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The Reference Series are
small packets of information
regarding topics relevant to

statewide improvements in

gifted program designs or
gifted student achievement. ‘\\\
The Series is a quick way for
implementers  of  gifted
programming and the public
to gain an initial

understanding of the topic.
Representatives of the gifted
education di __‘_
select the topics based upon
immediate need or
legislation that requires a [ s
tutorial for building ‘
statewide understanding and

implementation.

The overview of the
gifted education topic will be described in terms of definition,
description or characteristis, resources, assessments, common tips or
evidence based practices in relation to the topic. Examples of methods
or tools referenced in the series are not exclusive. If legislation is the
topic, the purpose is to clarify the law and procedures for
implementation. The authors encourage further study and application

of the particular topic.
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eeting the Needs
Gifted Students in Small Districts
nd Rural Areas
An Overview

Colorado Department of Education
Gifted Education Unit

Defining Rural

The problem of defining "rural” is not new. People know
when they are rural, but such perception does not satisfy
demographers, policymakers, or educational
researchers. After all, difficult policy decisions have to be
made and resources have to be allocated on some
quantifiable basis. Numbers, however, miss the essence
of what it means to be rural, and seldom satisfy those on
the receiving end of the definition. Rural people know
that rural Maine is not like rural Texas, which in turn is
not like rural Georgia or Alaska.

i Ru B & Cancept Beyond Definition?
Betty Rose Rios

Community Types Definitions

From the National Center for Education Statistics

Central City: A city with a
population of 50,000 or more that

Isa cenlriil city of a Metropolitan et

Statistical Area

Urban fringe: An area within an ‘/,\9 Ny ‘Q\
MSA of a central city and defined = ! &
as urban by the Bureau of the % A

Census but which does not
qualify as a city

Large town: a town not within a
MSA, having a population of
25,000 or more

Small town: A town not within an
MSA, having a population
between 2,500 and 24,999
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[Rural Definitions

A Rural Town: Fewer than 2,500 is
considered rural (u.s. Bureau of Census)

A Frontier County: Smallest and
most geographically isolated

communities in the United States
(National Center for Frontier Communities)

[Col orado ﬁFront]i

Baca Las Animas
Bent Lincoln
Cheyenne  Mineral

A Costilla Moffat
Custer Rio Blanco
Dolores Saguache

Gunnison  San Juan
Hinsdale San Miguel
Huerfano Sedgwick

A Jackson Washington
Kiowa Yuma
Kit Carson

[=Col oradoés]p

Ad42 of Coloradobds 64
23 of those counties

+ They make up 43% of :I
mass and 3% of the s

A 12 more micro-politan and ag/urban
counties have significant rural and
urban characteristics

Colorado Rural Development Council
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You Are Not Alone

Nationally In Colorado
A 40% of American A Of 178 Colorado
schools are school districts
considered rural : 28have
] populations from
A 30% of American 601-1,200
children go to them 36 have
populations from
National R h Cent 801-600
ational Researc enter on
51 have
Rural Education Support :
[NRCRES], 2005) g?f:g:“ons of 300

nically, rural America has become viewed by a
growing number of Americans as having a higher
guality of life not because of what it has, but
rather because of what it s not have!

Don A. Dillman
Regents Professor and the Thomas S. Foley ﬂ
Distinguished Professor of Government and ..
Public Policy in the Departrh’n(s of
Sociology and Community and

: N
Rural Sociology at W}
Washington State University. A\

T

t

Rural Strengths in Education

A Real rural education is defined by these

characteristically rural strengths:

+ Alack of distinction between what belongs in school and
what belongs in the community

+ Akind of generalism which expects people to do whatever
they are able without filling specialized roles or performing
strictly age-graded functions

+  Close and supportive ties between families and schools

+ A sense of comfort and cooperative spirit among school
children

+ Rural independence and self-reliance translated into the
school setting

Dunne, Faith. "Is There Such a Thing as Rural Education?
A Portrait of the Small Rural School."
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[Rural Strengths in Education

University of lowa survey of rural educators

Higher level of child-
adult contact

More individualized
learning

Learning through
community
involvement

[Rural Strengths in Education

Small student bodies so everyone can
participate in most activities

Tend to be supportive and close knit

Community members are accustomed to
adapting available resources

Community membership tends to be stable
The Challenges of Being Gifted in a Rural Community, Duke Gifted Letter

[Rural Strengths in Education

Multi-age classrooms are often in place
which does not take a huge change in
thinking for teachers to adapt to multi-aged
clustering

Smaller systems have fewer decision-
makers that can lead to more latitude in
accommodating needs 1 not as much red

tape to go th rough. (Joan D. Lewis; Challenges of Educating
the Gifted in Rural Areas

Schools tend to be safe
The community often values education
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~fil ronically, thel p
i denti fiedécan all s
[challenges], depending on the

*dryrnami cs within th

The Challenges of Being Gifted in a Rural Community
Duke Gifted Letter

Possible Challenging Dynamics of ]
Small/Rural Districts

AEach grade level may have few students,
hence fewer gifted students

A imited resources

ACommunity demographics might hinder
nurturing gifted individuals

[Possible Challenges ]

A Each grade level may have few
students, hence fewer

gifted students
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How Districts Meet the =
[Challenge

Structures for delivery

>

A Differentiated Instruction
A Solicit parent and community involvement

A Collaborate to bring gifted students
together

[ Possible Challenges ]

A Limited resources
+ Rural areas tend to
have higher poverty
rates; especially
Frontier Counties

Percent of Persons Below Poverty By County
Census 2000

| I Becgwick.
| =
ot S Lo { ‘ |
ot o s oLl it
|
s Moo |
Bouker
aaaaa i =t —
oy ot At
Eage ool B e | | Legend
i 5 Pet. Below Poverty
g oo o 2o s
Mesa ol B - | 1 5.0%-0.9%
yyyy 10.0% - 14.9%
Omita iy
B 15.0% - 19.9%
Iree I Grostor than 20.0%

s Gy o ot i

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census
Sdnunary F38 Ticea State Demography Office

For a summary of Free/Reduced Lunch Eligible students by district, visit
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdereval/download/spreadsheet/2008PM/pk12
freeandreducedluncheligibilitybycountyanddistrict.xls
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[Systemic Equalizers

Give students from poverty access to the same high-
level curricular and pedagogical opportunities and
high expectations as their wealthy peers.

Develop curricula that are relevant and meaningful to
our students' lives and draw on their experiences and
surroundings.

Fight to get our students into gifted and talented
programs and to give them other opportunities
usually reserved for economically advantaged
students and to keep them from being assigned
unjustly to special education

AThe Question of Cl as

Teaching Tolerance magazine Number 31, Spring 2007

Staffing Challenges of Limited
Resources

More teachers teaching outside their
areaS Of Certlflcatlon [and wearing multiple job responsibility

Ahatso]
Larger numbers of teacher vacancies
Fewer experienced teachers

Often a serious teacher and
admlnlstrator tU rnover [stepping stone to larger districts]
Lower salaries

AiThe Question of Clas
Teaching Tolerance magazine Number 31, Spring 2007

How Districts Meet the
Challenge

General Education Gifted Education
Alternative licensure Teacher incentives for
Four-day week professional

development
Stipends for those

working with the gifted
BOCES mini grants for
innovative gifted
programming in districts
Use of technology for
professional
development
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Materials and Equipment
Challenges of Limited Resources

May have inadequate facilities and
classroom materials

More likely than wealthier counterparts
to be subjected to less rigorous
curricula

AiThe Question of Class
Teaching Tolerance magazine

How Districts Meet the
[Challenge

Seek additional funding sources
Use technology to their advantage

[Possible Challenges

Community demographics may hinder
nurturing gifted individuals
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How Districts Meet the
[Challenge

= /i N
Build support groups outside of class
time

Build affective and career education
into regular classroom activities

Use quality reading materials to guide
affective development

Solicit support from community

Integrate appropriate counseling
goals into Rtl process

Building sense of urgency

Fewer students from rural areas attend college
than students from metropolitan areas 1 this

discrepancy has tripled since 1960.
Joan D. Lewis; Challenges of Educating the Gifted in Rural Areas

[ Where to begin?

Susan Assouline, Ph.D., Associate Director of The Connie
Belin & Jacqueline N. Blank International Center for Gifted
Education and Talent Development at the University of lowa

Find the student's instructional level
and provide instruction at that starting
point

Monitor instructional pacing needs
Accelerate in the area of strength with
a continued emphasis on appropriate
pacing
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