, the town comes alive with
festivities. Many attend the theatre in old-time costumes; parades and
dances are held in an effort to turn the clock back a century to revive the
fabulous days of the gold and silver mining era in Colorado.

Aunt Clara Brown Was a Heroine of the Gold Rush
The story of Clara Brown, one of the '59ers who didn't go back,
illustrates the importance of the contribution of women to the mining
camps of early days. Aunt Clara earned the esteem of the entire community of Central City. The widely varied elements of the population
felt the influence of her good will, and many experienced her generous
help in time of need. In the restored opera house,.a chair has been dedi47

cated in her honor by the citizens of Central City.4 A story of Colorado
might well be woven around the life of this noble woman.
Clara Brown's quick steps brought her to the wharf beside the
Mississippi River. The bustle and commotion of loading and unloading
the cargoes from up and down the river always fascinated the lonely
woman, while the dress and appearance of arriving and departing travelers gave interesting indications of where they were going and why. But
this day the busy scenes on the wharf of St. Louis, the gateway to the
West in 1859, failed to hold Clara's attention. Her thoughts were far
away in time and place.
She clutched in her hands a paper which told to all the world that
she was a free woman. It recounted that she was born a slave in Virginia,
near Fredericksburg, in 1800; and with her mother was sold at the age
of three to Ambrose Smith.
She recalled that as a child of nine she had heard the master say that
the land along the seaboard was worn out and would no longer yield
abundant crops of tobacco. New land recently opened for settlement in
the region called Kentucky could be had for the taking.
For the most part, each plantation was self-sufficient and many slaves
became expert workmen. Clara shouldered her share of each task in turn
as the dense woods were transformed into cultivated fields and the
frontier home of the master became a hospitable southern mansion.
As Aunt Clara Brown mused on the Mississippi wharf, slaves, young
men of eighteen and twenty, each carrying a barrel of flour, passed before
her holding her gaze for a moment. Perhaps that one
with the smile and
song reminded her of the young man whom she married
when she was
eighteen. Then,she, too, was young and gay.
The years of her married life passed swiftly and happily. On the
plantation, while her duties became fewer, her responsib
ilities increased
in proportion to the greater prosperity of her owner.
In 1835 the master who had depended upon
her efficient management of his household fell ill and died. Then came
the fateful day when
Clara, her husband, two daughters, and a son
were sold to different
purchasers. She again felt numb with grief and
despair when she recalled
the pain of the separation.
Clara, now thirty-five years old, was taken by her
new master, George
Brown, to Russelville, Kentucky. Amid her daily
routine of slave duties,
she mourned for her husband and children about
whose fate she knew
nothing. She would probably never again see any
of them for such was
the lot of an enslaved people. Sitting listlessly on the
bench, facing the
river, she lived again through.the illness and death of
her second master
in 1856. She had given to him more than twenty
years of faithful service.
Her fine character, efficiency, and loyalty had won the love and
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gratitude of the Brown family. They wanted to see Clara freed from
slavery. They were, therefore, determined to sell Clara from the auction
block in order to comply with the law and legalize her freedom. The three
daughters agreed to donate their interest, leaving Clara to pay one-fourth
of the sum for which she was sold. If the bid could be held to $12.00, as
they hoped, that would leave Clara only three dollars to pay to gain her
freedom. The plan of the Browns failed because other bidders put in an
appearance, and they were compelled to bid $475 in order to prevent
Clara from being sold to strangers. Clara's share exceeded the $100 which
she had saved, but her new owner accepted this amount and granted her
a legal release from slavery.
Now that she was free, her first thought was of her lost family. The
Browns helped her to make inquiries and she learned that her husband
and her daughter Margaret were dead. But of her only son Richard and
the one remaining daughter Eliza Jane, she could find no trace. They had
disappeared as completely as if the earth had swallowed them.
As a slave freed in Kentucky, the law required her to reside in
another state; so she rode down the river to St. Louis on a flat boat which
was carrying cotton to New Orleans. She soon found a place where her
excellent cooking insured her steady work and top wages as long as she
wished to remain.
The whistle of a river boat roused her from her recollections. She
looked at the freedom paper in her hand. What did freedom mean to her,
a Negro woman, fifty-nine years old, bereft of
her family? What did
freedom mean in a country where free Negroes had almost as few rights
as did slaves? Had she better creep back to her master's family, return the
freedom paper, and ask for a humble place in his kitchen during her
declining years? Such questions occupied her thoughts as she sat on the
bench near the Father of Waters.
Her eyes were attracted by two men dressed in buckskins loitering
nearby. Trappers and scouts were common enough in St. Louis in 1859.
Mountain men they were called. They would soon be returning to the
West, she mused. While she watched, the mountain men were soon
joined by three well-known gentlemen of the town who eagerly engaged
them in conversation.
Clara had heard the people for whom she worked discuss "gold
diggins on Cherry Creek" and it suddenly occurred to her that, if these
fine young gentlemen were going on this long and hazardous trip, they
would need someone to cook and wash for them. She introduced herself
and offered to accompany
them as a servant if they would transport her
stove, tubs, and washboilers. The young gentlemen who were organizing
a company to join a
large wagon train agreed to take Clara and her rquipment in exchange for her services.
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The Title Guaranty Company.
The mountain men were young, strong, reckless, and fearless. Spurred on by a great desire
for wealth, they blazed the trails for others to follow.

A few days later Aunt Clara, as the young men called her, found
herself in the back seat of a covered wagon part of a long wagon train
wending its way across the plains to the settlements at the mouth of
Cherry Creek, now Denver.
It was a long, weary journey for this caravan of thirty wagons, each
drawn by six yoke of oxen. Rains slowed their progress and wagons
broke down in the mud. The length of the wagon train discouraged
Indian attacks.
Aunt Clara's resourceful mind and skillful hands were occupied in
caring for the sick and exhausted among the immigrants. She was not
afraid of the Indians and was never too busy or too tired to help. The
men, women, and children in the wagons noted only her quick under50
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standing of their needs and her cheerful attendance upon them; her color
was not important.
At first, the wide expanse of the plains was often broken by streams
and trees, then by herds of buffalo and antelopes. Toward the journey's
end the grass was green and prarie flowers bloomed in profusion. One
evening as Clara bent over her washtub, a resolution, which matched in
boldness the great expanse of the prairies, took shape. She resolved to
work harder than ever, save her money, return to Kentucky, and search
for members of her family. She planned to buy their freedom and bring
them to the West.
In June 1859, after eight weeks of travel, the prairie schooners arrived
in Auraria, now West Denver. Aunt Clara stayed only a short time in
Denver. During this time she helped to found the Union Sunday School
opened by two Methodist preachers. Piecing together threads of town
gossip, Aunt Clara concluded that the real miners had gone into the hills
with the coming of summer. Therefore, when she was rested, she packed
up her stove, tubs, and washboilers and followed the rush of prospectors
to Central City. In the booming mining camp she opened a laundry. Her
charge was fifty cents for laundering a blue or a red flannel shirt, a high
price, but men paid it gladly.
Paid services proved to be only a very small part of Aunt Clara's
assistance to others. As on the trail, she gave evidence of her ability as an
excellent nurse and was soon in great demand when illness came. She
helped to organize the first Sunday school in the new camp. Her home
became a hospital, a hotel, a church, or a refuge as the need arose.
Aunt Clara Brown saved most of her earnings although she never
refused to help anyone in need. By 1866 she had accumulated $10,000,
some of which she invested in mining claims. A tall erect woman whose
features were accented by her white hair, she could often be seen on the
mountain side inspecting her property.
The Civil War interrupted her plan to reunite her family. After the
war ended in 1865, she returned to Virginia and Kentucky to search for
her relatives. She found that Eliza Jane had been sold to James Covington
who lived in Logan County, Kentucky, but she had left his service in
1852. Where she went, her mother could not learn. While she did not
find her daughter, she did succeed in locating thirty-four relatives. She
took them all to Leavenworth on the steamboat, purchased a wagon
train, and transported them across the plains to Denver. They settled in
Denver, Georgetown, and Central City. Clara Brown financed other
covered-wagon trains which brought Negro refugees West after 1866.5
The aging woman had seen the accomplishment of much of her life's
purpose. Her relatives were making useful and honorable places for
themselves in the new West. She had worked haficl all her life and she
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was tired. Cenral City like other mining camps was beginning to decline.
For these reasons Aunt Clara came to Denver and built a small cottage
on Arapahoe Street. Here she continued to help her neighbors until ill
health and misfortune overtook her.'
Cherry Creek had lured Clara Brown to the West in the beginning,
and in the end the same Cherry Creek left her penniless. In one of the
sudden floods about which the Indians had warned the first settlers, the
title to her property was lost. It was in a safe that was washed down the
stream. But the people whom she had befriended saw that she did not
want for anything.
However, Aunt Clara had yet to experience the greatest joy in her
life. She never ceased to ask God to restore her daughter to her and at last
her prayer was answered when a former neighbor who had moved to
Iowa located Eliza Jane. Further exchange of letters proved there could
be no mistake. A kind-hearted friend furnished the railway ticket, and
Aunt Clara was soon traveling to Council Bluffs to be reunited with her
daughter.
A reporter from the Nonpareil, a local newspaper, interviewed Clara
and told people far and wide the story of Aunt Clara's great joy. She
returned to Denver and continued to live in the little cottage on Arapahoe Street until her death at the age of eighty-two.'

Georgetown Reigned as Silver Queen of the Rockies
Georgetown was the center of activity on the south fork of Clear
Creek during the early decades of Colorado's history. In the late '60s
and early '70s a driver with a fast-stepping team could make the round
trip from Georgetown to Central City twenty miles away in a day, by
starting early and driving late. The route followed the south fork down
the canyon to Idaho Springs, then up Virginia Canyon seven miles to
Russell Gulch and Central City.
Georgetown still retains some of the simple charm which distinguished it during the days of her reign as Silver Queen of the Rockies
almost a century ago. Sheltered on three sides by the steep walls of
Mount McClellan, Griffith Mountain, and Republican Mountain, the
town nestles in a deep pocket at the foot of Mount Leavenworth. Little
of the wild grandeur upon which the lonely prospector gazed in the summer of 1859 remains. But the Maid of the Mountain,' a rock formation
that resembles an icon in a niche, still watches over the heights, the
valley, and the little town. This statue was the inspiration for an old
Indian legend which related that many autumns ago a landslide from
the mountain completely destroyed a whole tribe of nomad Indians. The
only survivor was a fair Indian maiden. Grief-stricken, she stationed
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herself high in a niche on old Republican Mountain; there she has
remained to guard well this sacred ground.
Discovery of the Griffith Lode. Two brothers, George and David
Griffith, farmers from Kentucky, spent the winter of '58 in the trappers
camp on the South Platte.' Upon hearing the news of Gregory's discovery,
they hurried to his diggings but
found that all the claims had been staked
out. Prospecting further George gradually worked his way down Virginia
Canyon, passing men washing gold on Mill Creek. He persevered in his
search up the Creek for nine miles.
This wild country did not appear to have been prospected before.
Dense masses of willows and lodge pole pines grew high. Beaver dams
were forming ponds which would later become a lake. To get around the
ponds he climbed a hill and stopped to rest at the top. Nearby he noticed
an outcrop of rock
and chipped off a piece. He examined it carefully,
feeling certain that it contained gold. George staked out a claim and
returned to Gregory diggings to tell his brother the news.
The brothers with two companions returned to the claim immediately
and worked all summer.
From the rock crevice George had discovered,
they took $500 in gold.
They named the camp George's Town, later
changed to Georgetown and left for the winter. In the spring of 1860,
the Griffiths returned bringing
with them their father and another brother
and his wife Elizabeth.
The elder Griffith staked out the entire valley as
a homestead ranch
and built a cabin in the middle of it. During the winter
spent at Gregory diggings, the Griffiths had built a stamp mill with which
to crush ore.
Georgetown attracted other adventurers. At a meeting in June 1860,
the laws of the
Griffith Mining District were drawn up. Prospectors
swarmed over the hills and followed the creek up and down, but no one
discovered a lode such as George Griffith had staked out the year before.
An almost white
metal, which brought about $8.00 an ounce, was found
but during a gold rush
no one cared about silver.
Stampede to the silver mines. In September 1864, three men
set out to prospect
Mount McClellan near Georgetown. James Huff, one
of the prospector
s, found a piece of quartz which contained much silver.
He excitedly
pointed out to his two companions the ledge where he got
it and staked
out a claim which he called the August Belmont lode. The
quartz assayed one thousand
ounces of silver to the ton. When the news
of Huff's rich
silver strike spread, a new rush was on. Within a few weeks
two thousand men
were searching for a silver-bearing rock on the mountain. Hundreds of
claims were staked out. Another silver strike was
made by John
Coley about fifteen miles from Georgetown. These two
discoveries started a general stampede to the silve{ mines from the gold
camps, which were beginning
to play out.
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Early in 1864, Georgetown had but four cabins and the surrounding
hills were thickly forested. By fall the hills were stripped of their timber
to provide lumber to build cabins for the growing camp and for the
timbering of tunnels which were being bored into the mountains. By 1866
two camps, separated by beaver dams, filled the space at the head of the
valley. The original camp was situated beside the creek on the flat below
Leavenworth Mountain. Here the first prospectors constructed their
dwellings. The second settlement was named Elizabethtown after Griffith's sister-in-law. When the region was granted a postoffice in 1866,
both camps at a public meeting agreed to incorporate under the name
Georgetown. Because of the rapid growth of the settlement, a movement
was started to change the county seat from Idaho Springs, a mere hamlet,
to the growing metropolis. In a special election in 1868, Georgetown won
by a large majority.
Silver Queen of the Rockies." In the late sixties the silver boom
was underway and Georgetown was its center. With the discovery of the
Anglo-Saxon lode, in which ore assayed at $23,000 a ton, still more men
rushed to the silver town. The Argentine district produced both gold and
silver. Silver Plume started in 1870, and Empire, begun in 1860, continued to produce. As more mines were developed in the area, the population grew and Georgetown became known as the Silver Queen of the
Rockies.
The town became a business and transportation center. Concord
coaches, replaced by railroad cars in 1877, arrived daily from Denver
crowded with adventurers. These new arrivals were bent upon becoming
rich by digging a fortune from the earth, by establishing a business, or by
rendering professional services. The streets were crowded with freighters'
wagons bringing in supplies and with burro trains packing them to
mining camps as far away as the Argentine district west of the town.
Capital became available for both public buildings and for private enterprises. A branch of the Central City Bank conducted business. In the
'70s and '80s money was quickly made and freely spent.
Volunteer fire companies were the center of pioneer life. Probably
the attention paid to fire fighting was the reason that Georgetown was
the only great mining camp in Colorado never leveled by fire. Three
quaint fire houses still stand: Old Missouri, Alpine Hose Company, and
the Star Hook and Ladder Company.
In 1872, Georgetown settled comfortably amid silver-veined mountains housed a population of fifteen hundred people. The majority like
the Griffith brothers and James Huff engaged in mining, but many
business men arrived daily. One was Louie Cohen, who sold yard goods
to his customers. Howard C. Chapin managed the Barton House after
having served a term at teaching night school. Many a professional and
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business man began his career by teaching one or two terms, Senator
Wolcott among them. Fourteen lawyers served the needs of the district.
Pope and Wolcott, attorneys and counselors-at-law, were among the most
Prominent. Judge Pope, a chivalrous, aristocratic southern gentleman,
considered the new game of baseball fun and liked amateur theatricals.
Edward Oliver Wolcott, his law partner, later became United States
Senator from Colorado. People of high and low stations in life used their
various abilities and talents to guide the first hesitating steps of the newly
born territory.
During the 1880s silver reigned supreme. From 1860 to 1893, the
boom time of the camp, the Georgetown mines produced $200,000,000
in gold, silver, copper, and lead. When the big mines were producing, a
railroad was built to Silver Plume to haul ore to the smelter in Georgetown. Beginning in the late '80s changes in national and world affairs
brought a drop in the price of silver. Since the whole economy of many
mining towns in Colorado was built upon the high price of silver, the big
mines around Georgetown reduced their output; even this was not
sufficient to keep up the price of silver. By 1893, unemployed miners
added to the misery caused by droughts, crop failures, and the closing of
factories. Georgetown was caught in the panic of 1893 that engulfed the
entire nation.
Silver never regained its value. When the big mines in the district
closed, people began to leave Georgetown and the population dropped to
a few hundred. In
1933 higher prices for gold and silver caused many
mines to reopen. The 1950 census showed a population of 329 persons.
Today, Georgetown is a recreation center retaining much of its Victorian
flavor and all of its superb setting.
Village of Victorian homes. From the first, Georgetown, more
than most Colorado mining
towns, was a city of homes. Many of the
early miners came from
New England or the Middle West; they built
their new homes as much as possible
like those to which they were
accustomed. Some of these houses still stand behind the original picket
fences and stone walls. Outstanding examples of the Victorian architecture which was most commonly used
are the Graham House, Hamill
House, and Maxwell House.
Hamill House, preserved as a museum, was built in 1867 by General
William A. Hamill, one of Colorado's early mining millionaires; he
rebuilt the house in the years 1874-1882. Carefully preserved are the
.gold and
silver-plated chandeliers, the beautiful parquet floors, and the
imported Carrara marble and onyx fireplaces. In the center of the lawn a
cast-iron fountain ornamented with rams' heads may still be seen. The
walls of the parlor are
covered with imported hatid-flocked wallpaper;
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Denver Public Library Western Collection.
The Hotel de Paris in Georgetown remains very much as Louis Dupuy left it. The crouching
lion over the gateway added to the splendor of the architecture.

the raised figures made of powdered wool are attached by sizing or
varnish to the wallpaper.
The once-famous Maxwell House still dominates a hill at the upper
end of the town. It is painted a soft pink, a very popular color in the
town. The cupolas and dormered windows of the house are trimmed in
a deeper color.
A famous hotel. The Hotel de Paris retains some suggestio
ns of its
former glory. It was built by Louis Dupuy, a mysterious Frenchman
whose fantastic life seems more like fiction than reality. He had been a
journalist in Paris, London, and New York. His real name was Adolphe
Francois Gerard. Born to wealth and position, he squandered his inheritance and became a drifter and adventurer. He came to Georgetown and
might have wandered away again except for a serious injury incurred in
a mine explosion.
A collection taken up by the townspeople established him in business.
He bought a building and remodeled it for an inn, doing most of the
work himself. He sent abroad for the finest engravings, statuary, and
furnishings. The inn became famous for its continental delicacie
s and its
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cultured proprietor. Dupuy was a master cook and prepared all the food
himself.
In 1892, a library was built housing 3,000 volumes all selected personally by Dupuy with great care. Few people were permitted to visit
the library and examine the handsomel bound volumes with their excely
lent illustrations. Louis Dupuy brought refinement to the granite slopes
of the Rockies, yet
he had few friends in Georgetown because of his
arrogance and his avowed hatred of women.
Visitors to the hotel will find it much as Dupuy left it. The lion
guarding the gate, the metal stag decorating the wall, and the statue of
Justice on the peak of the roof still remain although they have lost much
of the bright gilt which
once covered them.
The National Society of Colonial Dames bought Hotel de Paris and
has spent much time and
effort maintaining it and putting it in shape as
a museum. They
plan to present it when it is clear of debt to the Colorado
State Historical Society.
One may still admire and wonder at the vision of the pioneers who
brought both comfort and culture to their new homes. Even the trees
shading the streets in Georgetown are special trees, not native, planted
by early settlers
who came to the valley to make permanent homes.

Leadville Boom Drew Miners and Speculators to the
Top of the World
The town of Leadville sprang up upon the site of an old gold camp
bearing the Spanish name for gold, Oro City. In 1860, there was a rush
to California
Gulch near the headwaters of the Arkansas River. Here Abe
Lee, a Georgian, shouted
one day, "Boys, I've got the hull of Californy
in this pan!"
The gulch, indeed, proved to be one of the richest placer
diggings in Colorado. In the summer of 1860, the town was organized
to serve 5,000
miners, some of whom made small fortunes. Here H. A.
W. Tabor opened a general
store and his wife Augusta assisted him. By
spring, the gulch was worked out and the place almost deserted.
Ways of recovering gold in greater amounts were found, and in 1874
two men, William
H. Stevens and A. B. Wood,came to California Gulch
to work the
old placer dumps. They discovered that the heavy black
sand which had clogged
the sluices was rich in carbonate of lead carrying
Silver and that both
metals were valuable. Stevens and Wood bought up
claims which looked promising. Soon
the three Gallager brothers located
Other claims which netted
them $250,000. Rumors of pay ore began to
circulate and the rush was on.
Boom town. The Leadville boom began in 1878 and the camp
became a city with
great speed. At first any sort ot shelter was sufficient
for
prospectors—tents, cabins, and dugouts. A huge tent, provided with
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The Title Guaranty Company
The Crystal Palace in Leadville, made entirely of ice, was a huge structure 325 feet long
and 435 feet wide. At the entrance stood a tall ice statue of a woman symbolizing the
spirit of Leadville.

three tiers of bunks separated by calico curtains, accommodated one
thousand men. The owner collected one thousand dollars a night. In a
few years the streets were lined with frame houses. A committee chose
the name Leadville rather than Bough Town, suggested because of the
great number of trees, or Cloud City because of its high altitude. The
city grew like magic. In 1877, there were probably 200 people in the
whole region and only a few log cabins on the site of Leadville. By the
end of 1878, there were 5,000 persons, and the census of 1880 reported
14,800.'1
Rents were high and water selling for fifty cents a barrel was scarce.
Hay, also scarce, brought from $60 to $120 a ton. Nearly everyone wore
a revolver at night; people walked down the middle of the street for
safety and speed. The unwary miner could lose his new-found wealth in
gambling saloons more quickly than he had found it in the hills. The
largest gambling bets were those in which the mines themselves were
the stakes; hence, many mines changed hands after a game of cards.
The first discovery of importance in the region was made by George
Fryer and his partner on what is now Fryer's Hill. The next bonanza was
the Little Pittsburgh from which H. A. W.Tabor made a fortune. Horace
Tabor symbolizes Leadville's amazing history.'
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The Tabor story began when August Resche, a shoemaker, and his
friend George Hook were attracted to Leadville by rumors of gold.
Horace Tabor, the storekeeper in Oro City, grubstaked the prospectors.
The supply of provisions made Tabor an equal partner in whatever the
two prospectors might discover. At the bottom of a thirty-foot shaft which
they had dug, they discovered a large, rich body of ore naming it the
Little Pittsburgh; later Hook sold his interest to his partners for $98,000
cash. Senator Chaffee purchased George Freyer's New Discovery mine
and
andimmediately resold it at twice the purchase price to Tabor
Little
the
Resche who wished to strengthen their title to the wealth of
Pittsburgh. Officers of the First National Bank in Denver, Senator Chaffee and David H. Moffat, bought Resche's interests in this and other
mines for $262,500.00. These men organized the Little Pittsburgh Consolidated Company with Tabor as one of the trustees and a capital stock
of $20,000,000.
A fortune for Tabor. He bought a salted mine, a worthless shaft
into which had been dumped rich ore. Buying up surrounding claims, he
mined a million and a half dollars' worth of ore and sold the property
for an amount equal to what he had taken out of it. At one time, when
the Matchless mine was working, he received from it monthly returns of
richest
$100,000. Other mines paid well and Tabor was known as the
as
him
man in Colorado. The fall of the price of silver in 1893 ruined
obtained
well as other mining men. When he lost his wealth, old friends
for him an appointment as postmaster in Denver. He died penniless in
1899.
In the retelling of the discoveries of rich strikes, the facts are so
clouded that the stories have become legends rather than history. Such is
the story of the Little Jonny Mine. On the top of Jonny Hill is the mine
that made the former English sea captain, John Campion, a multimilto
lionaire. Equipped with pick and shovel, he asked a geologist where
and
dug
n
dig. "Under that tree," the scientist absently replied. Campio
found the Little Jonny, later one of the richest mines in Leadville. Other
famous mines were the Printer Boy, Little Chief, Morning Star belonging
to John Routt. later governor of Colorado, and Robert E. Lee owned by
the Boettcher family. The hills seemed to be lined with silver.
was
Smelters. So many rich mines were developed that a smelter
1880,
In
in.
built but proved inadequate to handle all the ore brought
there were eleven or twelve operating lead smelters, and several reduction
plants were established as still more paying mines were opened up. The
only
Importance of smelters to the development(.4 the region was second
to that of the mines.
AusThe demand for labor in the plants brought in,large numbers of
when
trians, Croats, Serbs, and Slovenes. Many of these left the smelters
59

they found they could get better wages in the mines. This brought a
second group of laborers, mostly Mexicans and Spanish-Americans, who
replaced other nationalities in the smelting industry.
Meyer Guggenheim, a Jewish immigrant, and his son Simon were
prominent in mining and smelting activities in Leadville. Meyer, a native
of Switzerland, came to the United States in 1874. While selling glue and
stove polish, he mastered English bit by bit. Later, he learned to make the
glue himself, saved his money, and became a prosperous merchant who
sold Swiss embroideries. The firm expanded in 1881, becoming Guggenheim and Sons. As the business began to decline, Meyer was glad to listen
to R. B. Graham's proposition to obtain an option on two Leadville mines;
they were flooded, but both men were sure that there was enough ore to
make them rich. Guggenheim put up the necessary money, and the two
men became equal partners. Within six months the production netted
more than $100,000 a month. Simon, Meyer's son, came to Colorado in
1892 and father and son built a great financial organization based on
mining and smelting operations.
Prosperity throughout Colorado. The Leadville boom stimulated other industries which supplied lumber, coal, transportation, housing,
personal services, and public utilities. In 1880, the tracks of the Denver
and Rio Grande Western advanced up the Arkansas to the camp. The
Denver and South Park Railroad soon entered from the north.
The success in Leadville revived the search for precious metals in
other parts of the state. The rich silver-bearing ores of Aspen were discovered. The Tincup district began to produce in 1880. The San Juan
Mountains towered over two beautifully located towns which grew
up
when the mines around them were developed. Ouray was named after
the famous Ute chief, and Telluride bears the name of a rich compound
of gold and silver. Gunnison was the center of mining activity, also.
While some wealth flowed out of the state to reimburse foreign
captital which was necessary to develop the mines, many of the fortunes
were largely reinvested in Colorado. Simon Guggenheim
gave buildings
to the School of Mines, Colorado University, and to the Colorado
Agricultural and Mechanical College besides providing $400,000 for various
educational institutions in his will. Tabor's fortune was entirely reinvested
in Colorado. Moffat, too, spent his wealth in building railroads and in
the industrial development of the state. John R. Campion and Charles
Boettcher invested in the sugar-beet industry. Many Leadville fortunes
were invested in Denver property when wealthy mine owners built their
homes there.
Leadville's decline began in 1881. Some of the largest and most
celebrated mines were nearing exhaustion because of wasteful production. One by one the banks closed. Many of the mining kings left the city
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Colorado Department of Highways.
Ouray was founded in 1875 when rich silver lodes were discoverpd in the surrounding hills.
The section of the
highway visible is a part of the Million Dollar Highway, so named
because of the gold-bearing gravel with which it was first surfaced.
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Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad.
Mount Massive, 14,418 feet high, is a great
double-peaked mountain near Leadville. The
residents there think it looks taller than its
rivals, Mount Elbert and Mount Harvard.

for Denver. Fire destroyed the Grant Smelter, a
few hotels, and several
stores.
The real blow fell in 1893 when the mints in
India ceased buying
silver for coinage. The depression of 1893,
severe in all parts of the
nation, sent the price of silver tumbling. Those
were the days of panic
and gloom for Leadville. The fabulous era of
silver had ended.
Since then Leadville owes its prosperity less to
silver than to the
large lead, zinc, and manganese deposits in
the vicinity. The growth of
agriculture, ranching, and tourist business have recently contributed to
the city's welfare. The development of the
molybdenum deposits at
Climax has had a beneficial-effect on growth and
business in Leadville.
At the foot of a long hill in Leadville is the
Arkansas Valley Smelter,
for years the big industry in the city. Around it
clusters the shanties and
cabins of its foreign workers, Czechs, Slovaks, and Bohemians." Each
morning the people of Leadville look at the big
stack. If it is sending
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forth smoke, they are content for that is a sign of continuing employment for them.
Eagle Mine on Battle Mountain. In the mining stampede, prospectors crossed Tennessee Pass from Leadville and other mining fields.
Battle Mountain became honeycombed with their diggings. Many struck
it rich. The Groundhog, Star of the West, and the Belden were among
the paying properties. The discovery of the Iron Mast resulted when a
Prospector, Alex McDonald, dreamed of finding riches in a certain spot
on Battle Mountain. He struck a rich silver lode at a depth of five feet.
The mine was often called McDonald's Dream. It proved a bonanza, but
the fortune rolled through his hands and he died penniless.
These workings became the base of the New Jersey Zinc Company's
vast operations at Gilman which have been in constant production for
over thirty-five years. The mine furnished zinc and lead for two world
wars with its materials going into every line of military equipment.
From Gilman the concentrates are taken to the company's smelter
at Canon City for extraction of gold, silver, lead, and copper. The various
metals are then sent to other plants to be processed. The zinc is sent to
Depew, Illinois, where pure plate zinc is made. Zinc is chiefly used for
die casts which make mass production possible. Sulphur in various forms
is another important product.
A large percentage of the miners own their own homes in Red Cliff,
Mmturn, Eagle, and other towns close by. The prosperity of these communities is closely linked with that of the mines, for from them comes
the livelihood of the workers and their families.

Cripple Creek Sprouted in a Pasture on Pikes Peak
1

In a green pasture, high on a shoulder of Pikes Peak, sprouted one of
the most celebrated gold camps in the Rockies. Bob Womack, a cowboy,
believed that there was gold in Pikes Peak, even though prospectors
from the time of the fifty-niners had unsuccessfully hunted across its
Slopes, and experts had declared that gold could not occur in the volcanic
rock formation of the area. The other cowboys laughed at Bob's persistent
digging on his claim in Poverty Gulch which he called The Chance.
When he was not ranching or working as a cowhand for other ranchers,
he was prospecting. Finally in 1891, when the depth of the hole reached
forty-eight feet, he struck a vein which glistened with sylvanite. The ore
which he displayed attracted attention, and other miners, the majority
from Colorado Springs, began to look around. When Bob was offered
$500 for his claim he promptly sold it. His eagerness for ready money,
which was soon spent, cost him a fortune. As soon as news of the strike
spread, men began flocking to the lonely cattle land, staking claims all
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Denver Public Library Western Collection.
Photo by I-I. S. Poley

The arrival of the stage coach was an exciting time for the townspeople of Cripple Creek.
Most of the stage lines used the famous Concord coaches. They were well-built with seats
for nine passengers inside and with an upper deck for the use of hardy souls.

over the six-mile square. Prospectors were followed by speculators and
town-site promoters.
Cripple Creek. Hundreds of wagons lined the road from Florissant
to Cripple Creek and emptied their loads of supplies and men at the new
placer fields. A straggling settlement of tents and cabins sprang up in
Squaw Gulch which was included in the eight-acre town plotted by the
owners of the cattle ranch. The land had been homesteaded originally by
Bob Womack's father. Lots were eagerly bought by the hordes who
poured in. The population quickly rose to 4,000 persons. A newspaper
was published. When a mining district was formed in the fall of 1891,
both town and district were named Cripple Creek for the twisting little
stream at the foot of the mountain where it was rumored that many
cattle were lamed or broke their legs on the rocks while crossing it.
Big mine discoveries. The year 1893 saw the discovery and beginning of development of the big mines of the district. After the drop in
the price of silver in 1893, thousands of miners were thrown out of work
by the closing down of the silver camps. Many idle miners flocked to the
new gold camp. Soon the grassy hillsides were dotted with buildings of
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assorted shapes and sizes, scarred shafts, tunnels, and ditches; ore roads
and trails ran in every direction. In order to develop the mines properly,
W.S. Stratton, a former Colorado Springs carpenter, and other farsighted
pospectors drew mining men to the camp. From among the army of
promoters, mining engineers, and mine superintendents who contributed
to the prosperity of the boom town, only a few are mentioned in this
chapter. Cripple Creek gold made many millionaires.
Mines, hills, and mountains quickly received names, sometimes poetic,
but always significant to the one bestowing the title. Among the elevations were hills named Globe, Gold, Tenderfoot, Mineral, and Raven.
Some of the mountains were Squaw, Grouse, and Battle. Names given
the mines include the Hub, Blue Bell, Ironclad, Marguerite, Princess, Star
of the West, and Tam O'Shanter. Some of the largest producers over the
years bore these names: Independence, Cresson, Golden Cycle, Ajax,
El Paso (developed on Womack's discovery by the Gold King Mining
Company), Isabella, Mary McKinney, and the Portland. Such names
reflected the hopes, ambitions, and ideals of their owners.
Fire, scourge of mining camps. As Cripple Creek grew, business
blocks, mostly built of wood, became numerous. The National Hotel,
the largest and tallest building
in the city, was completed in February
1896. It was equipped with its own electric light plant and boasted an
elevator. On April 25, 1896, the whistle at the Mocking Bird Mine
sounded a fire alarm as clouds of smoke poured from a building on
Meyers Avenue. Flames spread rapidly. Buildings were blown up in an
attempt to control the blaze. Fire departments from Victor, Florence,
Colorado Springs, and Denver rushed to the aid of the stricken city. Before the fire could be brought under control, most of the city was in ruins.
On the twenty-ninth, only four days later, the weary citizens found
it necessary to fight an
even bigger fire. When the flames died down,
almost nothing was left of the homes which had housed ten thousand
people. The townspeople were in great distress with no bread and their
stoves in ruins. Leadville sent cash and flour to the stricken people. Aid
also came from Denver and other cities.
Rebuilding began at once, and in a few months another city entirely
modern with all the important structures built of brick or stone replaced
the crude buildings of the early camp. The city was without a single tree.
A rapid growth. Mining operations expanded as the mines yielded
more abundantly. Railroads extended their tracks to mines which were
large producers. Electricity replaced steam power and the latest equipment
was installed in the mines. Many mines were consolidated under a single
company which dug tunnels and shafts still further into the mountains.
By 1900, the town had three railroads. The'Florence and Cripple
Creek and the Midland Terminal reached the camp in 1894. In 1900, the
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Colorado Short Line, a standard gauge from Colorado Springs, was completed and Cripple Creek now became a tourist paradise. Social and
cultural life of the city also began to develop and the Butte Opera House
was remodeled. The state legislature chose Cripple Creek for the county
seat of the newly created Teller County. By the end of the 1800s, the
green cow pasture of 1891 with its peaceful, grazing cattle was yielding
a harvest of gold and producing a crop of millionaires.
Victor, city of mines. In the early 1900s, there were ten incorporated towns in the Cripple Creek District. Victor, next in size after
Cripple Creek, was an unsuccessful contender for the county seat of
Teller County The best properties were not at Cripple Creek but in
Victor a few miles away. A large portion of the town was covered with
mining claims which were worked beneath the streets and houses.
Victor is at the southern end of the district and rests upon a foundation of red granite, embedded with vast quantities of gold ore in crystal
formation. New chemical processes had to be developed and intricate
firing was necessary to extract the gold, so sampling and reduction works
were built in Victor. Victor became the shipping center of the district.
Stories of the mines. The stories of the great mines huddled in
the golden crest of the continent are fantastic. A few months after the
discovery of the Victor Mine on Bull Hill, David H. Moffat and his
associates purchased it for $65,000, an enormous price in those days.
Before long it was paying a million dollars in dividends and had enough
ore in sight to pay three or four times that amount. The mine was wellknown on two continents since large blocks of stock were held in London
and Paris.
W. S. Stratton's strike. The Independence Mine,
one of the two
greatest in the district, was discovered and developed by Winfield Scott
Stratton. The lone prospector dreamed one night of a spot near a certain
ledge of granite at the base of Battle Mountain that he had passed at
daybreak. In the morning he hurried back and on July 4, 1891, celebrated Independence Day by staking out the Martha Washington and Independence claims. Almost as soon as he began digging, he struck a rich
vein. The Independence proved incredibly rich and before long Stratton
found himself a millionaire, the first in the district. In 1899, he sold the
mine to an English company for $11,000,000. For the next fifteen years,
the new company continued to develop the property. In 1915 the land,
buildings, and underlying ore of the Independence and the Portland
mines became the property of the Portland Mining Company.
The Portland Mine. One of the richest
mines in the world was
discovered by James Doyle in 1893 and named after his former home.
Portland, Maine. Womack's discovery had attracted both Doyle and
James F. Burns to Cripple Creek. Near the top of Battle Mountain the
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two partners met
John Harman, a cook and miner, whom they took as a
third partner. When
Doyle staked out a small, unclaimed, triangular piece
of ground on Battl
e Mountain, the names of all three were written on the
stake. Ten days later,
driving a crosscut from their shaft six feet below
the surface, the
Portland vein was struck.
The fear of claim jumpers
made the partners keep their find a secret.
They worked at
night and carried the ore in sacks on their backs to
Colorado Springs, 35 miles
away. When they had enough, they took it
to the smelter where
it brought as much as $1,000 a ton.
With the aid of Stratton, a company was forme
d and surrounding
claims bought up
to insure ownership of the property. The ore was so
rich that occasionally
a single carload was worth $50,000. By 1911, the
mine had produced $30,0
00,000 and the estimated value of all the property owned by the
company was $100,000,000.
Golden crystals. The Cresson
is one of the mines still operating.
Years ago a Chicago
man named Harbeck inherited some mining stock
which paid no dividends.
He decided to come to Colorado and examine
the mine before
disposing of what seemed to be worthless stock. His
investigation proved the mine worth developing
; he organized a company and hired a
mine superintendent. Not long after, a chimney of ore
with gold hangi
ng in crystals from the walls was discovered. In 1914,
one carload of
ore valued at $1,000,000 set the world's record for production. In 1916, the mine
was sold for $4,000,000.
Other famous mines include the
Mary McKinney situated near the
Cresson. The Anaconda group
on Gold Hill contained ore so rich that it
was ploughed out
with ox teams.
The Cripple Creek district, scarce
ly six miles square, during the early
decades of the 1900s suppo
rted 175 shipping mines, eleven gold-reduction mills, nine
samplers, three cities, six main camps, and the highest
incorporated town in the world. The distri
ct has produced to date over
$450,000,000 in
gold.
The San Juan region in the
1890s. Important discoveries were
made in the San Juan
Mountains about the same time that gold was
found in Cripple Creek
. Several silver lodes were uncovered on the head
waters of the Rio Grand
e. Nicholas C. Creed discovered the Amethyst
lode. Its location toget
her with the Last Chance mines caused a boom in
the district. The
town of Creede sprang up in the narrow Willow Creek
canyon. Cabins were crowd
ed against the canyon wall leaving scarcely
enough room for a team
of horses to pass. Creede was primarily a silver
camp. The panic of
1893 caused the mines to shut down.
Thomas F. Walsh discovered gold in an old minin
g dump at the foot
of Mount Sneff
els in September 1896." He quietly bought all the
surrounding claims. This bonanza, name
d the Camp Bird mine, yielded
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$2,500,000 before Walsh sold it to an English company in 1902 for
$5,100,000. The Camp Bird was one of the largest gold mines in the
world. With the exception of the Portland, it was probably the richest
mine in Colorado. The output for a long time varied from one million to
three million dollars a year. This mine yielded the English company
over four times its investment. Today it is producing gold, silver, lead,
zinc, and copper.
Intrepid adventurer. A discussion of the San Juan region immediately calls forth the name of Otto Mears. His story could easily be
entitled, "Poor Boy Makes Good" for his actual accomplishments excel
those of many heroes in fiction, movies, or television.
Otto Mears was born in Russia in 1841 and went to San Francisco
with his parents in 1854. He served in the Civil War, and fought for a
time under Kit Carson. After the war, he settled in the San Luis Valley
and worked with considerable daring to open southwestern Colorado to
settlement."
In the San Luis Valley, he started a general merchandise store, erected
the first sawmill and the first gristmill, bought land, and planted wheat.
He brought in the first mower, reaper, and thresher the people of the
valley had seen. The Mexican laborers refused to have anything to do
with the "demonios" saying, "The thing you call the threshing machine
is stealing the grain. No, no, senor, he is a thief."
Toll roads. To market his grain, Otto Mears built a road over
Poncha Pass. This was the first of the toll roads through mountain passes
to connect isolated communities. He also built the Rio Grande Southern
Railroad.
Otto Mears made a treaty with the Ute to open a wide area of their
land to prospectors. After this treaty, Otto and Chief Ouray with eighteen
other Ute were taken for a three months' tour of the East where they met
President and Mrs. Grant.
As time went on Mears became very wealthy and continued to extend
his varied projects. He founded Lake City and obtained the contract to
carry mail to Ouray. When the snow was packed on the trail, travel was
easy, when the snow became too deep for the dogs, Mears carried the
mail himself.
Vindication. After the Meeker Massacre, Otto Mears was accused
of bribing the Indians to sign the "Treaty of Punishment." At his trial
Mears declared that the Indians claimed that the two dollars in cash,
which he had given each Indian from his own pocket, was worth more
to them than the interest on $1,800,000 which they were to receive in
promises. Secretary of the Interior Kirkwood said, "I'll see that you are
paid back. You were perfectly right in doing as you did." When Mears
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Chief Ouray and Otto
Mears presen• an interesting study in contrasts. Of different cultures
and with different
goals, they were still able to understand each other's problems and
work for satisfactory
solutions.

returned to Colorado, he and one hundred cavalrymen escorted the Utes
to their Uinta Reserva
tion.'
He was vigorous in the campaign to erect the State Capitol and to
gold-plate the dome. The portrait of Otto Mears in stained glass occupies
a window in the capitol
dome.

Men of Many Different Creeds and Ethnic Groups
Developed Colorado's Metal Mines
During the rush to the mountains which followed the gold discoveries
of 1859, the first impatie
nt prospectors crowded into the few tracts bearing free gold and obtaine
d all that could be washed out of the sand and
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gravel along the creek beds. Later, discovering spots in gulches where
exposure of veins to air, water, and weather had decomposed the rock,
they panned and gathered the gold. As this free gold was exhausted,
earnings decreased.
Disaster. In the summer of 1863, a drought occurred which dried
up the streams. A severe winter set in early and heavy snows and extremely cold weather continued. In the mountain towns, goods reached
famine prices. The following spring the great masses of snow melted,
flooded the mines, and forced the miners out. Torrents flowed down the
mountain slopes, sweeping houses from their foundations or filling them
with mud and debris.
It was not until 1866, when Congress passed an act insuring clear
title to property, that miners were secure in their claims. Gradually
between 1863 and 1870, thousands of discouraged prospectors abandoned
the mining regions, leaving the real development of the towns to those
with faith and endurance.
During these early years, the gold mined was the result of hard work
and economy, since only the crudest methods of separating the ore from
the hard rock were known to the miners. Pay dirt was transported from
the mine to the gulch for sluicing on quartz wagons made by stretching
raw hides on forked sticks.
At first there was no great distinction between prospector, miner, and
owner for, in addition to capital, labor was also necessary. Those who did
not find gold and had no money worked for the prospector who, having
made a discovery, hired a few men to help dig and smelt the ore. Many
men labored in the mines ten hours a day for from $4 to $6 a week. Their
meals consisted chiefly of bread, beans, bacon, and strong black coffee.
All had become used to exposure and privation, so they managed to subsist on what was offered. By 1870, the real development of mining began.
Everyone in a new mining camp was an immigrant. Over the years
the racial and cultural make-up of the miners was similar to that of the
population of Colorado in general. During the first fifty years (1858 to
1910), the majority of settlers came from the Middle West, New
England, New York, and Pennsylvania. Almost every section of the
country was represented. Many came directly from Europe. Fifty miners
from the Deep South left the mining regions in the early '60s to enlist in
the Confederate army. Among the foreign born, English-speaking people
from Canada, Ireland, England, and Scotland predominated. Next in
number were the Germans, most of whom learned to speak English
fluently. Many Jews walked across the mountains with packs strapped on
their backs. Relatively large Jewish populations were in the mining
camps, especially Leadville and Trinidad.
The Spanish Colonials. Spanish Colonials under Mexican rule in70
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The arrastre, the pan,
and the rocker are three early methods of separating gold from dirt
or rock. Since
panning was slow, hard work, new methods were constantly sought to crush
the rock and
increase the amount of dirt washed.

directly had much to do with the success of mining in Colorado during
the beginning years. Many Colorado '59ers had taken part in the California gold rush of 1849. Aided by the native Spanish-speaking Californians,
men from the East gained experience in placer mining. The '49ers from
the states knew little of gold mining, because gold in quantities had not
been discovered in the region east of the Rockies. But the Spanishspeaking Californians had acquired both knowledge and skill from their
Spanish and Aztec ancestors. After the newcomers had learned all the
Californians had to teach them, they forced the native Californians from
the mines using the slogan "California for the Americans."
From California the '59ers brought to Colorado much of the mining
lore of the centuries which they learned from the Spanish-speaking Californians. The gold pan, arrastre (a drag-stone mill for pulverizing ore),
tools, and methods of Spanish and Mexican mining were used in the rapid
cleaning up of surface gold. The Spanish Diggings on Cherry Creek near
Denver and the Spanish Bar on Clear Creek near Idaho Springs indicate
that Spanish-speaking miners prospected both before and during the gold
rush, although none are mentioned as having made spectacular discoveries.
In Colorado,
Spanish-speaking miners have steadily increased in number
so that today they
form the largest ethnic group in the metal mines of
the state. Mexican and Spanish-speaking men from the Southwest were
also brought to Leadville to work in the smelters.
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Negroes. Even before the gold rush, Negroes mined in Colorado.
A soldier with the United States Cavalry, searching for Cheyenne Indians
on the war path in 1857, told about meeting a small party of Missouri
prospectors traveling on foot with a yoke of oxen driven by a Negro
slave. Parties panning gold along the tree-fringed banks of Cherry
Creek and the Platte River in 1858 probably included Negroes and it is
certain that both slave and free Negroes took part in the gold rush of
1859. Negro miners worked in French Gulch in Summit County, in
Indian Gulch on Bald Mountain, and in the Morning Star Mine in Hinsdale county. The story is told of Jim, a former slave in North Carolina,
who came to Georgetown probably in the late '70s and soon owned a
thick vein of mineral near Decatur which ran a thousand dollars to the
ton. Although wealthy capitalists tried by lavish entertainment to get
him to accept one hundred thousand dollars for his mine, Jim shrewdly
declined. Steve Edwards sold a mine for fifty thousand dollars in the
1880s; in 1886, George Vane discovered the well-known Snow Drift
Mine. Considering the small number in the population, Negroes seem
to have had a fair share of the wealth from the mines, although they
do not seem to have continued to work in the mines over the years.
Miners from the British Isles. It is said that miners of Clear
Creek in the late '60s and '70s were predominantly Irish and British. Irish
immigrants of the '40s and '50s who settled in cities or worked on railroad
construction jobs were attracted to the mines of Colorado. Coming from
a country recently ravished by a death-dealing potato famine, they were
prepared to take their chances in the unsettled region. They knew little
about mining since Ireland has no mines, yet they became skilled miners
working in one booming camp after another. Mines bearing such
names as Maid of Erin, Minstrel Boy, and Mary Murphy seem to indicate
that the Irish had their share of luck in locating mines. Tom Walsh, a
native of Ireland, discovered the Camp Bird Mine and amassed a fortune
from it. Philip Argall from Belfast and Thomas J. Waters from King's
County were both outstanding mining engineers.
The Tam O'Shanter mine suggests the presence of Scotch prospectors
in Cripple Creek. They were also mine managers and formen. Stories of
Scotch miners persist in Leadville to the present time.
Cornish miners because of their odd speech and musical talent
attracted attention when they appeared in the Clear Creek districts in the
late '60s. Originally these experienced miners were brought from the tin
mines of Cornwall to the copper mines of Michigan, the lead mines of
Wisconsin, and the zinc mines of Missouri. They came West when the
gold mines opened up in California in '49 and in Colorado in '59.
Cornish miners were in every western mining camp including the coal
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camps of Colorado. They were probably the first experienced miners in
this region."
A long-time resident of Central City recalls that the Cornish were
outstanding because of their differences from others. Hard work seemed
to agree with these sturdy, red-checked tin miners from Cornwall. The
Cornish people were very dressy. The women wore curls, dresses of rich
velvet, and hats adorned with plumes. They brought their favorite recipes
with them. Their pasties were very rich, consisting of a meat and vegetable
filling in a pastry crust. A saffron cake was similar to fruit cake, and they
made buns with caraway seeds. They were called Cousin Jacks and Cousin
Jennies since they could always send to Cornwall for a cousin to take any
job that opened up.
But it was their speech that set the Cornish men apart even more
than their appearance. While dropping the beginning "h" in some words,
they inserted it at the beginning of others. A small Cousin Jennie once
remarked to her playmate Rose, "I 'ate a snake." Horrified, Rose questioned, "you ate a snake?" Little Jennie replied, "Yes, I 'ate a snake."
Puzzling over her friend's peculiar taste, Rose took the question to her
Older sister who explained about "h."
The good-natured Cornishmen laughed at themselves along with
those who laughed at their.unusual ways. By degrees they lost their quaint
Speech and with it their identity as Cornishmen.
The serious-minded Welsh from the coal mines of Wales were also
in the mines of
Colorado with possibly the largest number in the Erie
coal mines. Perhaps they heard of Colorado from Nathaniel P. Hill, the
scientist, who studied methods of handling and treating ore in Swansea,
Wales. These men of Wales, traditionally familiar with mining, made up
an important part of the mining camp population, but even in early
Territorial days no one nationality was predominant.
Germans. Coming first to the Clear Creek camps, the Germans
Spread to almost all the mining towns in Colorado. Their influence was
strongly liberal, opposing any infringement of the rights guaranteed by
the Constitution.
They objected to any kind of class legislation. In Central
City they organized a singing society.
While not mentioned particularly as
miners, they were active storekeepers, proprietors of bakeries, and in other
businesses. Many Germans worked in the Leadville mines in the 1880s.
Through their influence turnvereins became a popular means of recreation.
Chinese. Of the great numbers arriving at the mining camps in
which all were newcomers, the strangest and the least understood were
the Chinese; their
oriental culture, appearance, and language marked
them as very different from other residents. Chinese coolies were brought
from China for
the purpose of building the western end of the Pacific
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Transcontinental Railroad from San Francisco to Promontory Point near
Ogden, Utah. Here, in 1869, the eastern and western ends of the railroad
were joined. After the completion of the railroad, thousands of Chinese
laborers were forced to find jobs in the vast wilderness of mountains
where there was little work to be had. Some found construction jobs on
the railroad beds being laid in Colorado. Others worked as gulch or
placer miners, woodcutters, cooks in mining camps, and laborers around
the mines and smelters.
Chinese found their way to the Clear Creek mining camps and some
sent to China for their families or for picture brides. In 1873, three
Chinese women, referred to as "almond-eyed daughters of the Orient,"
opened a laundry in Georgetown and rented houses from the citizens in
the town.
Chin Lin Sou, one of the first Chinese to come to Colorado, became
a highly respected leader among his own people and the entire community as well." In 1859, he was in charge of the first gang of coolies (workers) that came to America to work on the Pacific Railroad construction
job. When work on the railroad ended ten years later, Chin turned his
attention to the Colorado mines. Following what was common practice
in California mines, he bossed a gang of three hundred coolies in placer
operations for Warren Thomas, pioneer real estate man in Gregory
Gulch. In 1873, a daughter, Lily Chin, was born. To her belongs the
distinction of being the first Chinese child born in Colorado. That year
Chin Lin Sou became overseer of some Chinese working in the Cameron
Placer mines three miles below Central City. These men had been
brought to Colorado by Alexander Cameron who had made the hard
trip to California the previous year to contract for Chinese to work in
his mines. Chin later found his way to Denver where he continued to be
a leader among his people.
The year 1874 was a disastrous one for the Chinese. It was said that
the destructive Central City fire of that year started when burning incense
set fire to the shack of a Chinese miner. Bright red water buckets, a fire
bell, and a trained hose-company were all in readiness for an outbreak of
fire. The gulch, however, was dry—all the water had been taken out for
the mines. Even drinking water had to be hauled to the town in barrels
until the 1880s when water was piped into the yards. The Chinese were
blamed for the fire and were no longer welcome in Clear Creek camps.
In April, a group of Chinese brought in by the Nederland Mining
Company near Boulder was escorted out of camp. The appearance of
Chinese in Leadville caused a disturbance and they were soon expelled
from the mines. The census of 1880 reported only nine Chinese in
Colorado. Prejudice had forced them from every camp in the state.
The Chinese were peaceful, industrious, and worked for low wages.
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For these reasons they were favored by some employers. But merchants
objected to them because most of them sent their money to China instead
of spending it in the mining camps. Their unpopularity with American
workmen was rooted in the fact that they replaced other workmen who
had achieved a higher standard of living than was possible on the low
wages paid to Chinese laborers.
Opposition to Chinese workers developed as early as 1873 in California and spread to other parts of the country. As a result, Federal laws
were passed placing definite restrictions on Chinese immigration. In 1880,
a treaty with China
barred Chinese coolies from the United States. In
1882, Chinese laborers were refused admittance, and the Chinese in the
United States were excluded from naturalization. The most drastic law
was the one passed by Congress in 1882 which barred all Chinese from
the United States.
The great differences in language, customs, and beliefs produced a
Wide gap between the Chinese and the people of western culture. Since
most Chinese worked in isolated groups, there was little communication
with Europeans or native Americans. Mingling with other groups was
necessary for understanding. World War II brought a change of sentiment because of the
help which China had given to the United States.
As a result, the
exclusion act was repealed in 1943. A quota of 105
persons was set, and all Chinese living in the United States were eligible
for naturalization.
Italians. In the 1880s, the majority of the miners were American
_born in spite of the worldwide search for cheap labor. In these years,
however, large numbers of Italians began to come to the Colorado mines
in response to
agents recruiting in Italy for western mines, smelters, and
railroad construction gangs. In Italy there were droughts and crop
failures. Wages were higher here than in the mother country. Unlike the
Chinese, these newcomers rebelled against low wages and unsatisfactory
working conditions. Italian immigrants soon identified themselves with
other miners. Like the
Chinese, many of them sent their earnings back
to Italy,
intending to return and retire on their savings. Some carried out
this plan while
others sent for their families and became contented and
constructive American citizens.
_ Other Europeans. There were a few miners from each of the
Scandinavian countries. In the Leadville mines, many Swedes appeared
beginning
in the 1880s. The demand for labor for the Leadville smelters
brought large
numbers of Austrians, Croats, Serbs, and Slovenes.
Indians. Anglo-American interest was first focused upon mining in
Colorado by the
Cherokee discoveries of gold. The Cherokee were among
the first
prospectors. William Green Russell learned of the discoveries
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through his Cherokee wife. Doubtless many Indians who adopted AngloAmerican ways have worked in the mines over the years.
A century has passed since that gigantic gold rush to the Pikes Peak
"diggings." Over the years miners have passed freely from one mining
district to another. The conditions of work and living varied somewhat
from place to place; the large camps had a greater variety of entertainment and sometimes better houses. Except for the Chinese, new groups
won acceptance as they appeared. Today nationality groups have virtually
disappeared except for the Spanish-speaking whose culture and language
persist even in the face of the dominant Anglo culture. Most miners today
are American-born and English-speaking.
After one hundred years, Colorado has seemingly come to the end of
one mining era and has entered upon another. New metals, new methods,
and new mines hold the attention of today's scientists and capitalists.
Among the prospectors scouring the mountains for new metals are the
descendants of the '59ers with an impatience to share in the discoveries
of the atomic mining era which may equal that of their ancestors.
Families on vacations will find ghost towns and deserted camps a
source of intense interest especially if they have learned some of the
history of the mines and of the miners who worked in them. They can
recall that, while at times the lives of these pioneers were filled with
excitement and violence, for the most part they were quiet law-abiding
citizens; that the ravines were busy bustling streets lined with quartz
wagons; that beside the streams lofty chimneys of the huge smelting
works were constantly smoking; and that, beyond the hills, stamps
thundered and rattled with never ceasing industry. In imagination the
visitors can relive those days and bring to life a vanished people. The
people who followed the gold rush were seekers of wealth for themselves;
independent and often reckless, they gave the state the self-reliant spirit of
the frontier.

Colorado Fuels Provide Comfortable Living
and Promote Industrial Growth
Without the abundance of coal, oil, and gas, people of Colorado could
not have achieved their present standard of living.
Coal. Nature has provided Colorado with an abundant supply of
coal. According to estimates of the United States Geological Survey of
1953, Colorado has the largest deposits of available bituminous coal
reserves in the Union as well as large deposits of subbituminous and
anthracite coal. Colorado's reserves of bituminous coal at the end of 1946
were sufficient to supply the whole United States for 488 years on the
basis of consumption and exports for that year. However, coal production
76

a

7

Denver Public Library Western Collection.

independence, a scattering of weather-beaten roofless log shacks clinging to the mountain
side, was once a flourishing settlement. In summer, a few persevering prospectors, still
hopeful of finding gold in the region, make this ghost town their headquarters.

has declined because of the more efficient methods of burning coal and
the use of natural gas and oil."
Uses found for coal. Neither Spaniards nor Indians mined coal in
this region before Colorado was annexed to the United States as part of
the Mexican Cession in 1848. However, pioneers very soon discovered
outcrops of coal, and individual settlers collected it for fuel much as wood
was gathered. The first smelting of iron ore was done by Joseph M.
Marshall in 1864, using coal from an outcrop on Clear Creek at Golden.
In the same year Anson Rudd of Canon City began to use coal in his
blacksmith forge.
.In the 1880s, railroad companies opened up coal mines, not only for
their own use but also for sale to smelters operating in mining centers.
Coal was cheaper and better than wood for use in the reduction of ore.
Since the timber on the mountainsides near mining camps was exhausted,
miners' families welcomed coal for domestic use.
The abundance of coal stimulated the manufacture of iron and steel.
8Y 1885, Colorado became the greatest coke-producing state in the West.
Much of the coal in the Trinidad district was converted into coke which
Over the years supplied fuel for the Colorado Fuel and ,Iron Company of
Pueblo,
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The peak of production. Except for a brief period during World
War I when production was the highest in the state's history, coal production reached its peak in 1905. Production began to decrease with the
closing of metal mines. Smelters closed because there was little ore to
treat. Railroads to deserted mining camps were abandoned. Many coal
mines were shut down also. The business depression in 1907 and 1908,
as well as strikes during 1913 and 1914, interrupted production. At the
present time many industries, among them the Colorado Fuel and Iron
Company, are converting their plants to oil or gas. This conversion
resulted in the closing of additional coal mines during the early 1950s,
especially in the Trinidad area.
Redstone. A coal camp anywhere in the country can be recognized
easily by its grassless, treeless surroundings, and its rows of ugly little box
houses telling a story of poverty and struggle. But Redstone was different;
it was founded upon an ideal, built as a model community for the miners
of Coal Basin. When the railroad was scrapped, the coal mine at Placita
near Glenwood Springs was forced to close. Not far from the mine is
the abandoned town of Redstone with its miners' cottages and its milliondollar mansion built for J. C. Osgood, once head of the Colorado Fuel and
Iron Company.
The village lies at the foot of the rocky redstone cliffs on the banks
of the splashing Crystal River with overarching cottonwoods. The attractive houses of the workmen, each individually designed, are set back from
the road in an aspen grove. The clubhouse, intended for the workmen,
with its Swiss-German architecture, massive furniture, and clock tower
is now Redstone Inn, offering accommodations to the public; some of the
cottages are occupied as summer homes."
After 1903, the management of the Colorado Fuel and Iron Company
changed. Osgood left the company, and the mines of Coal Basin were
closed. Although the coal is good and accessible, the mines are now
full
of gas and the haul over the range to a distant market
is a long one. Thus
the ideal of a wholesome life for miners and their families came naught
to
almost before it began.
Coal miners. The miners of coal in Colorado reflect the general
trend of immigration over the years. Perhaps from the beginning to the
present time, the Spanish-speaking people of the Southwest together with
recruits from Mexico have furnished the greatest number of coal miners,
especially in the Trinidad and Walsenburg districts. But men of many
nationalities, talents, and ideals worked at the dangerous job of mining
coal. They lived with their families in the houses built and owned by the
company, houses that were usually all alike and all drab.
The beginning of the 1900s saw an increase in the number of people
from Central and Eastern Europe brought to the Colorado mines and
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Cleveholm was the mountain mansion of John Cleveland Osgood at Redstone, Colorado.
Here Mr. Osgood had realized the wish closest to his heart; he had built a model town
Where workers could live decently.

smelters. Growing numbers of Slavic peoples came from Poland, Austria,
Russia, and the Balkans. The areas now known as Czechoslovakia and
Yugoslavia also contributed to the number; and probably Latvians,
Estonians, and Lithuanians were included. Many Slays found their way to
the coal mines at Walsenburg and Trinidad, while Austrians worked in
the Crested Butte area.
With the decrease in coal production, many coal mines now operate
Only part time, and recruitment of miners belongs to the past. New
uses for coal may be discovered with coal miners again in demand.
The coal camp served a purpose in furthering democracy. In spite of
company restrictions and of differences in language and cultural background, the common interests and problems of the miners led to mutual
u
nderstanding and friendship.
Oil and gas in Colorado. Seepages of oil were noted near Canon
as early as 1862. Drilling was started then, but not until 1876 was
there any real production. In that year oil was developed at Florence. Oil
and gas were found near Boulder in 1901, but all wells have been small
Producers. The three important oil fields in Colorado in 1957 were near
Rangely in Rio Blanco County, the Moffat Dome near Craig, and at
ellington near Fort Collins." In 1953, great interest and activity were
79

shown in the Denver-Julesburg Basin and on the Western Slope. That
year saw the Rocky Mountain region assume its place as an important
part of the oil industry of the nation. This was due to an increase in
wildcat discoveries. Tangible proof of the increase in oil activities in the
region is the number of buildings and offices occupied by oil operators.
Production increases in this region were greater percentage-wise than in
any other oil area of the nation.
Plans for construction of a thirty-five million dollar natural gas pipe
line to carry and distribute Colorado gas to Colorado communities are
under way. The pipe line is to extend from the Ignacio gas field to
Denver. Other Colorado gas fields will be tapped and Colorado cities
along its way will be served. It is said that the natural gas reserves in the
Four Corners area of Colorado assure an ample supply for years to come.

Nature has Generously Provided Colorado with Stone
Ranging from Gravel to Marble
Colorado ranks first among the states in the wide variety and volume
of high-grade stone deposits found within its boundaries. The state is so
rich in beautifully colored and marked building and decorative stones that
Colorado might in time become the stone and marble center of the United
States if resources are properly developed.
Building stones in Colorado are divided into five general classes:
granites, marbles, limestones, sandstones, and lavas. There are also some
stones that are unique because of some characteristic or different method
of formation. Among these are travertine, dolomites, and olivines. The
working of many stone deposits has been limited by the accessibility to
transportation.
Sandstone. Varieties of sandstone are widely distributed over the
state. Fine-grained red, light grey, and tan sandstones, as well as creamwhite and pink, are quarried. During the 1870s, Morrison, west of
Denver, was the hub of quarry operations. A sample from these quarries,
sent to the Philadelphia Centennial in 1876, received first prize as the
best building sandstone in the country. In the 1890s, tons of red sandstone
to be used in buildings, sidewalks, and pavements were shipped to Denver
from Noland," four miles northeast of Lyons, Colorado. A railroad built
to the town and to the quarries made transportation easy. Later, cement
became popular with builders and the demand for rock declined. Stone is
again being widely used for the construction of modern buildings, patios,
and outdoor fireplaces. At the present time, trucks transport sandstone
from the Noland quarries to be shipped to many parts of the country.
Cement, clay, sand, and gravel. In 1954, Colorado's cement led
all other nonmetallic mineral products of the state in value. It is manufactured in Larimer and Fremont counties where limestone, gypsum, and
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clay are obtained from local quarries and pits. Limestone in Color
ado,
quarried for its lime content and not for building stone, is used
chiefly
in the manufacture of iron, beet sugar, and cement. Crush
ed stone is high
in demand at the present time since it is used in concrete,
road ballast, and
dimension stone for residential and business-building construction
.
Marble. Shining white marble deposits, high in the
Elk Mountains
in northwestern Gunnison county, were first disco
vered by George Yule,
a Colorado pioneer. This famous Yule marble ranks
among the finest in
the world and has been used in notable buildings
and memorials in many
cities of the United States. Yule marble for the Linco
ln Memorial in
Washington, D.C., was worth over a million dollars. The
block of marble
from which the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier was
fashioned weighed
fifty-five tons and required one year to remove from
the quarry. In
Denver, the Customs Building, the Colorado Natio
nal Bank, and the
Denver Museum of Natural History are among the build
ings erected of
Colorado marble."
The first marble quarry was opened by the Kelly
brothers in 1890,
Just above the camp of Marble City which
had been laid out some years
earlier by miners in the region. The marble quarr
ied was hauled to the
town of Carbondale to be shipped on the railro
ad. Two other quarries
were opened later.
The town of Marble flourished and declined by
turns." In 1910 fifteen hundred people lived there but four
years later when the plant shut
down the population dwindled to four.
In 1916, it was again a busy
Place with a population of one thous
and persons, all engaged, directly or
indirectly, in marble quarrying. At the peak
of its prosperity, a force of
five to ten thousand men was worki
ng at the Colorado Yule Marble
quarry. The town then consisted of finishing
mills, an electric power plant,
cable and electric tramways, and about
one hundred cottages.
When the last of the big shipments started east, famili
es began to
move. The mill, said to be the largest single
marble-finishing plant in the
world at that time, was destroyed by fire in
1926. A railroad, built during
prosperous times, to connect the town with Carbo
ndale was torn up and
sold for scrap during World War II.
Nature guards this precious heritage of the peopl
e of Colorado by
making it difficult of access. In summer,
dange
rous
rock
slides have to
be crossed, and in
winter the road is impassible except on snowshoes.
The town lies in a grove of trees, and in their
green shade the marble
used for sidewalks, fences, found
ations, and even entire buildings looks
startlingly white. The surrounding roads are steep and narro Along
w.
the
abandoned railroad bed and in the river are great slabs marbl which
of
e
have been dump
ed into the stream or placed along the'bank for reinforcement. The townspeople, the
mere handful who live there, believe that the
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The Denver post office is a four-story building of white Colorado marble. It has massive
Ionic columns on the Stout Street side. The building houses several other federal departments. Some equipment of the weather bureau can be seen on the roof.

quarries will someday reopen. They refuse to think of their town as a
ghost town.
Travertine. Travertine, formed as a deposit of lime from springs
and used largely in building ancient Rome, is found in several places in
Colorado. The best known and most worked quarry is located about six
miles southeast of Salida. Travertine with its deep warmth of color and
uniform texture finishes the corridor walls of Denver's City and County
Building. Pink travertine, sometimes called colorosa marble, is found
near Canon City. Great blocks of travertine adorn the interior and exterior of many noted buildings in Denver and across the continent."
Gem stones. People who make it a hobby to hunt for rare specimens of gem stones find Colorado a rich treasure ground. Among the
varieties are agate, sapphire, topaz, amethyst, aquamarine, garnet, and
jets. These stones are not mined in sufficient quantities to be of commercial value.
Granite. The most extensive and valuable stone deposits in Colorado are perhaps its many varities of granite which show a wide range
of texture and color. Some of its uses include building exteriors, interior
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finishing, and monuments. As crushed stone it has been used for road surfacing. Most granite comes from quarries in the Front Range and near
Gunnison. Dark red granite from Salida's quarries is marketed for tombstones over the country. At times, the workshops of this mountain town
compete with those of Vermont in monumental and ornamental stone
production. The state capitol is constructed of Gunnison granite while
Platte Canyon granite was utilized in the United States Mint in Denver.
The stone in both these buildings remains strikingly fresh and substantial
after more than a half-century of use and exposure to the weather.

Miners Delve Into Colorado Mountain Depths
for Rare Metals
Materials vital for industrial progress are produced by miners. Over
the years, better methods for extracting metals from ore have been
discovered. Years of research have uncovered new minerals as well as
ways to use them in defense, medicine, construction, transportation, and
in other fields. Experiments and discoveries continue to stimulate greater
activity in mining and manufacturing. How to make better use of the
rare metals is the increasing concern of scientists at the present time. It is
also of vital importance to the people of Colorado.
In Colorado the value of rare metals produced has increased while the
value of the precious metals has decreased. Chief among the former are
uranium, tungsten, vanadium, and molybdenum. Government emergency
programs, designed to increase the production of these or any other
minerals essential to national defense, have stimulated exploration for
them. In 1948, the Atomic Energy Commission posted lavish bonuses for
domestic discoveries of uranium. In a recent two-year period, more than
$4,000,000 have been paid in government bonuses, alone.
Deposits of rare metals are scattered over the state. The strikes on
the Colorado plateau in the southwestern part of the state have been the
most important. Boulder and Lake Counties produce tungsten, while the
mine at Climax near Leadville has the largest output of molybdenum.
For security reasons, the total production of these ores cannot be disclosed.
The Federal Government has a monopoly on the purchase of uranium
ores until 1962.
Uranium. Before the pioneers came to this region, a yellow powder
in the sandstone of Paradox Valley seems to have been commonly used
bY Ute and Navajo Indians. Settlers in the valley before 1880 also knew
the yellow substance. In 1898,
the yellow mineral was found to contain
uranium in sufficient quantities to make it commercially valuable. In
time, uranium became the most sought after of the rare metals.
M. and Mme. Curie, French scientists, established the fact in 1898
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that all uranium ores contain radium. The use of radium in the treatment
of malignant growths caused a greater demand for it.
An important device.In 1906,science was in a turmoil over radium
and its characteristics. It seemed to be a genuine example of perpetual
motion bursting with invisible rays. Hans Geiger, a young, obscure German scientist, perfected a device that would not only detect radium rays,
but also count them. In this way it was possible to learn how fast radium
was throwing away its substance. This was the beginning of the understanding which eventually led to use of atomic energy. Many improvements were made by Geiger with the help of an associate, Walter Muller.
Geiger's counter came out of obscurity when the atom bomb was invented.
The current uranium hunt is the greatest prospecting rush in history
with more than 10,000 weekend and vacation-time prospectors joining
the professionals. It has been estimated that 65 percent of America's
uranium discoveries have been made by amateurs. Geiger's little counter
is an electronic device, similar to a portable radio. It picks up radio activity
sent out by certain ores and thus indicates where they are hidden. The
counter has a small dial on top and a head phone or loud-speaker to give
out the clicks; therefore, uranium has been called "the ore that talks." The
counter weighs only a few pounds and operates for months on a small
battery.
Modern prospectors. The prospectors of 1858 and 1859 with their
shovels, picks, and pans would be amazed at the methods and equipment
used by the uranium seekers of today. It is possible for a person to ride
along in an automobile with a Geiger counter on the seat beside him and
prospect miles of roadside territory. Large uranium companies fly the
counters in planes and survey many square miles in a day. The ground
showing a high count is searched inch by inch.
Anyone can learn to use a counter. All that is necessary it to hold the
instrument up to a rock. If clicks come very rapidly, the sample should
be assayed at once. So many "uraniumaires" have been made in a short
while that the slogan has become,"Somebody will make that next million.
Why not you?" Uranium is an abundant mineral, much more so than
gold, platinum, or silver.
The uranium rush of 1956, backed by great speculation, seems
destined to eclipse other mineral searches of history. There are many
similarities in the uranium boom and the gold rush of one hundred years
ago. Deposits deep in the ground require much capital to develop. A
claim must be filed, staked, and measured. Location maps must be drawn
and a required amount of discovery work done within a fixed number of
months. Most worthwhile finds are bought by large mining companies
that have lawyers and engineers to plan the developmental work.
Future possibilities. If predictions about the peacetime uses of
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Climax is the highest post office in the United States and Colorado's most prosperous
mining town. Here is produced about eighty-five percent of the world's molybdenum.

atomic power come true, the result would be a fabulous boom for the
uranium miners. New sources of energy lead to new scientific achievements. Today, scientists are making rapid strides in research which may
significantly speed up the development of atomic-powered airplanes and
naval ships. It is predicted that most central electric plants built after
1975 will be fueled with uranium. The cost of installation and operation
IS a vital factor in how widely atomic reactors will be accepted by industry.
Radiation has helped to exterminate pests, may soon pasteurize steaks,
and safeguard grains and vegetables in storage. Potential medical uses of
atomic energy are limitless. All these developments would seem to
Signify that the demand for uranium will increase at a steady pace. Those
who search for uranium seem willing to wager that the uranium age
will lead to peace, power, and prosperity.
Vanadium. Ores bearing vanadium usually contain uranium and
they are marketed together, subject to the same security regulations.
Before 1923, southwestern Colorado ores bearing vanadium were worked
Chiefly for carnotite. Later the value of vanadium for steel-making was
realized. Since World War II, the production has increased and expanded
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as a result of incentives provided in the Atomic Energy Commission program.
Molybdenum. At the top of Fremont Pass at Climax, just twenty
feet below timberline on a sloping side of Bartlett Mountain, the world's
largest molybdenum mine is located." From the Climax mine, eighty-five
percent of the world's molybdenum is obtained and its concentrates are
shipped all over the world. Although development of the deposit began
in 1903, the metal was not identified as molybdenum until 1910 when
the Colorado School of Mines made a report on the deposit. As little was
known about the use of the metal, exploration and development of the
property was delayed until 1911.
There was little market for the metal until 1914 when technical
progress pointed to the need for metals of greater strength and hardness
under high temperature conditions. Production of a higher quality of
steel containing molybdenum supplied the answer. Molysteel is used in
making materials that must stay hard at a high temperature and for
strategic materials such as armor plate and gun barrels. Used with cast
iron, molybdenum enters into the construction of cylinder blocks, jet
engines, rocket nozzles, and guided missiles. For civilian purposes where
metals of high melting point are needed, its value is even greater. Molybdenum is used as a soil fertilizer, in chemicals, colors, in ceramics, and in
making lubricants for everything from delicate clock mechanisms to
industrial bearings that must withstand great pressure. Sixty percent of
the metal goes into the manufacture of automobiles, farm machinery, and
machine tools. The oil industry is the second largest consumer.
A modern mining town.3° The town of Climax over two miles in
altitude and with 2500 inhabitants is a modern mining camp. Streets
are carved at different elevations from the steep side of Bartlett Mountain.
The mountain itself is composed of varicolored metallic earth in rust,
ochres, and greys. The heated houses of the miners' families are of ample
size. The old-time boarding house for unmarried men has been replaced
by a hotel accommodating about 450 workers. There is a hospital, and
fire protection is provided. A recreation building contains a gymnasium,
bowling alley, pool hall, reading room, library, theater, and television
room. Most of the people are young, the majority are less than thirty.
Almost everyone skis. Many people miss gardening but the growing
season at that altitude is too short for almost all fruits and vegetables.
Big settling ponds covering several acres extend down the valley for
a mile. Gradually much of the land is being buried with tailings from the
mine.
The era of new metals is yet in its infancy. New discoveries may
create greater demands for minerals now on trial in the laboratories of
the world.
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From Cowboy to Tractor
A bonanza as rich as any gold pocket was struck by Anglo-American
newcomers who discovered the nutritious value of the lush grasses that
covered the plains of Colorado.
The limitless prairies overgrown with high grass afforded a crop
upon which to feed livestock. Pioneers with straggling herds solved the
problem of whether cattle could graze through the winter when they
noticed that, no matter what the season, the withered vegetation was
eagerly devoured by the animals. From these early experiences of the
pioneers stockraising was developed, one of Colorado's oldest industries.
It brought large sums of money and hastened the building of railroads.
Destruction of the buffalo. On the plains, the settlers had seen
masses of bison moving in herds, immense beyond human conception.
Estimates of the possible number in a herd reached 50,000 or even more.
The pioneers resolved to clear the way for domestic cattle and about 1868
they set out to destroy the buffalo. The slaughter was the maddest and
most wasteful in history. In the fall of 1874, the shipments of hides on
one railroad, alone, totaled 125,000. Within fifteen years there remained
only scattered remnants of the millions of buffalo that had roamed the
plains.
Small herds of cattle replaced the buffalo in the valleys of the Rio
Grande, Arkansas, and Platte. Pioneers had soon discovered that cattle
could survive on Colorado ranges without barns or other man-made
shelter. Until the coming of the railroads, the early cattle business was
carried on mainly to supply local needs. Often cattle were slaughtered
for hides and tallow.
Early ranching in Colorado. The first reference to cattle raising
in Colorado was at Fort Bent in 1832. Mexican settlers along the Santa
Fe Trail had long kept herds of cattle and flocks of sheep. In the 1860s,
the San Luis Valley was publicized as the greatest stock-raising area in the
United States.
Like mining, ranching began in Colorado while the region was still
the land of the Indians. There were no laws governing the use of land,
water, or grass. The Anglo newcomers adopted the Spanish-Mexican custom of taking up frontage on a stream with the right to use the grassland
adjoining it. The unclaimed land, known as the range, was open to all.
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Great herds of buffalo were destroyed in a very few years after the Americans came.
Hunters sometimes shot from the shelter of the railroad cars.

The open range. The open range was a vast area of unoccupied
public land. On this the cattle industry developed early and was an important phase of the agricultural development in Colorado. The country
was literally open, and cattle sometimes roamed or were driven from
Texas to Montana, grazing as they went.
The cattle and sheep found wild on the range in the 1850s and 1860s
formed the beginning of almost all the herds of cattle and flocks of
sheep in Colorado. Both descended from the good, original stock brought
into the New World by the Spaniards, but three centuries of rustling in
Mexico had not improved them.
It was the Texas longhorn that became the foundation for the Colorado
herds. This strange breed of animal was thin and lightbodied with long
legs, a long head, narrow muzzle, and wide-spreading, curved horns measuring five to eight feet between tips. They could go days without water
and could run faster than buffalo. In addition, they showed wonderful
stamina when walking with ability to travel 2000 miles and arrive at their
destination in prime condition.
In 1928, the Federal Government took steps to perpetuate a herd of
longhorns in order to preserve a memory of the old West. Federal officials combed Texas to find suitable longhorns. The tIventy-eight found
were placed on a 60,000-acre wildlife refuge in southwest Oklahoma.
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The longhorns were of many colors: red, blue, dun, brown, cream, and yellow. They were
splotched, freckled, and speckled. Scrawny and wiry in appearance, their flesh was tough.

To prevent overgrazing, the herd is limited to 400; extras are donated to
zoos or sold to ranchers. The zoos at Denver and Colorado Springs have
both received pairs of these animals.
Surplus of catfle. Not many cattle were seen on the Great Plains
before the Civil War. The cattle industry in Colorado is so closely tied
with that of Texas that it is necessary to go back to the latter state for the
beginnings. When the port of New Orleans was closed to shipping during
the Civil War, stagnation came to an already poorly managed industry.
By the end of the war, cattle had increased until the plains were overrun
with them. At the same time there was a shortage of beef in the North,
but without railroads, river transportation, or open trails, Texas cattle
could not reach northern markets. The cattle raisers were in despair when
Joseph McCoy, a shrewd cattle trader from Illinois, succeeded in opening
a trail from Texas to Abilene, Kansas, the terminus of the Kansas Pacific
Railroad.
Before the end of the season in 1867, more than 35,000 head of cattle
arriving at Abilene had sold for the high price of $15 to $18 a head.
When word of the new market spread, Abilene was crowded with buyers,
including many Colorado ranchmen who wanted to stock their pastures
with longhorns.
The long drives. This was the beginning of a movement that WaS
destined to carry millions of cattle from Texas and Indian Territory to the
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East and the ranches of Colorado and other western range states. The
booming, exciting era of the great cattle drives extended over a period of
twenty years. The trails from Texas north to the railroad included the
Chisholm Trail, the Fort Griffin, and the Pecos. Several of the trails
touched Colorado. Cattle trails were vague routes defined mostly by a
convenient river crossing or a good watering spot. The trails were wide
and deep, trampled into a solid road by the feet of cattle. On level ground
the trail might be from 500 to 800 feet wide but narrowed in canyons
or on hills.
The herd and herders. The number in a herd varied according to
the size and nature of the cattle driven. No more stirring picture could
be painted than that of a cattle drive. It started in May or June and lasted
until September. The drivers were usually young and preferably experienced because of the great responsibility they assumed.
The men in charge of the herd had definite assignments. One or two
of the experienced men rode ahead to watch for danger and to choose the
camping place for the evening. Several men rode along on each side of
the line, keeping cattle from straying and relaying messages from the
Pointers" in front to the men in the rear called "drags." The latter
watched for Indians and kept the cattle moving. When a camping place
was found, the men circled around the herds singing and whistling to
close the ranks and to soothe the cattle. In the period from 1871 to 1881
from three hundred thousand to six hundred thousand cattle each year
completed the northern drive.
The stampede. The herders dared not walk among the cattle as the
niost feared danger of all was the stampede. It might be caused by any
one of a number of happenings: a thunderstorm, Indians near by,
unfamiliar herders, a wind-blown paper or tumble weed, the howl of a
coyote or a wolf, or merely a loud noise. When the stampede began, the
herd ran wild, charging blindly in all directions over the prairie, into
water or over cliffs, destroying everything in sight. Cowboys galloped
.und and round the herd trying to turn the leaders and make them begin
m
circling. Always, there was a loss of time and cattle. Even if a stampede
Nv!s prevented, there was danger from the milling of the cattle. They
might move in circles for hours—bellowing, lashing tails, locking horns,
and
trampling the younger, weaker cattle underfoot.
Large companies invest in ranches. Because of the lush mountain meadows, the vast unbroken eastern plains covered with nutritious
grasses, and ample water supply, cattle raising developed on a large scale
In the 1870s. Most of the cattle were owned by large outfits which
...employed managers and foremen to be responsible for the real work.
1 hese companies took possession of the open water along the streams and
of the land
bordering them.
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Since colonial times, British businessmen had been interested in
American investments. By 1879, both English and American investors
were making a substantial profit in the cattle business, and numbers of
English moved to this country. British families coming to the West
settled mostly in the valley of the South Platte, in the vicinity of Colorado
Springs, and in the Wet Mountain Valley, about twenty miles south of
Canon City. An advertisement inserted in a London paper by the first
corners to Wet Moutain Valley offering young men a chance to hunt and
to learn farming brought so many to Colorado that for years they made
the valley a bit of Old England.
Even though lured here by tales of the West and its opportunities
for personal enrichment, some of these titled foreigners made valuable
contributions to the growth of agriculture in Colorado. Such a one was
Captain Lyulph Gilchrest Stanley Ogilvy, younger son of a British peer
and affectionately called "Lord" by his friends. On his ranch near Greeley,
he was able to carry on many experiments because he had a remittance
from his family in Scotland. He raised well-bred cattle and cooperated
with farmers of the Union Colony in the development of farming by
irrigation. Because of his willingness to share his findings, others benefited from his experiments. In later years Ogilvy became a member of the
staff of the Denver Post and wrote articles about farming and stock
raising. His column was both widely read and widely followed.
The first real settlement was Ula, colonized by Britishers in 1870. It
became the headquarters for valley trade. The settlers developed water
facilities, reseeded pastures, and fenced land to prevent overgrazing. When
winters were severe, they fed their stock on a mass scale and built livestock shelters. American cattle growers learned from them how to
improve their herds and how to conserve the natural resources of the
land. The British imprinted on Western America their art of cattle raising
and a new way of life growing out of it.
Cattle, a big business. The cattle herds of the State were concentrated on the plains of the South Platte and the Arkansas valleys in 1877.
Ten years after the first drive, the cattle ranches were at the height of
their glory. Owners did not know how many cattle they possessed. Cattlemen waged relentless war on the organized gangs of thieves who preyed
upon the cattle; sometimes they stole entire herds.
Cattle barons. Those were the days of the cattle kings on the Great
Plains. The San Luis Valley, North, Middle, and South Parks, as well as
the Western Slope, all had cattle barons. Among
the greatest was John
Iliff,3 generally acknowledged as the "cattle king of Colorado" who came
west during the gold rush and invested in cattle. When the Union Pacific
was being built, Iliff obtained the contract to furnish meat for the con'
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Changing brands on stolen cattle was rather a common practice. A culprit caught redhanded was given speedy punishment by hanging.

struction gang. In 1887, he owned 15,000 acres of land, controlling the
region from Greeley to Julesburg.
In 1880, the natural pasture resources of Colorado were second only
to mining in point of profit. While the railroad had helped overproduction on the Texas range, it had also furnished an easy outlet for finished
cattle from the Colorado pastures. The first trainload that went east from
Colorado was driven in from Los Animas and loaded in 1869 at Kit
Carson. So much beef was shipped east that Colorado became second to
Texas in beef production. The wealthiest men in the West were cattlemen.
Improved herds. About the middle of the 1880s many cattlemen
decided that, in the long run, Texas cattle were not profitable. Their
Physical structure was unsuitable for high quality beef production, and
8Inetinles diseases brought into the state by Texas cattle infected whole
herds. Besides these objections, their horns were obstacles to economical
rail transportation. Half the car space could be saved by shipping
cattle with normal sized horns. The ranchers, therefore, to improve their
tock, purchased bulls of American and foreign breeds: Durham, Hereford, Jersey, Canadian, and other species. The Herefords soon became
the most
popular breed on the range.
Samuel Hartsel, for whom a town in Colorado is named, was one who
very early
recognized the importance of purebred stock. He claimed to
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have the best herd of purebred cattle in the Rocky Mountains. Because
he had South Park to himself for grazing land, there was no chance for
his stock to become mixed with other cattle. There were fewer than ten
head of red cattle in the whole herd; most of them were pure white; the
balance were roans. Hartsel sold stock to ranchers throughout the Rocky
Mountain region. For more than fifty years the name of Hartsel was
well-known in the cattle industry in Colorado.
The cowboy. As the number of cattle increased on the range, cowboys were employed to care for them. In the 1870s, cowboys composed
the largest group of wage earners in the state. Their pay of $40 to $80 a
month included board, lodging, and all supplies except a saddle. Life was
a strange combination of lonely endless riding and boisterous cowboy
celebrations. The work was seasonal, and since cowboys were noted as free
spenders and loved to gamble, many were "broke" in a short time. Others,
more thrifty, acquired small herds of cattle and horses that were put out
to graze on the open range; many cowboys succeeded in becoming land
owners.
Most Colorado cowboys were native Americans; many came from
Texas over the cattle trails; others drifted in from Oklahoma, Kansas,
Wyoming, or other range states. Spanish-speaking cowboys from the
Southwest came, as well as a few Englishmen, and an occasional Indian.
Negro "top hands" were not uncommon. Douglas Reuter, a sixty-five
year old Negro cowhand, rode the cattle ranges in the San Luis Valley.
Employed on one ranch for twenty-five years, he was an expert with the
rope and knew all the brands in the valley.
The era of the cowboy has been kept alive through the fascinating
stories which have appeared continuously since the 1880s. The writers
of that decade visited the ranches to obtain firsthand information on
cowboys and the cattle business. The setting for these stories is often a
vast, empty landscape through which the cowboy makes his way across a
sagebrush desert.
There were droughts, blizzards, and scalpings against which the hero
must fight. The humorous situations, the tall stories, and the jokes played
on the tenderfoot are all familiar to readers of western stories. On motion
picture screens, television, and the radio these stories retain their popularity.
Accouterment and costume. The equipment of the cowboy came
from Mexican vaqueros: the rope, stirrup, spurs, and leather chaps. The
clothing of the vaquero was an outgrowth of his work. The tight-fitting
trousers, shirt, and jacket formed the foundation of his work clothes.
Chaps, boots and spurs, hat and bandana completed his attire. The cowboY
was loathe to remove them even for a dance at the schoolhouse.
Each item of dress had its particular use and was so designed that it
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suited exactly the cowboy's work. The bandana, preferably red, had many
uses. Tied over the hat in cold weather, it protected the ears. It served
as a towel after washing. A horse might be blindfolded with it, or a
calf's legs tied for branding when a rope was not handy. The bandana
protected the neck, face, and head of the wearer from the hot rays of the
sun, the dust, or the winter blizzard. It was a rag used to hold the hot
handle of the branding iron. It was a good sling for a broken arm or a
good bandage for a wound.
The hat was a protection from sun, dust, rain, and snow. It was a
pillow at night, a water pail in emergencies, or a whip for the horses. It
might serve as a fan for a fire or be used to beat out grass fires. The hat
band of leather or rattlesnake skin was often set with bright colored
stones. All the articles of clothing were expensive compared to those
of other men. Good boots were a source of great pride, made with high
heels to prevent the feet from slipping through the stirrups. Chaps,
leather over-pants, were protection from cold, sleet, snow, and brush.
The saddle, the most important possession of the cowboy, was designed especially for him as the result of necessity. It was the seat and
workbench of the cowman. The high cantle and horn, the stirrups and
cinch were all adapted to the flat country and to the work of its owner.
The old Spaniard who designed it doubtless experimented with many
models before making the one so well-suited to the rider's needs that it
has endured without change for many years. The lariat, or reata, was
carried in a coil at the right of the saddle horn. Since the cowboy practically lived on horseback, the rope was used to catch anything he wanted
from wild turkeys to cattle.
No tale of the cowboy is complete without reference to his horse, his
pride and his love; for without his horse he would be helpless. Most
cowboys spent many days taming their own animals, once wild horses.
.Songs and music. It is said that American cowboys acquired the
habit of singing from the Texas vaqueros on the old Chisholm Trail. The
Texan sang the typical Spanish folk songs about love. From them the
American cowboys picked up the old tunes making up words to suit the
occasion as they went along.
The songs were improvised and casual, every man adding a verse
about the incidents of the day; soon there were as many versions as there
were cowboys. If the foreman drove the men too hard, he was sure to
he the subject of a satiric stanza. As the cowboy galloped after a stray
steer, he might shout out a stanza to the rhythm of the galloping hoofs.
Riding herd for days at a time was a lonesome job. When the work
Was dull and boring, many sang to pass the time with the rhythm fitted
to the movement of the horses jogging, cantering, or loping. Songs were
often suited to the easy pace of the cow pony, the gentle rocking pace that
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for miles and miles did not tire the rider. Songs were especially mournful
during the riding of the night herd. By singing, the cowboy warned the
cattle of his presence, and songs to quiet nervous cattle were crooned in
long, slow, mournful strains.
In every outfit were those who could play a guitar, fiddle, banjo, or
French harp. Seated before a fire near the chuck wagon in the evenings,
the cowboys had a chance to spin yarns and to sing of desperadoes and
train robbers. On holidays cowboys often bragged about their accomplishments but, when far from the home ranch, they sang about their loneliness.
Dances. Most cowboys were social beings and all gatherings included dancing. The distances were great in the West and the dancers
often came a hundred or more miles from every direction. Some had just
moved into the country from Iowa, others had drifted from Texas, while
still others had followed the herds from summer grass in Montana. Such
a variety of dancers could not possibly have danced a precise quadrille
together. They needed a simple pattern that could be learne quickly
.
d
The cowboy dance was based on the oldest of Americ
an dances, those of
the Kentucky mountains. To this dance were added
the movements of
the New England quadrille; the Mexicans may have contri
buted some
steps, thus the dancers combined the favorite steps from the many sections.
The Western dances were vigorous and hardy in style, permitting a
great deal of movement on the part of individual
dancers and reflecting
the individualism of the pioneers. The singin
g calls paralleled the movements of the dance; the patter calls of words
usually rhymed and followed the music almost count for count. Some
callers made their own
patter, either humorous or colloquial.
The cowboy dances belonged to a people
of few written words. They
were kept alive in the memory of the
country folk, and as the dances
passed from father to son, some steps
were lost and new callers would
fill in with words of their own, which
made for variety and change. The
vocabulary of the caller had a distinct
cowboy flavor, including such
phrases as the "little sage hens," "trot 'em
out upon the floor," "live up
there, you critters," "shed that old sombre
ro," "bunch the heifers in the
middle," "shake your spurs and make 'em rattle.
"
The roundup and branding.
The cowboy's favorite time, also the
time of his hardest work, was roundup
time twice a year. The purpose of
the fall roundup was to pick the
fattest cattle for shipping. The real
excitement was in the spring when cattle
were driven in for counting
and branding.
The owners agreed on the place for
the cattle to be driven for
separation. Herders cut out animals bearin
g the brand of their particular
outfits and, when separated from the herd,
these were headed toward their
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own bunch on the prairie a short distance away. This continued until the
last wanderers had been driven in and claimed by the owners.
The herd of each rancher was driven to his own range where the
work of branding began. Each cattleman had his own peculiar brand,
different from any of the others. Although it reduces the value of the
hides to burn the brand in, no other means of identification has been
found to make a permanent and easily visible mark. Stockmen suffered
losses of thousands of dollars from rustlers. A clever rustler sometimes
took up a homestead as a coverup for his activities. Often while pretending to be a settler, he acquired a good herd of cattle. The rustler who was
caught was usually hanged, after a cursory trial.
With the larger herds on the open range, great confusion of brands
resulted; finally a system based on the alphabet, numbers, and geometric
figures in orderly arrangements was devised by W. C. Baker, for years
secretary of the State Livestock Association. The Colorado Brand Book
for 1920 contained nearly forty thousand brands and listed over thirty
thousand cattle and sheep owners. The Baker system of registration has
been adopted by all western states.
Imprint of the cowman. The range customs of the Spaniards, the
importation by the British of thoroughbred stock and the investment of
capital, plus the American genius for large-scale operations blended together into a unique pattern of culture that sparkled for a brief time on
the pages of history. The colorful days of cattle barons, of ranch-like
kingdoms, and great annual roundups were short. Nevertheless, the
tradition of the cowboy is known and loved the world over and the
Imprint is deep on American culture.
Many Colorado names reflect the language and activities of those
days. Towns called Loco, Mustang, Wildhorse, and Cripple Creek; names
of streams such as Cow Creek and Horsetail Creek arouse memories of
the past. Vocabularies have been enriched by words like lariat, rodeo,
corral, chaps, and bronco which conjure up pictures of free-riding figures
On
horseback. Dude ranches, today, perpetuate in a modern, comfortable
way the free and rollicking life of the range.
Bonanza days over. Many factors contributed to bring the period
?f the open range to an end. By the middle '80s grass was disappearing
!I-0m overstocked ranges. The Government required stockmen to remove
tences from streams and pastures. Lands that looked good for farming
Were being
taken up by homesteaders who fenced them in with newly
invented
barbed wire, and cattle drives became difficult because of this.
.., e The severe winter of 1885-86 destroyed fully half of the cattle on
tn plains as domestic cattle were not equal to the hardthips of the open
range•
The invention of the windmill made it possible to raise cattle on
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The era of the cattle industry on the open range was short. Homesteaders erected barbedwire fences to protect their hard-won land and dug irrigation ditches across the fields.

dry land; therefore, keeping stock in pastures became feasible and was a
frequent practice.
Another factor which changed cattle raising to a scattered and smallscale enterprise was the enactment of laws regulating the use of public
grazing lands.
Cattle ranching today. The pattern of cattle raising has shifted
from the open range to the fenced pasture, the feed lot, and the National
Forest range. Cattle and sheep are fattened on alfalfa, hay, grain silage,
and beet pulp. Owners are much concerned with registered stock and in
ways to improve all of their herds.

The Sheep Industry Develops in Colorado
Sheep raising is the oldest industry in New Mexico and from there
it was introduced into Colorado. The foundation stock of the large flocks
of sheep brought into Southern Colorado by the Spanish-speaking people
was principally Mexican, hardened to climate conditions and to scant
grass and poor water. During generations of roughing it in the Southwest
the animals had deteriorated and could be purchased for twenty-t1ve
cents a head. The sheep were small and hardy, producing inferior wool
and a poor quality of meat. Sheep were never shorn until 1866, and the
average clipping yielded about two pounds of wool. There was little
100

Denver Public Library Western Collection. Phcto by L. C. McClure.

Feeder lots are common in Colorado. Silos, troughs, and windmills have been developed
to make cattle raising a more scientific and profitable industry.
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Profit in the shearing since the fleece was light, the wool coarse, and the
market far away.
Sheep raising. Americans were slow to take up sheep raising. The
first flok of Merinos was brought to Weld County from Canada and
Illinois in 1869 by Captain J. S. Maynard. Sheep shipped from Canada
to El Paso County by Harvey D. Ring gave the industry a start in the
Arkansas Valley.
Quick transportation by rail in 1870 encouraged wool growing in
the San Luis Valley, and purebred rams were introduced. This increased
the size of the native stock and doubled the yield of wool.
The development of sheep raising was slow because the wool was of
an inferior grade and had to be transported from the Western Slope by
Pack.animals. About 1876, Spanish Merino sheep were crossed with the
Mexican sheep to produce a fine type of sheep well-suited to the environment. With the coming of the railroads in the '80s, the market for wool
improved.
Inhabitants of the mountain valleys along the Front Range began
to raise
sheep in the 1870s. At that time there were less than twenty
ttiousand head in the entire state. As homesteaders fenced in their land
°o the high prairies, the sheepmen of Larimer County took their herds
to graze on
the Great Plains, already occupied by cattlemen. In 1877, the
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year's wool clip of five million pounds was valued at nine hundred
thousand dollars. By 1879, there were two million sheep on the plains.
During the 1870s, the choicest areas of eastern Colorado extending
to the Rockies were occupied by the great cattle ranches. The water
rights and grass were held by cattlemen near the railroads and for miles
beyond. The cattlemen were already established before sheepmen reached
the range, and the coming of numerous flocks led to conflicts between
cattlemen and sheepmen.
Trouble. The sheepmen had neither customs nor laws to give them
range rights. Sheepmen had no headquarters for raising sheep and no
permanent range was required for their bands. Hence, herders kept the
sheep moving, grazing over many pastures. The sheep cropped the grass
closely and, when too many were crowded together or held too long in
one place, they ate into the crowns of the grass and trampled the roots into
the dust and mud leaving nothing for cattle to eat on the lowland pastures. They also left an odor from pads between their toes which was
offensive to cattle and horses. Areas overgrazed became practically bare
but this was not an obstacle to the sheepmen for sheep could be moved
to rocky or sparsely grassed regions while cattlemen remained helpless on
lower ranges.
A thirty-year war. In the long struggle that followed the coming
of sheep, the cattleman had the advantage since his claim was recognized.
In the 1890s, when the range became crowded, cattlemen made attacks
on flocks which were usually in charge of Spanish-speaking herders. Often
whole flocks were wiped out by cruel and savage methods: clubbing to
death, throat cutting, or poisoning. The sheep that survived were too
crippled to be of value. Sheepmen were warned by notices posted on trees,
rocks, fences, and posts.
Sometimes the herders and even the owners were killed or injured.
The sheepmen fought back and often stampeded the cattle over cliffs
when possible. Such incidents occurred frequently over a period of thirty
years. The rights of stockgrowers were not established until the range
came under official supervision of the United States Government after
1900. In the meantime many flock owners moved their sheep to Wyoming, Montana, or to the Western Slope of Colorado.
Feeding sheep. Beginning in the 1890s, field peas were planted on
a large scale and used to fatten lambs. About 1905, sweet clover supplanted peas. No longer was it necessary to send sheep to the mountains
during the summer. Flocks in the valleys of the Platte and the Arkansas
today are usually kept on the home range all year round.
Many stockmen have come to see the wisdom of raising both sheep
and cattle in order to utilize the land properly. Cattle graze in valleys
and on the lower slopes while sheep are taken to higher and more rugged
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Denver Public Library Western Collection. Photo by T. M. McKee.
This sheep camp near Montrose, Colorado, is typical of
others in the state. Sheep from
western ranges and pastures make Denver the nation's leading
sheep market.

Spots. Through such a practice, a stockman might increase his financia
l
returns by as much as twenty percent.

The Sheepherder Has a Hard Life
The life and work of the sheepherder lack both excitement and
glamour when compared with that of the cowboy. While the importance
of the herder's work is referred
to in the Bible, he has not been immortalized in play, story, and song as the cowboy has. The sheepherder lives
With his flock and does not trust them out of his sight.' Losses
are heavy
In the winter when the lambs fall victims
to prairie wolves and coyotes.
Although there are a few French Basques among the herders, most of
them have a Spanish-speaking background. Descendan.s of New Mexican
Pastores, these herders know how to graze a flock, guiding the movements
uf the sheep without driving them.
Sheep travel slowly, grazing peacefully. Because of Indian raids, sheep herding was a dangerous occupation
until 1890 and for that reason sheepm
en were known to be among
the most famous Indian fighters. Since the isolatio
n of sheepherders is so
great, it is now customary for them to
work in pairs, even though dangers now are less. Wages today
vary from $175 to .$300 per month
including
room and board.'
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Much labor is required of the sheepherder in handling the animals
to insure a profit for the owner. The flocks must be cared for in all kinds
of weather, and the herder must be ready to lead the animals to shelter
in a few hours should the temperature fall below the point of security.
Although some flocks are kept all the year round at the home ranch,
most sheepmen follow the Spanish custom of moving the sheep from
the plains or plateaus to the mountains in summertime. At the time the
lamb crop is marketed in October or November, the sheepman is shaping
up his flocks for the winter so that he will be ready for the spring market.
Wool gathering. Shearing usually takes place at a pen a few miles
from the home ranch. Since the 1860s shearers, the aristocrats of the industry, have been Spanish-speaking Americans. In the early days they
were a gay and colorful band. At the present time, a typical shearing
contractor and crew from Texas yearly tour the wool circuit working on
prearranged contracts with the growers. The crew of about thirty men
includes shearers, wool pickers, tiers and packers. Moving in with all
their own equipment, they leave the sheep clean in a matter of hours.
One shearer can take the fleece from 150 to 200 sheep in a single
day. Pounds of snowy fleece are packed into large sacks. (Wool weighs
only half as much after it has been washed). The Colorado wool graded
according to the length and diameter of the fibers is among the finest in
the United States. American wool producers must compete with wool
growers from Argentina and Australia.
The crew moves from one job to the next in a fleet of trucks and
cars including a kitchen unit and a mobile shearing plant. Upon arrival
at the shearing pen, their operations can be set up in less than an hour
and removed as quickly when they have finished. These teams of migrant
workers annually follow the wool-harvest trail from Utah through Colorado, Wyoming, Idaho, and finally into Montana. This is their pattern
of life each year, April through June.
Baby lambs. In the San Luis Valley spring comes early and lambing occurs in February. On the plateaus it may be as late as May. This is
a most crucial period. The herder then trades his bed for a lantern, for he
must spend sixteen or eighteen hours a day looking after mother ewes
and newborn lams. In July two herders drive a band of about eight
hundred ewes with their baby lambs into the high country above timberline to browse until September. Young Navajo boys are sometimes hired
by sheep ranchers on the Western Slope to lead the flocks to pasture in
the high mountain valleys. With the return of the flocks from the high
country in the fall the cycle is completed.
Organizations.9 The state has many livestock and commodity organizations. One with a long history is the Colorado Stockgrowers Association organized in Denver in 1867. The name of the association has
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been changed several times and is now known as the Colorado Cattlemen's
Association. Other organizations which give direction to the industry are
the .American Live Stock Association, the Colorado Woolgrowers' Association, and the American Dairy Association. The 4-H Club and Future
Farmers of America, both directed by the Extension Service of the Colorado State University at Fort Collins, have sponsored activities for farm
boys and girls. Their exhibitions of stock have become an important part
of the Annual Stock Show held in Denver and of the county fairs held
throughout the state. The National Western Stock ShOw is the window
of the western livestock industry.
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The Taylor Grazing Act of 1934 set up laws governing grazing on
public domain. An orderly system of grazing licenses and fees has been
established. The forest range in Colorado is fully stocked. About 70 percent of the forest is leased. The person securing a permit to graze his
cattle is chosen according to land ownership and continued use of the
range. The grazing fee is per capita and rates vary according to the market
price of livestock.
In the Rocky Mountain region. Denver is the center and market
for cattle and sheep in the Rocky Mountain region and is the sixth largest
market in the nation. Livestock creates more than five hundred million
dollars worth of business a year in Denver, alone. The stockyards may be
considered as a hotel for cattle shipped here by truck or train to stay for
a short period of time. During this time they are fed and groomed. Some
are sent to eastern markets, usually by rail; others are purchased by the
packing and processing plants in the city. In 1953 the slaughter of livestock amounted to 185 million dollars, enough to build about twenty
buildings the size of Mile High Center." Each day the total number of
stock received at the stockyards is announced over the radio and printed
in the newspapers.

Farmers Occupy the Land
Along the rivers and across the plains men wrote history with both
gun and plow. The settlement of the country by farmers lacked the
feverish excitement of the mining booms and the colorful life of the open
range. The farmer's life was more prosaic—plowing, planting, harvesting
—while weeks of patient waiting and anxious watching grew into months
and even years. The interest of these pioneers was not centered upon
extracting wealth from the mountain rock, not upon turning Nature's
gift of grasses into millions of dollars. They labored to occupy the land,
to make a living for themselves and their families by tilling the soil and
preserving and improving it so that crops would grow abundantly year
after year.
At the present time, agriculture is the most important industry in
Colorado in terms of both money and employment. The growth of
farming has been the result of many factors, such as the opening of new
markets when railroads were constructed, the demand for raw materials
in sugar refining, food canning and processing, and the wide availability
of refrigerator cars. In spite of drought and sagging markets for various
farm commodities, agriculture's long-time picture in Colorado continues
to be one of progress.
Farming, an established pattern. Unlike mining, a pattern of
agriculture existed in some parts of Colorado when the American pioneers
arrived. Cliff dwellers had farmed in southern Colorado six centuries
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before the white man came. Spanish-speaking people from New Mexico
possessed flourishing farms in the San Luis Valley. The traditional size
of these farms was such that the family could do all the necessary work
by hand. Irrigation was a community project. Flocks of sheep and goats
and herds of cattle, always in danger of being driven off by Indians,
grazed on the common pasture. Such farmers knew nothing of machinery,
nor did they understand the use of money since the farms were selfsufficient, producing everything needed by the family. Little surplus
remained to barter with outsiders.
To trappers and traders making their way along the rivers of Colorado
in the early 1880s, the small garden patches growing near the trading
posts were a welcome sight. Later, when the fall in the price of beaver
skins threw the mountain men out of work, many of them settled in the
valleys along the streams at the base of the foothills and farmed on a
small scale. In the Arkansas Valley, grain and vegetables were grown
near Fort Bent in 1839. In the same year farther up the river at Pueblo
(from which the present city of Pueblo takes its name) mountain men
with their Spanish wives from New Mexico grew pumpkins and carried
on trade with the Indians.
Farming, a business venture. A variety of reasons motivated
early farmers to raise crops. At the trading posts and settlements the
purpose was merely to supplement monotonous staple foods supplied to
the trappers and traders. Any farming carried on was usually aside from
the main purpose. However, at Fort El Pueblo the men who ventured
into farming and stock raising hoped to make their living by farming.
D. K. Wall's garden at Golden and William Koenig's farm on the
Huerfano were business ventures in 1859. The miners, merchants, and
other townspeople became their customers. Competition developed when
ox teams brought surplus loads of fresh vegetables from New Mexico
and Utah to Denver and the mining camps.
Kinds of farming. Two types of agriculture were carried on in
the state depending on the amount of moisture available. One of these
was called dry farming and the other, farming by irrigation.
Methods of farming in an arid region were developed slowly through
the pain of trial and error. Many farmers in the 1880s failed because their
Past experiences had not prepared them for raising crops in a region
Where the annual rainfall might be as little as seven inches. More success
came when farmers learned to accept one crop every two years, allowing
half the farm land to rest each year. Dry farming has been made more
scientific by use of drought-resisting seeds and plants as well as by the
discovery of new methods of cultivation. At the present time dry farmers
are successful with crops of sorghum, barley, oats, pintd beans, and hay.
Farming by irrigation is both intensive and expensive. Water rights
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must be purchased and ditches dug; to be followed by long hours of
irrigating. Farmers must learn good methods in order not to waste either
water or soil.
Inducements for farmers. Although gold had lured adventurers
to this barren land, many found it necessary to earn a living while they
dug for gold. In the early 1860s, land along the rivers and smaller streams
was cultivated. The development was interrupted first by the Civil War,
later by Indian attacks. In the 1870s, a period of rapid progress began.
Many factors inspired Anglo-Americans to become farmers in Colorado. The free land in the West offered by the government under the
Homestead Act of 1862 was perhaps the greatest inducement. This Act
of Congress granted one hundred sixty acres of free land to an adult who
agreed to live on it and cultivate it for five years. The applicant was
required to register his claim at the United States Land Office. The Desert
Land Act of 1877 permitted settlers to buy forty acres of land in any of
the twelve western states.
Numbers of Union soldiers availed themselves of the Homestead Act
to begin a new life in the West. Some were already familiar with the
region having been stationed at Fort Garland in the San Luis Valley
during the Civil War. Confederate soldiers were excluded from filing
on the land because they had borne arms against the National Government.
By 1870 all Indians had been removed to reservations making more
land available. The recently completed railroads to Denver furnished
safe and comfortable transportation and also offered land for sale at a
reasonable price. All these reasons made farming appear attractive in
spite of adverse reports that this was a desolate, desert region. Many
pioneers came in groups, but independent settlers were more numerous
than colonies.
A Mormon colony. In 1879 a group of Mormons made the long
two days' journey from Fort Garland to Los Cerritos on the Conejos
River. All who were able came on foot; a few were carried. Their
leader was John Morgan, one of Sherman's officers in the famous March
to the Sea. After the war, Morgan chose to become a Mormon missionary.
From a group of converts in Georgia, Alabama, and Texas was organized
a party desirous of settling in the West. They brought all kinds of seed
with them—grains, vegetables, and flowers.
The town of Manassa was laid out. Using logs hauled from the
mountains, houses, a church, and a school building soon appeared on
the town lots. Three companies came to Manassa making a total of four
hundred people, including some from Utah and Arizona. Among the
eighty new colonists arriving in 1880 were the parents of Jack Dempsey,
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Denver Public Library Western Collection. Photo by L. C. McClure.
Potatoes are raised in the San Luis Valley in southern Colorado and in the Platte Valley in
northcentral Colorado. In both areas the crops depend on large-scale irrigation projects.
There are enough miles of irrigation ditches in this state to go around the world at the
equator.

a native of the valley, who later became the world's heavyweight boxing
champion, sometimes referred to as the "Manassa Mauler."
Joint enterprise. Under the direction of the Mormon Church of
Utah, the colonists set up a cooperative tannery and flour mill and built
ditches. The newcomers from Utah in the early '80s brought well-bred
stock which improved the cattle purchased from the natives. The policy
of joint enterprise was an important factor in the success of the Mormon
colonists. An agreeable and pleasant relationship grew up between the
Spanish-speaking people and the Mormon settlers and with Europeans
who came to the valley later.
People of various ancestral stock settled in the San Luis Valley, but
as time passed many settlers and their descendants left. Markets for agrithus
cultural products were far away and transportation was expensive
centers.
population
making it difficult to compete with farmers near large
The best farmland. The largest single body of agricultural land
in Colorado extends from Platte Canyon, twenty miles southwest of
ThouDenver, to Julesburg in the extreme northeast corner of the state.
distance.
entire
the
sands of fertile acres lie on both sides of the river for
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The choicest farming lands lie along the eastern base of the mountains
where streams issuing from the canyons furnish the greatest abundance
of water. These are the river valleys which constitute the finest farm land
in Colorado: Cache La Poudre, Big Thompson, Little Thompson, Left
Hand, Boulder with its well-known falls, Ralston, St. Vrain upon which
Longmont is located, and Clear Creek.
South Platte colonies. The South Platte colonies led the way in
the development of agriculture in Colorado. In the 1870s, several colonies
of a semicooperative nature and based on the same general plan settled
in the valley. The Union Colony among the first to settle was the best
advertised and most successful of all the colonies in the state.
The idea of the Union Colony settlement probably originated with
Nathan Meeker, agricultural editor of the New York Tribune. He was
aided in the planning by Horace Greeley who, when he visited Colorado
in 1859, was greatly impressed with the natural resources of the region.
With some friends Nathan Meeker came to Colorado to select ground
for the colony. Advised by Denver people, the colony men chose the
lowlands near the confluence of the South Platte and Cache La Poudre
Rivers in Weld County.
Greeley. People from many places became interested in the project.
The New York Tribune described in glowing terms the advantages to be
found in Colorado and asked for volunteers to go west to make a permanent settlement. It attracted New Englanders of English, Scotch, and
Irish stock. Several people of wealth, seeking escape from crowded conditions in the East and desiring new opportunities, became interested.
The newspaper publicity reached England and Germany and attracted
people from those countries. A fee of $155 was required to join the
colony; in return, the colonist was to receive a tract of land and a town
lot (or the equivalent) on the site of the planned city of Greeley. No one
was permitted to own more than 160 acres.
The Union colonists were the first to realize that higher lands were
better and more productive than the bottom lands along the rivers. The
colony organizers purchased nearly twelve thousand acres from the
Denver Pacific Railroad and secured title to an additional sixty thousand
acres. With an initial fund of $150,000, the settlers invested in lands,
irrigation canals, a power mill, and a colony fence enclosing the entire
tract. The town, laid out where the Denver Pacific Railroad crossed the
Poudre River, was named Greeley in honor of the famous editor of the
New York Tribune.
Hardships and inconveniences.The first party of settlers numbering about fifty families arrived in May 1870, not at all prepared for the
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primitive conditions which confronted them. Around them stretched
miles of grass, cactus, and gravel. No living accommodations had been
prepared. For a few weeks they endured the hardships of camping out in
the wilderness; later, a large one-room structure was brought from
Cheyenne to serve as a hotel. Temporary one-and-two-room houses were
built of sod to be replaced when possible by logs and lumber or incorporated into more pretentious houses. Irrigation ditches were dug to
supply the towns and farms with water. Vegetables and trees were planted.
The colony plan included homes, stores, shops, parks, schools, and other
public buildings. In the real estate deeds given to colonists was the
stipulation that no intoxicating liquor be made or sold in the town.
During the next months, several hundred new families arrived; the
majority from New England, New York, Ohio, and Indiana. Many of
the men were farmers, but there were also merchants, mechanics, skilled
workers of various kinds, one doctor, a lawyer, and an engineer. On the
whole, the group consisted of well-to-do, thrifty, and intelligent people.
More colonies. In the next few years, Longmont, east of Longs
Peak, Loveland, Fort Collins, Sterling, and Platteville all became successful colony settlements. People from New England, the Midwest, Tennessee, and Mississippi were in the majority in this section of the South
Platte Valley. They succeeded in establishing farms in spite of the
encroachments of their neighbors, the cattlemen of the Great Plains.
Descendants of these settlers still live on the farms and in the valley
towns, often in the houses built by their grandfathers.
The plains of Colorado were settled with a rush. At the peak of
homesteading between 1885 and 1887, the cattlemen who had fenced
in public land for grazing were compelled by the government to remove
the fences so that farmers could locate on the land. As a result, stock
growers practically abandoned the region.
Aided by newspapers and town promoters, the railroads falsely represented eastern Colorado as a humid area suitable for farming. Homesteaders were the first of successive waves of farmers to come to the region.
Using the tools, methods, and seeds which they had brought with them,
the farmers planted corn, a usual frontier crop. In the humid Middle
West it was the most profitable crop. The first yields were satisfactory
because, fortunately, the rainfall was abundant. Later years were harder.
Obstacles to success. The pioneer farmers of the plains endured
even greater hardships than others in Colorado. After the struggle to get
to the West, the homesteader staked out his homestead, plowed a few
acres, planted a crop, and built a place to live. Few pioneers were able
to build log cabins except along the river bottoms and creeks because
there was little or no timber. The typical homes of the region were dug111

outs and sod houses, the latter made of adobe, a mixture of earth, water,
and grass. Fuel and water were hard to find. At first, water was hauled in
barrels thirty or forty miles. Food at times consisted mainly of dried
fruits and vegetables, for canning was little known in those days. Wells
were dug as soon as possible; windmills were generally used.
The droughts came in 1889 and 1890, drying up the springs and
wells. Many homesteaders had not yet completed the requirements necessary for ownership of their land. Some who did own their land were
forced to mortgage their farms, only to lose them later as the drought
years continued and crops failed. The penniless farmers, plagued also by
dust storms and invasions of grasshoppers, left the land in large numbers.
Those who stayed required assistance in order to survive. In 1889, coal,
clothing, and provisions were sent to the area by relief agencies from
many parts of the state and the legislature appropriated over $20,000
for seed grains.
During the next few years the wheat yielded well and implement
companies filled orders for self-binding harvesters to harvest the crop.
Wheat became wealth; some farmers paid for land with one tremendous
crop. Fifty-eight cars of wheat were shipped from Burlington and lesser
amounts of corn, barley, rye, and broom corn. Then came more severe
droughts in 1893 and 1894 when not even the buffalo grass grew. Again
people moved away, a few leaving in the night; others staying because of
mortgages. Persistent farmers continued to experiment with crops hoping
to find some suitable for dry farming. In the '90s, drought-resistant wheat
and other crops were introduced probably by German-Russian farmers,
who unknowingly had also carried in their sheepskin coats the seeds of
the Russian thistle. Not until 1905 and 1906 was the region permanently
settled.
When World War I was underway in Europe, the price of wheat
increased greatly. Newcomers plowed the land and planted wheat and
corn. The old settlers sold their livestock and eastern Colorado became a
grain-raising area. The price of wheat reached its peak in 1920. Deflation
began the next year. Those were years of great exploitation of the land,
and many farmers were fully aware of what the consequences would be.
Immigrant farmers. The pioneer farmers of the '80s were followed by immigrant farmers from Europe. The German-Russians, who
came for the work of tending sugar beets, were soon landowners in Weld,
Larimer, Logan, Morgan counties, and elsewhere. The Dutch settled
near Parker in the vicinity of Crook in the '90s. Russians, Serbs, Czechs,
Poles, and other Slavic groups continued to take up land on the plains
after the turn of the century.
Between the towns of Fondis and Calhan a farming community now
occupying thirty square miles of rolling prairie was started in the late
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1880s. Immigrants from what is now Czechoslovakia took up land in
Elbert county. Friends followed until altogether about forty such families
settled the area. These Carpathian farmers have remained even to the
fourth generation, growing pinto beans, wheat, and corn, and herding
cattle and sheep. Through the years they have intermarried in their own
group. The Carpathian Russian Orthodox Church is the center of community life. One of the oldest settlers recently lamented,"You can't grow
anything without water. Last year instead of rain we got hail. It cost
$500 for a tractor and I didn't get enough wheat to feed the chickens."
In spite of the drought and four years of poor crops this settler, his wife,
and seven children are going to stick to the land. The land and its thrifty
economy is their birthright and they feel sure the moisture will come.
Single families coming independently into the valleys from the East,
New England, and the Middle West were probably more numerous than
settlers arriving in colonies. Often the single families chose land near a
colony in order to share in the advantages which resulted from the
cooperative enterprise of the colony.
On the Eastern Slope. European farmers contributed their experience and knowledge of farming in both the South Platte and Arkansas
Valleys.
In the '70s, Italians came to work in the Pueblo and Denver smelters.
As soon as a man had saved enough money, he usually sent to Italy for
his family. While the men worked in the smelters, the families cultivated
vegetable gardens near the city. By such industry, Italians secured a foothold in the new country. At present a large part of the stock of the
Bessemer Ditch which waters an area near Pueblo is owned by farmers
of Italian parentage. Another Italian community centers around Avondale in the Arkansas Valley. The families of men who worked in the
Grant and Globe Smelters at Denver cultivated garden patches in the
lower Clear Creek Valley near Denver, selling their produce in the city
markets. The people who live in Welby today are chiefly descendants of
Italian immigrants who took up farming there in the '80s.
The English were the leaders in horticulture in Colorado. In 1863,
Lee, a native of Surrey, England, hauled the first apple trees into
Colorado from Iowa City, seven hundred miles across the plains and
Planted them a few miles west of Denver. Around the town of Lafayette
and other settlements in Boulder County were horticulturists who had
come to the district originally to mine coal. John Brierly was one of
these. In any farming community in the state could be found farmers
from England.
Negroes on farms. Most slaves had been engaged in farm jobs on
the plantations in the South, and it was natural that freed men should
seek similar occupations in Colorado. Since they lacked business experience
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and money to buy farms of their own or to take up homestead land, many
found jobs on farms or ranches.
Outstanding among the Negro cowboys was W. H. Hooper. He was
born in 1869 in North Carolina and moved to Colorado Springs with his
parents in 1877. The Hoopers lived in the town, but William, fascinated
by cowboy life, secured a job on the ranch of Governor Gilpin where he
soon gained the rating of top cowhand. While visiting in Colorado
Springs, he was offered the position of confidential messenger with the
Colorado Midland Railroad, a job which he held until the company's
offices moved to Denver.
While working for the Midland Railroad, he was attracted by the
fertile land of the Bijou Basin. He homesteaded the land which was later
known as Pine View Farm. Through intelligent work and patience, he
made it one of the best farms in that region. His grains took many prizes
at the El Paso county fairs and twice he was winner of the first prize
at the National Dry Farming Congress. At the time of his death in 1938,
he was rated as a master farmer.
Less need for manpower. Farm machinery helped solve the problem of making a little manpower go a long way. In 1870, one necessity
was to make the most of labor since manpower was scarce in the new
country and land was abundant. The farmer of 1870 knew how to use
the mowers and the reaper to reduce the need for manpower and to
increase the number of acres sowed with grain. The giant worker must
be bought and paid for, but the Anglo farmer knew how to deal with the
bank so that the machine would be at hand to cut the grain when it
matured. After the harvest, the crop would pay for the machine. Yet many
weary steps were taken and much patient waiting was endured before
dreams were realized. The weariness and the waiting were things the
new farmer did not forsee in 1870. Success came to those who could
wait, but there were those who, lacking patience, rid themselves of the
land and wandered away.
Displaced people. In the winter of 1880, the Northern Ute who
had participated in the Meeker Massacre were moved by the United
States troops from the Western Slope to Uintah Reservation in Utah. A
sullen and slow-moving procession of 1,458 displaced Indians moved
out, driving ahead of them over ten thousand sheep and goats and riding,
leading, or herding 8,000 small ponies. The Ute wished to remain in the
Uncompaghre region near the junction of the Grand and the Gunnison
Rivers, but the commissioners of Indian Affairs had made provision for
their removal.
A welcome proclamation. The time between the departure of the
Ute on August 28, 1880, and the President's proclamation on August 10,
1882, declaring that the former reservation was now public land and
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open to settlement proved to be a period of great activity on the Western
Slope. Many people wished a share of the land from which the Ute had
departed. The following summary based on issues of the Gunnison Daily
Review, tells the story: "By September 1881 nearly all the land fronting
the Uncompaghre, the Grand and the Gunnison had been staked out, but
there was still plenty of good land unoccupied on the mesas and in the
valleys back of the rivers. Ditch companies had been organized and some
were already at work. Immigration continued and soon the claims on the
mesas were taken up. Settlers were busy building cabins and fences and
digging ditches in preparation for spring crops."
New towns planned. Surveying camps of both the Denver and
Rio Grande and The Denver and South Park Railroads were set up, and
the town sites of Grand Junction and Delta were laid out in September
1881. Work on the tracks was under way before the new year. George
A. Crawford was the superintendent of both town companies and his
name in such business meant success. He was reported to have the backing
of rich and influential men in Philadelphia. Work on the towns was to
have begun in the spring, but teamsters hauling materials into the camp
spread the story in Ouray, Lake City, Gunnison, and Crested Butte and
the boom was on.
Grand Junction. In the spring, Grand Junction had several stores
and restaurants, two blacksmith shops, one butcher shop, and about a
hundred unfinished buildings all made of cottonwood logs. Several adobe
brickyards were in operation—this material was largely used during the
first years. The main ditch started about eight miles above the town. By
June, water was running through the streets and vegetables and fruit
crops were harvested that summer. These were especially welcomed since
supplies came by freight wagons over long and difficult roads. Fruit trees
were planted in the valley where irrigation was available. In 1882, the
train of the Denver and Rio Grande entered the town.
Occupation of the land developed rapidly with the completion of
railroads and irrigation at the town site. Three bridges crossed the river,
and forty buildings were under construction. Box elders and cottonwoods
were set out. Coal had been found seven miles from Montrose in the
Elk Mountains and a mining district was opened up.
The July 24, 1882 issue of the Gunnison Daily Review carried a telegram from Nathaniel P. Hill bearing the news that the Ute Reservation
Bill was passed by Congress. As soon as the story was verified, the popping
of thousands of firecrackers and the firing of guns expressed the happiness
of Gunnison and the entire country. It meant there would be a new landoffice in Gunnison where land staked out by settlers'could be paid for.
_ ere was no homesteading at that time, only cash entry: $1.25 per acre
or agricultural land and $5 per acre for mineral lands.
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Sugar Binds the Farms to Industry
Colorado farmers became interested in the raising of sugar beets in
the 1860s, when Peter Magnes, a German, grew the first crop. But the
first sugar was not manufactured until 1899. Even though bounties were
offered by the territory, later by the state, and by individuals, people were
giving most of their attention to the search for gold and silver.
A sugar magnate. Charles Boettcher, a German immigrant who
had become a successful businessman in the South Platte Valley, went
back to Germany to make a thorough study of the sugar-beet industry.
Convinced that northern Colorado was ideal for raising beets, he encouraged the establishment of the industry in the South Platte Valley. For
many years he guided its growth.
Conditions were all favorable in the 1890s. The wasteful use of the
open range of the preceding decade had brought about a decline in the
livestock industry. Men with capital were looking for new opportunities
for investment. Plenty of land was available for farmers to plant sugar
beets. Another aid to the industry came in 1897 when Congress passed
The Dingley Tariff Act increasing the duty on cane sugar from 50 to 75
percent. This gave the new beet-sugar industry ample protection from
foreign competition. Colorado farmers accepted eagerly this chance to
increase their income by planting new crops. The Great Western Sugar
Company took the lead in beet-sugar production and worked closely with
the beet farmers. In 1899, the first sugar factory in Colorado was built at
Grand Junction.
Beet workers. With the beginning of sugar beet growing, a new
kind of labor, less thrilling than that associated with stock raising, was
needed. It has none of the glamour of the cowboy and the bucking
broncho; instead there were long hours of stoop labor to be done. It was
soon apparent that it would not be done by the families of beet farmers,
their neighbors, or incidental laborers from near-by towns. Sugar manufacturers turned to the usual source of unskilled labor, the newest immigrants. First came the German-Russians and then the Japanese. However,
neither of these groups remained long as laborers in the beet fields. They
moved on to become farmers themselves. Later came the Spanish-speaking
families, many of whom still return year after year to the fields. At the
present time, Navajo Indians are being recruited to work in the beet
fields.
Lincoln, Nebraska, was the Great Western Sugar Company's distributing point for beet workers throughout the West in the 1900s. GermanRussian immigrants had written to relatives in Russia describing opportunities in this new land; consequently, more and more immigrants came
to the distribution center in Lincoln. Some of these were sent to Colorado
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Denver Public Library Western Collection.
Sugar beets hove white flesh, nearly white skin, and are sharply tapered. They were once
cooked as a vegetable. In Colorado, the sugar beet industry is the largest single enterprise
based upon irrigation.

to work in the beet fields. The story is told that on the way from Nebraska the first laborers became ill from eating American food. When the
workers asked the sugar company if their wives could cook for them, the
company changed the contracts to grant the request. As contract laborers,
the German-Russians hoed, weeded, blocked, and thinned the beets in
the early summer; later, at harvest time they topped and loaded the beets.
In a few years most of these laborers had rented or leased land and
were raising their own beets. The next step was to take up a homestead
since land could be had for the asking. They soon made up 75 percent of
the.beet growers in the South Platte Valley, the "Sugar bowl of the
United States." In 1929, there were more German-Russians in Colorado
than in any other state.
Japanese. After ten years it was necessary for sugar companies to
find another source of unskilled labor. The Japanese, as a people, are
.most interested in the soil, so it was easy for the siigar companies to
induce many jobless Japanese railroad laborers to become migrant beet
workers. However, like the German-Russians, they were not beet tenders
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long, for through industry and thrift they soon became share-tenants. As
they acquired small plots of land, they became beet growers.
Spanish-speaking people in beet fields. Near the turn of the
century the Spanish-speaking people from southern Colorado and New
Mexico began to be employed in the beet fields of Colorado. At the close
of each beet season these newcomers to the South Platte Valley began to
appear in Denver. In 1909, of the 10,724 beet workers in northern Colorado, 5,870 were German-Rtissian, 2,160 were Japanese, and 1,002 were
Spanish-speaking. Ten years later the Spanish-speaking people were supplying most of the labor and this trend has continued. But by this time
the free land, and the opportunity it offered to get ahead, were gone.
Today, of the 11,000 growers in the South Platte Valley, only 250 are
reported to be Spanish-speaking. As the industry grew, the wages, ways
of work, and living conditions had become fixed in a pattern that held
out to the laborer little hope for the future. Jobs in beet factories and
canning factories, a natural step upward, have sometimes been closed
to beet workers.
The trend toward the use of more and improved farm machinery
grew strongly during World War II because of the shortage of manpower. The nation's agriculture has year by year needed less manpower
because of mechanization and continuously improved methods of production. As a result, agriculture is overcrowded and both farm families
and workers have moved to cities to find other occupations. It is estimated
that half of the nation's six million farms could really supply all the food
needed; the remainder of the farms add little to the total food supply.
Farm workers. Most of the farm work in the country is done by
farmers and members of their families, approximately ten million workers. There are also about four and one half million hired help who find
work at the peak of the harvest season in September. When work is slack,
less than a million are employed, making the jobs of most farm wage
earners insecure. Migratory workers, furnishing seven percent of the
nation's farm power, are at the bottom, the most insecure and povertystricken of all workers.
Migratory workers.The trend toward employing migratory laborers developed in Colorado about 1900. A migratory farm laborer is a
worker whose principal income is earned from temporary farm work
and who is forced to move one or more times during the year to find
work. There are about one million migratory workers in the country
today. While there is seasonal employment in other fields of industry, it
is only in agriculture that migratory workers have serious problems.
Sometimes, large groups of migrants are able to find locations. The
"Okies" of the '30s became displaced people, because of the Dust Bowl;
they became settled again during the next decade.
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Migratory workers move over the land but they are not part of it.
There is no place they claim as home. Many are citizens of the United
States but they are not recognized as members of any community. As
crops ripen, farmers anxiously await their coming; as the harvest closes,
the community with equal anxiety awaits their going. At the close of the
season the migrants scatter. Having no established residence, they cannot
exercise their right to vote, and their interests are easily overlooked in the
laws. When laws exist, their enforcement is often lax.
The illegal Mexican aliens known as "wet-backs" are among the
migrant workers in Colorado. Needy Mexican men and women, eager to
obtain well-paid jobs in the United States, swim or wade across the Rio
Grande River; the border between Mexico and the United States. Some
come over on logs or planks; others are ferried over by friends; still
others walk over the international bridges on visitors permits and fail to
go back. If captured by the American patrolman, the "wet-back" is
returned to the Mexican side. The penalty for a second offense is a term
in prison because illegal entry is a felony under the United States law.
The pressure behind the willingness of the "wet-back" to take a
chance is found in his own answer: "Tengo hambre" (I'm hungry) or
"Mis hijos tienen hambre" (My children are hungry). In Texas he may
earn $1.25 for a day's work; in Mexico he may receive only 20 cents.
South of the border, as well as north of it, the lowest economic group
suffers the most; so it is the poor who take the chance of illegal entry.
There is no quota set for law-abiding Mexicans who may legally
enter the United States, but they must comply with the immigration
regulations by showing birth and good conduct certificates issued by local
Officials. In addition, the applicant must be approved by the United States
consul as a desirable citizen. The necessary documents cost $10 and a
health tax of $8 is payable on entry. These expenses are among the
reason why many become "wet-backs." Another reason is the demand
of farmers of this country for cheap labor. Because these laborers lack
the protection of the laws of both the United States and Mexico, they
must take whatever pay is offered and accept without protest whatever
conditions they find.
In Colorado, migratory workers labor in the beet fields and work with
other commercial crops. Today, in the South Platte, Arkansas, and San
Luis
laborers are
Valleys, as well as in the Grand Junction area, migrant
floployed. In the spring, they weed onions and block beets. Many harvest
beets, beans, peas, cantaloupe, and cucumbers from mid-July until the
middle of August. Others work in the tomato harvest during September
and early October. About fifteen percent of those coming in the spring
remain for the beet harvest between October first and November fifteenth. They are paid only for the time spent in the fields.
119

Most of the migrants are complete family groups: father, mother,
and children, all trying to get a living from seasonal crop work. Many of
the families are large. The workers come mostly from Texas and New
Mexico and the majority are Spanish-speaking; a few are Indians, largely
Navajo or Sioux.
Families migrate because of economic stress. In 1950, in Colorado
the average cash income of family migrant workers was $1424 for a
season's work. When they are paid, any money owed for groceries and
other bills is deducted. They seldom profit financially. Few are eligible
to receive public relief; they may be hungry or ill, but they rarely become
charges of the community. One project that deserves commendation is the
health center established at Fort Lupton for migratory workers. It is
operated and financed by the United States Public Health Service, the
State Health Department, and Weld County."
Most of the workers secure employment through a recruiting agent
for a sugar company. Those who come independently have even less
bargaining power than those recruited. Neither the growers nor the
sugar company takes the responsibility for the workers during the periods
of unemployment. As few workers have written contracts, misunderstandings arise about wages and length of employment. It is this insecurity that
contributes to the attitude that many of them are unreliable.
Substandard living. About half of the migratory families on
farms live in one-room adobe huts, the average number of persons per
room is four. Often there are no shade, plenty of flies, primitive toilets,
and inadequate garbage disposal. Refrigeration is lacking and somtimes
there is no sure or safe water supply. Dental care and immunization
against children's diseases are entirely neglected. The diet of most families
consists of filling, starchy foods which are all they are able to buy on
their limited incomes. This picture has been all too common; but there
are also brighter spots where the migratory worker lives under much
better conditions.
Some children begin working beside their mothers at the age of five;
most begin at ten. Beet growers prefer workers who have large families.
In the fall of 1950, thirty percent of the children topped beets; others
weeded, hoed, and cut broom corn.
Many migrant children have never been to school regularly so have
been unable to learn the language, culture, and customs of this country.
Because of late entrance in the fall and early leave-taking in the spring,
migrant children become retarded. However, at Wiggins, Colorado, 3
public school for migrant children is now in its second successful stunirler,
of service. Other schools are planned by the State Department '
13
Education.
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Discrimination in most areas is marked in schools, motion picture
theatres, commercial recreation centers, restaurants, law-enforcing agencies, and even retail stores are often accused of raising prices for migrant
workers. There appears to be a great need for state laws to protect both
workers and employers.
Dust Bowl. The misuse of the pasture lands of eastern Colorado,
first by the cattlemen and homesteaders and later by the get-rich-quick
farmers of two World Wars, still goes on. In April 1946, along a 600mile front on the Great Plains near Cheyenne Wells, Colorado, twentynine powerful tractors were ripping the sod. They were plowing the
land which had been broken. Colorado is among those states where the
worst abuse of land has taken place. Here the problem is one of thin
soil rather than sand."
Under Colorado's original conservation law, farmers and ranchers
had control of shallow and sandy lands and prevented plowing. Then
non-resident owners, using absentee ballots, voted to do away with
restrictions against cultivation of inferior land.
A risky business. Interested land companies bought up at rockbottom prices thousands of acres of marginal land abandoned by dryland farmers during the '30s. The Federal Government, in those years,
bought the worst spots for the purpose of stabilizing shifting soil. When
World War II began in Europe, the land companies sold the low-grade
land at prices as high as that received for the best wheat land of the
Plains. In the early '50s, the drought recurred and the dust blew again.
Many farmers asked for federal and state aid. The settling and abandoning of the land are a waste of human effort and natural resources. The
People move, most of them penniless, but sooner or later, the cycle begins
again. The land left after the top soil is blown away has to make a new
start after each use and abandonment. The lucky strikes that have been
made in wheat along the ragged edge of the farming belt have never
made up for the ensuing loss of land use.
Unlearned lessons. Farming is not the only occupation that suffers
When the dust begins to blow. Automobile crashes multiply; delicate
machinery of all kinds is damaged. Trade, transportation, and public
services are hampered. Respiratory diseases increase. Penniless farmers
from abandoned farms move to towns and cities where they frequently
receive aid from public and private agencies. The state and federal aid
given to those in the dust areas and the cost of restoring the land come
rom the pockets of the people in the form of taxes. Americans may
learn too late that the landed heritage of the nation is too sacred to be
wasted."
A variety of crops in Colorado. Scientific farming practices began
In Colorado in the 1860s when the first pioneer farmers from the
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experiEast merged their knowledge of soils and crops with the practical
like
farmers,
ence of the already resident Spanish-speaking farmers. The
shared
the miners, found the best methods by experimentation and then
their findings with each other.
Rotation of crops. Even before pioneer days it was known that
of
Colorado lay within the wheat belt. During the 1870s and 1880s, miles
the
wheat fields bounded by section lines shimmered under the heat of
wheat
noonday sun. A growing population required bread; most of the
raised was made into flour to be used in Colorado. There was a ready
on
market for wheat and, since by the use of machinery it could be raised
the
became
wheat
a larger scale with comparatively little hand labor,
favorite crop of most farmers.
Two events contributed to the introduction of alfalfa in Colorado,
the noticeable decline in the yield of wheat and the growing scarcity of
natural hay. A pioneer, Major Jacob Downing, in 1862, brought alfalfa
seed from Mexico and planted it on his farm. Alfalfa withstands drought
better than other kinds of crops because its roots go deep and require little
or no moisture. For best use, it has to be cut when it is young and tender
because it toughens as the season advances. With the possibility of three
or four cuttings during the season, alfalfa has become an excellent forage
crop. Alfalfa also renews the fertility of the soil. Farmers were agreeably
with
surprised to find that when alfalfa fields were plowed up and planted
grain.
of
wheat and other cereal grains they again yielded large crops
Farmers in search of the best farming practices began the rotation of
crops.
From the beginning, farmers have searched the world over for crops
that would yield abundantly in Colorado. The Colorado State University
at Fort Collins and the United States Department of Agriculture have
cooperated with farmers in selecting those crops best adapted to the varied
conditions which prevail in Colorado. Corn was the crop first cultivated
because of its use as a feed for stock. The Indians had developed a variety
suitable for the cool dry climate of Colorado, and this was the variety used
by the new farmers of the 1860s. Several decades later the present corn
hybrid came into use.
Other crops. Experimentation by farmers proved that seed varieties
of wheat and rye, developed in Russia, were well suited to the Colorado
varieties
soil and climate. Potatoes were raised early in Colorado, too. Late
which needed water at the end of summer brought good profits.
Beans of various kinds have been widely grown. Today, Colorado
produces more pinto beans than any other state in the Union. In Septeol;
ber, harvesting machines appear in the bean fields around Greeley anct
Eaton, in the San Juan Basin around Cortez, across the Arkansas Valley
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Denver Public Library Western Collection. Photo by
L. C. McClure.
These products were
grown in the Grand Valley, a fertile irrigat
ed area in wes•ern Colorado. The many kinds
of melons raised in Colorado are shipped
to all parts of the United
State5.

in the vicinity of
Colorado Springs, in Grand Junction, and in the San
Luis Valley.
Fruit culture began in Colorado when
the first settlers in the Platte
Valley set out fruit trees. Henry
Lee of Denver and J. N. Cook of Ralston Creek brought nursery stock
into the vicinity of Denver in 1870.
From Missouri, Jesse Frazier of Flore
nce hauled a quantity of fruit stock
Which he set out on his farm.
From
this
nursery sprang the great cherry,
t aceha,rlaynd
Peach
apple orchards for which the Arkansas Valley was noted in
1900s. The Western Slope is best known for its fine peaches
and apples.
Intelligent culture of the original stock has produced fruits
of outstanding
quality. Fields of strawberries and other berries were
cultivated in abundance near the large
r towns.
The fruit which has made
Color
famous is the Rocky Ford canado
ctaa.lnotua
p
ioeupe,,
wh
. ich owes its perfection to George Swink, "father of the
George Washington Swink of German stock came to the
tw
.kle, open
plains of eastern Colorado in 1871. In a small settlement on
he Arkansas River
he started a store in which he sold.barbed wire, lamp
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chimneys, and kerosene. Swink soon took up a homestead and applied for
a timber claim. In 1875, several hundred head of cattle roamed over his
ranch, which included 2000 acres acquired by homestead and purchase
plus 4000 acres of leased land. Although he was prosperous and comfortable, he longed for the shade trees and melons of his boyhood days.
Since his arrival in the valley he had studied the soil and found it fertile.
Visions of gardens, orchards, and melon patches sprang up before him as
he rode across the limitless prairie. He noticed that water thrown from
the kitchen often caused plants and even trees to spring up and grow
throughout the year.
A cooperative ditch. Swink, realizing that all the soil needed was
water, induced his neighbors to help. Together, in 1874, they dug the
Rocky Ford Ditch, said to be the oldest cooperative ditch in the Arkansas
Valley. The long fingers of irrigation ditches reaching out in the prairie
drew after them green acres of alfalfa, sugar beets, and melons.
Swink aroused the antagonism of cattlemen who foresaw that ditches
and plowed fields would be the end of the open range. Swink argued
that sections which could be irrigated would prove of much more value
as agricultural land than as native pasture. The small farmers joined him
in the fight and the cattlemen were pushed back to the south and west.
Swink found that everything he planted produced exceptional crops,
especially the vine crops. He secured seeds from a variety of places in
the East. From seeds sent from Massachusetts he raised his first successful
melons. In 1877, Swink determined to make cantaloupe his chief crop.
In 1904 he began the development of what is now known as the Rocky
Ford netted gem cantaloupe. When he first shipped the melons to eastern
markets, he did not receive enough to pay for the express charges, but in
a short time the demand from hotels and restaurants grew. Today, the
raising of melons is one of Rocky Ford's biggest industries. When
George Swink died in 1910, others continued the work he had started.
Seeds for sale. James B. Ryan, a Rocky Ford citizen, became interested in seeds when his first crop of melons mildewed. He supposed it
was because seeds purchased in a distant state were not suited to Colorado
soil and climate. He then began to study seeds and has been working at
it ever since. During melon season he spends fourteen hours a day in the
fields. He ships some melons, but his biggest profits come from those
he does not market. Ryan personally selects melons with the greatest care
and throws away everything but the seeds.
During harvest time workers sit on stools in the Ryan fields. To each
stool is attached a broad-blade knife. As the carefully selected melons
are brought up they are skillfully split so that the juice and seeds fall int°
buckets. These are emptied into barrels which are hauled to the process:
ing house where the seeds are separated from the pulp and carefully dried
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and cleaned. During the season Mr. Ryan supervises the preparation of
some 4200 pounds of seeds.
James Ryan, the "Cantaloupe Doctor" of Rocky Ford, Colorado, has
produced fourteen standard varieties of melons raised throughout the
country. At one time he is reported to have saved the fortune of California's Imperial Valley farmers by producing a mildew-resistant strain. He
does not patent new kinds but announces them immediately for the
benefit of the industry at large.
A valuable asset. The soil of Colorado is surely its most valuable
asset. Of granite origin, it contains an abundance of potash, phosphorus,
and organic matter. It ranges from sandy to the heavy loam known to the
Pioneers as adobe. Each soil requires different cultivation to make it
valuable.
The agricultural college of Colorado was established in 1870 by an
act of Congress and became a state institution in 1876 when Colorado
was admitted into the Union. German farmers of the Platte Valley may
have first promoted the idea of a college since research had proved
valuable in building up the soil in their native land. Other farmers
quickly saw the advantages of such a school. Located at Fort Collins, the
college is surrounded by some of the finest farms and best farming land
in the state. Although the name has been changed from College of Agriculture and Mechanical Arts to Colorado State University, it still continues its invaluable service to county agents, experimental stations, and
farmers throughout the state. It brings to the farms the skill of specialists
who suggest new methods by which to increase production and profits.

Small Village Ditches Become Great Irrigation
and Conservation Projects
Although the mountain snows of Colorado give rise to four great
rivers, the inhabitants of the valleys and plains below the snowy mountain
tops have labored from prehistoric times to the present to bring nourishing waters to crops that otherwise would not exist.
Mexican heritage. Irrigation systems are found in the Rio Grande
Valley where the Spanish were irrigating crops in 1620 when the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock. The Indians had been irrigating for
nine hundred years before the Spanish came on the scene. As part of their
farming heritage, the Spanish-speaking from New Mexico brought a
knowledge of irrigation with them into the San Luis and Arkansas
Valleys.
In the art of irrigation, it was said Mexican farmers surpassed others.
By long experience they knew how to level the land, to conserve the soil,
and to prevent water wastage. They knew when and how much to
125

farming
irrigate. From them the Americans learned the fundamentals of
by irrigation.
In the New Mexican settlements of the 1600s and 1700s irrigation
had to be a community undertaking and as a result all farm work became
the joint enterprise of the villagers. The ditches belonged to all in common. As late as 1891, a major-domo was elected by the people and no
in
one was allowed to take water without his permission. The first ditches
work
the
the valleys of Colorado were dug largely by farmers who did
themselves.
The early American arrivals following the Rio Grande Railroad
across La Veta Pass into the San Luis Valley began irrigation on a large
scale in the 1880s. The one large and excellent river, the Rio Grande, was
little used by early settlers who supplied their ditches from small
streams. The great Rio Grande was reserved for men with big ideas and
large plans who in 1880 built the Monte Vista, San Luis, and Empire
Canals, all still in use.
Reservoirs for storing water. By the 1890s, farmers of the state
raising a diversity of crops found new problems to solve. Crops such as
wheat, oats, and hay, harvested in the late summer, needed irrigation only
in early summer. The root crops such as potatoes and sugar beets required
water in the late summer as well. The farmers noticed that streams on
the eastern slope carried twenty times as much water in May as in
August. The large ditches, taking water from nearer the mountains,
usually insured a supply of water all summer, but in time of drought the
ditches ran dry and the root crops vanished. Although the farmers in
Weld and Larimer Counties dug large canals, they too did not have sufficient water. This convinced them that reservoirs must be built to store
the water that would otherwise run out of the state unused.
The Anglo-Americans of Colorado took the lead in matters of irrigation and, as problems arose, they looked for the best solution. As a
result, a new and different pattern of water rights was written into the
Constitution of Colorado.
To help the farmers of the state, the General Assembly in 1901 passed a law which permitted land owners to establish irrigation districts in
order that canal systems could be jointly purchased, and ditches and
reservoirs could be constructed to irrigate the land. Under this law, manY
irrigation systems built in the 1880s passed into the hands of the land
owners served by these systems and are now operated by mutual ditch
with
companies. Under the Colorado law, ownership of water remains
Colorado
the public until some person appropriates it. The Constitution of
provides a preference in uses, placing domestic use first and agricultural
tO
use next. But the uses of water have many ramifications and lead
complex problems which concern all the people of the United States.
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Colorado Department of Highways.
Colorado National Monument, five miles west of Grand Junction, is honeycombed with
clves and filled with rare and curious crystal forma'ions. Here lived the state's earliest
Ifl hobitonts—the dinosaur family.
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Rivers are
Reclamation projects by the Federal Government.
of their
one
only
n
irrigatio
the country's dominant natural resources, and
the
water,
of
many uses. Without measures for the conservation and use
By
d.
develope
be
lands, the forests, mines, and other resources could not
develop1900, the people of the West had gone as far as they could in the
d
untappe
of
areas
vast
Yet
means.
private
ment of water resources by
a growland, water, minerals, forests, and other resources awaited use by
by
passed
was
Act
ing nation. To meet this need, the Reclamation
that
Since
1902.
Congress and signed by President Theodore Roosevelt in
projects for
time the Bureau of Reclamation has planned and constructed
-purpose
the benefit of all the people of the United States. Multiple
l
municipa
reclamation projects embrace irrigation, hydroelectric power,
other
water supply, flood control, recreation, wildlife measures, and
benefits.
one
Water utilization is one of the state's greatest programs and also
created
of its biggest problems. The State Water Conservation Board was
and
ment,
develop
in 1937 to aid in the conservation, beneficial utilization,
protection of Colorado's water resources.
making
Colorado's irrigation system has been the greatest influence in
the Colorado of today. The storage and the more effective uses of water
increased
have enlarged the area of fertile land in the state. They have
increase
the grass production per acre and have enabled the farmers to
mounthe volume of their varied crops. The ditches and reservoirs in the
c
economi
tains and prairies of Colorado form a vital part of the American
pattern.
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PROM LOG CABIN
TO SKYSCRAPER

From Log Cabin to Skyscraper
Just as it takes many people of different origins, traits, and interests
to make a nation or a state, so it takes a variety of people to make a town.
Europeans, Africans, and Asians have been coming to Denver through
the years, each bringing his way of life, his hopes and ambitions, and his
energy to give to the city of his choice. Denver has grown from the fusion
of small communities, many of them developed by different ethnic
groups, into a large metropolitan center enriched by the labor and imagination of people of many cultures.
The story of the people of Denver began in 1857 when the nation
was in an era of economic chaos. A panic was sweeping the country
shutting down factories, closing banks, and bringing poverty and unemployment in its wake. To this region came people of many nationalities, attracted by the magnet of gold. Here, on the frontier, people of .a
variety of cultures mingled in a free society and tested out democratic
ideals about the worth of an individual. It is not to one man or to one
group of men that Denver owes its existence. It was originally settled by
men and women of a wide variety of ancestry who were born in the
United States. People from the East and Middlewest, the American Indians, and the Spanish-speaking people of the Southwest were all represented among the early settlers. Later, Denver became the home of
English, Scottish, Irish, Welsh, Swedish, German, Canadian, Chinese,
Italian, Jewish, French, Slavic, and Japanese immigrants—all looking for
new opportunities. Both before and after the Civil War, Negro people
came to Denver to begin a life of freedom.
Where there were extensive cultural or racial differences or language,
barriers, groups tended to keep to themselves and form little islands or
culture that have been slow to become an integral part of the larger
community. Where fewer differences existed, the groups tended to be'
come assimilated more easily into the larger whole. But whether the
assimilation was fast or slow, Denver has grown as a result of the coming
together of many small communities. Even today we can see the cirY
reaching out to encompass more and more of its suburbs as people collie
closer together for mutual benefits. Annexation of land and people bas
been the process by which Denver has grown from the first 3.52 squaw
miles, the corporate limits in 1864, to approximately seventy-five squat
miles, its corporate limits in 1957.
Some groups have been rapidly assimilated into the prevailing Anglr)
:
American culture of Denver. These have come from Caucasian norther"
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European stock whose languages and customs were those of the first
settlers along the Eastern Coast of the United States.
People from the British Isles. The English were capitalists who
invested an estimated one hundred and twenty-five million dollars in the
future of Colorado and Denver.' They built railroads, developed mines,
established successful businesses, and gave their way of life and much of
their culture to the pioneers. Their language, their laws, and their customs have been basic in Colorado as well as in the United States as a
whole.
The Welsh were conspicuous in mining activities in Idaho Springs,
Gold Hill, Silver Plume, and Erie.' Some drifted to Denver later but
were never very numerous. Wherever they lived they enriched the cultural life of the community with their literary and musical contributions.
The Cornish were experienced miners who came to Colorado by way
of the Lake Superior copper mines. Goodykoontz describes them as
"robust, stout-chested, and pink-cheeked." They were considered fine
citizens, generous and witty.
Some Scottish people arrived in Colorado with money to invest and
became owners of cattle ranches throughout the state. Others sought
employment in the mines. In 1877, the Scotsmen in Denver organized
the Caledonian Club.3 As early as 1893, the members began to plan for
the erection of a statue of Robert Burns, the famous poet and patriot. On
July 5, 1904, the statue was unveiled in City Park, the first and only
monument to an individual to be erected in the parks of Denver.4 Although Robert Burns was never a visitor to the United States, his choice
as the subject for a memorial was appropriate, for he sang of the freedom
and equality of men.
British investments. Beginning in the 1880s, English influence
was strong in Denver as well as the state generally. James Duff of London
was perhaps the outstanding British financier. Coming from London in
1897 with British money to invest in any enterprise that promised a
Profit, he organized the Colorado Mortgage and Investment Company.
The money loaned by the company gave some men a chance to go into
business and others a chance to extend operations. Duff's company built
the Duff Block at Eighteenth and Larimer Streets and the Barclay Block
Where the Colorado Legislature met until the capitol was built. Across the
street, the Windsor Hotel, built in 1880 by Duff, was the headquarters
for out-of-town members of the legislature.
British operations for investments in mines, railroads, ditches, cattle
ranches, and other enterprises were all carried on in Denver. British businessmen occupied positions of trust and responsibility in the companies
they founded with British money. Until after the turn of the century,
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The statue of Robert Burns which stands in City Park was erected by the
of freedom PrI
It was built to honor a Scottish poet whose writings reflect a love
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Windsor Hotel was the center of social life in the 1880s. The gay crowd who dashed
around the city in costly carriages and fancy buggies created the traffic hazards of those
days.

British immigrants influenced the business and cultural life in Denver.
(In 1950 about 6,000 persons born in England, Scotland, or Wales lived
in Denver.)
The Windsor Hotel. The British atmosphere of the Windsor
Hotel offered a cure for the homesick young Englishmen ranching in
Colorado.' Patterning the hotel after Windsor Castle, the traditional home
Of the reigning sovereign of Great Britain, Duff installed mirrors backed
With diamond dust, gold-plated doorknobs, and floors laid with marble
tile. The marble and walnut ballroom floor, suspended by steel cables,
was laid without nails. The staircases, marble fireplaces, solid black
Walnut woodwork, hand-carved furniture, and crystal chandeliers all
marked the Victorian period in which the hotel was built.
Banquets served in the grand dining room were the talk of the town.
.rhe tables were supplied with wild game: antelope, elk, deer, and bear, as
well as sage grouse, prairie chicken, quail, and duck. Milch cows were
nnported from England for the Windsor farm, vegetables were produced,
and wheat was grown there for the cloud-light, fluffy biscuits which the
hotel served with
the breakfast omelet.
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Three tunnels were built: one leading to the Union Station, another
to the city car barn, and a third to the palatial marble baths where only
the water from the hotel's artesian wells was used.
Once known as the West's finest hotel, the Windsor queened it for
a dozen dynamic years. Many famous actors and actresses who performed
at the Tabor Grand Opera House stayed there. It was visited by celebrities who came west to investigate potential wealth in cattle, mining,
and railroads.' Until condemned in 1960, the hotel retained the dignity
and elegance introduced by the British when they were an influence in
Denver and the South Platte Valley.
The Irish. In 1890 the Irish made up about one-sixth of Denver's
population. Irish immigration reached its peak between 1901 and 1910.
Many of these immigrants worked in the railroad shops and on railroad
construction jobs. Large numbers settled in both east and west Denver
and in the Highlands. The Mullen brothers, natives of Galway, Ireland,
operated the Colorado Milling and Elevator Company, long a leading
enterprise in the Rocky Mountain area. James Archer of Armagh helped
establish the Denver gas works and Denver water works in the early
'70s. Thomas M. Patterson, prominent lawyer and statesman, once
owned and edited the Rocky Mountain News.
Many Irish became active in the political field, grasping at opportunities to participate in the government, a privilege they had been denied
in their homeland across the sea. Several Irishmen struck it rich in the
mines throughout the state. Big-hearted Tom Walsh ran a restaurant nd
in
early days in Leadville. Later, he became an outstanding statesman
becaine
a
entertained official Washington in regal style and, still later,
the mining partner of King Leopold of Belgium. Professor Owen J.
Goldrick, who opened the first school in the region, was an Irishman.
The Germans. By 1880 the Germans constituted the third largenst
group of foreign born in Colorado. Most of them became permanede
citizens who by toil and thrift helped to build the city. Because they ma_
ao
up a large percent of the population, laws passed by the state legislatilr'd
from 1877 to 1889 were published in German, as well as in English
Spanish.
mint
Germans were prominent in money and banking circles in the earlY
days. Clark, Gruber and Company deserve credit for bringing the from
to Denver. They issued the first coins
in the area, buying gold dust oar
the miners one day and coining it
next day into ten or twenty d°
the
gold pieces. They issued paper money called "Gold Notes." In —s62.001
United States Government bought the business." The Colorado NatiJn
b
Bank was founded in August 1866 by the four Kountze brothels uby
Reitman, who helped start the gold rush to the Pikes Peak countrY
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Denver Public Library Western Collection.
Richthofen Castle, in Montclair, was adorned with towers and surrounded by a moat.
Baron Richthofen tried to recreate a bit of his native Germany in the wilds of the
West.

sending gold dust and nuggets back to Missouri, later opened a bank on
Larimer Street.
The Germans placed great emphasis on physical culture and organ!zed turnvereins in the city. They successfully exerted their influence to
have gymnastics taught in the public schools.
Most colorful of all the Germans who lived in Denver was the Baron
Walter B. von Richthofen, big, jovial, mustached and side-whiskered son
of an
ancient noble family. He arrived in Denver in 1877, after fighting
.1r1 the European wars of
that decade. He came just in time to have his
Imagination fired by the plans to construct a steam railroad that would
cninPletely circle the city and make possible the development of the new
area known as Montclair. By 1885 the tracks of the Denver Circle Railr?ad ran from the Larimer Street bridge over Cherry Creek to the present
site of
the Denver Country Club. With the running of the trains to this
Point and
the promise of their extension, Montclair was founded. The
Learon planned to make Montclair the Carlsbad of the Rockies, a great
alaIth and fashion
resort with sanatorium, hotel, race tracks, casino, art
_ IerY, gymnasium, and swimming pool. Mineral water was to be piped
01°111 Idaho Springs. The Baron expended a small fortune in publicizing
e l)
„...roject and a larger sum in erecting his castle.'
this imposing German castle was built of fine stone, adorned with
e and
wers
surrounded by a moat filled with water from artesian wells.
"
1 castle first stood against the sky in the midst of prairie dog towns

'!
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and rattlesnake nests. The lava stone bridge over the moat at one end bore
the date 1887, the year construction of the castle began, and at the other
end, the date 1888 which marked its completion. On the entrance tower
was carved the crest and escutcheon of the Richthofen family. A threehundred-foot tunnel connected the castle with the cow barn and stables,
the present Montclair Civic Building. The six-acre estate was manned by a
staff of house servants, grooms, and coachmen. In the late afternoon the
Baron and Baroness were often driven to the city for dinner at Tortoni's
followed by attendance in their box at the Tabor Grand Opera House.
The liveried coachman, with a footman seated beside him, drove perfectly
matched bays with silver mounted harnesses.'
The Baron's magnificent dream was never realized; it ended with
the panic of 1893. After the sale of the castle and the Baron's death in
1898, his widow erected a fountain near the castle in memory of the
Baron. Here, during World War I, she spent many hours alone. When
Louise, Baroness von Richthofen, died in 1934 her ashes were buried
beside the fountain, although the Baron's body rests in his native Germany. The Baroness saw the town of Montclair develop into a neighborhood of comfortable homes, not like the fashionable resort the Baron had
planned. Montclair was annexed to Denver in 1902.
Another German very different from the Baron Albert Bierstadt,
the painter, who traveled through the Rocky Mountains by pack train
and who left on several enormous oil canvasses his impressions of the
beauty of the region. "Storm in the Rocky Mountains" hangs in the
Capitol in Washington, D. C. Another of his great paintings, "Estes
Park," hangs over the fireplace in the Western Room of the Denver
Public Library. This painting was acquired from its former British owners.
Although Bierstadt became an American citizen, he did not live in Colorado.
Northern Europeans. As early as 1870 the census listed sixty-one
French residents and thirty-nine Swiss.Both of these nationalities increased
in numbers and became permanent settlers who brought with them many
old-world customs. The Swiss held song festivals in Denver and encouraged skill in markmanship by offering prizes. The French were noted
he
for their love of beauty and their contributions to all fields of art. In t
1890s Swedish immigrants began coming in large numbers; smaller
groups came from Norway and Denmark. As with all immigrations ro
the city, hundreds of single men came first to investigate the opportunities.
Some planned to return home when they struck it rich; many went back,
but more stayed to enjoy the atmosphere of freedom and opportunities
here. They sent for their wives or sweethearts or selected mates from phc"
tographs which had been sent from their homeland.
of
Canadians. Canadians were well represented among the people
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early Denver, many coming with the first gold seekers. Because Canada
is similar to the United States in the variety of its population, the people
mingled easily with Denver citizens.
An outstanding person from Canada was Samuel D. Nicholson, who
thinly clad, arrived in Colorado with only twenty-five cents in cash, but
with enough pluck and endurance to overcome all obstacles. He became
an authority on the concentration of ores.
Peter McFarlane and his brother William, natives of Prince Edward
Island, were the founders of companies that built mining machinery and
mills. Their products went into all the early camps of the West and even
into Old Mexico, and later to other parts of the world. Peter's love for
the drama led him to become a patron and generous contributor to the
Central City Opera House, an interest which has been continued by his
family.

Parish Life and Old Traditions Bound Some Groups
into Closely-knit Communities
It has been generally true that groups of people who differ from the
majority group in language, customs, religion, or physical appearance
have a more difficult time in sharing in the total life of a community
than do members of the majority group. Sometimes a group isolates itself;
sometimes the isolation is forced upon them by unfriendly groups which
surround it. The old idea that every group must become exactly like the
majority before its members can participate fully in the community is
gradually changing. Barriers of language, social customs, and discrimination are being surmounted and will gradually disappear when all people
are granted greater freedom and opportunity for growing.
In 1861, the year that Colorado became a territory, an unbroken area
of four or five miles stretched north of the Platte River. Undoubtedly
Indian territory as many arrow heads were found in this vicinity, this
section of Denver was destined to have a history all its own, strangely
different from that of any other part of the city.
Beginning in 1863, land in the area was filed on by homesteaders.
Gradually the farms were broken up into smaller tracts and the railroads
acquired strips adjacent to the river. The growth of the settlement is
reflected in the fact that within a period of thirty-five years three schools
had been built and 954 pupils enrolled.
The Argo Smelter, opened in 1879. The Grant smelter was moved
from Leadville in 1882 and the Globe Smelter was erected in 1886.
Other industries included railroad shops, fire clay and sewer-pipe companies, and meat-packing plants. The packing plants have continued to
increase and expand giving employment to many men and women in
Globeville as well as in other sections of the city.
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Early workers in the smelters and railroad shops were Germans,
the
Swedes, Scots, and Irish. In the '90s the sugar beet industry brought
smelters
the
1900s
German-Russians from the Volga River Basin. In the
brought in Bulgarian, Slovenian, Polish, Russian, and Bohemian workers;
their
their families came with them. These immigrant groups and
'80s.
late
the
descendants have made up the population of Globeville since
Globeville itself was for many decades a community isolated from
the rest of Denver because no bridges were built over the Platte River
to the north and the people of the Globeville area had little communication with Denver. The Thirty-first Street bridge, built in 1881, proved
of little use as there were no streetcar lines to carry passengers downtown. Not until 1907 was there streetcar service over this bridge.
The German-Russians. Among the groups from overseas, none
has a more interesting history than the German-Russians. As their name
implies, they were Germans from Russia. Catherine the Great, a German
prncess, married Peter the Great of Russia in 1745. Lonely, in a strange
land, she invited colonists from Germany to settle in Russia, promising
them freedom from taxation and from military service forever. The land
assigned the colonists was along the Volga River where Russians had
failed to settle. It was a dreary frontier region open to attacks from
native tribes from across the river and from wild beasts. For one hundred
years, living on the assigned land, the Germans fought and conquered
the hostile conditons of nature as well as the barbarians. Shunning the
Russians as much as possible, they conducted their own schools, spoke
German, and observed German customs. Catherine hoped her countrymen
would teach the Russian peasants better methods of farming, but they
stubbornly avoided any contact with their neighbors. In 1845 the Russian
rulers decided that "forever" had to come to an end. Russian teachers
were placed in the German schools, German youths were enrolled in the
army, and taxes imposed upon the people. Emigration from Russia began
immediately. Movement toward the United States was stimulated by the
recruiting of workers for the newly developed beet sugar industry of the
Middle East(tP4Although the first German-Russians who came to Denver settled
around West Eighteenth Avenue and Navajo Street in 1889, it was nor
into
long before they and others of their group from Russia crowded
Globeville where land could be rented for a dollar a year and a man
was able to build his own home. From these houses the people moved
into the beet fields to the north for the season from April to November.
When they returned, the schools which had opened in September with
thirty-two pupils had children packed even on the window sills.
When rent was increased to two dollars, Mr. Eagleton, principal 43f
Olobeville School, influenced these renters to buy the lots, get clear titles,
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and make fences before building. The industrious German-Russian farmers did not long remain beet tenders, but soon became tenant farmers.
Many took up dry land and because of their experience in Russia were
work
successful in raising crops. However, some German-Russians found
conbut
,
plants
in shops, the meat packing houses, and other industrial
tinued to live in Globeville as a self-segregated group.
The culture of the German-Russians is built around the church. For
the most part they are Lutherans, but the German Congregational Church
in Globeville is the center of community life for many. For many years
the only social gatherings in which they could partake with the Lord's
ssed, the social
blessing were church affairs. As assimilation has progre
ded.
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The Polish colony in Globeville covers about forty-two square blocks.
Life in the colony revolves around St. Joseph's parish church. The early
Polish settlers were attracted to Globeville because of opportunities for
work in the smelters, the coal mines, and the beet fields of northern
Colorado. As early as 1888 there was a considerable settlement around
the three smelters: the Globe, the Grant, and the Argo. (The Colorado
and Southern Railroad ran Sunday excursions from Globeville to Denver.)11
The people of the Polish colony came from every part of Poland
including Warsaw and Krakow. Sometimes an entire village would move
to America. They came chiefly because they were hungry. In Europe
many of them had been farmers, although some few were skilled cabinet
makers. After coming to Colorado, whole families went to work in the
beet fields. They saved their money and soon many of them were engaged
in other occupations. Because of experiences in their home lands, they
believed a trade was more important than an education for their children.
Many Poles took advantage of citizenship training at Emily Griffith
Opportunity School and this helped to change their indifferent attitude
toward education.
A Polish wedding is an opportunity for celebration, and the picturesque ceremony retains many of the features of old Poland. Feasting lasts
all day and until late into the night; quantities of food and drink are consumed. Those dancing with the bride must pin money on her dress. This
custom often results in quite an acceptable dowry, although the poor
bride may be tired when the feasting is over.
The origin of many of the dishes served by the Polish people dates
back to their European past."
The wafer (oplatki) custom prevails widely among the Poles. Shortly
before Christmas the organists of parish churches distribute wafers resembling those used at Holy Mass. At the distribution, the parishioners
make small offerings for the organists and altar boys. The wafers are
then sent to relatives and friends in Europe and the Poles here receive,
during the same season, wafers sent from the home country. On Christmas Eve when the families gather, they partake first of the wafers in
token of continued love, friendship, and good will to men.
Southern Slays. Globeville, at the beginning of the twentieth century, was separated from Larimer Street by a wide stretch of unbroken
prairie, and a well-defined path was worn by people walking to Denver.
Down this path came immigrants from half a score of the Slavic nations
in Central Europe, later united under the name of Yugoslavia after
World War I. Here they found work in the smelters and established permanent homes. They met their future wives in boardinghouses where girls
who could speak the Slovenian language and cook Slovenian dishes were
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in high demand as employees. These girls would
work for about a year to
repay the passage money which the boardinghous
e keepers had advanced
to bring them to Colorado. By that time they had
become acquainted
with young men from their own country and left
their employers for
homes of their own.
By 1930, the census report showed 3,000 Slavic people
in Denver.
Today Slays have become assimilated into community life
and are engaged
in many businesses and occupations. Some even Americanize
their names
when they take out citizenship papers. The names are simplified
to make
them read as they sound; such as Boic to Boitz and Sebalje to
Shaba11.
Newcomers. The most recent culture group to arrive in the
Globeville area is the Spanish-speaking. Recruited from the states of
the Southwest and from Mexico to work in the beet fields, many have now
changed
from rural to urban life and have found steady employment in
the packing
houses and other industries in the neighborhood. Their childre
n attend
the Garden Place School where years ago the first German-Russia
n children studied to become leaders in the community.
In Globeville each cultural group preferred at first to live by itself.
With the church as the center of social life, each group continu
ed to
observe old-world customs and to speak its own language. But in spite
of
the voluntary segregation of groups, unifying forces were at work
over
the years. As the children learned to speak and understand English
in the
schools, they also acquired ways of the prevailing culture. Citizenship
classes for adults were conducted by the Denver Public Schools with the
result that most adults from European countries and from Mexico became
citizens as soon as possible. Teachers and principals took an active interest
in the welfare of these immigrants. People met socially
in industries and
learned to know one another better.
The many people who now live in Globeville are largely descendants
of those who came to the area during the fifty-ye
ar period from 1880 to
1930. The community is enriched by the fact that about one-fourth of
the families speak a foreign language, as well as English.
The coming of the Valley Highway was resented by some people
because scores of old houses were razed to make way for it. Often the
original occupant had built the house with his own hands, and sons and
grandsons had added a room or two at a time. Having sheltered a family
for two or three generations, the house
held memories of joys and sorrows
and of hardships and successes shared by
loved ones. More than a house
was torn down, traditions were uprooted as well. Globevi
lle is rich in
family traditions; in fact, few neighborhoods can boast so rich a heritage.
The Negroes. The coming of the railroad to Denver in 1870
marked the beginning of a new era of growth and also led to the development of Five Points. On October 7 the first Pullma palace car from
n
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Chicago to Denver arrived from Kansas City. Aboard were Negroes,
hired as porters on the sleeping cars. As service increased, it became
necessary to find houses for them and their families in Denver, the
terminus of the route. In 1879 the Negroes were given the legal right
to own property in Denver.
Five Points, which receives its name from the intersection where East
Twenty-sixth Avenue, Washington Street, and Twenty-seventh Avenue
meet Welton Street is a little city in itself. There are more than a
hundred businesses, seventeen churches, a theater, two newspapers, and
various clubhouses and meeting places. Most of the businesses were
established after 1920 although a few date back as far as 1890. Many
business and professional men of the Negro race maintain their stores
and offices in this section. Religion has always been a vital factor in the
lives of Negroes, and they continued the custom of attending their own
churches. These they built in the vicinity of Five Points. Some Negro
families living elsewhere in the city were attracted to the neighborhood
in order to share in church activities and to enjoy the companionship of
people belonging to their own group. As Negro newcomers came to the
city they tended to settle where a welcome from their own people was
assured them.
The number of Negroes in Denver rose slowly until it reached eight
thousand in 1930. Then, for the next ten years the Negro population of
Denver remained about the same; during the decade 1940-1950, however, the number almost doubled." The present Negro population of
Denver is estimated to be between 15,000 and 16,000; about four per
cent of the population.
Special contributions. Among the Negro people have been many
who have contributed to the welfare and fame of Denver. Doctors,
lawyers, dentists, teachers, and other professional people have given
extensive leadership to members of their own race and to the city as a
whole. It is impossible in this space to tell of the business and political
leaders who have contributed their energy to the development of the
community. In athletics, welfare, and the arts their attainments have
been recognized both locally and internationally.
Gilbert Cruter, Denver athlete, has held the world and United States
records for the high jump and has traveled extensively in Europe with
other famous American track men, competing in events in most of the
countries visited. A Colorado Negro held the middleweight championship
of the State in 1938; another fought for the lightweight championship
of the world.
In welfare, Benny Hooper, whose family came to Colorado in 1874,
accom plished an amazing feat during the depression of the thirties." For
a year and a half he provided one meal daily for a breadline of men who
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came to the City Mission. Even though meat was furnished at wholesale
prices by the packing houses, rabbits by the Denver Post, and fish supplied by the city lakes, Benny's share was so great that it took him nine
years to get out of debt. At the beginning of World War II he financed
a series of flying lessons for Negro boys who were allowed to fly fifteen
minutes at a time. Later, these boys were among the first accepted for
training in the Air Corps.
The following story of the life of George Morrison, musician and
band leader, tells how one man has contributed through his art.

The Morrison Story
The Morrisons all fiddled. in fact, they were a very musical family.
The mother played the piano and the father was the "King of all the
Fiddlers" in the part of the world of which the little town of Hayette was
the center." Eight of the fourteen children lived to grow up and all were
musicians. At two, George's interest in the violin began to be evident. He
often crawled under the bed where his father kept his cherished instrument when not in use. Taking the magic fiddle out of the sack, George
pulled the bow across the strings, enraptured by the melodious sounds.
When he was five, he made himself a crude violin from a corn stalk,
using a piece of wood for the bridge, twine for the strings, and willow
for a bow. At seven George and his three brothers had a string quartet
which continued even after the family moved West.
The children sing as well as fiddled. They sang the spirituals even as
they began to talk and knew the popular songs of the day. George, especially, pleased audiences with his singing. He sang until his voice was
so strained that this part of his musical career came to an untimely end.
A married sister moved to Boulder, Colorado, and other members
of the family soon followed. George at ten years was a shoeshine boy in
Boulder. From his earnings he saved money for music lessons. At
eighteen, he studied with Howard Reynolds at Boulder; later he won a
scholarship to the New England Conservatory of Music but failed to
avail himself of the opportunity offered. He married instead and, in
1911, he and his wife moved to Denver where he formed an orchestra.
He has had one ever since.
Thirty years ago Morrison and his orchestra began to be recognized
by a large section of the American people. The Morrison recordings
reached all parts of the world. His fame is such that in 1920 he went
abroad with his band. He played in Buckingham Palace for Queen Mary
and King George. With his band he toured the United States, Mexico,
and Canada. Denver is still his home, but his music continues to bring
pleasure to people all over the world through radio broadcasts and recordings.

L
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Although, as a young man, George sacrificed a forma
l musical education for marriage, he later studied at the Chicago
Conservatory of Music.
After hearing him play, Fritz Kreisler gave him six
violin lessons free.
His own career makes heavy demands upon his time;
yet he is never
too busy to listen to the pleas of struggling beginn
ers. He teaches, advises,
and places them in the jobs where their talents fit
best. Among his former pupils and proteges are teachers, musicians,
and composers of
national fame. He is a member of the Mayor's Adviso
ry Music Committee and in this capacity he encourages talent.
In Colorado, substantial and constructive contributions
have been
made to the building of the state and the entire West by
Negro pioneers.
They played a noteworthy part in helping to subdue the wild
country, in
extending the borders of the United States, and in establ
ishing a basic
religious life.
The Chinese people. Although very few Chinese
people remain
in Denver today, there was a time from 1870 to 1890
when about 500
lived in "Hop Alley" in Denver. They were part of the
large group of
nine thousand coolies who had been imported from
China to lay the
tracks of the transcontinental railroad from San Francisco
to Ogden,
Utah, in the 1860s." When the roadbed was completed in
1869, the
Chinese were dismissed. The vast wilderness of mountains and plains
offered little in the way of immediate employment. A large numbe
r
sought jobs in Wyoming and states to the north while others
wandered
into Colorado mining camps where they worked as gulch or placer
miners,
woodcutters, cooks, and laborers around the mines and smelters.
The Chinese workers had many obstacles to overcome. Their long
dangling queues attracted immediate attention, and their loose trousers
and jackets, which have furnished the pattern for our pajamas, were
a
contrast to the American working clothes. Their language was so unlike
English that there was little basis for understanding with other pioneers.
Opposition to Chinese workers developed in California early, and the
feeling spread to other parts of the country, including Colorado. The
unpopularity of the Chinese was due partly to the fact that they replaced
other workmen who were accustomed to a higher standard of living than
could be maintained on the low wages paid to Chinese laborers. They
lived on rice, tea, and fish for the small sum of ten to twenty cents a day.
The Denver Chinese were unpopular with merchants of the city for
they bought all their clothing, furnishings, and other necessities directly
from China. Even the food they ate was purchased from Chinese importers. This made hard feelings with white merchants who were striving for
business. Chinese restaurants also offered competition since they attracted
many patrons, curious to taste oriental food.
Several events probably contributed to the decline of Chinese popula147
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estimated 160
A special celebration. Once a year the Chinese New Year was cel.of
ebrated with firecrackers and special foods by the Denver followers
Confucius. The celebration which lasted a week began with the booming
candles.
of firecrackers, the beating of tom-toms, and the burning of big
not
The festivities took place at night so that the work of the day would
be interrupted.
On February 2, 1910, the Chinese in Denver ushered in the year
4607. They were given a special permit to celebrate in the fashion of their
celeancestors. Chinese business houses enjoyed big profits during the
bration, for groups of American curiosity seekers visited the Chinese seccelebration
tion. These festivities were probably the last general public
although many Chinese families still hold private celebrations.
restaurants
As in other cities, many Chinese here are proprietors of
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or operators of hand laundries. Competition has increased as steam laundries have replaced hand laundries and much Chinese food is available in
cans or in frozen form. Most Chinese restaurants now specialize in Chinese
dishes served in exotic atmosphere. All employ Chinese help; thus employment of the group is assured, to a degree, in Denver.
Individual Chinese will continue to contribute to the welfare of the
American people through scientific discovery, motion pictures, and highway construction as well as by giving to America their fine traits of
character and high quality citizenship. Their closely knit family life
presents a wholesome model. A warden of the Denver County jail
proudly asserted that a Chinese or a Japanese prisoner was very rare at
that institution.
The Japanese people. Homeless wanderers during the first years
of the 1900s, the first immigrants from Japan lived in one construction
camp after another. They traveled to all parts of the state. They were
strangers in a strange and vast land, very different from their small island
homeland.
Some former railroad workers found jobs on projects throughout the
state, such as Trinidad water works, Longmont water works, and in
quarries in the Boulder valley. These workers used Denver as their headquarters in slack seasons, living in boardinghouses in the Old Chinatown
section. Labor contractors provided minimum facilities for these men.
Some found work on farms. Gradually life in Denver became more attractive and a permanent community began to develop about 1920.
Picture brides. The Japanese immigrants were mostly single men,
and when they decided to stay in America, they wanted Japanese wives. A
few of them could afford to return to Japan to marry, but the majority
did not have the means for such a long journey. So, a plan was devised by
which Japanese women willing to marry "sight unseen" sent their pictures to a professional go-between who arranged marriages by proxy
between the picture brides and the waiting bridegrooms. Thus the problem of marriage was solved. (The Federal Government stopped this
practice in 1920.)
About 1906 Japanese began to find homes between Twenty-first and
Twenty-eighth Streets on Blake and Market Streets." Among them were
a few who belonged to the well-to-do classes in Japan. From the beginning there were merchants and at least one journalist and one doctor. The
merchants established their own enterprises, and, by 1920, Denver was
recognized as a center of trade in oriental foods. Here is a sketch of one
Immigrant who arrived in Denver in the first decade of the 1900s:2°
Yastaka Harai came to the United States to avoid military conscription in Japan. Arriving in Portland, Oregon, in 1906, he
entered college. After one year's attendance he Was bankrupt. A
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Japanese businessman provided funds for him to complete his
education. After graduation, Yastaka worked in his patron's
business in Denver for one year in payment for the money advanced.
Yastaka had studied law during his senior year and had all but
one qualification necessary to take the bar examination in Colorado—because of the law in force at that time he was unable to
become an American citizen. However, he was well equipped for
the business career which he has successfully carried on in Denver
over the years.
A sudden rise in population. In 1940 there were only 323 Japanese living in Denver; by February 1944, the number was seven times
greater. To understand this sharp increase in population, it is necessary to
go back to December 7, 1941, when Japan made a surprise attack upon
Pearl Harbor. Great confusion and a strong emotional reaction against all
Japanese in the United States followed this event. In areas along the coast
of California, Oregon, Washington, and in southwest Arizona the government ordered people of Japanese ancestry both foreign born and native
to evacuate. A War Relocation Authority was established to help the
evacuated people find new homes. Several thousand came directly to
Denver. They were followed by a thousand more from the Amache
Reclamation Center in the Arkansas Valley and from Heart Mountain,
Wyoming. Of the total number, seventy-five percent were native Americans of Japanese ancestry. The others were not eligible to become American citizens. (Restrictions discriminating against the naturalization of
certain cultures were removed by the Immigration and Nationality Act
of 1952.)
The War Relocation Authority allowed only those Japanese who
were employed or were otherwise able to take care of themselves financially to come to Denver. Among them were a few agricultural workers,
store employees, professional workers, and some engaged in service occupations. A number established their own businesses, most of them in the
vicinity of Larimer and Twentieth Streets. The peak of Japanese population in Denver was over 5,000. During the war, Denver became the
center for the distribution of Japanese foods since most of the relocation
centers were in this area. Opportunities for employment were very
favorable for the newcomers at that time, as is always true in time of
war. Many Japanese-Americans went into military service for the United
States. At first many volunteered; later they were subject to conscription
the same as other American citizens.
Little choice of homes. Most of the West Coast exiles crowded into
the old Chinatown section where other Japanese already lived or in the
partly abandoned business district near by. Roughly the area extended
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from Champa to Blake Streets and from Thirty-Second Street to Speer
Boulevard. A few of the Japanese lived in East Denver where they
were employed as gardeners and house servants. Some students of the
University of Denver located near the campus.
The buildings in the downtown section were mostly old business
houses, two or three stories high, which had been converted into rooming
houses and hotels. In such buildings the majority of the newcomers
found rooms for light housekeeping. Others succeeded in locating in
single dwellings. A few purchased homes, but over one-half of the families lived in one-room apartments, according to a survey made in 1944.
Japanese sometimes experienced difficulties if they attempted to buy
homes in the newer districts of the city, a problem also experienced by
members of other minority groups in Denver. When the war was over
and Japanese could return to the West Coast, about three thousand
moved away.
Many religions are represented among people of Japanese culture.
However, the Japanese-American community in Denver centers largely
around the Tri-State Buddhist Church, located at 1943 Lawrence Street,
now 41 years old. Its two priests serve not only the Denver congregation
but the various mission groups throughout Colorado, Nebraska, and
Wyoming. Two big Buddhist festivals are celebrated each year among
the members of the church in this area. The Spring Festival is a one-day
celebration in honor of Buddha's birthday. In the summer the Abon
Festival, a memorial service, is held.'
The Dutch people. The name Little Holland clings to the area
between East Evans and Louisiana Avenues and South Broadway and
Downing Street. This unique neighborhood is made up of Hollanders
and the descendants of early-day Dutch settlers. Altogether more than
2,500 persons of Dutch ancestry make their homes in Denver, but not all
are living in the original area. Included are a few Netherland Nationals
and a small number of displaced persons."
The Hollanders originally came to Denver for reasons of health.
About 1900, group of farmers settled around Parker and Kersey. Later
some of them drifted to the Denver settlement. Others came from unsuccessful farming ventures near Crook and from the San Luis Valley.
The Hollanders have followed many trades and professions, being
mechanics, contractors, carpenters, accountants, doctors, and lawyers.
Many are skilled workmen at Gates Rubber Company and at Schwayder
Brothers. The reputation for neatness, industry, and carefulness which
Hollanders have earned gives them an advantage in finding jobs.
During the last war a relief society was organized called the Knickerbocker Society At present it functions as a civic society to interest people
in voting and in performing other civic duties. The religious denomina151

tion of the Hollanders is the Christian Reformed Church with three
churches in Denver—First, Second, and Third (the newest) Christian
Reformed. The members of these congregations also maintain their own
school system, consisting of a grade and a high school.
The Italian people. The Garbarino brothers from northern Italy
came to Denver in 1859, the first recorded Italians to settle in the town.
They formed the nucleus of the colony which was the goal for further
Italian immigration in 1872. The following two years a few more families arrived in Colorado Territory. Some of them settled in Denver, and
some used Denver merely as a supply center."
Between the years 1880 and 1885 more immigrants came to the
United States, and Italians, mostly from Southern Italy, drifted toward
Denver. The first arrivals saw the possibilities in Denver and Colorado
and urged their relatives in the mother country to follow them. In the
1880s, when Italy suffered from drought, crop failures, disease, and
famine, thousands of Italians ca.me to the United States. The Italians who
came to Colorado in the late '80s and in the early '90s were, for the most
part, young vigorous men. Some were married and had left their families
in Italy; others had left sweethearts. Their first ambition was to collect
enough money to send for their families or sweethearts and many of
them did so. Some of the men found work on the railroads and in the
quarries or mines; others purchased property or set up businesses of their
own. According to the assistant chief engineer of the Denver and Rio
Grande Western Railroad, the Italian workers were the railroad's greatest
asset when the railroad was building through the Rockies. Agents, called
patrones, paid by both employers and immigrants, were sent to Italy to
bring laborers to jobs in this country. Some Italians engaged in truck
farming in and about Denver with decided success. Today, in the names
of many of the large produce houses, one may trace the influence of
these settlers. Small craft traditions of village life in Italy encouraged
many immigrants to go into shoe repairing, barbering, and huckstering.
In 1902, Italians from Campagna and Sicily began to migrate to
Denver from the eastern seacoast. Most of these people were from the
districts of Potenza in Southern Italy and Palermo and Marsalae Ui
Sicily. They came to escape from military conscription and poor economic
conditions. These are the immigrants who first began to settle the North
Denver section which became familiarly known as "Little Italy." After
the new arrivals had made a successful settlement the influx of Italians
was more rapid. The earlier Italian settlers formed fraternal organizations
which helped newcomers to get acquainted and to secure insurance. Between 1902 and 1910 about 8,000 poured into Denver—entire villages
from the Campagna moving bodily into Denver. During the years of
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World War I immigration dropped sharply and since that time has been
very small.
Census reports provide an excellent picture of the population increase
of Italians in Denver from 1880. In that year there were only 86 foreign
born Italians in Denver, but in 1930 the number reached 2,874.
For many years, the Italians in Denver retained a great part of their
social heritage. The preservation of mother-country customs was aided
by isolation in the section known as "Little Italy."
It is in the family and the clan that the few Italian customs and folkways are still retained and are best observed. It is in these institutions
that we see clearly the Italian-American way of life. Rome's tradition of
the closely-knit family lives today in Denver, where events of life center
about births, deaths, christenings, and marriages.
The old custom of hiring a band for funerals is slowly dying out, but
friends still prepare a big dinner for the bereaved, take it to the homes,
and sit up all night with the mourners. Another colorful ceremony of
these people is the wedding, after which friends of the bride and groom
gather for feasting, drinking, and dancing in a hall engaged for the
purpose. Old-world village loyalties play an important part in the life of
the community, especially in the celebration of Saints' Days. On the feast
of Saint Rocco, religious processions parade through the streets doing
honor to their saint. These are led by the priests in full regalia followed
by the men of the parish, ranked according to the offering they have
given. Mount Carmel Church at West Thirty-fifth Avenue and Navajo
activity
Street still retains its position as the center of religious and social
for the Italian people, many of whom now live in other sections of the
city.
still
In a few of the back yards of homes, the community oven may
and
high
feet
six
than
more
oven
outdoor
be seen. This is an immense
out.
died
has
fire
the
after
long
heat
made of fine clay that holds the
assoThese ovens are used to bake the round loaves of bread so closely
ciated with the Italian table.
around
The business life of the Italian community formerly centered
is
street
the
Across
Navajo Street and West Thirty-eighth Avenue.
communthe
in
ages
Columbus Park, a center of activity for people of all
Street.
ity. Today the business section has moved farther west to Tejon
Informal banking. In the early days of the country, before banking
bank. The
regulations were enforced, every Italian grocery was also a
were also
wares,
ordinary
grocery keepers. in addition to vending their
accepting
of
and
engaged in the practice of selling foreign exchange
entrusted
Italians
deposits, which bore no interest, for safekeeping. Many
more seno
with
their hard-earned savings to these small storekeepers
had
depositor
curity than the reputation of the trustee. In most cases, the
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eper would not keep faith and
nothing to fear, but occasionally a storeke
their savings.
the poor working people were stripped of
us and have always
The Italians have a strong regard for Columb
Noce, a promcelebrated in his honor. Through the efforts of Angelo
state in the
first
the
inent Denver-Italian from Genoa, Colorado was
discovery of
the
of
Union to declare October 12 a legal holiday, in honor
the Western Hemisphere.
-Americans may
The philosophy of patriotism shown by many Italian
my bread is, there is
be synonymous with the old Italian adage, "Where
my fatherland."
across
The Jewish people and West Colfax. A small town plot
incorporated in
the Platte River, along what is now West Colfax, was
Lincoln,
1891 and named for Schuyler Colfax, a close friend of Abraham
Colfax
Grant.
who later became vice president of the United States under
e from
visited Colorado in 1863 and gave to the miners a personal messag
to any
President Lincoln. This was believed to be Lincoln's last message
after
section of the American people since he was assassinated a few days
Denver
giving Colfax the message. During his visit, Colfax invested in
property, and Colfax Avenue was named for him.
in
The area known as the town of Colfax became part of Denver
which
land
1897. Beginning at the Platte River it included the strip of
West
extended west to Sheridan Boulevard between West Colfax and
the
Thirteenth Avenues. All this fertile land had been taken up under
broken UP
Homestead Act of the 1860s. Gradually the big farms were
between
section
d
lowlan
into smaller plots and homes were built. The
when
settled.
be
the Platte River and Federal Boulevard was the first to
bank
west
the
the Denver and Rio Grande Railway laid its tracks along
resiof the river, the smoke and grime made this section undesirable for
failure
dences and many people moved into newer sections. With the
workers
of the textile and paper mills following the panic of 1893, many
left Denver in search of employment elsewhere.
with
Strange as it seems, circumstances in Europe filled those houses
new families of Jewish origin. Beginning in the 1800s and lasting in°
y'
the 1920s, Jews underwent continuous persecution in Russia, Hungarted
(restric
Poland, and Rumania. They were compelled to live in ghettos
areas), forbidden to own land or to earn their living by farming. They
could not engage in professions nor could the children attend non-Jewish
in
schools. The Jewish people never knew when a pogrom might occur or
nds
Thousa
which members of their families would be beaten or killed.
such
Jews sought refuge in this country where people protested against race.
treatment." Contrary to the belief of many, the Jews are not a
ion
Their differences are social and historical. The more correct descript
would be that they are a religious group with a long cultural history.
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Long before 1893, however, Jewish people had come to Denver.
They came with other gold seekers in 1858 and in 1859. The first Rosh
Hashana (Jewish New Year) was celebrated here by a handful of gold
prospectors.
An enterprising merchant. In America, Jews naturally sought
employment in the trades which they had learned in their European
homelands. Fred Z. Solomon, probably the first Jewish merchant to
arrive, brought supplies into Denver in August 1859. His train of twelve
wagons, each drawn by five oxen, was loaded with groceries, boots, dry
goods, miners' tools, and other supplies. Solomon was awarded two lots
by the Auraria Town Company, on condition that he would not locate
his store in Denver City across the creek. He built the first brick home
in town and started a business on the corner of Eleventh and Larimer
Streets. Later he was made director of several institutions. He was a philanthropic leader and instrumental in bringing the first railroad into
Denver. He was appointed territorial treasurer by Governor Hunt. In
addition to this, he served on the City Council in 1861. Fred Solomon,
Abraham Jacobs, Leopold Mayer, and Julius Mitchell were the trailblazers of Denver's Jewish community.
In contrast to these men, the founders of the West Colfax settlement
,
came to Colorado to farm. They settled first at a place called Cotopaxi
de
Baron
the
by
financed
been
just outside Canon City. This group had
the
Hirsch Fund, a sum of money raised to help Jews get away from
small
Jews;
of
ns
East Coast. There were, however, no mass migratio
groups came instead.
The settlement at Cotopaxi was not successful. The men worked in
the mines when crops failed. They cut logs for the Denver and Rio
Denver
Grande Railroad. Many of the members of the settlement came to
Many
stands.
now
viaduct
Colfax
and lived close together where the West
of
ties
by
other
each
to
were originally from Poland and were bound
blood and friendship."
and
About 1900, the second group of immigrants arrived. Russianin
Denver
to
Polish-Jews, fleeing from the oppression of the Czars, came
Until
1900.4920 and settled also under the viaduct in West Denver.
for their
recent years, these Jews continued to live apart, one reason
religious
the
observed
strictly
slow assimilation. They spoke Yiddish and
by
spoken
dialect
German
Practices of the Jewish faith. (Yiddish is a
Jews from Central and Eastern Europe.)
worked
Foundations for future vocations. As newcomers, they
at humble occupations, yet many began successful careers as junk dealers
and peddlers, often peddling with horse and wagon. Golden Avenue
and later
(West Colfax Avenue) became the principal business street
years the
the
Over
ts,
merchan
Latimer Street was taken over by Jewish
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in the cattle
men have followed various trades and professions. Many are
merchants
also
are
There
feeders.
and
business as ranchers, cattle buyers,
men.
and an ever increasing number of professional
When the lowland section began to be crowded, the more prosperous
residents moved west along West Colfax, up the hill beyond Federal
Boulevard buying old houses or building new ones. Here a large settlement of orthodox Jews grew up, in which about one-third of the Denver
Jews live. This represents the most compact part of the Jewish Community in Denver. About two-thirds of the Jewish population of Denver today
live in the eastern section of the city.
Merited esteem. Denver's Jewish community is well organized and
is devoted to philanthropic and welfare work dedicated to people of all
races and creeds." Four great national institutions had been created by the
early 1900s: the Jewish Consumptive Relief Society Sanitarium at
Spivak, west of Denver, the National Jewish Hospital at Colorado Boulevard and East Colfax, the National Home for Jewish Children at Nineteenth and Julian, and the Ex-Patients Tubercular Home at 8000 E.
Montview Boulevard. In addition there have been developed the Beth
Israel Hospital and Home for the Aged, the General Rose Memorial
Hospital, the West Branch Community Center, and the B'nai B'rith
Building.
It would not be possible to name or pay tribute to the many Jewish
people who have made outstanding contributions to the charitable and
welfare progress in Denver. A very, very few are mentioned as examples.
Mr. I. Rude, a tailor born in 1875, came to Denver on a stretcher,
desperately poor. He regained his health and began to prosper in Denver..
To show his gratitude for blessings received, he helpd to buy the B'nal
B'rith Building; he also gave a building to the Jewish Consumptive
Relief Society. Before coming to Denver, Mr. Rude had given money and
clothing to a man just released from prison. Three years later he received
$500 from an unknown source. Mr. Rude made that $500 the nucleus
of a fund which created and maintains Rude Park.
Frances Wisehart Jacobs (Mrs. Abraham Jacobs) was active in the
campaign in Denver to build the National Jewish Hospital for ConsumPtives. She is termed the mother of the free kindergartens in Denver. Her
philanthropic work widened and deepened, but the charity work connected with the kindergarten was nearest her heart. She is also known
as "Mother of Charities." Her path in life lay among the bereaved and
unhappy, the sick and the suffering; she was one of the best friends of
Denver's poor. She is the only woman to have her portrait in the stained
glass window of the Hall of Fame in the Colorado capitol.
Wolfe Londoner who served as mayor of Denver from 1889 to 1891
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possessed the spirit typical of the early Jewish settlers. He walked 600
miles from Leavenworth, Kansas, to Denver.
Another merchant who began operation in Denver in 1888 and whose
company became one of the nation's largest department store chains was
David May. He opened his first store in Leadville.
That the Jews brought strong religious convictions with them is
evident in the number of synagogues and temples that have been estabfifty
lished. Two outstanding religious leaders, who served more than
S.
W.
late
Rabbi
years in the city, are Rabbi C. E. Hillel Kauvar and the
Friedman.
l
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sted in solRose, attended school in Denver. He had always been intere
ce went
Mauri
ed.
enlist
he
out
broke
war
diers and when the first world
nant
lieute
d
secon
a
was
and
Riley
through Officers Training Camp at Fort
was
he
l,
Mihie
Sr.
at
1918,
ry
before he was eighteen. Wounded in Janua
capa
as
army
the
from
awarded the Silver Star for bravery. Discharged
ed Division.
tain he soon re-enlisted but was later transferred to the Armor
was known
and
n
During World War II he served with General Patto
, while he
as a brilliant strategist. In March of 1945, on the way to Berlin
epted by Gerwas riding in a jeep at the head of his troops, he was interc
was shot down by
man tanks. In the act of surrendering, Maurice Rose
.
a young German, a senseless murder that shocked the world
tal. It is
Hospi
ial
Memor
Rose
al
In his memory was built the Gener
ial
memor
only
the
dead,
war
a living, useful memorial to all of Denver's
ced
finan
,
tarian
nonsec
is
in Denver to pay such homage. The institution
of
names
The
.
faiths
by voluntary contributions from people of all
es
plaqu
e
bronz
r on 1500
Denver men killed in World War II appea
on
ged
arran
are
in the hospital lobby lounge. Over these plaques, which
erently dedi—"Rev
reads
which
ption
inscri
one large background, is an
II." General Rose's name
cated to Denver's honored dead of World War
names, and all names are
appears in the same size print as the other
the hospital was opened to
arranged in alphabetical order. Just before
was held. The
the public, a memorial service for these 1500 war dead
es.
servic
ssive
families of many of them attended the impre
hangs near the entrance.
Rose
al
Gener
A life-size oil painting of
of the Schwayder Brothers
Nearby, hangs one of Maurice H. Schwayder,
He literally worked
firm, who felt that Denver needed such a hospital.
of it.
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of
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first Easterners and
The Spanish-speaking people. When the
a few thousand
those from the Midwest came to Colorado in 1857,
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which
Spanish-speaking people lived in the southern part of the state,
this
of
scouts
and
traders,
at that time was part of Mexico. Trappers,
were
nts
encampme
Indian
group who had known Denver as the site of
became
frequently seen on the streets of the early city. As conditions
here
settled
miners
more stable, Spanish-speaking railroad workers and
the
In
t.
settlemen
new
and many took an active part in the affairs of the
readily
were
and
years following, a few families continued to come
assimilated into the main stream of the population.
It was not until the rapid immigration into the city of large numbers
of unemployed coal miners, railroad employes, and between-season beet
workers during depression years in the twenties and thirties that the isolation of the Spanish-speaking people from the rest of the community
began to be serious. At first, most of the newcomers were migrants from
the Southwest; later destitute Mexican immigrants who had come to this
because
country to work in the beet fields were forced to settle in Denver
the
Today
they had no money with which to return to their native land.
d
designate
number of white persons with Spanish surnames—as they were
n
populatio
in the 1950 census—constitutes about six percent of the total
new
of Denver. There is a growing leadership which is making possible
opportunities for economic and social advancement and for education.
have
Few families leave Denver to work in the beet fields. Most adults
indusfound employment in packing houses, paper factories, and other
growing
tries. Some have entered business or the professions. There is a
number who participate in the life of the city.
The American Indians. The very first people in the Denver region
were American Indians who favored the spot at the juncture of CherrY
white
Creek and the Platte River for their camp sites even after the first
y
settlements were established. By 1880, however, Indians had practicall
land
their
disappeared from the streets of Denver, having sold or traded
to newcomers with little knowledge of its value.
Bureau
Gradually they have returned. The 1950 United States Census
reported 195 Indians living in Denver. Included in this number were
Cheyennes, Arapahoes, Sioux, and Utes. The number has almost doubled
since then through the work of the Relocation Bureau of the United
purpose
States Bureau of Indian Affairs, which was established for the
of helping Indians on western reservations secure employment in urban
one
areas. In 1956 Denver received one hundred seventy-two families and
hundred twenty-five single Indians. This number will probably be
doubled in 1957 The Indian Bureau assists with problems such as transthe
portation, housing, and employment. It makes every effort to help folwhich
Indians to become integrated into the community. The story
lows gives an account of the life of one Sioux Indian and indicates his
contribution both to the United States and to the Denver community.
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Bird Neckles Was an American Soldier
Bird Neckles, a full-blooded Sioux, a lecturer, dancer, craftsman, and
a patrolman for the Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad, performed a remarkable service for our country during World War I. He
and his wife now live in the east part of Denver.'
Bird Neckles was born in a tepee on the Pine Ridge reservation in
1897. When he was six years old, he was sent to an Indian school at
Chilocco, Oklahoma. The little boy was dressed for the trip in new
buckskin trousers, moccasins, and coat. His braided hair hung below his
knees. When he arrived in Chilocco, the boy, called Ze-tak-la-na-pe in
the Sioux language, was sent to the barber where his braids were cut.
One of Bird's first friends at Chilocco was Jim Thorpe, the famous
Olympic champion, who acted as interpreter for the homesick Sioux boy.
After a week, the group from South Dakota was divided, and Bird was
put with boys from many different tribes who could not understand each
other because of language differences. Bird looked forward to Saturdays
and Sundays when the Sioux group was allowed to get together and
visit. Bird was in school all winter and returned to Pine Ridge for the
summer; that was his schedule for the next few years. During his time
at Chilocco, one of Bird's playmates was young Will Rogers.
After he left school, Bird Neckles joined the National Guard.In 1917,
he enlisted in the regular army where he became a second lieutenant.

While serving in the armored division in France, he was wounded once
and gassed four times.
When Bird was in a hospital in France, Major Thundercloud, a fullAfter some
blooded Cherokee and a West Point graduate,came to see him.
and obtained
conferences, the Major and Lieutenant Neckles sought
in the United
Indians
all
out
search
to
Permission from General Pershing
communicain
used
were
them,
of
States Army. These Indians, about 800
the flow of
dialects,
Indian
tions. As the enemy could not understand the
information to the enemy was greatly decreased.
the
After the war, Bird spent some years in hospitals recovering from
Denver
effects of poison gas. When he was discharged, he came to
Denver and Rio
where he was employed as a patrolman by the
years.
Grand Western Railroad for a number of
In his home workshop, Bird makes beautiful deerskin shirts, moccasins, and gloves. The workshop contains many examples of his bead and
feather work and leathercraft, all expertly done.
Equal opportunities for all. Only by understanding the contributions made to the prosperity and well-being of the city and state by the
many different ethnic groups who settled here can a person appreciate
their worth. Only part of the story has been told in this book. Other
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to build a big city. No
groups shared in the labor and planning needed
one can say who did the most.
or culture. Certain
There is no such thing as a pure race or a superi
ed because they were
groups in the world have been culturally retard
that such retardaisolated, segregated, or oppressed. History has shown
equal opportunities
tion is a temporary condition that corrects itself when
are given.
continued
Commission on Human Relations. The destiny and
groups.
all
of
e
prosperity of each citizen is dependent on the welfar
of
mayor
was
he
Quigg Newton firmly subscribed to this belief. When
study
to
ons
Denver, in 1947, he set up the Committee on Human Relati
r, especially
and to report on the welfare of the people who lived in Denve
igation and
members of minority groups. After three years of careful invest
Council in
a detailed presentation of the committee findings, the City
ssion
Commi
1951 officially established within the city government the
promote
on Human Relations. The purpose of this organization is to
cultural
better understanding among the various racial, religious, and
equality of
groups in the city of Denver and to enforce laws which grant
opportunity to all citizens.
es are
One of the findings of the Commission was that certain practic
city,
the
characteristic of all groups with low incomes. Upon arriving in where
they are forced to establish residence in the least desirable sections
common.
bad housing, delinquency, crime, and unsanitary conditions are
obstacles.
Over and over, minority groups have labored to rise above such
have
When given an education and better economic opportunities, they
succeeded.
strains.
America is not a "melting pot" but a nation of many cultural
does
lation
It is better when people do not become too much alike. Assimi
best
not mean that all must be cast in a certain mold. Perhaps this is
expressed in the following quotation from Franklin D. Roosevelt:
"We in the United States are amazingly rich in the elements
from which to weave a culture. We have the best of man's past
on which to draw, brought to us by our native folk and folk
from all parts of the world. In building these elements into a
al
national fabric of beauty and strength, let us keep the origin
fibers so intact that the fineness of each will show in the completed handiwork."

Denver Is One Hundred Years Old

and
A century has passed since the two squawmen, William McGaa
Auraria, and
John Smith who operated the ferry, built a double cabin in
ory log
two-st
farther up on Ferry Street, Uncle Dick Wootton built a
close
building. A century has passed since there rose along First Street,
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to the Platte River, the crude log cabins of Indian Row. And in those
hundred years the city of Denver has grown. Yet even with all the rich
variety of people who came across the world to build it, the real reason
for its growth has never been completely answered. Perhaps it was the
ferry across the Platte at Eleventh Street, the only crossing possible for
wagons for miles up and down the stream. Denver, in its change from
a handful of log cabins to an important metropolis, may be said to be
"the building into reality of man's visions and dreams and wishes."
Denver had no natural advantages to help it. It was not even on a
cross-country route, and the mines were many miles away. With all these
handicaps, Denver set out to be the leading city of the Rocky Mountain
region and the dream became a reality. Today it is the youngest major
city in the nation.
Three hundred years ago. The metropolitan area of Denver, with
its population of almost 800,000 (1957), its tall buildings, beautiful
parks and residences, and surrounding farms and gardens presents a very
different picture from the site three centuries ago. A desolate flat stretched
east from the base of the mountains, relieved only by sagebrush and
a scrubby growth of cottonwoods along the muddy banks of Cherry
Creek and the Platte River. Ordinarily, the only signs of life were scurrying rabbits and prairie dogs, prowling coyotes, a herd of buffalo or
antelope, or perhaps a stray timber wolf.
the
Occasionally, an Indian band would pitch cone-shaped tents near
a
of
quarter
a
lying
fresh water spring (later known as Baker's Spring)
now
viaduct
Colfax
mile east of the river, just south of where the West
yellow
stands. Sometimes a war party in paint and feathers forded the
a
from
stream (the Platte was a deep river then) going to or returning
sound
raid upon hostile tribes. Later, the great plains would echo with the
Indian
the
while
fires
with
bright
of tom-toms, and the night would be
women "danced the scalps."
as
The birth of a city. The city of Denver was originally founded
soon
Park,
Overland
four towns: Montana City, about a mile south of
and two other
abandoned; St. Charles, whose promoters were forced out;
of Cherry
settlements that became permanent, Auraria, on the west side
City
Creek near its present junction with the Platte River, and Denver
on the east side of the creek.
with
The early comers to Denver were intent upon finding gold but
its
almost
and
beginning
no idea of where to look. Gold was Denver's
exaggerwildly
end. Its history began with small discoveries of gold and
ated rumors of the findings. The newborn settlements, rising as the result
of
of the excitement and fever produced by the hope of riches, were full
occupamen from all parts of the world, a colorful aggregation of race,
tion, and creed.
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on October 3, 1859, by
Auraria
in
The first school in the Pikes Peak Region was opened
Twelfth
on the west side of
0. J. Goldrick. Thirteen pupils were enrolled in a log cabin
Street between Larimer and Market Streets.

found
Business, a good venture. At the start, gold seekers had
various
their way to the two settlements. From here they tried their luck in
to
streams or went into the mountains. However, many pioneers stayed
received
set up business establishments; often those who stayed in Denver
mountains to
a far larger share of the gold than those who rushed to the
locate a mine.
occuStorekeeping in those early days in Denver was a very lucrative
business
pation for men who had the capital to conduct it properly. The
which
of supplying clothes, provisions, tools, and all the odds and ends
soon
the hurrying, restless population needed, or thought they needed,
taking
became a large one. One pioneer, G. W. Clayton, became rich by
vacant property in settlement of accounts.
e
Prices were extravagantly high because of the long and expensiv
plausible
freightage across the plains. This expense was often made the
would
excuse for prices far higher than a fair estimate of freight charges
allow. The average customer was usually in too much of a hurry to
much
haggle over prices and, in any event, it would not have done him
disgood. True, the risks were great and the wagon trains were liable to the
abling accident, capture, and pillage by marauding Indians, but in
end the customer always paid the freight.
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The Title Guaranty Company.
The Elephant Corral, named because of its size, was the largest building in Denver in 1859.
It housed a mercantile business and hotel. Its gateway still stands in the 1400 block on
Wazee Street.

The merger of the towns. On April 5, 1860, at a general meeting,
citizens of the two towns voted to combine under the simpler name of
Denver City (called that until 1870 or later). The town began to
expand rapidly. A picture of Denver in 1860 reveals 360 buildings. The
three largest were the Jones and Cartwright building on Blake Street,
between Fifteenth and Sixteenth Streets, housing the terminal of the
Santa Fe Freight Line, a company of fur traders, and a drug store; the
Planter's House, a new hotel on Blake and Sixteenth Streets; and a threestory house, with Garrish and Company Grocery on the ground floor at
Sixteenth and Market Streets. There were numerous saloons and gambling
halls, and along Cherry Creek many residents lived in tents. In 1860,
Robert Teats, one of the earliest pioneers, bought the Denver House,
enlarged it, and called it the Elephant Corral, named for its size, not for
an elephant.
People today can view Denver as it was in 1860 by visiting the Colorado State Museum at East Fourteenth Avenue and Sherman Street. One
of the exhibits is an exact model of Denver and Auraria in 1860, with
buildings constructed to the scale of one-sixteenth inch to a foot. Not only
are buildings shown, but the streets are peopled with men, women, and
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children in costumes of the period; Indian warriors and their families;
and wagons, horses, mules, oxen, and dogs.
In 1861 when Colorado Territory was established by Congress, Denver was a town of log, frame, and adobe buildings, with an occasional
brick structure one or two stories in height. Almost all the buildings were
unplastered and unpainted. East Denver contained most of the business
houses, and new streets had been laid out from Wynkoop Street to the
Platte River.
The sidewalks seemed always filled with men, and the roadways
with oxen and immense freight wagons. It was a dreary, forlorn, and
noisy town. Sixteenth and Arapahoe Streets were then the south and
east boundaries of East Denver's business section. Beyond that, scattered
over a treeless, shrubless stretch of town lots, were a few dwelling houses.
West Denver had more residences than East Denver and had many
water wells which made trees, shrubs, and flowers possible. East Denver,
in contrast, was a high plateau with "no prospect of growing anything
more beautiful than cactuses, at that time so plentiful that the sharp
spines penetrated my lady's shoes, to her intense discomfort, did she step
from the beaten path." This was greatly changed in 1865 by the coming
of the old City Ditch from far up the Platte. It ran both parallel to and
around ridges of the present Capitol Hill. Before this, much water had
to be hauled from the river to augment the meager supply from wells.
Obstacles hinder growth. The growth of the city was not continuous. In 1863, Denver had only one-third as many people as were
there in 1858; gold was hard to extract, and the Civil War had caused
men to go back home to enlist.
Fire. Denver experienced unexpected difficulties in the first years
of its existence. On April 19, 1863, at 2:30 a.m., a fire started in the
Cherokee House at Fifteenth and Blake Streets. There was a brisk wind
from the south that swept the flames from building to building, mostly
frame structures built of resin-filled pine boards. Early fire fighters were
volunteer bucket brigades, each man furnishing his own bucket and contributing his own suggestions for controlling the fire. However, in the
face of this fire the town's brigades were helpless and soon gave up trying
to check the fire. As dawn broke over the eastern prairies, only smoking
embers marked the former location of seventy buildings. The town was
practically destroyed, a total loss of $250,000. The citizens began to rebuild immediately but, profiting from their recent experience, used brick
as the main building material. For many years, Denver's city ordinances
restricted the use of lumber as a building material.
Then the flood. Friendly Indians had warned the early settlers
against Cherry Creek, but they scoffed at the idea that the muddy trickle
of water could become a menace.
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At midnight on May 19, 1864, a great wall of water forced its way down Cherry Creek,
carrying with it houses, trees, and cattle. The flood, which was caused by heavy rains, cost
twenty lives and great property damage.

On the night of May 20, 1864, one year after the fire, disaster again
struck the city. Cherry Creek,"that miserable, despised bed of sand which
crept through the town," overflowed from cloudbursts and flooded the
town. Twenty persons were drowned and a million dollars worth of
property was destroyed.
One good effect of the flood was the washing away of all that. remained of hostile or sectional feeling between the east and west divisions
of the city. It also put a stop to all building on the treacherous sands of
Cherry Creek. West Denver, located on the lowest ground, had suffered
most. Many of its business houses were abandoned, and the owners established themselves in new places in the east section of the city, which
rapidly acquired prominence and importance.
Other blows. More trouble came from a widespread uprising the.
unhappy Plains Indians who were again on the warpath. They attacke.d
stages, mail coaches, and other vehicles. Travelers refused to risk the trip
overland and freighting stopped. The resulting decrease in Population
helped to add to the gloom of the period from 1864 to 1867.
By 1868 after empty-handed gold seekers had left the region, Denver
was a discouraged and isolated frontier se
thathe
of t
settlement. The last hope
the
remaining citizens for the town's survival was the possibility

a
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As many of the coaches
ous.
danger
and
g
Trips to Denver by stagecoach were often excitin
were a constant threat. Indians might stage
carried mail, gold, and silver, highway robbers
an attack at any time.

l road through
Union Pacific Company would run its transcontinenta
Wyoming,as its division
Denver. However, the company chose Cheyenne,
s of a six-horse coach
Point and Denver had to make connection by mean
news of the decision
when
town
Which ran daily. Gloom settled over the
soon showed their
e
peopl
of the Union Pacific reached Denver, but the
former governor
a
,
John Evans
resourcefulness and cooperation. With
any and the
comp
a
of the territory as their leader, business men formed
worth of
less than 4,000 townspeople in a single day bought $225,000
Cheyenne to Denver.
stock to build their own branch railroad from
The Federal Government
Citizens with no money pledged their labor.
Denver Pacific reached
helped by giving land for the right-of-way. The
St. Louis
the town on June 24, 1870. Connections with Kansas City and
Kansas
the
of
etion
compl
were established later that year with the
Pacific Railroad, giving the city two railroads.
of Denver on May 28,
When Congress officially recognized the city
Avenue on
1 864, the corporate limits extended from West Thirty-second
Zuni Street
the north to West Eleventh Avenue on the south, and from
miles. Ine
squar
3.52
on the west to Broadway on the east, an area of
across
and,
City
er
cluded in the original corporation were Auraria, Denv
the river, the first town of Highlands.
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The Title Guaranty Company.
The first "Iron Horse" arrived in Denver on
June 11, 1870, and was greeted here with wild
enthusiasm. The transcontinental railroad line had
been built through Cheyenne, by-passing
Denver. Citizens of Denver subscribed the
money to build the Denver Pacific, a line to
connect Denver with Cheyenne.

As the city grew, additions were made, mainly east and south of the
original townsite. The last addition of unincorporated districts, settlements that did not consider themselves as separate towns, was in 1893.
The area within the city limits increased to over thirty-t square miles
wo
in the period from 1864 to 1893.
West Denver. The original Auraria occupied the triangle formed
by the Platte River and Cherry Creek. The settlem
ent at the junction of
the two streams spread south and west toward
West Eleventh during the
1860s.
Industrial development brought new families to West Denver. In the
1870s the Rio Grande Railroad tracks were
laid along the west bank
of the Platte River to a terminus near the junction
of the river and the
creek. The present Burnham shops near the Eighth Avenue viaduct began
operation soon after. The Davis Flour Mills, Mullen' Flour Mills, and
s
Nevin's Candy Company were all located near
railroad
in the 70s
the
and '80s.
A pottery works, paper mill (1891), woolen mills, and brewer1es.
started and flourished for a time. Chemical works making sulphur, and
ice houses that started in these early years are still operating. Groceries,
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Santa Fe, the important
bakeries, and dry goods stores were built along
business and residential street in early years.
newcomers who engaged
Many substantial homes were built by the
of
in business or worked in the shops and mills. Living today in some
a
feel
who
s
ation
gener
these houses are families of the third and fourth
ical
histor
a
d
have forme
genuine loyalty to this section of the city and
society to perpetuate the landmarks.
Denver has been the
One great change that has taken place in West
Many old-time families
building of the Lincoln Park Housing Project.
elsewhere. The
Who were uprooted were reluctant to move to homes
on of the homestead of
Lincoln Park homes and the park itself are a porti
family
A. C. Hunt, a territorial governor of Colorado and a '59er whose
weathered the hardships of the first years.
transportation imReal estate, not wilderness. Industries grew as
the town from the east
proved. The Kansas Pacific Railroad entering
the railroads
laid tracks south parallel to the South Platte River.. With
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came machine shops where engines and cars were repaired and inspected.
The Pullman Company opened shops in the vicinity of the railroad yards.
Warehouses for receiving supplies were built along Wazee Street. Homes
and buildings with gas lighting and piped water were constructed. Larimer Street became the most important business street east and west of
Cherry Creek. The residential district of East Denver was pushed south
of Larimer and as far east as Thirty-eighth Street during the '70s and '80s.
It was on Larimer Street that the Windsor Hotel was built with British capital in 1880. But even though it was a popular hotel for over
twelve years, it was by-passed as the city moved east and south. The direction of a city's growth is unpredictable and there were others besides the
British who profited from the prosperity which resulted chiefly from the
Leadville boom. H. A. W.Tabor came back to Denver in 1879 with the
enormous fortune he had made in Leadville. His first building, the Tabor
Block, an office building at Sixteenth and Larimer Streets, is still standing. It was the city's first expensive structure and the first to be constructed of "dressed stone" (stone carefully finished). On the cornice over the
door is a carving of a miner's shovel and pick and pan; on each side, is a
"horn of plenty" with money pouring out. The large inscription, "Dies
Faustus" is Latin for lucky day.
The location of three new structures, each with its own unique purpose, turned business south on Sixteenth Street to Broadway and, by
1890, Larimer Street had lost much of its importance. Tabor had wished
to build his opera house on Larimer Street, but the prices asked for a
site were too high even for this Midas from Leadville. So he bought the
residence of A. B. Daniels at Sixteenth and Curtis Streets and erected the
stately Tabor Grand Opera House which towered above the surrounding
homes and churches. The second building which overshadowed the Windsor Hotel was the Brown Palace which opened in 1892 at Seventeenth
and Broadway. Begun by the Englishman Duff, original owner of the
property, it was completed by Bill Bush and named for H. C. Brown on
whose cow pasture it was built. Bush was an experienced hotel man, having managed famous hotels in Central City and Leadville. The Brown
Palace Hotel was built of red sandstone. One unusual feature was a fourteen-foot mantle with two solid columns of Mexican onyx. The capitol,
built in the '90s on the bluffs east of Broadway, supplanted the Barclay
Block as a meeting place for the state legislature. The Brown Palace
Hotel, then replaced the Windsor as the headquarters for legislators.
The Evans House. In the '80s the residential part of the city grew
south as well as east. In the early 1880s, William N. Byers, publisher of
the Rocky Mountain News, built the main part of the still imposing red
brick mansion, with its widow's walk and gardens, at West Thirteenth
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mine in Leadville, built a beautiful home
J. J. Brown, who made millions in the Little Jonny
many famous and titled persons were
that
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It
Denver.
in
on Pennsylvania Street
of Lions; it is still standing.
House
the
as
known
became
It
entertained in this home.

and Bannock Streets. About 1887 it became the home of William Evans,
children
the son of Territorial Governor John Evans. Here William's four
grew up. After the governor's death in 1897 a large addition was built to
house which has been
accommodate his widow and daughter Anne. The
almost seventy years
for
occupied by the members of the Evans family
c
is one of the most renowned of Denver's histori homes. It has been
m project at a
willed to the city to be preserved as part of the Art Museu
future time.
result of
Capitol Hill. The building boom of the 1890s was the
Since Harry
several events. The erection of the capitol was the main one.
for the
state
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C. Brown, in 1867, had deeded two entire
City
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capitol, the area surrounding the buildi
eastdue
out
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Park became known as Capitol Hill. The avenues were
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west and north-south in contrast to the older part of the city where the
streets ran parallel to the river.
Mansions as monuments. The first houses of the "Hill" were
built on the streets nearest the capitol. Along the wide, tree-shaded ways,
beginning with the Hallack and Morey residences in the 700 block on
Pennsylvania Street, most of the oldest and best known houses were
built. The house built by David Moffat in the 1900's is now owned by
the Greek Ahepa Society, Inc. In this area are the stately mansions of
J. S. Brown, early Denver mencantile king; the Dennis Sheedy home,
now a music conservatory; the Charles Hughes mansion nationally famous for its conservative American architecture; the Boettcher home, the
scene of the crowning of their daughter Ruth as the queen of the festival
of Mountain and Plains in 1912; the House of the Lions, home of the
unsinkable Mrs. Brown, wife of J. J. Brown, whose millions came from
the Little Jonny mine in Leadville; and the Campion house, also built by
Leadville millions and today occupied by the American Red Cross.28
These enterprising pioneers sought to shelter their families in local homes
worthy of the riches Colorado had bestowed upon them. The mansions
are monuments to the pioneers whose wealth came from the mines, the
ranches, and the farms of Colorado. Although fashioned to nurture generations of the same family, few of the mansions are now occupied by the
descendants of the original householders. Younger generations have deserted them for newer neighborhoods or for more sunny or fashionable
spots.
In an entirely different part of town is a ghostly house which attracts
the interest of people who ride along North Washington Street. Here
the Hendry house stands alone on the hill above Globeville. In its day
it was one of the most magnificent residences in the Rocky Mountain
region. A Victorian mansion built in 1873 by J. B. Hendry, a retired ship
captain, it was rumored to have treasure hidden within its walls. Stone
lions guarded its massive doors. A forest of pines once surrounded the
estate of one hundred ten acres, but gases from the nearby smelters killed
the trees and shrubs. The eerie light from the smelter gases, the story of a
mysterious death, and of hidden treasure caused it to become known as
the haunted house.
Elyria and Swansea. After the Denver and Kansas Pacific Railroads were completed to Denver, the Swansea smelting works were established near the junction of the two railroads, and an addition to the city
was laid out. Operations at the smelter were begun early in 1870 and
carried on for a time with indifferent success. It was entirely abandoned
when the Argo smelter just across the Platte was becoming a splendid
success. Elyria, one part of the addition, paid the tramway a $12,000
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Denver Public Library Western Collection.
the Haunted
The once lovely Hendry home on North Washington Street became known as
and shrubs, and even
House. Gases and vapors from the nearby smelter killed the trees
reflected an eerie light around the house.

subsidy to extend the car lines. The town hall at East Forty-seventh Avenue and Brighton Boulevard became a fire house after the area was
annexed to Denver.
Argo. In 1878 the Hill smelter was moved from Black Hawk to
Argo, two miles north of Denver, because of the expansion of business
and the need for accessibility to coal supply. In March of that year,
Nathaniel P. Hill chose sixty acres of land on Christian Ridge as the location for the new smelter. The chosen site occupied the bottom land lying
north and west of the Platte River. By August a town had sprung up
around the smelter. On New Year's Day, 1879, work began under the
direction of Doctor Richard Pearce. Fireproof brick had been brought
from England for the immense furnaces built to refine gold, silver, and
copper.
The town was well situated to receive ore from the metal mines in
the mountains and coal from the Erie mines north of Denver. It was also
point
convenient to Denver which was the base of supplies, the shipping
gold
for
for industrial metals, and the location of the mint, the market
taxes
and silver. Four railroads hauled freight to and from Argo. The
which they paid amply supported the school and sachet town services.
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A

ARGO.
THE BOSTON & COLORADO SMELTING COS WORKS.
The Argo Smelter was erected in 1873 by the Boston
and Colorado Smelting ComFony•
Smelting operations had been moved from Blackhaw
k to the Denver region because coal
was cheaper here. Nothing is left of this great
plant except scattered piles of slag.

Argo was definitely an industrial town and wished to remain independent. The Rocky Mountain News of January 1, 1895, reported that
Argo did not wish to be annexed to Denver because the residents feared
increased taxes. They had only two salaried officers town marshal and
,a
an attorney. Money raised by the impounding of stray animals was sufficient to pay their salaries.
A myth. Jessie M. Hale, later postmaster
at Globeville, is said to
have named the young town. Argo was the
name of the ancient Greek
ship on which the Argonauts, led by Jason,
sailed in search of the golden
fleece guarded by a dragon in a grove sacred
to Mars, the god of war.
In 1894, sixteen years after its founding, the smelter covered six
acres of ground and employed 350 men. When
most of the Colorado
mines closed in the panic of 1893, ore was
scarce but work went on.
The 1600 people lived mostly in company houses. There was a town,
hall and there were at least three hotels. Single frame houses, rows ot
terraces, and seven or eight cottages faced the streets. There were three
stores, either company managed or privately owned.
The town had one
of the first potteries in Colorado. Little trace of
the smelter or company
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buildings can now be found. Those remaining in 1948 were torn down
to make room for the Valley Highway.
Fox Street, once Argo Avenue, was lined with the substantial homes
of the more prosperous. The once-famous Argo Park extended from Logan to Washington Streets and from East Forty-seventh to East Fortyeighth Avenues. Not forgotten by many Denver residents are the days of
the theater, the animal cages, the bowling alley, dance hall, and the
melodies of the annual eisteddfods which the Welsh instituted in remembrance of their native customs. Workers in the 1880s were largely
English, Welsh, Irish, Scottish, and Swedish, but Germans and native
Americans were also employed. Pearce, the superintendent, and his four
sons were from Wales. An old-timer who worked at the smelter recalled
both German and Scottish foremen.
Devious routes. The Argo horsecar line established in 1890 had
one terminus at the north end of the Sixteenth Street viaduct and the
other at the very door of the Boston and Colorado smelters. It ran the
length of Argo (Fox) Street to Prospect (Thirty-eighth) Avenue, then
by a devious route landed passengers at the foot of the viaduct. Here they
transferred to a car which took them to downtown Denver. Nathaniel
Hill, of the smelter, built his own wooden bridge across the river at
Twenty-third Street and refused to sell it, hoping to hold the trade at the
company store in Argo. After the horsecar was established, the younger
members of the old pioneer families settled south of the river.
The refinery at Argo, destroyed by fire in 1906, was not rebuilt and
the fires of the smelting furnace were finally extinguished in 1910. At
that time only one hundred fifty children attended the school. Three
two-story double houses are all that remain of this once busy community.
The dwellings stand on a hill in the midst of warehouses above railroad
tracks where switch engines ply busily back and forth. The story of Argo
now seems as remote as the myth of the ship for which the town was
named.
There is another story dear to the hearts of those who loved Argo.
Despite any visible evidence above ground, legend says that deep in the
heart of Mother Earth—too deep for recovery despite the efforts of many
—lies the gold which overran a crucible. During the excitement resulting
from injury to a worker, the crucible drained. The gold went deep into
the heart of the earth and efforts to recover it were fruitless. So a memory
of the golden days of the Argo smelter is thus preserved.
Berkeley. On January 1, 1890, an advertisement from Berkeley, a
settlement northwest of the city, read: "The tide of the city's growth is
now to the North Side. Buy before the big prices come." Lots sold at
Prices from $225 to $500 and could be bought on the installment plan.
Real estate promoters offered special inducements to prospective land
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years after
buyers, even promising free transportation to the city for three
claimed
the date of purchase. Other suburbs challenged Berkeley and
souththat the best buys were in Barnum, Valverde, University Park, or
east of the city.
and
Berkeley with its beautiful lake was annexed to Denver in 1902
the
of
area
populated
the
with the section just east of it, added in 1893,
viaducts
of
building
city was extended miles to the northwest. The
the
helped to solve the problem of transportation from the area across
river to the city.
South Denver. South Denver, south of First Avenue and east of
Broadway, was laid out in 1874 and was incorporated as an independent
town in 1886. The entire area of South Denver, as shown on the map, was
annexed to Denver in 1894.
The history of South Denver begins with the laying out of Broadway,
the wide north-south thoroughfare through the city. The story of this
broad highway forms part of the tradition of a pioneer family. Thomas
Skerritt, born in Queen's County, Ireland, came to Denver with his wife
in
in 1859 from Englewood, a suburb of Chicago. The family first settled
east.
the
Petersburg. In 1864 Skerritt noticed surveyors on a ridge to
a
When he learned that the survey was for an irrigation ditch, he and
ditch.
neighbor rode to Golden and filed on homesteads convenient to the
Skerritt chose land where Englewood stands today, named the homestead
Shady Side after his home near Chicago, and moved his cabin to the site.
Herds of buffalo drifted by and prairie chickens, sage hens, and rabbits
were plentiful. Indians camped nearby and, in spite of many uprisings,
the homes of the Skerritts and of the Browns, their neighbors, were not
molested.
A problem in construction. There was no road to distant Denver,
so Skerritt and his two sons plowed two furrows by locking the hind
wheels of their heavy farm wagon and cutting into the sod. They dragged
a straight track beside the section line stakes from his house to Cherry
Creek. Next they pulled a heavy log chain back and forth behind the
wagon three times over the whole route. The road was called Broadway
because it was one hundred feet wide. Cherry Creek overflowed often in
to
those days and there were no bridges across it nor was there money
and
bed
build any. The Skerritts graded their road down into the stream
laid reinforced planks so that wagons could cross without sinking into the
sand.
Where the Broadway bridge now crosses Cherry Creek, stood the
held
city's first slaughter house. In the 1870s in an adjacent area, owners
Densheep and swine which they hoped to sell. Butchers came out from
to
ver on Sundays and marked animals to be slaughtered and delivered
occasions
them during the week. These purchasing trips became festive
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which included picnic lunches and dancing for the butchers and their
families.
The first home development in the section was started by John L.
Dailey, a newspaper and mining man who had grown up with the city.
He saw the possibilities of buying up the land on the southern outskirts
of Denver and developing it into a suburban residential area. On a large
tract of land at Fourth Avenue and Broadway, he erected a spacious, dignified brick house. Having prospered in mining, cattle-raising, and real
estate, Dailey now entertained early settlers and plainsmen, all of whom
esteemed him as a trusted friend and counselor. Dailey's real estate development was part of a building boom in the '80s when Denver was
expanding in every direction. Increased streetcar service was an important
factor in Denver's steady growth.
Community builder. William N. Byers, first owner and publisher
of the Rocky Mountain News built homes in various sections of Denver,
but the family is most closely associated with South Denver. In 1890,
Byers built a home at 171 South Washington Street where he lived until
his death in 1903. This property, later sold to the Denver Board of
Education, served as Byers Junior High School until the house was razed
after the new school was built. The Byers family later moved to 1800
South Sherman where Mrs. William N. Byers lived with her son Frank
S. Byers amid many priceless possessions and mementos of early Denver.
She died in 1920 at the age of 87 and was buried from the Byers Home
for Boys which she had founded.
University Park. South Denver also included a college, the University of Denver, which occupied a 27-acre campus in the southeastern
part of the city. The original buildings were erected in 1890.
Harman. The town of Harman, a very rural suburb in southeast
Denver, was founded by L. B. Harman in 1882 and incorporated in 1886.
It covered the territory now bounded by First and Sixth Avenues, York
Street, and Colorado Boulevard. A part of old Harman has given way to
the handsome Cherry Creek shopping center.
The section north of Denver was made up of several distinct communities each with its own special historical setting.
Highlands. Th bluffs west of the Platte River were included in
the original rectangular plat of Denver in 1860 and that part of the city
was called Highlands. Named for the Scotch Highlands by its promoters,
the town was laid out west of the city limits in 1871. In 1875 it was incorporated as a town with stipulations that no liquor could be sold. Ten
years later it was incorporated as a city and in 1890 boasted a city hall
Which still stands on the corner of West Thirty-second Avenue and Zuni
Street.
From 1891 to 1892 the town had unprecedented growth, changing
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s Hospital
from a city of third class to one of second class. St. Anthony'
built.
were
was built, streets graded, and schools
memory
The names of many streets in Denver have perpetuated the
hood of
neighbor
the
and background of its founders and pioneers. In
Argyle,
,
Caithness
North High School, streets called Douglas, Firth, Fife,
rs
landowne
and Dunkeld are reminiscent of the homeland of the Scottish
who planned the section.
and
Among the early residents of North Denver were Owen LeFevre
in
his bride Eva. The couple moved to Denver in 1873 and built a home
house,
Highlands, then considered the finest residential district. The
quite
located on Federal Boulevard two blocks north of West Colfax, was
windows
complete with a base burner and with mosquito netting at all the
Highof
town
the
to keep out flies. Mr. LeFevre was elected attorney for
lands in 1875 and mayor in 1885.
In
Living in Highlands had one drawback, Mrs. LeFevre found.
railroad
order to get to Denver's business district, people drove over the
in
tracks to the bridge over the Platte River for there was no viaduct at
d
those days. Almost every day the horses ran away. Although frightene
first, Eva finally decided to let them run; they never turned the buggy
over and she got to town faster.
for
The Ladies Relief Society which Mrs. LeFevre joined gave a ball
blocks
the new St. Luke's Hospital located on Federal Boulevard two
at
north of the LeFevre home. The members had engaged the ballroom
day
the
the Windsor Hotel and had made elaborate preparations. When
ladies
came, it rained and rained until the streets were muddy bogs. The
bottoms
were frantic. Would any one drive over those tracks in the Platte
to come to their party, they wondered. People did come and danced until
to
dawn; the Society raised more money than the members had dared
hope.
A famous amusement park. In 1890 Elitch Gardens opened in
the
the midst of a wide prairie. Soon homes were built nearby because
owners wished to listen to the music which was played during the sumplanneri,
mer. John Elitch, who was perhaps the first North Denver city
zoologica
died in 1891 without completing his dreams for botanical and
became
gardens. Under Mrs. Elitch's direction, the gardens developed and
summer
the
known throughout the country for their beauty as well as for
March,
theater. On its stage, famous actors and actresses such as Frederick
Sarah Bernhardt, Edward G. Robinson, Beulah Bondi, and Sylvia &dile?'
have entertained generations of Denverites. Elitch's is still one of Denver s
main summer attractions.
was an
Manhattan Beach, located on the west side of Sloan's Lake,
*
amusement park until the fire destroyed the theater and other buildirkr
the
of
waters
Even as early as 1864 an excursion steamboat plied the
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lake. Today yachts sail on its blue sparkling waters against a background
of towering mountain ranges and brilliant sunsets.
Even before Highlands was annexed to Denver, well-to-do residents
had begun to move across the tracks to the east side of the growing city.
The Fourteenth Street viaduct came too late to turn the tide of eastward
building. However, when building the viaduct the city officials did follow
the advice of Wolfe Londoner, once mayor of Denver, who said,"Do not
build a viaduct which belongs to a company. Have it belong to the
people."
During the period between 1879 and 1896 Highlands blossomed
into a suburban community of home owners. Splendid residences were
surrounded by fruit orchards, flowers, and lovely gardens with fountains
of sparkling mountain water. In the 1880s a favorite drive was along
Highland Boulevard, a wide avenue which stretched five miles in a
straight line and was splendidly shaded for most of its length. Residents
of Highlands thought the air was purer, the summers cooler, and the
mountains nearer than in the sections across the river.
Of the scores of lovely homes in the Highlands, a well-known landmark reminiscent of the golden decades when lucky strikes made millionaires overnight, is the Woodbury mansion. Roger Woodbury was once
a laborer in a cotton factory in New Hampshire. He worked his way
through public schools and became a typesetter on a newspaper. He
served in the Civil War, participating in nearly fifty battles and came out
as a captain. He bought the Denver Times—later incorporated with the
Rocky Mountain News. He was the originator of Colorado's first publicity bureau. Using printed pamphlets by the thousands he told of the
curative powers of Colorado's climate and started a health seekers
migration to the state. He built a mansion for his wife high on the bluffs
at West Twenty-Sixth Avenue and Zuni Street on a two-acre plot. Special
features of the house were doorknobs plated with silver and gold and a
beautiful jewel-like window. The house contained furniture of rare and
precious woods.
The couple lived in the house for many years, entertaining friends
and visitors. After his wife's death, Mr. Woodbury never crossed the
threshold again. Because of his great interest in Denver, the Woodbury
Library has been named in his honor. He was the first to name Colorado
the Centennial State.
. Barnum. The town of Barnum had an interesting history. It was
first a part of the property owned by Daniel Witter, who had taken it up
in 1865. After borrowing money to increase his holdings, he transferred
the entire property to the Denver Villa Park Association. This group
driveways,
Planned to build an exclusive suburb; they laid out curved
Park
Villa
made plans for parkways and park areas and expected that
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would have marble mansions with spacious lawns and gardens. More
money was borrowed. The panic of 1873 spoiled this beautiful dream,
and the association went into bankruptcy. P. T. Barnum, on the crest of
his career as owner of the Barnum Circus, visited Denver to purchase
a site for winter headquarters. He selected a plot of ground near West
Eighth Avenue and Lowell Boulevard for this purpose. He reconsidered
the plan, probably because Denver was so far from the big population
centers of the country. The land was divided into lots and called the P. T.
Barnum Subdivision. In 1882 Barnum transferred the entire property
to his daughter, Mrs. Helen Buchtel, wife of one of Denver's most
prominent doctors. Mrs. Buchtel built a white frame house (now St.
Francis Sanitorium) on the high bluff south of Dry Creek buying the
lumber and specially selected marble in Chicago. Many residences were
built on the townsite and in 1887 the town was incorporated. Growth
of the town was retarded by poor transit facilities but became part of
Denver in 1896.
Valverde.The site of this incorporated town was one of great
natural beauty. It boasted of having the lowest tax rate of any of the
towns in the area because many manufacturing establishments had located in the area in 1882.
Annexation procedure established. From the year 1864 when
Denver first established its corporate limits to include an area of 3.52
square miles, the city grew to an area of 32.21 square miles by 1893.
In the meantime several incorporated towns had sprung up just outside
the city limits. The question arose as to the legal method by which a
town might be added to a city in Colorado.
The State Legislature established by law the procedure for such annexations. Certain steps were outlined:
1. The town must be contiguous(adjoining).
2. The procedure must be initiated by a petition to the County Court
signed by resident taxpayers, twenty-five in a town or fifty in 3
city.
3. On receipt of the petition, the Court must order a special election
to submit the question to the citizens.
4. If the voters approved, the town could then be annexed and all its
properties, services, and debts assumed by the city.
Under this statute, South Denver, Harman, Highlands, Barnum, and
Colfax were annexed to Denver in the period between 1893 and 1901.
A short time after the law was enacted, the cities realized that they
needed protection from debt-ridden communities that wished to be annexed. The legislature therefore twice amended the law so that the citiy
also agree to the annexation and each municipality must be responsib e
for its own debts.
180

EARLY
k

AAINEXADIONS

MADE 70 DE/vVER

W_52od AVE_
E.48,4AvE_
E_46-4VEY1
C.;

E 43d AVE_

W_40"AVE

AVE_
Z/J.4974

13.Ase.,
I 2.ides

SQUARE
41/1E3
2.56
7/9
3.75
/5/9

CD

TOTAL DENvER
SQUARE AV/ZE5
4c
0

6.0a
43.27
/7.02
32.2/

C.16*AVE_

E.26

E.COLTAX AVE

rn
weth

W //'AV(
141.9M Ave.
E.6"AVE_

I.
Zt
(.1/ "AVE_
L8''AV(
E.6"'AVE_
t..

k
WBAVAUO
W.AZAME0A

•••, •

AVE.

,
3

AVE.

LALAMEOA AVE_

Annexation policy under home rule. The procedure for annexation which has been established by the State Legislature remained in
force until 1902. The statute specified that both towns concerned about
the annexation must consent. Occasionally the taxpayers of a town
expressed disapproval, preferring to remain independent. Before another
election was held, at least a year later, problems of sewerage, water, street
grading, and the like increased.
Annexation to the city seemed to be the solution for the problems
and the vote was favorable. This was the situation in the towns of Highlands, Valverde, and Argo.
In 1902 the annexation procedure became part of the state constitution with the adoption of the Home Rule or twentieth amendment. Under
this amendment Denver was consolidated and henceforth called the City
and County of Denver. The boundaries of the city were set to include the
towns of Argo, Berkeley, Elyria, Globeville, and Montclair.
The year 1902 is important in the history of Denver's growth by
annexation. First, it marked the peak number of annexations in any one
Period; second, succeeding annexations were not incorporated towns but
were residential or undeveloped areas. Finally, there were no additions
of land in the period from December 1, 1902, to December 2, 1941
When the first parcel of land for the Stapleton airport was purchased.
Under the Home Rule amendment of 1902, Denver secured home
rule; and although consolidated as a city and county,,it retained the right
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of a city to expand. From 1941 to 1957 over forty-five parcels of land
were made part of Denver by ordinance (action of the City Council).
Some of these areas were outright purchases by the city; others were
annexed by request of the landowners. Immediately after annexation, the
new district was entitled to all city services: schools, water, sewerage,
fire and police protection, and other functions that Denver performs for
its citizens. Experience has shown that some annexations were financially
disadvantageous to the city itself because they made general tax increases
necessary. The City Council, therefore, adopted the policy of charging fees and stipulated that the territory under consideration must set
aside a certain percentage of its land for schools and parks. Even this
plan did not satisfy all concerned so the debate continued.
The mounting costs of government,the rapidly increasing population,
and the gravity of the water situation all combined to make the problem
of anexation a very serious one for city officials. In 1951 the Denver
Water Board drew a Blue Line around the city, making a rigid boundary
beyond which no areas could be considered for annexation. The Blue
Line inclosed an area of 114 square miles. Included in it is the present
Denver with its area of about seventy-five square miles. The City Council, after much discussion and some sharp debate, raised the annexation
fee to $2,000 an acre. This is probably not the final solution.
Denver has become a metropolis. Denver, like other western towns,
changed in character as the frontier era passed. Early in her history
Denver assumed a position as a center of trade and commerce when
traders freighted their goods west in lumbering, covered wagons. She
grew and prospered until in one century she has emerged as the youngest,
highest, and most rapidly growing of America's great cities.29
Early years in industry. The early economy of Colorado was built
on mining and agriculture. Manufacturing developed very slowly and,
in Denver as in other towns, the character of the manufacturing for
many years reflected the resources and interests of the surrounding region. Harnesses were in demand for big freighting companies and
holsters for six-shooters. The crops of wheat brought about flour milling
and hence the building of bakeries. Varieties of chopped and mixed feeds
were produced for the livestock and poultry business.
Because of circumstances, processing and shipping grew up together
very early. In the 1860s, the wartime need for flour was partly answered
when wheat in the San Luis Valley was ground into flour in a native lava
gristmill and shipped to St. Louis and even as far east as Boston. Many
years elapsed before serious efforts were made to establish the milling
industry in Colorado.
Other crops and resources likewise activated manufacturing. vegetables and fruits were canned; sugar was made into candy; and sparkling,
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clear mountain water was utilized by the breweries. Sawmills, brickyards,
pottery works, and paper mills thrived on local natural resources.
Pueblo, a trading post on the Arkansas River, began the manufacturing of iron and steel in 1880 when the Colorado Steel and Iron Company constructed a blast furnace, a foundry, and a machine shop. Later
the company expanded its plants and holdings and, as the Colorado Fuel
and Iron Company, it became the largest single industrial enterprise in
the state of Colorado.
Objections Raised. Various reasons have been given to explain
why executives seeking sites for industries did not locate in Colorado.
There is no navigable river in Colorado and no port for overseas transportation. Rail and traffic arteries run east and west, not north and south.
These factors contribute to comparatively high freight rates. The local
market is still relatively small and widely scattered making it necessary
for products to be shipped to other areas of the United States. Droughts
have made water increasingly scarce so that high consumption or pollution from industry must not be allowed.
World War I increased the industrial tempo of the state. Cattle and
sheep from farms and ranches furnished meat for the armed forces; hides
and wool went for the manufacture of army shoes and clothing. The
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increased need for steel and wool caused added activity in the factories
and mills.
After World War I, there came a slack period, and negative factors
for industry became prominent again. Drouth conditions and lower
prices seriously affected the agricultural and livestock industries. As production costs in mining rose, prices dropped in all but the newest minerals: uranium, molybdenum, and vanadium. An increased use of natural
gas reduced the consumption of coal. Tax rates continued to mount, largely due to increased activities of the Federal Government.
The entire mountain region lagged behind in industrial development.
With most of the emphasis placed on the distribution of goods, the industrial advantages of the area were overlooked.
A real spurt. From 1939 to 1946, the value of Colorado's manufactured goods more than tripled. Even before World War II, Denver
was fast becoming a military and defense center. After Pearl Harbor,
existing projects in the area were greatly enlarged and new ones added
by the Federal Government. Private plants were converted, ships were
built, and steel army barges were constructed.
Denver, a trade and commercial center, has now become a community where manufacturing assumes great importance. The shadow of war
has pushed more and more business inland to the mountain region. Denver's former handicaps have become advantages. Its inland location and
its natural barrier, the Rocky Mountains, which had served to keep the
city off the main cross-country routes for years, now give it a protected
site for military operations.
. A balanced economy. The whole state is moving toward a more
diversified and better balanced regional economy with Denver leading
the way. Manufacturing rivals agriculture as the leading industry of
Colorado. In forty-two of the sixty-three Colorado counties, there has
been an increase in the number of manufacturing establishments. SeventYfive percent of the larger industrial plants
and two-thirds of the smaller
ones are located in the Denver metropolitan area. Several the newest
of
plants are concerned with the construction of guided missiles or with
some phase of aviation.
On January 1, 1954, according to the Colorado Year Book, there
were 243 incorporated cities and towns in Colorado. Classification is based
on population. Forty-five are cities, three first class, and forty-two second
class. One hundred ninety-eight are towns with populations of less than
2000. Denver has a greater population than all
of the other cities and
towns in the state combined.
Many factors have contributed to tremendous economic activity:
growth in population, private and public construction, steadily increasing
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Denver Post Photo.
Denver's profile is being changed rapidly. Numbers indicate new projects and older
complete buildings: 1 Murchison Tower; 2 Denvre Club Building; 3 Republic Building; 4 Mile
High Center; 5 Framework of Daniels and Fisher Store; 6 Petroleum Club Building.

Capital of an empire. Denver's prosperity is interwoven with that
of the area of which it is the capital. A large part of its economy is due
to the fact it is the regional market center of an area 1500 miles wide
and 1700 miles long, and also because Denver is the only major city for
five hundred miles in any direction. An example of the economic interweaving in the area is shown by the fact that Denver banks make livestock loans from Canada to Mexico. A bank depositor in Denver may
have a stake in ranches in Colorado, Wyoming, Montana, New Mexico,
Nebraska, or other states in the area, often referred to as the Rocky
Mountain Empire.3°
Metropolitan Denver. Since 1940 Denver citizens have become
increasingly conscious that city boundary lines mean little to people
today; the entire urban area is the real economic and population unit. In
an effort to establish a united metropolitan area, the Intercounty Regional
Planning Association was formed in April 1955. The plan for such a
commission was approved by the mayor of the City and County of Denver and by the county commissioners of Arapahoe, Adams, and Jefferson
counties. In 1956, Douglas County asked to participate in the program
and was accepted.
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The spire of the Farmers Union Building on Capitol Hill can be seen to the right. At the far
right is the state capitol.

Representatives from each of the five counties make up the commission. The budget is based on a county's present population. The purpose
of the organization is to coordinate better all future public improvements.
The members study all interrelated regional problems such as traffic,
building, sewerage, recreation, and smoke nuisances. Each political subdivision has an appointed planning commission which attempts to anticipate and solve some of the problems connected with growth in a
metropolitan area. However, lack of coordination in the past between
communities or counties has often resulted in unsatisfactory solutions to
such problems as sanitation, parks, and streets.
Previous to this era of rapid growth, the term suburb was used to
refer to districts outside the city limits, but the concept of suburb continues to change as transportation improves. Since all three of the counties surrounding Denver have made population gains greater in proportion than Denver's, the problem of commuting is a growing one and
presents a serious financial situation for Denver's government. Many
other large cities in the United States are facing the same problems of
suburbia, for a mother-city attracts much of the outlying population to
its shops, parks, factories, and amusements; thereby creating many traffic,
health, police, fire, water, sewer, and like problems.
It has been estimated that for every new person added to the labor
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and its enforce of the area, an additional seven persons move to Denver
others
man;
working
virons. Some represent the immediate family of the
es.
commoditi
are those who service the family with many types of
Longtime planning. Denver's own Planning Board was set up by
ordinance in 1948 for the purpose of making the city a better and a
more beautiful place in which to live. When a problem such as zoning
is
or traffic has been carefully studied, a suggested plan or solution
slums
of
presented to the City Council for action. Plans for the clearance
in the city and for the prevention of future slums are already being put
into action in the Denver Urban Renewal Program. This program has
already been approved by the Federal Government and all city agencies
are participating in it. It is made up of two parts: clearance and rehabilitation. Areas selected for clearance are those which show marked deterioration. The first areas selected are (1) northeast of Thirty-eighth and
will
Blake Streets, and (2) under the West Colfax viaduct. City officials
plan
the
of
superintend the razing of all buildings in these areas. Part
for carrying through an urban renewal program such as this is to furnish
new homes for occupants of slum areas.
Rehabilitation. The program of rehabilitation is different. Sections
of the city have been carefully surveyed to determine those upon which
it would be feasbile to work. The two older areas chosen as initial projects
are (1) Avondale running from Federal Boulevard to Knox Court and
from West Thirteenth to West Sixteenth Avenues; (2) the Whittier
School area bounded by Franklin, Welton, East Twenty-first, and East
Twenty-ninth Avenues. City inspectors list the repairs and improvements
which are needed on certain properties and the owner of the property is
notified. Families in this program will be given long-term credit. Voluntary cooperation is needed or the program will not succeed even with time
limits and penalties.
A new skyline. Denver's downtown area is being modified in
other ways; her profile is changing. In 1951, the first skyline change in
twenty-five years occurred with the erection of the fifteen-story Sherman
Plaza Hotel. Since that time, many other new buildings have been built
ranging in height from twelve to twenty-four stories, and a twenty-eight
story building is in the process of erection in 1957. Financiers from other
sections of the country are among those engaged in the continued facelifting and beautification of the downtown area. How mystified and
to
amazed General Larimer, the first real estate promoter, would be
for
learn that one foot of land at Seventeenth and Welton Streets sold
$3,250 in 1957 where once a building lot sold for $1.25.
From log cabin to skyscraper in a century, that is Denver's story.
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GLOSSARY
accouterments, personal outfit; clothes; dress.
adobe, unburned, sun-dried brick.
primitive
anthropologist, one who studies the institutions and myths of
peoples.
by
archaeologist, one who studies the life and culture of ancient peoples
excavations, artifacts, relics.
arroyo, shaft or pit; a dry gully.
artifact, any object made by human work.
alloy to
assay, the analysis of ore, especially gold or silver ore or of an
test the
to
or
s
ingredient
the
of
determine the nature and proportion
purity.
the ties
ballast, crushed rock or gravel, as that placed between and below
of a railroad.
or
bonanza, a very rich vein or pocket of ore; hence any source of wealth
high profits.
butte, a steep hill standing alone in a plain; a small mesa.
capital, wealth, in whatever form, used or capable of being used to produce more wealth.
concentrate, a substance that has been increased in density or strength.
confluence, a flowing together, especially of two or more streams.
other
conquistadore, any of the Spanish conquerors of Mexico, Peru, or
parts of the Americas in the 16th century.
culture, the concepts, habits, skills, arts, instruments, institutions, of a
given people in a given period.
transfer
deed, a document under seal that states a contract, agreement,
property.
of
dividend, a sum of money to be divided among stockholders, creditors,
members of a corporation.
as
ethnic, designating any of the basic divisions or groups of mankind,
distinguished by customs, characteristics, language.
exploitation, act of turning selfishly or unfairly to one's own account.
fiesta, a religious festival; any gala celebration.
fissure, a cleft or crack.
glaciation, act of covering over with ice or a glacier.
a
grubstake, money or supplies advanced to a prospector in return for
share of his findings.
or
icon, in the Orthodox Eastern Church, a sacred picture of Jesus, Mary,
a saint.
in
lode, a vein containing metallic ore and filling a well-defined fissure
the rock.
often,
mesa, a small, high plateau or flat tableland with steep sides and,
a layer of rock covering it.
and
patio, a courtyard or inner area open to the sky: common in Spanish
Spanish-American architecture.
other
placer mining, mining of placers (deposits) by washing, dredging, or
hydraulic methods.
plateau, an elevated tract of more or less level land.
reclamation, recovery or restoration to a better or useful estate, as of
wasteland or desert, by ditching, filling or irrigating.
roan, grayish-yellow or reddish-brown with a thick sprinkling of gray or
white: said chiefly of horses.
washsluice, a sloping trough or flume through which water is run, as in
ing gold ore.
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tenuous, slender or fine.
title, a right to ownership, especially of real estate.
topography, the science of drawing on maps and charts or otherwise representing the surface features of a region, including hills, valleys,
rivers, lakes, canals, bridges, roads, cities.
turnverein, a club of turners, or gymnasts.
vaquero, in Spanish-America and the Southwestern United States, a
person who herds cattle; cowboy.
vigilance, watchfulness.
vigilante, a member of a vigilance committee.
voyageur, any woodsman or boatman of the Canadian wilds.
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Alfalfa, 122
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Avondale, 113
Baker, W. C., 99
Barnum, 179
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Beans, pinto, 122
Berkeley, 175
Beets, sugar, 116, 140
Bessemer Ditch, 113
Bierstadt, Albert, 138
Big Thompson River, 110
Blue Line, 182
Boettcher, Charles, 60, 116
Black Hawk, 38, 41, 43
Bohemians, 140
Brand Book, 99
Branding, cattle, 98
Breckenridge, 41
Brierly, John,. 113
British, 133
Brown, Clara, 47
Brown, H. C., 170
Brown Palace Hotel, 170
Byers, William N., 44, 170, 177
Buddhist Church, 151
Bulgarians, 140
Burns, Robert, 133
Campion, John R., 60
Canadians, 132, 139
Cantaloupe, 123
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Chapin, Howard C., 54
Cherry Creek, 31, 36, 164, 166, 176
Cheyenne, Wyoming, 1 1 1
Chin Lin Sou, 74
Chinese, 132, 147
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City Ditch, 164, 176
City Park, 133
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Fort Lupton, 120
Frazier, Jesse, 123
French, 132, 138
Friedman, Rabbi W. S., 157
Gas, 79
Geiger, Hans, 84
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Germans, 136
German -Russians, 112, 116, 140
Gilman, 63
Gilpin, Governor, 114
Golden, 37
Globeville, 140, 174
Goldrick, Owen J., 136. 162
Grand Junction. 115, 119, 127
Great Western Sugar Co., 116
Greeley, 95, 110
Gregory, John H., 38
Guggenheim, Simon, 60
Gunnison, 60, 115
Hale, Jessie M., 172
Harai, Yastaka, 149
Harman, 177
Harman, L. B., 177
Hartsel, Samuel, 95
Hendry, J. B., 172
Herefords, 95
Highlands, 167, 177
Hill, Nathaniel P., 115, 173
Hollanders, 151
Hop Alley, 147
Hooper, Benny, 145
Homestead Act, 108, 115, 154
Homesteader, 1 1 1
Hooper, W. H., 114
Human Relations, Committees on, 160
Hunt, A. C., 169
Idaho Springs, 37
Iliff, John, 94
Immigrants, 59, 62, 70, 72. 78
Immigration regulations, 119
Indians, 6, 13, 15, 17, 19, 116, 158
Irish, 132, 136
Irrigation, 23, 128
Italy, Little, 152
Italians, 132, 152

Larimer, General William, 33
La Veta Pass, 126
Lawrence, Charles A., 33
Lead, 62
Leadville, 41, 57, 60, 62, 139, 172
Lee, Henry, 123
Lee, William, 113
Le Fevre, Owen, 178
Limestone, 80
Livestock, State Association, 99
Londoner. Wolfe, 156
Long, Stephen, 12
Longhorns, 91
Longmont, I 1 1
Longs Peak, 36, 1 I 1
Loveland, 111
Magnes, Peter, 116
Manganese, 62
Marble, 81
May, David, 157
Mayer, Leopold, 155
McCoy, Joseph, 92
McFarlane. Tom and Peter, 139
McGaa, William, 31, 33, 35, 160
Mears, Otto, 68
Meeker, Nathan, 110
Meeker Massacre, 68, 114
Metals: gold, 12, 18; molybdenum,
83, 85: silver, 53, 55, 62; tungsten, 83; uranium, 83; vanadium,
83, 85
Mexicans, 119, 158
Migrant workers, 119
Mile High Center, 106, 187
Mines, famous, 57, 63, 65, 66, 72,
172
Mining, 23, 28, 71, 184
Minturn, 63
Mitchell. Julius, 155
Moffat, David H., 59, 66, 172
Montana City, 161
Montclair, 137
Montrose, 115
Morgan, John, 108
Mormons, 108
Morrison, George, 146
Mount Evans, 36
Mullen, J. K., 136

Jackson, George, 57
Jacobs, Abraham. 155
Jacobs, Frances Wisehart, 156
Japanese, 116, 132, 149
Jewish, 132, 154
Jewish Relief Society Sanatorium, 156
Julesburg, 109

National Jewish Hospital, 156
Nevadaville, 43
Neckles, Bird, 159
Negroes, 113, 132, 143
Newton, Quigg, 160
Nicholson, Samuel D., 139
Noce, Angelo, 154
Norwegians, 138

Kauver. Hillel C. E., 157
Koenig, William, 107
Kountze Brothers, 136

Ogilvy, Lord Stanley, 94
Oil, 79
Opportunity School, Emily Griffith,
142

Lafayette, 113
Lake City, 115
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Sterling, 1 1 1
Stockgrowers, Colorado Association,
104
Stockraising, 90, 92, 94
Stone, building, 80
Stout, E. P., 33
Stratton, W. S., 65
Swansea, 172
Swedish, 132, 138
Swink, George, 123
Swiss, 138

Ouray, 60, 61, 115
Ouray, Chief, 19, 69
Overland Park, 161
Patterson, Thomas J., 136
Pearce, Richard Dr., 173
Pikes Peak, 29, 36,41
Pioneers, 9
Platteville, 1 1 I
Polish, 112, 141
Potatoes, 122
Pueblo, Colo., 107, 183
Pullman Company, 170

Tabor Grand Opera House, 136, 170
Tabor, H. A. W., 58, 170
Taylor Grazing Act, 106
Teats, Robert, 163
Teller, Henry M., 47
Telluride, 60
Thorpe, Jim, 159

Ralston Creek, 32
Reclamation Act, 125
Red Cliff, 63
Reitman, John, 136
Relocation centers, 150
Reuter, Douglas, 96
Ring, Harvey D., 101
Rivers, 2, 5, 125
Rocky Ford Ditch, 124
Rose, General Maurice, 157
Rose Memorial Hospital, 157
Roundup, 98
Rude, Isadore, 156
Russell, William Green, 31, 33, 40
Russians, 140
Russian Orthodox Church, 113
Ryan, James B., 124
Sabin, Dr. Florence, 47
Scottish, 132
Serbs, 112
Sheedy, Dennis, 172
Sheepherding, 100
Silver Plume, 54
Sloan's Lake, 178
Slovenians, 132, 140, 142
Smelters: Argo, 139, 173 Globe, 113,
139, 142: Grant, 113, 139, 142:
Hill, 173;- Swansea, 172.
Smith, John, 31, 33, 35, 160
Solomon, Fred L., 155
Spanish-speaking people, 20, 118,
143, 157
St. Charles, 161
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Uintah Reservation, 114
Uncompaghre, 114
University Park, 177
Ute, 114
Valley Highway, 143
Valverde, 180
Vaqueros, 96
Victor, 66
von Richthofen, Walter B., 137
Wall, D. K., 107
Walsh, Thomas F., 67, 136
Welby, 113
Welsh, 132
Western Slope, 94, 115, 123
Wet-backs, 119
Wheat, 112
Wiggins, 120
Windsor Hotel, 133, 135, 170
Wisconsin Gold Mining Company, 28,
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Witter, Daniel, 179
Wolcott, Edward Oliver, 55
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Wool, 104, 184
Wootton, Uncle Dick, 34
Wynkoop, Ed, 33
Zinc, 62
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