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PREFACE

The Colorado Historical Society, Office of Archaeology and Historic Preser-
vation, is proud to present this set of historic contexts for the State of
Colorado. The set includes regional historic contexts and also topical
contexts which summarize and evaluate the history of the state from the
earliest historic events up through World War II.

The four regional historic contexts include the Plains, the Mountains, the
Southern Frontier in southeast Colorado, and the Plateau Country along the
western edge of the state. For each of these regions, themes are based on
socio-economic units of development in the region. These are presented in
rough chronological order, but they are not strictly chronological units.
They reflect the historic themes of development in each region and the
historic properties associated with them.

Four "topical” contexts were developed: Engineering, Urbanization and Plan~
ning, Historical Archaeology and Architecture. The Engineering context is
oriented toward a history of engineering technology. This context is
organized by topics including Water Resources, Power Resources, Transportation,
Industry, Mining, Communications, and Waste Disposal. Within each topic are
themes for the various specific resources types. TFor example, the themes
within Power Resources include Petroleum and Shale 0il, Natural Gas, Uranium,
Electric Power and Coal.

The Urbanization and Planning context was developed to focus attention on

the significance of town planning, layout and transportation modes, the latter
including the Stage/Wagon Era, Rail Era and Auto Era. The themes within this
context address town form or town function and selected aspects of towns
during the transportation eras. Additional themes are presented for the three
major urban centers in the state including the Central Business Districts,
Residential Development, and Rail/Industrial/Warehousing Districts during the
transportation eras.

For all of the historic contexts, the presentation of data for each theme begins
with a narrative of the history and description of the theme. A chronology,
description of the location of historic properties, and a list of cultural
resource types are presented. Then the quality and quantity of existing data
about the theme are evaluated. This includes an assessment of the historical
documentation, number and location of sites, data gaps, future needs and im-
portant resources. Research questions and a guide to evaluation standards for
physical condition are presented. References and a map are included for each
theme.

The Historical Archaeology context is based on ten temporal units identified
as socio-politically significant periods spanning the history of the state.
For each unit the quality and quant’ty of past historical archaeology work is
presented and research recommendations and identification and dating problems
are considered. -In addition, the context presents a research framework for
future historical archaeology work in the state.



The architectural context for the project is presented as "A Guide to
Colorado Architecture." The guide standardizes the terminology used for
architecture styles in Colorado and presents pictures and descriptions
of these styles.

The overall purpose of these reports is to provide a framework to identify
and record the historical resources in the state and to provide research
direction to analyze the significance and preservation of these resources.
The contexts can provide guidance for state and federally mandated cultural
resource management, as well as direction for pure research. We anticipate
that the recording and evaluation of historic sites will beneflt by using
the combined contexts.

The reports were produced by the Colorado Historical Society with the
assistance of a grant from the Colorado Commission on Higher Education.

The development of these reports is a direct outcome of the RP-3 (Resource
Protection Planning Process) effort led by Office of Archaeology and Historic
Preservation Archaeologist Judith Halasi who provided research, coordination
and editing for the project.

The editorial content of this publication was supported by a grant-in-aid
through the funding provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act of
1966, as amended, which is admiristered by the National Park Service, Depart-
ment of the Interior. The content and opinions do not necessarily reflect
the views or policies of the Department of the Interior nor does mention of
trade names or referenced publications constitute endorsement or recommenda-
tion by the Department of the Interior.

We hope that these volumes will stimulate an awareness of and.appreciation
for the historical resources of Colorado.

%&\9@)\& Su&\fv\

Barbara Sudler
President
State Historic Preservation Officer
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SOUTHERN FRONTIER

1. SPANISH DOMINANCE (1664-1822)

NARRATIVE

Spain was the dominant European power in the Southern Frontier region
during the period from 1664 to 1822, but the Spaniards never established
permanent settlements as they did further south in New Mexico. They explored,
established outposts, attempted a few settlements, and launched military ex-
peditions directed against hostile Indians, and French or American intruders.

What prompted the earliest European entry into the western plains were
reports of the legendary seven cities of gold. The attempt to locate Cibola,
led by Francisco Vasquez de Coronado in 1540 and 1541, was the largest Spanish
effort to that date to explore the interior of the continent. Although the
expedition never actually entered Colorado, it brought the first contacts with
the Indians, recorded information about these cultures and the region, and was
the basis of Spain's claim to land in present-day Colorado.

During the period of 1580-1594, there were several Spanish expeditions
to the north (Hammond and Rey 1966). However, the Spanish did not have a firm
foothold in New Mexico until after Juan de Onate's colonization of the Rio
Grande Pueblos in New Mexico in 1598. In 1664, a group of Picuris Pueblo
Indians, chafing under the abusive Spanish rule, fled to E1 Quartelejo, an un-
defined area in the Arkansas Valley near present-day La Junta. The Spanish
governor of New Mexico sent an expedition led by Juan de Archuleta, which
crossed through southeastern Colorado, that may have been the first Spanish ex-
pedition to enter Colorado.

The Pueblo Indians revolted in 1680 and drove the Spaniards from the
Pueblos in New Mexico. Exploration resumed after the reconquest by Diego de
Vargas in 1692. In 1694, de Vargas brought an expedition into the southern
part of the San Luis Valley as far north as Antonito, traveled up Culebra
Creek and then south to Costilla Creek. His expedition was attacked by Utes,
and he noted buffalo in the valley. In 1706, Juan de Ulibarri, sent to retrieve
Pueblo Indians who had fled to E1 Quartelejo after the reconquest, went as far
north as Jimmy Camp in the Arkansas Valley, and then traveled east to El
Quartelejo.

By the early 1700s, rumors insisted that the French were trading guns with

Plains Indians in violation of Spanish claims. The Spaniards saw these actions
as a threat to their territorial claim. France had a right to the area because
of a 1681 claim to the Mississippi River and all lands drained by it. To inves-
tigate the rumors of French traders, Spanish authorities sent Antonio de Valverde
with a military detachment to patrol the Arkansas River in 1719. In 1720, Pedro
de Villasur was sent to patrol the South Platte. Leaving Santa Fe, Villsaur
crossed southeastern Colorado and traveled to the Loup Fork.of the North Platte
River where he was attacked and his party almost totally destroyed by a Pawnee
war party, presumably with French instructions.




French trade with the Indians in guns and other European goods con-
tinued until 1763, when a treaty ending the Seven Year's War forced France
to give Spain all the French claims west of the Mississippi River. Pierre
and Paul Mallet reached Santa Fe in 1739 by traveling south through eastern
Colorado and New Mexico. Although they were welcomed in Santa Fe on that trip,
on a second expedition to Santa Fe in 1750, Pierre Mallet was arrested by the
Spanish. Other French trading parties traveled to New Mexico in 1742, 1744,
1749, and 1751.

A few additional Spanish expeditions were conducted into the region in
1752 and in the early 1760s. Governor Francisco Marin del Valle led a group
to the Arkansas River in 1760. Governor Manuel de Portillo led an expedition
into the San Luis Valley in 1761. In 1765, Governor Cachupin sent Juan Maria
de Rivera into southwestern Colorado.

During this period, Comanche Indians made raids on the plains of south-
eastern Colorado, northeast New Mexico, western Kansas and northern Texas. In
1768, Governor Pedro Fermin de Mendinueta authorized a small military outpost
on Cerro San Antonio in the southern part of the San Luis Valley hoping to pro-
vide a defensive position for 0jo Caliente from the Comanches. In 1779, a
punitive expedition was launched against the Comanches by Governor Juan Bautista
de Anza. More than 600 soldiers and 200 Ute and Apache allies traveled north
through the San Luis Valley, over Poncha Pass to the Salida area, into South
Park, around Pikes Peak and then down Ute Pass to the Plains. After overtaking
a Comanche camp, Anza's forces followed south aiong the front range to the
Greenhorn River Valley near the present town of Rye, where they defeated the
Comance and killed their famous leader, Cuerno Verde.

Peace was negotiated in 1786 with the Comanches in which the Comanches agreed
to settle in villages. A settlement was established in 1787 east of present-day
Pueblo although the location is still undetermined. The settlement, called San
Carlos de los Jupes, was abandoned after four months when a Comanche woman died
of disease in the village. After 1786, following the successful peace with
Comanches, many Spaniards made trips into and beyond the Arkansas River Valley.
Some of these expeditions investigated reports of Americans in the region. In-
dividual Spaniards also made trips into the San Luis Valley to trade with the
Utes and to hunt deer. Several expeditions are known after 1800. In 1805, a
group led by Pedro Vial had a fight with the Indians at the mouth of the Purgatory
River. An expedition led by Juan Lucero traveled to Fountain Creek in 1806.
Melgares led an expedition to the north in 1818.

After 1800, the Spaniards saw a new threat to their domain--United States
traders and explorers. In 1800, Spain ceded the Louisiana Territory back to
France, who sold it to the United States in 1803. Because the boundaries were
uncertain, from 1806 to 1819 American and Spanish authorities laid charges of
trespass at one another. To meet the American threat, Governor Joaquin de Real
Alancaster ordered an outpost established to watch the eastern approach to
Sangre de Cristo Pass. In the same year, 1806, an American expedition led by
Lieutenant Zebulon M. Pike was dispatched to examine the southern portion of
Louisiana. Pike traveled up the Arkansas River to the Rocky Mountains. He was
arrested in 1807 at a stockade camp in the San Luis Valley near present day
Conejos by a Spanish patrol led by Lieutenant Melgares. Pike and his men were
later released.
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The report of this expedition showed- the need of New Mexicans for
manufactured goods and sent small parties of traders to Santa Fe. Most
of these were imprisoned and their goods confiscated. During the same
period, trappers who entered into New Mexico were detained or escorted out
of the province, although some settled at Taos. In 1819, the Spanish built
a fort on the eastern side of the Sangre de Cristo Pass to guard the Sangre
de Cristo Pass, but it was attacked by Indians and abandoned by 1822.

The Louisiana boundary question was resolved.in 1819 by the Adams-Onis
Treaty which set the line at the Arkansas River. Spanish dominance in the
region ended in 1821 with the Mexican revolution. In 1822, the Mexican
government announced that the borders were open to traders. By the fall of
1822, American trade into Santa Fe began which was the business of supplying
New Mexicans with goods.

CHRONOLOGY

1540 Coronade leads expedition into northern areas

1598 Onate colonizes Rio Grande Pueblos, sends Vicente Zaldivar
into southern Colorado

1664 Juan de Archuleta leads party to recapture Pueblo Indians

1680 Pueblo Indians revolt against Spanish rule

1692 de Vargas leads reconquest of New Mexico

1694 de Vargas expedition into San Luis Valley

1706 Juan de Ulibarri expedition to recapture Pueblo Indians at
E1 Quartelejo

1719 Antonio Valverde explores Arkansas River

1720 Pedro de Villasur crosses eastern Colorado

1739 Pierre and Paul Mallet, French traders, cross region

trading with Indians
1742-1751 Additional French traders to Santa Fe

1750 Pierre Mallet arrested on expedition to Santa Fe

1760 Governor Francisco de Valle travels to Arkansas River

1761 Governor Manuel Portillo explores San Luis Valley

1763 Peace treaty ends Seven Years War, gives all of Colorado
plains to Spain

1765 Juan Maria de Rivera explores southwestern Colorado

1768 Qutpost on Cerro San Antonio established
1770s Comanche Indians dominate southeastern Colorado

1779 Governor Juan Bautista de Anza defeats Comanches
1786 Spain concludes peace treaty with Indians
1787 San Carlos settlement attempted and fails
1793 Pedro Vial travels into eastern Colorado
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1800 Spain returns Louisiana Territory to France
- 1803 United States purches Louisiana Territory from France
1805-1819 Trappers and traders in region increase
Spanish patrols attempt to discourage American explorers

1805 Pedro Vial expedition has fight with Indians at Purgatory
River

1806 Outpost established on Sangre de Cristo Pass
Zebulon Pike leads expedition into Colorado mountains
Juan Lucero expedition to Fountain Creek

1807 Spanish military finds Pike in San Luis Valley

1818 Melgares expedition

1819 Adams-Onis Treaty establishes southern boundary of Louisiana
on Arkansas River

Small fort built on Sangre de Cristo Pass

1821 Mexico establishes independence from Spain
1822 Mexican borders open for trade to Santa Fe
LOCATION

Spanish exploration into southern Colorado followed two primary routes.
The San Luis Valley route was followed either along the mountains on the west
side of the valley by travelers coming north from Santa Fe or along the Sangre
de Cristo Mountains on the east side of the valley. The Rio Grande River Gorge
dictated this division of routes. The eastern route along the Sangre de Cristo
Mountains was popular, and much traffic turned east at the base of Mount Blanca
and crossed Sangre de Cristo Pass. Some traffic traveled around Mount Blanca
and crossed the mountains via Mosca Pass. The western route followed just to
the east of the San Juan Mountains and took a northeast arc toward Cochetopa
Pass or, curving northeastward, followed a route over Poncha Pass through South
Pass and down Ute Pass to the plains. The second route from Santa Fe was in a
northeastwardly direction toward Taos and across the Raton Mountains and thence
north along the Front Range.

Outposts and forts were located at the Sangre de Cristo Pass or in the San
Luis Valley along the New Mexico border. The attempted settlement of San Carlos was
in the Arkansas River Valley located east of present day Pueblo. Although the
exact locations of these sites are not known, the attached map shows the general
locations.

CULTURAL RESOURCE TYPES

Sites include: Campsites, trails, battle siteé, cache.

)Structures include: Forts, outposts, houses (in the San Carlos settle-
ment).

- Materials include: Military equipment (lances, guns, helmets), trade-
goods, horseshoes, Spanish tack of any kind that pre-dates 1820.
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THE QUANTITY AND QUALITY OF EXISTING DATA

Historical Documentation

(3

The intense historical interest in the Spanish and French explorers
has prompted a number of publications. Original records of most official
Spanish expeditions have been translated and annotated in English. The
standard reference work on the Spanish explorers in Colorado is Alfred B.

Thomas, After Coronado. His Plains Indians and Forqotten Frontiers are also
useful, as is Herbert E. Bolton's Spanish Exploration. There are many books
about the settiement of New Mexico and other facets of the Spanish experience,
notably John Francis Bannon's Spanish Borderlands Frontier and Jose de Onis'
The Hispanic Contribution to the State of Colorado. . Many theses and doctoral
dissertations have been completed on the same topics. LeRoy Hafen's works

on Colorado history and Western exploration should be consulted for informa-
tion on Spanish and French activities. To make full use of these sources and
the Spanish-archives, one should be familiar with Spanish and archaic place
names. The best source that develops contextual evaluations is William H.
Goetzmann's Exploration and Empire: The Explorer and Scientist in the Winning
of the West. Goetzmann's work is especially useful in explaining the imperial
rivalry between Spain, France, and the United States. While the written
documentation of plains exploration is extensive, very little on-the-ground
evidence remains to mark the passing of these men because of the transitory
nature of their activities. '

Number/Condi tion

Cultural resource sites of the Spanish era are exceedingly rare. The
few campsites and trails left no permanent changes on the land. Explorers
travelled light and left little. There are no buildings left, and few arti-
facts. There have been Spanish-related artifacts found in the Greenhorn
Valley in the vicinity of the Comanche battle of 1779, and also, reportedly

“in South Park. But no traces of the posts or outposts, or of the San Carlos

settlement, remain above ground, and it is uncertain whether there is any
archaeological evidence.

Data Gaps
Detailed surveys of the routes taken by explorers

Location/investigation of campsite of a Spanish or French exploration/
trading party

Location of forts and outposts

Clearly discernible trail or marker along the path of a known (documented)
exploration party '

Representative cache of a trading or exploration party
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Future Needs . .

. Surveys designed to find on-the-ground evidence of the early Europeans
and Euro-Americans in the southern frontier region should be undertaken at
some future date but should be given low priority due to the extensive docu-
mentary evidence available about the era and the limited possibility of
finding clearly distinguishable sites within the region. Such a project
would require the special skills of both historians and historical archaeolo-
gists. In addition, there is a need for further documentary research combined
with on-the-ground investigations to resolve conflicting information regarding
travel routes, such as that taken by the Mallet brothers.

Important Resources

Because of the lack of known and probable sites, any site is significant.
Activities of explorers and traders stimulated both Spanish and French interest,
and this eventually led to American involvement in the region. The explorers,
as representative of their governments during a period when the region's
international ownership was in doubt, played a significant role in the
- diplomatic struggle. Any site that would substantiate these roles would serve
to verify existing documentation and interpretations. Trails and routes of
all explorers are important. Any campsites, river crossings, specific loca-
tions recorded in journals, as well as battle sites,would add to our under-
standing and interpretation of this theme. Fort and outpost locations along
with any material would be valuable.

~ RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1. What resources, if any, remain that provide information on the
Spanish exploration of Colorado?

2. What resources, if any, remain that provide information on French
exploration of Colorado?

3. What resources, if any, can substantiate the diplomatic role these
" early explorers played in European relations?

PHYSICAL CONDITIONS

Battle site: Enough spent material and/or evidence of fortification
(permanent or temporary) and gravesites to verify a battle occurred there and
what groups were involved.

Campsite: Any in situ site that shows no or minimal surface disturbance
is considered important for research and interpretative purposes.

Cache: Any in situ site that shows no or minimal surface disturbance is
considered impartant for research and interpretative purposes.

Fort or Fortification: Should be in original location and have enough
physical integrity to establish dimensions, method, period, and material of
construction.

Military Equipment: Metallic parts should be intact.

Trade Goods: Metallic parts should be intact and nation of origin or
manufacture should be ascertainable. :

Trail: Ability to clearly recognize the trail from physical evidence
and from existing historical documentation. :
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SOUTHERN FRONTIER

2. TRADING AND TRAPPING (1803-1880)

Narrative

Trading and trapping were the dominant economic activities in the region
from 1804 through 1856. This includes trade with the Indians, trade into Santa
Fe to the Spanish and later to Mexico, the era of beaver fur trapping and the
trade in buffalo robes on the plains. This era resulted in the establishment of
the first American communities although they were transitory.

ATmost as soon as the United States acquired Louisiana, trappers came into
the region in search of beaver and other fur bearing animals. During this early
period the Spaniards controlled the region. Although some individual trappers
traded their furs at Taos, the center of Spanish trappers fairs since the late
1700s, it was illegal to trap in Spanish territory until after 1821.

Similarly, although trade to New Mexico was attempted as early as 1803, the
spaniards considered it illegal. Spain did not allow her colonies to trade with
any countries but herself. Many early traders were either imprisoned in Santa
Fe, taken to Mexico, or sent home without their wares. The first victim was
Baptiste LaLande in 1803. Later in 1812 Robert McKnight was arrested for trading
and imprisoned in Santa Fe. In 1815, when Auguste Chouteau and Jules Demun (who
traveled via the Arkansas and Huerfano rivers and crossed the Sangre de Cristo
Pass) entered Taos with trade goods, they were arrested and had their goods con-
fiscated. The Spanish military kept most traders out of the region.

When Mexico gained its independence from Spain in 1821, however, it opened
the region to trade. The next year American trade with Santa Fe began and
boomed. William Becknell was the first to use what was later to become the Santa
Fe Trail to Missouri. The Santa Fe Trail generally followed the Arkansas River,
turned south along the Purgatory River, crossed Raton Pass, and then went to Santa
Fe. Later, most traders used the "Cimarron Cutoff" that turned southwestward in
the vicinity of present-day Dodge City, Kansas, and cut across the extreme south-
eastern corner of present-day Colorado. This route was shorter and easier because
it avoided the mountains, but it was far more dangerous because of the lack of
water and the threat of Comanche and Apache attacks. A second cutoff utilized by
trappers and other travelers going to Taos was the Taos Trail that cut through
the Sangre de Cristo Mountains and then turned south through the San Luis Valley.
By the 1830s the traders had established a major commercial network between
Missouri and New Mexico.

Meanwhile, the fur business boomed. Beaver was in great demand. The first
trapping activity became centered in western Colorado during the mid-1820s, but
as these areas became depleted, beaver trappers shifted to the central Rockies
and southwest Colorado and all over the west. These areas were worked into the
late 1830s.

The trappers based from Taos worked the San Luis Valley, over the Sangre de
Cristos, into the Front Range rivers including the Purgatory, Huerfano, and
Arkansas, and into South Park and North Park in the Mountain region. Many trap-
pers worked in the souther frontier region during the period 1820s through 1840.
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Among the notable operations in the region were the Hugh Glenn and Jacob
Fowler Company and the Robert Bean and Alexander Sinclair party. The

most famous of the trappers in the region was Christopher "Kit" Carson,
although other well-known trappers included John Gantt, Thomas James,
Nathaniel M. Pryor, Antoine Roubidoux, Joseph Williams, Moses Carson,
Aaron B. Lewis, Richen L. "Uncle Dick" Wootton, Ceran St. Vrain, Carlos

H. Beaubien, Tom Tobin, Domingo Lamelas, and Mariano Medina. By the early
1830s fur values were dropping, fur supplies were becoming depleted and a
change of fashion led to a decreased market for beaver furs.

As the beaver trade declined in the 1830s new business in buffalo
hides and Indian trading developed in the Arkansas Valley and plains region.
One of the pioneers was John Gantt who about 1832 built log houses and a
stockade near the mouth of the Purgatory River. In 1834 Gantt built an
adobe post (Fort Cass) six miles below the mouth of Fountain Creek which
was abandoned in 1835. In competition with Gantt, William Bent built a
stockade post, Fort William, nine miles below Fountain Creek in 1833. Then
in 1834 or 1835 the Bent Brothers and Ceran St. Vrain built the adobe fort
known as Bent's Fort or Fort William, twelve miles above the mouth of the
Purgatory River near the future town of La Junta. This fort dominated trade
in the plains region. It prospered in the buffalo robe business, in trade
with the Cheyenne and Arapahoe Indians, and with its location along the
Santa Fe Trail it was the major settlement between Santa Fe and St. Louis.

With Fort William's success, other trading posts appeared in the region.
In 1939 Maurice Le Duc and William Le Blanc built a post near Hardscrabble
Creek for trade with the Ute. Fort E1 Pueblo, located 30 miles east of
Fountain Creek, began operations in 1842 but ended in the Christmas Day
Massacre in 1854 by Ute Indians. This fort was also known as "Milk Fort"
for, in addition to trade goods, it provided locally grown vegetables and
goats milk. Additional trading posts and settlements include Hardscrabble
(1844-1849) west of Pueblo; Greenhorn (1845-1856) on Greenhorn Creek; Huerfano
(1853-1855) at the mouth of the Huerfano River; Charles Autobee's Ranch
(1853-1880s) two miles up the Huerfano; Marcelino Baca's Ranch (1853-1855) at
the mouth of Fountain Creek; and some seasonal posts. These posts were im-
portant for taming the Indians who camped nearby, provided successful agri-
cultural experiments, and prepared for future settlements in the region.
Other trading posts were built further north along the South Platte River,
but the center for trade and commerce in the plains region was along the
Arkansas.

The end of trade along the Santa Fe Trail came at the same time as a
decline in the buffalo trade. The war with Mexico, beginning in 1846, cut
the trade, although the route was used by the army and army suppliers. Bent's
Fort was abandoned in 1849 after the army used it during the Mexican War. A
new fort was built in 1853, Bent's New Fort, at a site west of present-day
Lamar. This fort was sold to the U.S. Government in 1859 and converted to a
military post known as Fort Wise.

After the Civil War buffalo robes came back into fashion, ard the hide
trade prospered. By 1870 groups of professional buffalo hunters began to
cash in on the market. They were much better equipped and more efficient at
killing the hairy creatures than earlier hunters. Armed with .50 caliber
Sharps' repeating rifles, a good hunter could keep ten or more skinners busy
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removing-hides. After the buffalo had decayed to sun-bleached skeletons,
others went to pick up the bones. They were pulverized and used by early
farmers to fertilize their fields. By 1875 buffalo were becoming hard to
find on Colorado plains, and by 1880 so few were left that hunting was no
longer profitable. This marked the final closing of the fur and hide trade
in southeastern Colorado.

CHRONOLOGY

1803 u.S. purchases Louisiana from France.

Baptiste Lalande trades in region and is captured
by Spanish.

1804-1821 American fur trappers work the southern frontier.

Spanish capture traders in the region and imprison
them or confiscate their goods.

1819 Adams-Onis Treaty establishes Arkansas River as
southern boundary of Louisiana.

1821 Mexico secures independence and opens region for
trade.

1820s Fur trade flourishes with Santa Fe as major trading
center for region.

1830s Era of the trading posts in southern Colorado.

1832 John Gantt's fort built on Purgatory River.

1834 John Gantt's fort built on the Arkansas River.

1834-1835 Bent's Fort, or Fort William, built on Arkansas
River.

1839 Trading post on Hardscrabble Creek opened for trade
with Utes.

1842 Trading Post at Pueblo.

1844 Trading Post at Hardscrabble started.

1845 Settlement at Greenhorn established.

1846 War with Mexico curtails travel on Santa Fe Trail,
buffalo trade declines rapidly.

1849 Bent's 01d Fort abandoned.

1853 Bent Builds "new" fort at Big Timbers. ,

1855-1856 Posts in region close (except for Bent's new fort).

1859 Bent sells "new" fort to the U.S. government.

1865-1880 Buffalo robe trade and hunting popular on pTains.

1880 Buffalo herds exterminated on Colorado plains.
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