
WIG 
.:t 

SURVEY CATALOGING SOURCES AND VOLUME 

OF ACTIVITY IN COLORADO LIBRARIES 

Colorado Sta 

Karl M. Pearson, Jr, 
February 1977 

Library LSCA Project 76B-I-14 

N 

LCO-~E 
s 

Western interstate Commission for Higher Education" P.O. Drawer P. Boulder, Colorado 80302 ., (303) 492·7317 



ABSTRACT 

This survey was conducted in November 1976 to obtain data needed 
for estimating costs and act; ty volumes in conjunction with a 
feasibility study for a statewide data base to provide location 
information for Colorado library materials, The survey covered: 1) 
amount of original cataloging performed; 2) sources from which cataloging 
data and materials are procured. and predicted changes over the next 
three years; 3) volume of acquisitions of books, documents and nonprint 
materials predicted over the next three years; 4) circulation systems 
now in use or planned; 5) willingness to have library's materials listed 
in a statewide data base; and 6) whether or not respondents have or plan 

acquire a microfiche reader. 
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1. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

The survey reported on in this document was conducted in November 
and December of 1976 to obtain data needed for assessing the feasibility 
of developing a statewide union data base for locating Colorado library 
materials. The results of the feasibility study will be reported by 
WILCO to the Colorado State Library in Providing Location Information 
for Colorado Library Resources, Fe~ruary 1977, 

In thinking about a statewide data base, a number of questions 
relating to costs and volume of operations come immediately to mind. 
Because data were not available to provide good answers to the questions, 
WILeO and the State Library agreed that a questionnaire survey should 
be undertaken. The questionnaire was sent to all Colorado libraries 
except those in individual schools and smaller school districts, and 
certain specialized institutions. Not only did this blanket coverage 
provide better data than could be obtained just from the statels larger 
libraries, but also it emphasized that all Colorado librarians should 
have the opportunity to part; in developing regional library 
service system and state plans for cooperative activities. 



2. 

a 

b) 

d 

ional 1 i 

c 
ons; 

in 

of 

service 



FOR "U, '""M"" 

For the purpose of this 
full or brief form entry) 
exception of se also 
1) books (includi 
or microform); and 3) 

c. 

3. 

on from questionnaire 
libra are reported and 

introduction to define the 
e zational differences 

library 10: 

I UNION DATA BASE PROJECT 

, we are interested in your cataloging (in either 
of newly acqui library materials, with the 
categories are defi a1s: 
copies); 2) reports (in hard copy 

materials. 

og; is performed 
for the main ibrary and branches. 

if you do not ve 
questions, please copy or 
rms for each branch or 

es 

es 

prepare 
the cata 109 

in-



4. 

LIBRARY 

'* Key Public 32 000 3,000 7,000 

1,000 3,000 
'** 6.000 

7 1,000 2,000 

5, 



2.2 CATALOG 

2. 00 usua 1 
in your own libra 
answe in 

re own 

Order 

( ) 

( ) 

( ) 
( ) 
( 

a 

5. 

I I 

to ne 
Colorado libraries of 

( ,e , MARC) machine-readable 

or, ence 

it might be 

( ) 
( ) 
( ) 

s 81 

the 
base. 

or 

11) 

) 



LIBRARY CLAS S 

Key Publ ic 8 10 

Other Public 22 13 

Key Academi c 6 9 5 

Other Academi c 2 4 if 

11 

sources for cards are shown in the 
res re 1i es 1 

4 1 

3 

1 

6 

2 

6. 

15 

17 

7 

4 

18 

survey, 
documents 

of 

ve 

So.D 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

5 

5 

2 

1 

Misc. 

3 

0 

13 



7, 

B&T MIse 
3 0 1 

c 0 0 1 1 8 

c 9 0 

c 2 0 1 1 3 
0 3 



8, 

braries using OCle or another system can obtain "archive tapes U 

as a copy of the cataloging they 
could be merged into a state file, 
do so. 
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2.3 PREDICTED VOLUME OF ACQUISITIONS 1977-1979 

The following question was posed to provide an estimate of the 
volume hol ngs statements could be cted as a maximum 
that the computer system used to rnai in a statewi location base 
would have to accommodate within the predicta e future. The volume of 
holdings statements is a more accurate predictor of the amount of computer 
operations required than would be an estimate of the number of records 
hi iographic plus holdings statements) involved. A record need 

added the data base only once~ but there d be a holdings state-
ment many Colorado libraries. 
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The purpose of the on was identi ta bases 
in Colorado libraries that brary staff may not have known 
about prior to this survey. Such local data bases would be possible 
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15. 

"Although theoretically an excellent idea, especially for larger 
libraries, I doubt that [we] would find a statewide union data base, 
especially one requiring information (e.g., LC card number) we don1t 
normally have, cost-beneficial. We have little ILL traffic and 
have found the SARC system satisfactory for it." 

"We would like to participate in the discussion and planning 
for such a statewide union data base in the very beginning stages." 

IIWe cannot send a card to BCR [and] someplace else. As we have 
been sending cards of our holdings to BCR we would prefer to continue 
there," 

"We can use help in all areas to make [our] small library efficient. 
We cannot offer much he lp to others. II 

"Our library is in a transitional period ... we cannot predict 
its future. II 

"Being a very small [special] library, inclusion in a statewide 
list would basically depend on borrowing privileges included with the 
list.1I 

IIGood idea. II 
"Thank you for including the special libraries!1I 
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most Colorado libraries on a regular and frequent basis. However, 
it is important that all Colorado librarians have the opportunity to 
patricipate in assessing the feasibility of, and in the planning for, 
the development and use of the statewide location data base. 
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