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Some poultry raisers find it more eonvenient
to feed commercial or ready-mixed feeds. This
method of feeding is gaining favor with an in-
creasing number of poultrymen. However, there
are many who still prefer to mix rations after
their own formulas and it is with this in mind
that a number of suitable mixtures are presented

in this bulletin.




FEEDING POULTRY FROM CHICK TO HEN

By O. C. UFFORD
Chas. N. Keen

Fig. 1.—The successful poultryman has come to realize that it pays to feed a
well-balanced ration if he expects to secure economical results,

Fig. 2.—Clean feeds fed in a clean way pay dividends.
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Fig. 3.—Give the baby chick a good start by feeding a balanced ration.

Rations for Starting Baby Chicks—(First 2 wéeks)

Ration No. 1 Ration No. 2
Grain Mixture Grain Mixture
Fine cracked corn ......... 50 Lbs. Fine cracked corn ......... 40 Lbs,
Fine cracked wheat ....... &80 * Cracked wheat .....ccsoose 30 *
Steel-cut. oats. ...iishasaeve 30 "
Mask Mixture - Mash Mixture
Fine yellow cornmeal ......2 0 Lh‘ Fine yellow cornmeal ..... 30 Lbs.
Ground oatmeal ........... 50 R e T o 20 *
Bram Giissvisesvioessosdenss 16 * SHOLTE. % s anin wia s e m i il N
Shorts ............ocecninns L Ground oatmeal ........... T »
Plenty of sour skimmilk or but- Meat scrap or meat meal .. 5 "
termilk to drink. Dried buttermilk .......... 105
Alfalfa leaf meal .......... Sirey
Ground wheat may be substituted BONS TEAL" 2 et/ ale a ek g
for the bran and shorts. TN S BRILT s s einia v s o un i a%s 1, &
When sour milk is available re-
duce dried buttermilk to § percent.
Ration No, 3
Grain Mixture Mash Mixture
Cracked wheat ............ 50 Lbs. Ground Wheat :c.scsisvsvens 50 Lbs.
Cracked XKaflr ....criveavvss 20w Ground oatmeal ...... PR L
Cracked Mo o avisvaesse 2 2
Millet or Hershey ......... 10" -

Plenty of sour milk to drink.
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When desired use 2 pints of a reliable grade of cod ]i.\'er oil
to 100 pounds of mash or at the rate of 2 percent by welghfg of
ground feed used. If one will make use of the Colorado sunshine,

cod liver oil will not be necessary.

Sanitation plays an important part in the feeding of growing chicks. Fig. 4
shows a cement run in front of the brooder house.

Rations for Growing Chicks—(After 2 weeks of age)

Ration No. 1
Grain Mixture
Cracked corn
Wheat

Cornmeal
Bran
BIOTER S5 0t s ¢ o, SR S vrio s
Meat meal
Bone meal
Fine salt

Ground wheat may be substituted

for the bran and shorts.

Ration No. 2
Grain Mixture
Cracked corn
Wheat: .okt
or
Cracked corn
Wheat
Kafir
IO S ek
Millet or Hershey

Mash Mixture
Cornmeal
Bran
Shorts

Fine ground oats or barley.
Dried buttermilk
Alfalfa leaf meal
Meat meal
Bone meal
Fine salt

..50 Lbs.

.50
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All-Mash Rations for Starting and Growing Chicks

Ration No. 1 Ration No. 2

Ground yellow corn ....... 85 Lbs. Ground yellow corn ........ 80 Lbs
Bran conee.s o (oo A BYAR" o o o vmalse s ie/ ol i 50
RO L e Mol 2o %. < ».» = o S st d 2 ? BhOXtB BB v o o sfes s wieate TR0
TS e A R & S5 S MOt YHMERL: & i le b ot ha i 5
Alralfa leaf maal .......... b " Dried buttermilk .......... 5
Steamed bone meal ........ ! Alfalfa leaf meal .......... 5
=7 R E i v e S R = B Lo Steamed bone meal ........ 4

Plenty of sour skimmilk or but- BRI oo vttt el 25 TR ) I A
termilk to drink. Ground wheat may be sutstituted

for bran and shorts,

Fig. 5

Rations for Finishing Pullets

Pullets should not come into production until they have
reached full body growth and bone development.

The growing mash will sometimes develop the egg organs
before pullets have reached their full growth. When this occurs
the comb and wattles begin to redden and increase in size at
from 3 to 4 months of age because of too much meat or milk in
the ration. One can hold the pullets back and get them to put
on more weight by substituting the following for their regular
ration:

Grain Mixture
Corn or wheat fed only in the evening.
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Mash Mixture

Ground Wheat .......cccosceesossssncscnsassnasnsos 40 Lbs.
CoOXNMBRY C s o o onieise nioinnionaasias aisasioinessssasdiuvnanss 3% "
BONG TNORT L 's ciu's ate sl st oisiaimia /¥ Blesws o o miu v o u nian v B ot de 4
Ground oats or harley.......crveveeveoneveccsnssona 10

R S R e L, 1

Up to 5 percent meat meal may be included in the mixture.

The pullet that goes into the laying house with good body
development and in good flesh is less likely to go into a fall moult.
Keep the pullets on this ration until they are in good flesh and
condition, then gradually bring them on to a full laying ration.

Fig. 6.—A suitable fattening crate.

Rations for Fattening

Ration No. 1 Ration No. 2
Fine cornmeal . :... s 60 Lbs. COTOIORT 47s 3 a0 hiale e vt iarats 60 Lbs.
Wheat, shorts or middlings 20 ROOLEE" 50 S s el ey 10 o
Fine ground oats ..,,...... 30 " OR Fine ground oats .......... 20
MOAL  DIGRL . ..v/s v s vl s s e s 10
Mix 1 part of the above mixture Mix 1 part of the above mixture
with 2 parts liquid buttermilk. with 2 parts water,

To fatten birds, place them in a fattening coop and feed a
light feed 2 or 3 times daily for the first day or two gradually
bringing them on to a full feed, giving them all they will con-
sume in 15 to 20 minutes of feeding. Do not leave feed before
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them longer than this. No water or other feeds will be neces-
sary if the ration is mixed as prescribed above.

The fattening process is continued for 7 to 14 days on full
feed, depending upon the appetite and condition of the birds.

Fig. 7

Rations for Laying Hens

Ration No. 1 Ration No. 2
Grain Mixture Grain Mixture
Summer Winter (611) 51 1 Joses B A R AT i T e 40 Lbs.
Cracked or B A RO L) s 404"
whole corn ...... 50 Lbs. 60 Lbs. BRELOY. s . i Al Ae LS v O 3 8 2
W HERE T 5t s s DU 40" ORLB 2 py ws e s Tie)s. 6.8 i d W0 10 2~
Mash Mixture Mash Mixture
Fine cornmeal ............. 20 Lbs. COrnmBRL 15 Ve o 'ssoln asiomisle 25 Lbs.
BEBYY. o animnv e as . v e B 2 BIDRYY" | oo s i 00 a 05 0% ake e e Wi e R R n s O 1
BhOTER . vi5 o e vl saaiss 20 » BROrts . s s aie v ey 10,
Ground oats or barley ..... 20 " CrOUNA ORI o & wie v orelogs s St 10
Meat: MeRl) 'visisevsisiwavie s 20:, ™ Arouna& DbArIeY ... . <. s L,
Alfalfa leaf meal .......... et
Ground wheat may be substituted Mt anlir, o o S 15 °*
for the bran and shorts. Dried buttermilk .......... [ REL2
BONO MARL .75 i siecn uivn el aa B’
2 A T s e o o s 1 A
Fine ground oyster shell .. 2

Some other suitable grain mixtures when such feeds are avallable

BAYIBY  Sea’s v a e sison vais s anies s e 30 Lbs. TERAT 10 v s vl a ik v s T 10 Lbs.
VDGR i ¢ v viv aia o/ v el o 1o e a a1 WY 50 " BETLO. | traainh o s sia e a0 aaTe o B MNE S 1O l
O REIRIE C i o7 6ot bioTesa- W10 = SalatAln 20 ” Millet or Hershey ......... 10

ORI & Ja v o & olh s B0 et ek 20 @

WEHABRE v koo fe e b P orate ROy 1

Feeding the Breeding Flock
Aside from feeding a balanced ration similar to those given
for laying hens, the breeding flock should have plenty of exer-
cise, sunshine and green feed in order to produce a high percent-
age of hatchable eggs and livable chicks.
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Feeding for Quality Eggs

Feeding has a great deal to do with the quality of the egg
that is marketed.

When fresh green feed is available in abundance, hens
will eat it in preference to grain and mash with the result that
the eggs that are produced will have heavy dark-colored yolks
and will not stand up in quality when shipped long distances to
eastern markets. Such eggs are known as “grass eggs.” The
contents soon break down and become watery.

Marketing organizations that are shipping quality eggs rec-
ommend feeding a ration that will produce the light-colored yolk
and an egg that will be firm in quality when shipped long dis-
tances. The following rations are recommended when a green
range is not used.

Grain Mixtare

L o o P 40 Lbs.
0 + = DU g0
Mash Mixture
Cornmeal (FellowW) L.ttt ittt e i e 20 Lbs.
Ground barley or ground 0atS ............ievian.. 5 "
Wheat middlings . ...ttt i e 15 7
Wheat bran ... e 2 v
Meat meal ... ... e e ST
Dried buttermilk . ... ... 0. it 5
Alfalfa leaf meal ... . .. .. . . i .., 5 "
Steam bone Meal ...t iiiait it e 40"
Fine ground oyster shell ............ .0 oan.. 2 7
I 0 "

‘ The following mash mixture is one used by the Intermoun-
tain Poultry Producers Co-operative Assn. of Grand Junction,
Colorado:

Mash Mixtuare

Yellow cornmeal .................................300 Lba.
White cormmeal ...... ..o 200
Ground DBarley .....ouniiiiininieaiin g
Alfalfa . e 150
Meat SCTADS o o.oiei i e {00 7
Red Dog flour .......... ... 100 "
Bran ..o 650
Bone meal ... . 400"
Calelte ... . 40 v

Salt 20
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When the poultry raiser
does not have a feed house
in which to store feed, a
hopper may be used for
grain and mash such as
shown in Fig. 8. This hop-
per holds several hundred
pounds of feed and can be
conveniently located in the
laying house.

Fig. 9—A sanitary drinking fountain and stand for baby chicks.
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Water is a very important part of a ration. Two-thirds of
the egg and chicken’s body is composed of water. Therefore, a
supply should always be available. There are a number of
suitable types of waterers on the market with heater attach-
ments that enable the flock always to have water during cold
weather.

Fig. 10.—An alfalfa rack.

) Green feed is always an important part of the chickens’ ra-
tion. Healthier birds and more eggs result when it is fed.
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The value of a mash hopper is determined by whether or
not it wastes feed. The feeder that ean be filled each day with
fresh mash has come into favor over the one that holds a large

supply.



