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FOREWORD

In the span of three-quarters of a century, an unknown region, a part
of the “Great American Desert,” has been explored, settled and developed
into the commonwealth of Colorado.

Early travelers to the region had little thought of staying here. They
planned to return to the States as soon as they made a “stake,” or found
the bodily vigor the climate was expected to give, but once here they found
a new zeal in life, a greater opportunity and an appeal that was irresistible.
The lure of the West that had drawn them across the plains held them, or
clothed their experience with romance, with a longing to return if forced
to leave. And so the miner, the soldier of fortune, the hunter and trapper,
the stockman, the farmer, the professional man and the health seeker became
community builders, assembled these communities into a territorial organi-
zation and in due time qualified this for statehood, making of the Pike’s
Peak country the state of Colorado.

Embracing, as it does, the highest portion of the continent and made
up of almost equal areas of mountaihs and plains, with great diversity of
soil and climate and a wealth of natural resources, the development of
mining, agriculture, industry and transportation in this region presents
many unique features of broad human interest, and the development of
the state, county, municipal and school district governments is a credit to
the self-governing ability of our people.

The records of early years are fragmentary and incomplete. Those who
laid the foundations for our industrial and civic structure have been gath-
ered to their fathers and the surviving pioneers of early statehood days
are all too few. The historian who would trace our early history finds
many difficulties.

Because of this, and because of the importance of agriculture in our
economic life and the many different features presented in its development,
the State Board of Agriculture authorized a history of agriculture as the
contribution of the State Agricultural College to the semi-centennial cele-
bration of statehood. The plan was approved in August, 1923, following
some months of preliminary study.

It was realized that the history should be written by one who could
bring to the task broad knowledge of Colorado, long residence and experi-
ence in the state and a sympathetic understanding of our rural people;
and that he should have the aid .of one or more trained investigators and



seek the co-operation of every individual and organization that might
assist him in his work.

The task of organization and of general direction of the work was
assigned to the writer of these lines.

Alvin T. Steinel, our specialist in rural development, whose broad
knowledge of present agricultural conditions in Colorado, long editorial
experience and training and taste for research fitted him admirably for this
work, was appointed editor, and Dr. Daniel W. Working, investigator. He
had wide experience and knowledge for this important part of the work.
His service to the state in agriculture includes a term as Master of the
State Grange, two years as editor of The Colorado Farmer in the nineties,
and secretary of the State Board of Agriculture from 1893 to 1897; also
many years in supervisory service for the Department of Agriculture, dur-
ing which time he introduced county agent work in Colorado and other
western states.

Dr. Working began his work in December, 1923, spending about two
years in research, traveling to the places of earliest settlement and inter-
viewing those who might throw light on their development. In addition to
this work of investigation, Dr. Working wrote the chapter on Beginnings
of Colorado Agriculture. The results of his investigations were turned
over to Mr. Steinel, who supplemented these by extensive studies of his
own and wrote the other chapters of the history.

From the first announcement of the plan to prepare this history by
the State Agricultural College, it received general commendation and assist-
ance. President A. A. Edwards of the State Board of Agriculture gave it
every possible support. Former Governor E. M. Ammons, vice-president
of the board, up to a few days before his death, assisted in gathering
material. His great knowledge of the state made him an invaluable coun-
selor. The members of the faculty and the librarian of the college have
given generously of their time, and the farm organizations gave every pos-
sible assistance. The press of the state has been especially helpful, being
most generous in permitting the use of early files.

Unstinted and effective co-operation was given by the Colorado His-
torical and Natural History Society, through Albert B. Sanford, Curator
of the Historical Department, and Jean Allard Jeancon, Curator of Arch-
@ology and Ethnology. Mr. Sanford’s help proved particularly valuable
because of his personal knowledge of and acquaintance with pioneers and
pioneer conditions. As a boy, he knew the men and women who built the
state’s foundations, for his parents were among them. He saw the state’s
agriculture develop from the experimental stage to the status of dominating



industry, and he proved to be, therefore, a wise counselor and safe guide
to authentic sources of information.

Mr. Jeancon’s guidance was along archaological lines, especially relat-
ing to the extent of ancient irrigation and the practices and methods of
the aboriginal farmers of the arid Southwest, including a large section of
what is now Colorado. Mr. Jeancon, in his service for the Smithsonian
Institute at Washington and lately as director of archaological and eth-
nological research for the State of Colorado, has unearthed evidences of
agriculture by irrigation that throw new light on the life of the ancients.
It was the inspiration of his work that enabled the author, in the chapter
on irrigation, to give this historical record its proper setting, fixing a new
mark for beginnings that takes nothing from the record of achievements
of the recent Anglo-Saxon settlement, but leaves for the present generation
of students, an impressive lesson as to the age of the so-called new world
and the stage reached by civilizations that have vanished.

We present this narrative of our agricultural development to the fiftieth
anniversary of statehood in the hope that, in part at least, it fulfills its
purpose: that of showing as far as possible from first-hand information
the conditions that faced our first settlers and how they met them, of trac-
ing the different branches of the industry through their various phases
from their beginnings to the present, of showing how agricultural educa-
tion and investigation were provided, supported and utilized, and how
legislation and state-supported service kept pace with changing needs and
made possible further advance.

Its preparation was a labor of love, in grateful appreciation of the men
and women whose courage, ability, vision and love of adventure made
possible our commonwealth of today, who, in their work and in their plans,
reflected the generous expanse of our plains and the sturdiness and

sublimity of our mountains.
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CuAPTER 1

Beginnings of Colorado Agriculture
By D. W. WoRKING*
THE PLAY OF GEOGRAPHICAL INFLUENCES

To get the meaning of the story of the beginnings and the development
of agriculture in what is now the State of Colorado, one needs to consider
the geography of the western half of the United States. It is not enough
to have in mind the country as it is represented on the maps of the present
day. We must take into account the West as it was represented on the maps
of a century ago; for the actions of men are influenced by what they know
or think they know, not by the actual facts that exist unknown to them.
The movements of the explorers and other adventurers in the early part
of the nineteenth century were determined by the scant knowledge of their
time, not by the abundant information possessed by the people after the
first railroads had been built to the Pacific.

Studying the West as it was vaguely understood as a result of the Lewis
and Clark Expedition in 1804-5; the expedition of Pike in 1806-7, that of
Long in 1819-20, and the Fremont expeditions of 1842 and 1843-4, one
realizes that no one could have had more than a very imperfect knowledge
of the region now known as Colorado. And when one adds to this general
study of the Far West a careful examination of the drainage of the Rocky
Mountain region, he will realize that it was but natural that the lines
of travel through the prairie and mountain country should have resulted
in delaying the settlement and development of Colorado until after most
of the neighboring states had made considerably greater advancement.
The river system of Celorado has its own story to tell to those who would
understand the forces that determined the beginnings of agricultural devel-
opment within the borders of a state that was not even a named territory
when this development began. And it is to be understood that the meaning
of our rivers has changed. Their relation to our recent growth and the
progress toward which we confidently look took on a different meaning,
even before the railroads began to be substituted for the older means of
“overland” travel and traffic; but this must be left for later discussion.

Rivers as Gumes.—The nature and the great elevation of the country
where the principal rivers of Colorado have their beginnings furnished

*Chapter I was written by D. W. Working. The succeeding chapter
written by Alvin T. Steinel. & pters were
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one of the principal problems of the early explorers, adventurers, and
travelers. The rivers were guides and also warnings. “Not this way!” they
must have seemed to say to many a hardy explorer and hunter. And the
wise adventurers understood: if they could not go up the river canons and
across the high passes of the great white mountains, they could go around;
and around they went. It is not to be overlooked that the mountains, valleys
and plains of Colorado were not of primary interest to most of the explorers*
already mentioned and to the many others who traversed the mysterious
West during the period covered by their explorations and down to 1860.
The great attractions then were in the Far Northwest, in California, and
in the Southwest, including part of Mexico as it is known today. And
because the mountains of Colorado were the highest and most difficult of
passage to the points of their destination, the travelers to the West needed
to know something of the geography and topography of the central mountain
region. The little they knew taught them to go around—to go up the Mis-
souri to the Oregon country; up the Platte to Julesburg and on to Fort
Laramie and beyond through the low passes of what is now Wyoming to
Utah and the mountains and gold-laden streams of California; by the
Santa Fe Trailt to old Santa Fe and Taos, and from these settlements
to the Southwest beyond.

. The Colorado River of the West gathers its first waters within the limits
of Middle Park, the northern rim of which approaches within forty miles
of the northern boundary of Colorado at a point almost exactly midway
between the eastern and western boundaries. From the park it flows
southwesterly, passing out of the state of its origin a short distance south
of the middle point on the western boundary line. This noble river gathers
to itself all of the drainage of Colorado west of the crooked Continental
Divide and sends it across the southeast corner of Utah and the northwest
corner of Arizona, and then down to the Gulf of California, to mingle with
the waters of the Pacific Ocean. Just across the northern rim of Middle
Park the sources of the North Fork of the Platte are found in North Park,
whence that stream flows northward until half way across Wyoming before
turning to the east and southeast to unite with the South Fork in Nebraska.
Across the southern rim of Middle Park the headwaters of the South Fork
of the Platte are found in South Park.f On the west and north of this
park are found a number of the very high mountains of Colorado. With

*See H. M. Chittenden’s The History of the American Fur Trade of the Far
West.

$The old Santa Fe Trail led from Independence, Missouri, to Council Grove,
Kansas, and on to the ford of the Arkansas just east of the 101st meridian,
and then in a practically straight line to Santa Fe; or it continued up the
Arkansas to La Junta, Colorado, and then in an almost direct line to Raton
Pass and down to Santa Fe, joining the more direct trail near the crossing of
the Moro River.

$The Bayou Salade of early explorers and trappers.
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its tributaries the South Platte drains the highest peaks of Colorado north
of Mount Massive—Lincoln and Long’s and Gray’s and the great should-
ering bulk of Mount Evans and its neighboring summits. However, the
Colorado shares with the Platte the honor of draining these high peaks,
and with the Arkansas the privilege of carrying the surplus water from
the highest summits in the state—Massive and Elbert. From its source
near Leadville the Arkansas, for zbout seventy miles, flows only a little
east of south, and from near Salida it flows slightly south of east to Canon
City, where it leaves the mountains to continue its easterly course and pass
out of Colorado a hundred miles north of the southeast corner of the state,
meanwhile passing the historic spots known in the early days as Fort
Reynolds, Fort Bent, and Old Fort Lyon. Across from the narrow valley
of the upper Arkansas is found the southern of the great chain of parks
that extends across the state of Colorado-—the San Luis Valley, largest and
most fascinating of them all. Here are found the extreme northern sources
of the Rio Grande del Norte, the main branch originating in the extreme
western side of the valley, where the Uncompahgre and San Juan ranges
carry the Continental Divide farther west than it is found elsewhere in
Colorado. This important stream flows practically south from about
the center of the valley at Alamosa, and leaves the state at a point midway
hetween its eastern and western borders. Like the Colorado, this is an
international®* river; which fact has brought problems to the State of
Colorado and the nation—and these will call for later consideration.

O~ THE MounTAIN Topr.—Thus, judged by the directions of the flow
of her rivers, Colorado is at the top of the western part of the United States.
It is a region of high mountains, elevated mountain parks and valleys,
and of broad plains country, sloping down to Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma,
and New Mexico. On its more mountainous sides it slopes down to Wyo-
ming, Utah and New Mexico. In the great elevation of Colorado lies at
least in part the reason for the course taken by exploration and settlement
of the western plains and mountains. The rivers marked the earliest travel
routes—except where river canons were too difficult. The first explorers
looked for ways to get beyond the mountains of the great region which
later came to be known as Colorado. Lewis and Clark went up the Mis-
souri in 1804 to find a way to Oregon; Pike traveled up the Arkansas in
1806 until the mountains turned- him south, to become a prisoner in the
hands of Spanish forces who took lhim to Santa Fe; and Fremontt in

*The Colorado River flows through a portion of Mexico before reachi
Gulf of California; and the Rio Grande from E! Paso to Brownsville fcc}rlx?g g:g
boundary between the United States and Mexico. .

TFremont’'s second expedition, in 1843, followed the Kansas River for some
distance, and arrived again at Fort St. Vrain by crossing from the headwaters
{)ﬁ t}fleuSmgky Hill }tlo thte So%tlhplattﬁ 1t\}elow the mouth of Beaver Creek; and

e following year he returne hrou orth Park < i
oy following year he re g , South Park and across into
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1842 followed up the Platte to Fort St. Vrain, and then to Fort Laramie
and on. Later, when the Mormons crossed the mountains to Utah and when
the Argonauts journeyed to the gold diggings of California, they avoided
the heights of Colorado. When the period of railroad building arrived,
the same influences determined the routes. The Union Pacific survey
touched Colorado at Julesburg, but turned northward and crossed the hump
of the continent by way of southern Wyoming; and when the Atchison,
Topeka & Santa Fe route was fixed upon, it led up the Arkansas into
Colorado to turn to the southwest at La Junta, and thence across the Raton
Mountains to pass over the Continental Divide in western New Mexico.
So, just as the old stage routes crossed the mountains to the north and the
south of Colorado, the main railroads found easier passage to the western
edge of the United States. Thus it would seem clear that the settlement
and development of Colorado were appreciably retarded by the great ele-
vation of our mountains and the difficulties offered by our mountain
streams.

But the influences that were so effective in turning the routes of travel
far aside from the now important centers of population and wealth came
in time to have decreasing power; and the economic forces to the north and
the south and in the extreme west, which seem to have reinforced the ten-
dency to bend the trade routes around Colorado, have greatly changed.
There are signs that it may be cheaper and better for railway traffic to
go under the mountains rather than around them; and some day those
who feel that Colorado should have furnished the original routes for travel
and trade between Missouri River points and Salt Lake City and San .
Francisco may find that the Centennial State is on the main road across
the western half of the continent.

THE PERIOD OF THE EXPLORERS

Agriculture in Colorado is much older than the permanent settlements
that were established shortly after the discovery of gold in 1858. At this
time, and for several years, much of what is now Colorado was vaguely
known as “Pike’s Peak” or ‘“the Pike’s Peak country.” And these settle-
ments at and near Denver, so far as we may think of them as made up of
men interested in stock raising or farming, were not to any considerable
extent established by people who had seriously made up their minds to
build homes, develop farms, and organize communities in a region of
known agricultural productiveness. The men who were later known as
the piloneer farmers and stockmen of Colorado had come to the country
with the fever of adventure in their blood. Most of them were looking for
gold and for new and exciting experiences, not setting out on the higher
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adventure of establishing farm homes and rearing families and organizing
schools and churches as the basis of a new state in the remote West. But
some of them saw opportunity in agriculture, and some recognized the need
of providing a dependable food supply nearer than the Missouri River;
and some found that they knew much more about farming and gardening
and stock raising than they did about mining, and so took up the way of
living and making a living that they had learned on old and new farms
in many states and some foreign countries. Agriculture became another
form of adventure in a new country. And as it was different from what
they had known, it was worth trying—at least for a season. This was
the beginning of agriculture north of the Arkansas and east of the Conti-
nental Divide while the stream of adventurers came to dig for gold or
otherwise find experience or fortune in the mountain country.

In their search for gold and adventure, men found opportunities in
stock raising aund crop growing; and as these opportunities became known
to more and more people, and as, year by year it was being proved that
farming and stock growing could be made profitable, men of serious pur-
pose deliberately made up their minds to establish farms in what was then
a part of Kansas Territory at the eastern base of the Rocky Mountains.

BEGINNINGS FURTHER Back.—But there had been beginnings further
back. And the story of these beginnings, as it can be pieced together from
the fragmentary accounts of many travelers and government explorers, is
worth considering as a preparation for the account of the more orderly
development that had its beginning after Denver and Golden had been
settled. After the travels of the early Spanish adventurers, which yield
very little information regarding the agricultural possibilities of Colorado,
the first famous American explorer of Colorado was Lieutenant Zebulon
Montgomery Pike, who journeyed up the Arkansas in the fall and winter
of 1806, and across the mountains from Pike’s Peak to the San Luis Valley
in January, 1807.

Pike seems to have seen nothing of agricultural promise; he could
not well have done so at the season he came. Later travelers, such as Long
and Fremont and others less well known, did make observations of real
agricultural value. They observed crops and stock; and their occasional
and more or less incidental references to farming operations and farm
and stock products furnish trustworthy information concerning the simple
farming carried on before 1860. There were many hunters and trappers
passing through the mountains and along the river valleys in the years
from about 1820 to 1845—or during the period when the fur trade was
at its maximum in the United States. These hunters and trappers were
good, if somewhat uncertain, customers of those who had flour, bacon,
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sugar, coffee, salt and tobacco for sale; and there were real inducements
at favorable points for men to engage in pioneer farming to supply the
demand along the trails.

GrREW GRAIN IN 1839.—Where there was demand for corn and wheat
and other products, there someone was likely to undertake to satisfy it—
perhaps by establishing a trading-post and freighting merchandise from
the river; possibly by growing part of the products in demand. Indeed,
Farnham* in 1839 mentioned that a company of American and Mexican
trappers had undertaken to raise grain and vegetables on the Arkansas five
miles above Fort Bent. Farnham seems to have been a keen observer. He
remarked that the “Arkansas, some four or five miles above the post, can
be turned from its course over large tracts of rich land,” and that “these
individuals might realize the happiest results from their industry.”

Because of the “looseness of the soil and the scarcity of rain,” Farnham
thought it was impossible “to raise anything thereabout without irrigation;
and, as this is the only spot, for a long distance up and down the Arkansas,
where any considerable tracts can be watered, they could supply the market
with these articles without any fear of competition.”

FrREMONT’S SCHOLARLY AccouNT.—Next to Pike, Fremont was the
most noted of the explorers who wrote of their observations in territory now
included within the limits of Colorado. Fremont was a scholarly soldier,
with the gift of writing an interesting story. Unfortunately, his account
of his first experience after crossing from Nebraska into what is now
Colorado territory and journeying up the Platte River from Lodge Pole
Creek was not a true description of normal conditions. Apparently the
people who read his report a few years later could not realize that what
was true on the sixth and seventh days of July, 1842, was not necessarily
characteristic of the country we now know as the rich and pleasant valley

of the Platte River.

The impression of the country traveled over today was one of dry and barren
sands.

This was July 6, 1842; and the notes for the following day include the
“desert” idea, as below:

Nothing of interest occurred during the morning. The same dreary barrenness,
except that a hard, marly clay had replaced the sandy soil. Buffalo absolutely covered
the plain on both sides of the river, and wherever we ascended the hills, scattered
herds gave life to the view in every direction. A small herd of wild horses made their
appearance on the river bottoms.

Add to this that Fremont reported that his thermometer stood at 103°
at noon, and that on July 8th he reported a temperature of 108°, and it
need not be surprising that some readers with little discrimination should
picture the whole western country as one of “dry and barren sands” and

*Travels on the Great Western Prairies, p. 173.
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excessive heat, and that most of them should think “desert” without won-
dering whether or how countless buffaloes could subsist without grass, or
why they were there in such numbers. They doubtless did not undertake
to explain to themselves the presence of wild horses—animals usually sup-
posed to have the intelligence to look for pasturage where there is some-
thing to eat.

SQuaw-MEN Picgep RicH LanNp.—Fremont continued this, his first
journey in Colorado, traveling up the Platte toward Fort St. Vrain, near
the mouth of the St. Vrain River. Seven miles above the mouth of the
Bijou he came upon the camp of “some four or five whites” whom he took
to be New Englanders who had gone with Captain Wyeth to the Columbia.
Here they were—“independent trappers,”* as Fremont calls them. All
were. living with squaws; and the explorer was “really surprised at the
number of little, fat, buffalo-fed boys that were tumbling about the camp,
all apparently of about the same age—about three or four years old.” He
noted that these white men and their families were encamped on a rich
bottom, “covered with a profusion of fine grass, and had a large number of
fine-looking horses and mules.” A few miles above this camp, the party
came to Chabonard’s camp on an island in the Platte; and on the heights
above this island Fremont met the first Spaniard he had seen in the country.
He noted that Mr. Chabonard was in the employ of Bent and St. Vrain’s
company. Apparently the island dweller was not entirely without agricul-
tural resources, for “one of the people was sent to gather mint,” with the
aid of which a “very good julep” was concocted. Fremont spent the night
at this place, which was called St. Helena. His story for the following

day may be given in his own words:

July 10—We parted with our hospitable host after breakfast the next morning,
and reached St. Vrain’s fort, about forty-five miles from St. Helena, late in the
evening. This post is situated on the south fork of the Platte, immediately under
the mountains, about seventeen miles east of Long's Peak. It is on the right bank,
on the verge of the upland prairie, about forty feet above the river, of which the
immediate valley is about six hundred yards wide. The stream is divided into
various channels by small islands, among which it runs with a swift current * * *
At the fort we found Mr. St. Vrain, who received us with much kindness and hos-
pitality, * * *

PLaTTE VALLEY A GARDEN.—In his notes for July 12th, Captain Fre-
mont states that, through the kindness of Mr. St. Vrain, he was enabled
“to obtain a couple of horses and three good mules”; also that he had not
been able to secure anything “in the way of provisions.” On the morning
of that day they proceeded on their way, their road lying down the Platte
valley, “which resembled a garden in the splendor of fields of varied flow-
ers.”” In about ten miles, after crossing Thompson’s creek, they came to
the Cache a la Poudre, “a very beautiful mountain stream, about one hun-
dred feet wide, flowing with a full, swift current over a rocky bed.”

*Fremont’s Report, page 30,
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From his halt at noon on the Cache la Poudre, Fremont went on up
that fine stream, turning from it after entering the mountains to go to Fort
Laramie. The diary has much geographical interest, but no further in-
formation pertaining to any form of husbandry.

In June, 1843, Fremont was again in Colorado; and in the account of
his trip he mentioned crossing a range of “rolling hills” on the afternoon
of the 30th and finding himself overlooking the Platte Valley* a short
distance below the mouth of the Beaver, from which point they went up
the Platte to the Bijou, where they camped that night. At noon on the
Fourth of July, Fremont and his party arrived at Fort St. Vrain, where
Mr. St. Vrain received them “with his customary kindness” and invited
them to join him in the feast prepared for the day. On the 6th Fremont
was again on the road up the Platte;. and his notes for that day have a
very special meaning for this history, as follows:

Ta1is Was LupronN’s Fort.—Passing on the way the remains of two abandoned
forts (one of which, however, was still in good condition), we reached in 10 miles,
Fort Lancaster, the trading establishment of Mr. Lupton.f His post was beginning
to assume the appearance of a comfortable farm; stock, hogs, and cattle were
ranging about on the prairie; there were different kinds of poultry; and there was
the wreck of a promising garden, in which a considerable variety of vegetables had
been in a flourishing condition; but it had been almost ruined by the recent high
waters.}

The first camp after leaving St. Vrain’s fort was made sixteen miles up
the Platte; and the following morning, a few miles farther up the river,
they came to a populous Arapahoe village “encamped in a beautiful bottom,
and consisting of about 160 lodges.” From the appearance of the village,
Fremont conjectured that the Indians must have “a regular supply of the
means of subsistence.”” Whether this indicates that they were raising corn
and other crops there seems to be no way of knowing.

Following up the Platte and (apparently) Plum Creek, on the 9th
Fremont arrived almost at the top of the Divide. He then turned east-
ward, crossing the upper sources of Cherry Creek, the Kiowa, and the
Bijou. He noted the abundance of “luxurious grass, flowers of all colors,
and timber of various kinds.” On the 11th the party followed the Bijou
to its head in a broken ridge at an estimated elevation of 7,500 feet.

This is a piney elevation, into which the prairies are gathered, and from which
the waters flow, in almost every direction, to the Arkansas, Platte, and Kansas
rivers; the latter stream having here its remotest sources§ * * * The soil of all this
country is excellent, admirably adapted to agricultural purposes, and would support
a large agricultural and pastoral populationf * * *

*“A broad and misty valley, where, about ten miles distant, and 1,000 feet
below us, the South Fork of the Platte was rolling magnificently along, swollen
with the waters of the melting snow.”

tLancaster P. Lupton, who had resigned as a first lieutenant in the U. S.
Army to engage in the fur trade. He built the fort in 1836 or the next year.
It soon came to be known as Fort Lupton.

IFremont’'s Report, page 111.

§Fremont was in error here: what he took to be the “remotest sources” of
the Kansas were the beginnings of the Big Sandy.

{FFremont's Report, page 114.
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It is worthy of note that, on the night of July 9, 1843, Fremont pitched
his camp near the road running from St. Vrain’s fort to the Arkansas;
that on the 12th he reached “the wagon road to the settlements on the
Arkansas River”; and that on the 13th he passed near the encampment of
a hunter named Maurice,

who had been out into the piains in pursuit of buffalo calves, a number
of which I saw among domestic cattle near his lodge.

Dow~ TuE FoNTAINE—From this point the expedition continued
down the river (Fremont wrote it Fontaine qui Bouit), and at noon on the
14th encamped at its mouth on the Arkansas. Here again the exact words
of the explorer give special emphasis to his agricultural observations, as
follows:

A short distance above our encampment is a pueblo (as the Mexicans call their
civilized Indian villages), where a number of mountaineers, who had married Spanish
women in the valley of Taos, had collected themselves together, and occupied them-
selves in farming, carrying on at the same time a desultory Indian trade. They were
principally Americans, and treated us with all the rude hospitality their situation
admitted; but as all commercial intercourse with New Mexico was now interrupted,
in consequence of Mexican decrees to that effect, there was nothing to be had in the
way of provisions. They had, however, a fine stock of cattle, and furnished us an
abundance of milk.*

On July 23rd Fremont was again at St. Vrain’s fort, where he found
that meat was scarce. However, he remarked that “two very small pigs,
which he obtained at the fort, did not go far among forty men.” But the
fact does go far, and indicates that Lupton was not the only man who
was raising pigs on the Platte in 1843. Before continuing on his journey
to the Northwest, Fremont engaged the services of Alexander Godey,

a young man about 25 years of age, who had been in this country six or
seven years, all of which time had been actively employed in hunting

for the support of the posts, or in solitary trading expeditions among
the Indians.}

In June of the following year Fremont was again in the country that
was to become Colorado, having come down through North Park, and
thence through Middle and South parks into the valley of the Arkansas.
The following paragraph seems to indicate that other stock than horses and

mules were kept at Bent’s fort, besides mentioning a settlement new to the
explorer: '

After several days laborious traveling, we succeeded in extricating ourselves
from the mountains, and on the 28th encamped immediately at their foot, on a
ha}ndg,ome tributaryl of the Arkansas. In the afternoon we descended the stream
}vmdlng our way along the bottoms, which were densely wooded with oak and’
in the evening encamped mear the main river. Continuing the next day our road
along the Arkansas, and meeting on the way a war party of Arapahoe Indians
(who had recently been committing some outrage at Bent's fort, killing stock and

*Page 116.
tFremont’s Report, page 120.
IProbably Beaver Creek.
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driving off horses), we arrived before sunset at the Pueblo, near the mouth of the
Fontaine-qui-bouit River, where we had the pleasure to ﬁnd a number of our old
acquaintances. The little settlement appeared in a thriving condition, and in the
1nbterva1 of our absence another had been established on the river, some thirty miles
above *

On June 30th Fremont left the Pueblo and continued his journey to
Bent’s fort, where he stayed several days before proceeding eastward “along
a broad wagon road” down the Arkansas.

Saw WmE Corn Frerps.—In The Oregon Trail, Parkman tells of
the “welcome sight” which greetedt his party from the edge of a hill over-
looking the Arkansas, which “ran along a valley below, among woods and
groves, and nestled in the midst of wide cornfields and green meadows,
where cattle were grazing.” Here they saw the “low mud walls of the
Pueblo.” When they passed out of the gate of the village on leaving, they
were able to “look down the little valley of the Arkansas; a beautiful
scene”’—doubly beautiful to them after long experience with deserts and
mountains.

Tall cottonwoods lined the river, with grecen meadows on either hand: the high
bluffs, quietly basking in the sunlight, flanked the narrow valley. A Mexican on
horseback was driving a herd of cattle towards the gate, and our little white tent,
which the men had pitched under a tree in the meadow, made a pleasing feature
in the scene. When we reached it, we found that Richardf had sent a Mexican
to bring us an abundant supply of green corn and vegetables, and invite us to help
ourselves to whatever we wanted from the fields around the Pueblo.§

The following year (1847) Frederick Ruxton passed that way, and
described the Pueblo as “a small) square fort of adobe, with circular bas-
tions at the corners, no part of the walls being more than eight feet high.”
Inside the yard or corral were built “some half-dozen little rooms,” which
were inhabited by as many Indian traders and mountain-men.

They live entirely upon game, and the greater part of the year without even
bread, since but little maize is cultivated.{

A SETTLEMENT IN '47.—Thomas Fitzpatrick is said by Smiley to have
reported as Indian Agent from Fort Bent, in September, 1847, as follows:

About 75 miles above this place, and immediately on the Arkansas River, there is
a small settlement, the principal part of which is composed of old trappers and
hunters; the male part of it are mostly Americans, Missouri French, Canadians,
and Mexicans. They have a tolerable supply of cattle, horses, mules, etc.; and I
am informed that this year they have raised a good crop of wheat, corn, beans,
pumpkins and other vegetables. They number about 150 souls, and of this number
there are about 60 men, nearly all having wives, and some have two.||

Smiley states that in August, 1846, a company of about eighty Mor-
mons arrived at the Pueblo on their way to Utah, later being joined by as
many more. In the following May they renewed their journey, except two
families who remained. This may account for part of the difference in the
estimates of Ruxton and Fitzpatrick.

*Fremont's Report, page 187,

TThe Oregon Trail, chapter XX. .
$UA little, swarthy, black-eyed Frenchman'’ first met near Fort Laramie.
gPaxlxman The Oregon Trail: Boston, 1847.

IRuxton, Life in the Far West.

HSmiley, History of Colorado, pages 177-8.
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Tue Dopce ExpEDITION.—In 1835 Major Henry Dodge had made a
military expedition into the mountain country. Lieutenant Kingsbury
kept the journal. In his record for July 28th, Kingsbury noted that they
visited the Fontaine qui Bouille, “or spring that boils,” and the next day
he reported the arrival at the camp of two Spaniards from Taos, who had
come to trade with the Indians. ‘“Their stock, which consisted of whiskey
and flour, they had left on the opposite side of the Arkansas”—which may
be taken as an indication that neither of these articles was produced on the
Arkansas at that date.

CaPTAIN GUNNISON’S ExpLoraTIONS.—When Captain J. W. Gunni-
son’s expedition passed up the Arkansas in the summer of 1853, Bent’s
fort was visited, but nothing noted regarding any agricultural products of
the vicinity. However, on August 6th, Lieutenant Beckwith of the party,
traveling in the direction of the Spanish Peaks, “struck a wagon trail lead-
ing from the Raton Pass to the Pueblo on the Arkansas River” and on
north,

Following this trail * * * we were gladdened by the sight of a herd of cattle
and horses feeding, and were soon in the camp of a trader from New Mexico re-
turning from Fort Laramie. * * * Passing over another sharp ridge, we descended
in two miles to the fine little valley of the Greenhorn, a stream of two feet in width
and three or four inches in depth, which is now entirely diverted from its channel
and employed in irrigating the lands of the six New Mexican families who reside
at and constitute the present population of the place. They plant a few acres of
corn and of wheat, of beans and of watermelons—in all, an area equal to that of
the farm of a small eastern farmer, who cultivates his own fields. Two hundred
fanegas® of wheat and fifty of corn, with the requisite amount of beans and melons,
constitute the largest total crop of this valley.{

ForT oN THE GREENHORN.—Mrs. Alexander Hicklin, who, with her
husband (“Zan”) settled on the Greenhorn in September, 1859, stated on
October 10, 1924,1 that there was an old fort on the Greenhorn in 1859,
built by Frenchmen. There was also a string of log cabins. Mrs. Hicklin§
seemed to be clear in her memory of a water power from a big spring and
an old mill, the mill-stones being afterwards used for grind-stones. Mrs.
Hicklin’s testimony confirms the Beckwith account.

On August 13, 1853, Captain Gunnison, with a small party, arrived
at “Mr. Williams’ herd-grounds on the Sangre de Cristo. * * * They
dined with the master of the rancho on milk and tole, or parched corn-
meal pudding, and slept under his awning on buffalo robes.” On the 15th

*The fanega is equal to two bushels.

tReckwith's Report, p. 35.

gﬁltel‘l\;iew \vitl}gD.t“& \Vc;lrking and L. B. Sporleder. .

Mrs. H, was a Bent, daughter of Governor Charles Bent, ki i
Rebellion, January 19, 1847. As Estefana Bent, she 11131‘rit¢"d“1111iec(}(llil;1t}(})%trgigi
20, 1855, when she was 21. At the age of 40 she was seen sewing without glasses
In 1878 she was given title to 5,118 acres of land of the Vigil and St. Vrain

?Sreabnt, this grant having been confirmed by Act of Congress approved June 21
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Beckwith started for Taos for information. His observations on this trip
are noteworthy because they support the statements concerning early agri-
cultural settlements in the San Luis Valley.

A ride of twenty miles* further brought us to the Culebra or Snake Creek. There
is a small settlement five miles to the east of the point where we crossed the
stream near the mountains; but without visiting it we continued our journey, and
arrived a little after dark * * * at the Costilla, a stream similar to the last, on which

a new settlement is opened and a few fields are already covered with crops of corn,
wheat, oats, and the other usual crops of a New Mexican farm.}

VILLAGE ON THE CULEBRA.- -Less than two months before another Gov-
ernment expedition had entered the San Luis Valley, and it became neces-
sary to send to Taos for supplies. It was the diarist of the expedition,
with a few companions, who made the trip. On the nighf of July 4, 1853,
Mr. Heap arrived “at a small village on the Culebra, inhabited by Mexi-
cans.” Although it was midnight, Mr. Heap was “invited into one of the
huts, where a couple of women commenced at once baking tortillas” and
otherwise preparing for his needs and those of the members of his party
who were to come in the morning.

July 5—Before daybreak the house was invaded by lambs, kids and pigs, and all
further attempts at sleep were in vain. Glad to escape from their noise, I got a horse
and rode to the upper hamlets of the Culebra. The valley here spreads out in a
meadow, a perfect sea of verdure, several thousand acres in extent, on which were
numerous herds of cattle and horses.I

The same day, on the Costilla, Mr. Heap observed ‘“numerous farms,
which are skillfully irrigated, but in other respects are cultivated very
carelessly by the Mexicans; however, their crops, consisting of wheat, corn,
beans, and peas, gave promise of better results than those on the Culebra.”
But here we have come to a region of permanent settlement, the first within
the limits of the present State of Colorado—and that must be another story.

THE SETTLEMENTS THAT VANISHED

Agricultural pioneering has its tragedies as well as its triumphs. There
is reason for pride in the men who conquered the wilderness for themselves
and those who were to come after them. We are justly proud of those of
our race who took the risks and endured the privations of the early days
and were strong enough to live through the dangers and on into the times
that brought them substantial rewards in goods and friends and local repu-
tation. But courage and strength and endurance did not always win the
returns for which men strive. There were many who played the game with
fine courage and with the vigor and intelligence that ordinarily bring suc-
cess, and yet missed the prizes. The arrow or the bullet of the Indian might
bring a sudden ending to the career of the bravest and the strongest; and

*From the Trinchera. . o
ngckwith’s Report of Gunnison Expedition, page 40.

tReport, page 60.
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of the situation: the “Arkansas, some four or five miles above the post can
be turned from its course over large tracts of rich land” from which the
settlers “might realize the happiest results; for, as it is impossible, from the
looseness of the soil and the scarcity of rain, to raise anything thereabout
without irrigation; and, as this is the only spot, for a long distance up and
down the Arkansas, where any considerable tracts of land can be watered,
they could supply the market with these articles without any fear of com-
petition.*”  But the retired trappers were “wholly crippled by want of
capital and a superabundance of whisky.” However, Mr. Farnham added
that the El Puebla farmers had a number of horses, mules, cattle, sheep,
and goats, and still maintained “their original intention of irrigating and
cultivating the land in the vicinity of their establishment.” And this rec-
ord was made under date of July 11, 1839.

WHAT SaGE Saw IN ’42.—When Rufus Saget traveled up the South
Platte in the late summer of 1842, he observed a number of forts or trad-
ing establishments—among them Fort George and Fort Lancaster, the
former belonging to Bent and St. Vrain, the latter the property of Lan-
caster P. Lupton. He made no mention of agriculture here, though a year
later Fremont observed that Mr. Lupton’s post “was beginning to assume
the appearance of a comfortable farm,” where hogs and cattle were rang-
ing on the prairie and there “were different kinds of poultry.” Mr. Lup-
ton had planted a garden in which a considerable variety of vegetables
had been in a “flourishing condition” until recent high water had damaged
them.

At this point, on July 6th, the paths of Fremont and Sage crossed. The
latter had mentioned that fifteen or twenty men were stationed at Fort
George in 1842; also that a “large number of Mexicans” were employed at
“the different trading posts” in the vicinity of Fort Lancaster. It seems
fair, therefore, to assume that other efforts had been made to grow crops
than the one mentioned by Fremont; for it is known that the Mexican
laborers who were found useful in taking care of the stock and “doing the
drudgery” connected with the trading-posts on the South Platte were from
the agricultural settlements in New Mexico, and therefore familiar with
farming methods, including irrigation.

LuptoN Rarsep Crops—Lancaster P. Lupton seems to have been the
first American to make a serious effort to raise stock and crops on the
Platte in what is now Colorado. He established himself near the site of
the present town of Fort Lupton in 1836 to engage in the fur trade. Our

*Farnham, page 107.

tRocky Mountain Life; or Startling Scenes and Perilous Adventures in the
Far West, During an Expedition of Three Years. By Rufus B. Sage. Boston,
Wentworth & Company, 86 Washington Street, 1857,
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present interest in him and his activities is due entirely to his efforts as
farmer and stock-grower.

When Sage continued his journey from Fort Lancaster on September
10, 1842, he turned his horses’ heads toward the west and south, intending
to go to Taos, then one of the northerly settlements in New Mexico. He
spent a night with a “camp of free traders and hunters on Cherry Creek,”
and then crossed the Divide. In July, 1843, Fremont visited the “pueblo”
at the mouth of the Fountain, “where a number of mountaineers, who had
married Spanish women in the valley of Taos, had collected together, and
occupied themselves in farming, carrying on at the same time a desultory
Indian trade.” Fremont mentions the fact that these mountaineers had
“a fine stock of cattle, and furnished us an abundance of milk.” Sage,
writing as of the latter part of September, 1842, states that “At the delta,*
formed by the junction of the Fontaine qui Bouit with the Arkansas, a
trading fort, called the Pueblo, was built during the summer of 1842.”
There were “ten or twelve Americans” at the place, most of whom were
married to Mexican women.

Nothing is said of their agriculture, as might be expected in the case
of a settlement just being established. However, the Pueblo soon came to
be well known as an agricultural community. Fremont visited it a second
time on June 29, 1844, when he found a number of “old acquaintances”
and the settlement in a thriving condition. In the same connection he men-
tioned that since his previous visit another settlement had been established
on the river “sonie thirty miles above”—doubtless what was known as the
Hardscrabble settlement. In September, 1847, Major Thomas Fitzpatrick,
reporting as Indian Agent from Bent’s Fort, mentioned a “small settle-
ment”’ on the Arkansas, about seventy-five miles above the fort.

The settlers, he said, were “mostly Americans, Missouri French, Cana-
dians, and Mexicans. They have a tolerable supply of cattle, horses, mules,
etc, and I am informed that this year they have raised a good crop of
wheat, corn, beans, pumpkins, and other vegetables.”

RuxToN ON THE GREENHORN.—George Frederick Ruxton,} who came
up from Mexico in the fall of 1846, was on the Greenhorn in the follow-
ing January. Here he found two or three French Canadian hunters who
had made that place their headquarters. “Game being abundant,” re-
marks Ruxton, “and the rich soil of the valley affording them a sufficiency
of Indian corn, they lead a tolerably easy life, and certainly a lazy one,
with no cares whatever to annoy them.” This observant traveler here
added a remark which explains in part the tendency of the time to try
to farm in the valleys near the Rocky Mountains:

*Sage, Rocky Mountain Life, page 222.
tRuxton, Life in the Far West,
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The depreciation in the value of beaver skins has thrown the great body 9f
trappers out of employment, and there is a general tendency amongst the mountain
men to settle in the fruitful valleys of the Rocky Mountains. Already the plough
has turned up the soil within sight of Pike’s Peak.

From the Greenhorn, Ruxton rode to the San Carlos, where he saw
many spots “admirably adapted for cultivation, with a rich, loamy soil,
and so situated as to be irrigated with great facility from the creek.”

“Fourteen miles from the San Carlos,” says Ruxton, “we struck the
Arkansas at the little Indian trading-fort of the ‘Pueblo’, which Is situated
on the left bank, a few hundreds yards above the mouth of the Fontaine-
qui-bouille. * * * Here I was hospitably entertained in the lodge of one
John Hawkens, an ex-trapper and well-known mountaineer.” In another
paragraph he mentioned that “but little maize is cultivated.” It was the
summer of this very year that Major Fitzpatrick reported the “good crop”
of wheat, corn, and other products.

The Pueblo continued tg be occupied until 1854, although its popula-
tion had decreased from the 150 mentioned by Fitzpatrick in 1847 to
about two dozen in 1854; and then on Christmas Day (or the day before)
a party of Ute Indians killed every man but one and carried off the one
woman and two children. So vanished this settlement.

FIRST PERMANENT AGRICULTURAL SETTLEMENT

Bent’s Fort was established as a trading station, although it is prob-
able that stock were bred as well as kept there. St. Vrain’s Fort was
established for the same purpose, although we have record that pigs were
kept there in 1843. Lupton’s Fort Lancaster was a trading station,
although Fremont noted that in July, 1843, the place had begun to “assume
the appearance of a comfortable farm,” with hogs, cattle and different
kinds of poultry. The Pueblo at the mouth of the Fountain was primarily
established as a trading station and place of rendezvous for hunters and
trappers, although for a time it was a real agricultural community. The
Greenhorn- settlement seems to have been made with the agricultural
motive and to have had its rude “Mexican” mill for the grinding of corn
and wheat.

These and a few other places within the limits of the present State of
Colorado, that need not be mentioned here, were real settlements at which
some agricultural activities were carried on by Americans, Frenchmen,
and Spaniards or Mexicans. Doubtless most of the trading posts were
established with the idea that they were to be permanent. The facts
stand, however, that they were fated to be temporary; their owners and
the hangers-on who lived at or near them passed away; the “forts” were
abandoned, and with their abandonment the pioneers of the second quarter
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of the nineteenth century drifted elsewhere. Agriculture, however, was
destined soon to get a permanent foothold within the limits of a region yet
to become a great agricultural state.

SAN Luis VALLEY SETTLEMENTS.—Reference has been made to the
observations of Heap and Beckwith, who had visited settlements and seen
irrigated crops* in the lower part of the San Luis Valley in the summer
of 1853. Both Heap and Beckwith spoke of the Costilla settlement as
being new, which would seem to imply that those on the Culebra were
older. The evidence is conclusive that these settlements were never aban-
doned after this time—that is, July 4th and 5th, 1853, when Mr. Heap
visited them; and August 15th, when they were seen by Lieutenant
Beckwith.

When were the settlements made? On this point the testimony is con-
flicting. In the sketch of Costilla County in his History of Colorado,t Hall
states that the “first actual colony was started” on the Costilla, in 1849;
also that colonies “were established at San Lu.is, in the fall of 1851, * * *
and in 1852 and 1853 settlements at San Pedro on the Trinchera and in
San Acacio. Mr. A. A. Salazar} of San Luis, one of the ecarliest settlers,
stated orally in August, 1924, and later in writing, that the settlement
attempted in the fall of 1851 was broken up and the settlers driven out
by the Ute Indians, or by fear of them. The next year the settlement was
again made—this time to be permanent. It is to be remembered that Fort
Massachusetts was built on the upper waters of Ute Creek during this
vear; so from this time forward the venturesome pioneers of the San Luis
Valley were assured of military protection. From this time forward the
settlement and development of the southern part of the San Luis Valley
(in Colorado) was practically continuous.

THE ONLY SURVIVOR INTERVIEWED.—There have been claims that the
settlement in Conejos County, at Guadalupe, was earlier than that on the
eastern side of the valley; but these seem to be based chiefly on lack of
information concerning actual dates. The only living member§ of the
original group who came to Conejos County in August, 1854, stated very
confidently in October, 1924, that there was no earlier settlement, giving

*“On its banks,” says Heap of the Costilla, ‘“are numerous farms, which
are skillfully irrigated, but in other respects are cultivated very carelessly by
the Mexicans; however, their crops, consisting of wheat, corn, beans and peas,
gave promise of better results than those on the Culebra. These settlements
are new.”

iVol. ITI, page 329.

iMr. Salazar, as a boy of eleven, came to Colorado in 1859, and has lived
at San Luis almost continuously since. He is a man of exceptional intelligence,
considerable education, and good memory for facts.

§Vicente Velasquez, who was born at El Lanito, N. M, in March, 1838, and
went with his uncle (Jose M. Jaques) with the party that explored the Conejos
River region in August, 1854. The report of this party was so favorable that
permanent settlement was decided on, and made in October. Mr. V. was married
in 1863 and has five living sons. He and his wife raised a good crop in 1924 on
their little farm on the Conejos west of Antonito, where they were visited on
October 7, 1924, by D. W. W. Mr. V. began farming on this place in 1858.
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Mr. Easterday to Colonel St. Vrain (of April 7th, 1860) is dated “San
Luis, N. M., Mills.” In a subsequent chapter this beginning of modern
milling will be discussed more fully. The earliest settlers from New
Mexico (Taos, Abiquiu, Santa Fe, and other places) well understood the
need of being prepared to feed themselves; and practically all of them went
to their new homes with some livestock and with seed for planting. These
people were agricultural pioneers, not mere adventurers expecting to make
their living by hunting, trapping, or trading; and they expected to raise
their own food crops and to grind their own grain as soon as practicable.
Until they could live on their own products they would send to Taos or
Abiquiu, or even to Santa Fe, for the flour and corn meal to supply their
pressing needs. There are abundant indications that they regarded mills
as among the prime necessities. So a “Mexican” mill* was to be found
in every Mexican settlement very soon after there was home-grown grain
to be ground; and before the water-power mills were available, they used
the hand mills, or metates.

Crops or THE MEXIcaNs.—The livestock of the early Mexican farmers
consisted of cattle, sheep, goats, horses, mules, burros, hogs and chickens.
Their first crops were wheat, corn, beans, peas, potatoes, lentils and chile.
Oats and barley were brought in laterf. Mr. Vicente Velasquez, 2 member
of the original party that went to Guadalupe in August, 1854, stated on
October 8, 1924, that the crops grown in 1855 included wheat, corn and
peas, of which a scant crop was raised. Better results were had in 1856.
The Guadalupe settlers brought with them to the Conejos in October,
1854, “horses, oxen, cows, sheep, goats, and chickens; hogs the next year.”
In March, 1855, according to Mr. V. Velasquez, the Indians took all of
their stock, and they had to supply themselves with animals from the
settlements to the southward. Mr. Jose Francisco Salazar of Ortiz,i who
has lived continuously in the vicinity of Antonito and Conejos since 1863,
remembers§ that the first crops were corn and wheat. The American
settlers of later years were led to believe that corn was not adapted to
Colorado because of the cold nights; but in the San Luis Valley, at eleva-
tions above 7,500 feet, where there is frost nearly every month, the Mex-

*Mr. Armand Choury of San Luis (son-in-law of A. St. Clair, who helped
build the asterday mill in 1859) writes of the first permanent settlers that,
“Having raised a crop of grain, they had to construct 'Mexican mills.!! Two of
these were put up at San Pedro by Salome, Jagues and Francisco Vallejos, and
one agt San Luis by Mariano Pacheco.”” Mr. Choury came to the San Luis Valley
in 1880.

fStatement of A. A. Salazar. In July, 1853, Mr. Heap noted that the crops
on the Costilla, ‘““consisting of wheat, corn, beans, and peas, gave promise of
better results than those on the Culebra.”

3Ortiz lies just north of the Colorado-New Mexico line, and is on the San
Antonito creek, about eight miles south of Conejos.

§Mr. Salazar was preparing his blue Mexican corn for the 1925 planting
when visited October 7, 1924. No doubt this is the kind of corn grown there
from the beginning. From a cottonwood branch he made a model of the kind
of wooden plow used in the early days. He was 90 years old in 1924,
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icans have been raising corn successfully for seventy years, and many of
them still grow the variety introduced with the first settlers. -

THE PIONEER FLOUR MILLS

Before there were any grist-mills equipped to make what was called
American flour, a number of Mexican mills had been constructed by
pioneers of the southern part of the San Luis Valley and probably on
the Greenhorn, the Huerfano, and one or two other Colorado streams.
These Mexican mills were simple in construction, but served to grind the
corn and wheat of the pioneers into a reasonably acceptable meal. The
burrs of these mills were made of the native stone of the region—a lava
called malpais. These mill-stones were very hard and durable. Those
used in the first mill* built near the old town of Guadalupe in 1856t or
1857 have been preserved as reminders of the simpler ways of the people
who helped to conquer the wilderness before the Indians had given up
their claim to the San Luis Valley.

The distinction between the Mexican and the American mills was the
bolting cloths by which the fine flour was separated from the bran. Some
of the later mills, which were provided with French burrstones, were not
at first equipped with bolting-cloth. The mill built on the Cucharas in
1864 by J. M. Francisco and Henry Daigre, where the town of La Veta
was afterwards established, did not bolt its flour, although the fine silk
bolting-cloth purchased at the time was kept for more than sixty years}
as evidence of the good intentions of the builders.

There have been many claims made in behalf of men said to have been
the first Colorado millers. In an article descriptive of the Excelsior Flour
Mill, the Denver Daily Tribune of September 25, 1867, gives the honor
to Mr. John W. Smith in the following words:

Mr. Smith claims to be, and is, the pioneer mill man of Colorado Territory. In
1860 he ground the first wheat and corn in the territory with one small set of burrs
and a five-horsepower engine. In 1862 he enlarged his mill and increased the power.
In 1864 he changed to water power, and in 1865 he built the present mill,

Fremont County MirL.—In Capt. B. F. Rockafellow’s History of
Fremont County in Baskin's History of the Arkansas Valley, Colorado,
the statement is made that “the first grist-mill in Fremont County was
built by Lewis Conley, in 1860, on his ranch * * * on Beaver Creek.”
This mill ground “about six bushels of wheat a day, and took one-fourth
for toll.” As wheat was then selling for from 10 to 12%% cents per pound,

*The upper stone from the first mill built on the Conejos n
and Conejos is 31 inches in diameter and 6 inches in thickrjless. ear Gu
. tggir(-). Mghtlon Velasc%uezit;‘elying on the testimony of his father, a member
0o riginal group of settlers, gives 1856 as tr irdi
ﬂrstir(r))illonear Eroim ot g s the date of the building of the
. n October 8, 1924, Mrs. A. R. Francisco, a sister-in-law of J M -
cisco, showed me the bolting-cloth bought for the mill in 1864.—D. W .Vg‘-ran

adalupe
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the miller had a chance to make money out of a small business. In the
same book* occurs the following:

Early in 1862, the writer, satisfied with the permanency of settlement in the
Arkansas Valley, secured the services of a company, who, crossing the plains from
Illinois in that summer, commenced the erection of the first flour-mill ever built in
the State of Colorado, at Pueblo. Although laboring under every disadvantage con-
ceivable, a three-story mill was built, equipped, and in a week would have been doing
custom work, when it was accidentally burned to the ground, parties owning it losing
everything, even to clothing. The enterprise was reluctantly abandoned in conse-
quencekof the disaster, till 1865, when a Mr. Jewett built a mill at Pueblo.that is still
at work.

The apparent contradiction between this quotation and the statement
above may be accounted for by supposing that the Conley grist-mill was
not equipped with a bolting-chest, as the “flour-mill” doubtless was. Even
so, it may be said now that the mill built in 1862 was not the first in
Colorado; and neither was the Conley mill, even if we overlook the fact
of its smallness and the practical certainty that it merely ground the grain
into meal and had no means of separating the coarser materials from the
fine flour.

Frour Reacues DENvEr.—The Rocky Mountain News of December
1, 1859, contains two notices mentioning the receipt by Auraria merchants
of supplies, including flour and corn meal. William Dunn had received
several wagon loads from the Arkansas, his meal “ground at a new mill,
recently erected by Wm. Kroenig, on Huerfano,t about one hundred and
fifty miles from this city.” Doyle & Co. had received an “immense stock”
of new goods, including “30,000 pounds of flour, 15,000 pounds of corn
meal, and 4,000 pounds of onions.”

In the same issue of the News appeared an advertisement signed by
J. B. Doyle & Co., dated “Auraria, Nov. 28, 1859,” in which it was
announced that the firm “have just received from their house at La Junta,
New Mexico, a supply of superfine flour, Albuguerque onions, corn meal,
oats, corn,” and a miscellaneous lot of other merchandise. In 1861 Mr.
Doylef himself built a mill on the Huerfano at a place later known as
Doyle’s Mill.

The First Mill—A fine flouring mill arrived yesterday for J. B. Doyle & Co.
It will be shipped from here to the Huerfano, where it will be set up to grind the

grain of the great farm of that firm, in the valley of that stream, Custom work will
be done when the mill is not otherwise engaged—Rocky Mountain News, September

6, 1861.

*Baskin's History of the Arkansas Valley, page 6566. .

1Mr. Kroenig settled on the Huerfano in 1858, and the following year, ac-
cording to W. N. Byers, “from less than an acre of ground obtained and shipped
{o the Denver market over twenty wagonloads of vegetables.”—See Rocky
Mountain News of April 25, 1860. . :

tMr. Joseph B. Doyle came to Colorado from St. Louis in 1840, settling at
Bent's Fort after two years “roaming round”; in 1846 going to Pueblo, where
he remained about two years; thence to New Mexico, where he remained till
1854; thence back to Colorado, where he attempted to establish himself on the
St. Charles; thence, because of impending Indian troubles, removing his family
to Booneville; again (about 1855) returning to New Mexico, where he remained
until he made his final settlement in Colorado in 1859 on the Huerfano.—See
sketeh of A. P. Berry in the Encyclopedia of the New West, 1881,
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One of the pioneer newspapers of Colorado was the Canon City Times,
established at Canon City in September, 1860. In its issue for November
10, 1860, this paper contained an article entitled “Canon City: Its Rise

and Progress,” including the following:

The agricultural resources of the Arkansas River will be a new tributary of
wealth to this place. Many farming claims are taken, and their return this year has
encouraged the attention of the husbandman. Next season, unless the immigration
is immense, the products will nearly equal half the demand. There are two grist mills
in operation, one on the Huerfano, and the other on the Fountaine qui Bouille, their
existenice proving beyond doubt that this is a tillable country.

A note in Bancroft’s History of Colorado (Works, Vol. XXV, page
392) states that “the first grist-mill in Fremont County was erected by
Lewis Conley in 1860 on Beaver Creek, and was washed away in 1862.”
This statement agrees with that of Captain Rockafellow above quoted.
It seems odd that The Canon City Times should not have mentioned this
mill in its article of November 10, 1860, above quoted. It may be that
the smallness of the Conley mill accounts for its omission from mention
in -the Times article.

Frst MiLL oN THE FONTAINE.—In the fall of 1924 Mr. John R.
Cantril of Castle Rock stated to the writer that “the first flour mill in
Colorado was at Old Town, below where Manitou now stands—a water
mill on the Fountain,” adding that he had “hauled wheat from Captain
Craig’s ranch on the Huerfano to this mill about 1864 or ’65.” Another of
the pioneer mills was mentioned in an article contributed from Boulder
to the Georgetown Mining Review of May, 1874, by E. H. N. Patterson,
who wrote under the nom de plume of “Sniktau.”

In this connection it may also be stated that the first flouring mill in the county
was started by Doughty & Son, on South Boulder, in 1862, the proprietors having
made the burrs from conglomerate rock found in the foothills.

“The first mill in Colorado was built at San Luis in 1859. From this
mill flour was sent to Denver, Golden, California Gulch and Canon City.
There were small Mexican mills built in 1853. Before that (in 1852)
grain was taken to Taos for grinding.” So said A. A. Salazar* of San
Luis on August 18, 1924. The filing for the water power ditch was made
in 1859. The mill was built by Mr. H. E. Easterday, who employed a
Pennsylvania millwrightt to set up the machinery.

EAsTERDAY'S FIRST ADVERTISEMENT.—-In the Rocky Mountain News
of April 25, 1860, appeared what seems to have been Mr. Easterday’s first
newspaper advertisement offering for sale flour from the new mill. The
announcement follows:

*In_a letter dated September 19, 1924, Mr Sala i
. . . , 1924, . zar .
Ir)nellg'ox:\;.lllll'iao)“ Itéldate"‘, ‘\‘ thL()e ﬁl‘sft f{our was ground in fggg'acggr(tlgnéh?oﬁ;xs;
knowledge.” As a boy of eleven, Mr. Salazar w t S: is in 185
and S0 had opportunity to know the fact he 1’e1301}gsz.1—1D‘.‘ a\%‘ a‘tVSan Luis in 1859,
N i This mlll‘wrlgrht was Alexander St. Clair, whose dau'ghtér Mary married
£ rmand Q‘houl y. Mr. Choury 1S sure that the Easterday mill was the first
urn out “regular flour.”—Letter September 1, 1924, rst to
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FLOUR! FLOUR!

Mr. Byers, Dear Sir: We wish to give notice through your valuable paper, that
we will keep constantly on hand a large and beautiful supply of American Mill Flour,
made at our mill in New Mexico, at Canon City, near Tarryall, and in a very short
time we will erect a good building at Independence City, a new and beautiful place
just secured and laid out at old Pueblo crossing on the Arkansas River, by my esteemed
friend, Dr. Wm. M. Belt & Co., from Independence, Mo., from which place we can
supply Colorado and the miners in the mining districts. .

April 24, 1860 H. E. Easterpy & Co.

In the Weekly Bulletin and Supplement to the News of May 23d two
changes appeared in the “notice”—Hamilton City* being substituted for
Canon City, and the signature being changed to Strain & Easterdy. A
week later this was corrected to read St. Vrain & Easterdv.t (Mr. Easter-
day’s name was consistently misspelled.) An item in the Rocky Mountain
News of June 30, 1860, mentioned the rapid growth of Hamilton City,
near Tarryall, illustrating the statement by mentioning a wholesale pro-
vision house just erected by St. Vrain & Easterday. Doubtless this was
the place where they kept the supply of American mill flour from San
Luis on the Culebra.

DoucHTY’s BouLpEr Mirr.—Mention has already been made of the
Excelsior Mill and its owner’s claim that he was the pioneer mill man of
Colorado; but there seems to be no direct evidence that he made “Ameri-
can” or bolted flour before 1864. In the Georgetown Mining Review of
May, 1874, Mr. E. H. N. Patterson,} writing from Boulder, mentioned
incidentally that “the first flouring mill in the county was started by
Doughty & Son, on Scuth Boulder, in 1862, the proprietors having made
the burrs from conglomerate rock found in the foothills.” An article in
the Rocky Mountain News of July 7, 1864, refers to this mill as follows:

The saw and grist mill of Messrs. Doughty & Son, a few miles above the furnace,
and near the canon, which proved such a convenience to the farmers of the surround-
ing valleys last season, was swept away by the food, but the burrs and most of the
machinery were saved, and the mill will be immediately rebuilt on an enlarged and
improved plan. The Messrs. Doughty assured us that they will have it ready for
business in time for the incoming crop.

That this pioneer flouring mill§ of Boulder County was ready to grind

»«This young city laid out on the nearest suitable ground to the Tarry-all
mines, is growing beyond all precedent. It already has one wholesale pro-
vision store—that of St. Vrain & Easterday, advertised elsewhere,” etc.—News,
June 30, 1860. .

tH. E. Easterdy, IEsq., of Culebra favored us with a call Tuesday. He is
on his way to Hamilton, where he is largely interested.—Canon City Times,
July 4, 1861. .

$Mr. Patterson had been at Boulder in 1859 and also in 1861. He was a
close and accurate observer.—D. W. W

sAndrew Doughty, a Pennsylvanian, erected the_ first grist mill in this
county, which was the first completed in Colorado. It was set on the South
Boulder in 1861. The same season, but a little later, the second grist mill in
the county * * * was put on the St. Vrain, near Pella, by a Mr. Davis and
partner. The burrs for both the Doughty and Davis mills were cut by the
hands of their respective owners from the rock of the adjacent hills. Mr.
Doughty also established the first flour mill near the town of Boulder, at Red
Rock. This was in 1866. The next vear he removed to St. Louls, Larimer
County, establishing the first flouring mills there * * *.—A. Bixby, in History
of Boulder County, 1880.
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the incoming crop according to the owners’ promise appears from an
editorial article in the News of October 21, 1864, as follows:

Tt is not necessary to wait for extra fine flour to come from St. Louis to this
market, any longer, since they are manufacturing in this territory some of the finest
flour which we have seen in any section of the States. Messrs. A. Doughty, at their
excellent mill on South Boulder, turn out some of the fairest, sweetest flour that
any one need ask for. From samples of it received at this office, through the politeness
of those liberal millers above mentioned, we are able to tell Denverites and Colorado
generally, where to get their cereals ground in the best style of the art, and where to get
a sack of flour of superior quality—to the South Boulder Mills.

Frour ¥roM BEAR CREER.—While the above quotation might seem to
imply that the News editor did not know that Colorado wheat flour was
available from other sources than the Doughty mill on the South Boulder,
it is only necessary to turn to the file of the News for September 19, 1864,
to find that Colorado wheat was being converted into choice flour within
a dozen miles of Denver. The testimony, under the heading “Colorado

Flour” runs as follows:

Before us lies a sample of Colorado flour, made from Colorado wheat in a Colorado
mill, which looks like—and we are assured is as good flour as ever was offered on the
Denver market. It was made at Barnes’ mill¥ on Bear Creek, eleven miles from this
city, and of new wheat. The first load of this flour was brought to market today and
is for sale by the sack at the store of J. J. Cobb, on F Street below Blake. He has
secured the sole agency and will keep a constant supply on hand. When we have
tried it in bread we may have more to say of its merits.

But this is not the earliest newspaper testimony concerning Colorado
flour. Reference had been made to a grist mill on the Fontaine qui Bouille,
said to have been in operation in 1860. This mill was, probably, located
at or near Colorado City, then a considerable town for the Pike’s Peak
country. The Denver Weekly Commonwealth and Republican of August
20, 1863, testifies as follows:

Our thanks are due the firm of Colton & Co.,t of Colorado City, for 59 pounds
of flour, manufactured from new wheat at their mill in that place, It is a superior
article. Colton & Co. are prepared to manufacture from one to one hundred sacks
per day. They warrant all their work. They will undoubtedly get the custom of the
whole southern country, as there is no other mill in that section nearer than Fred
Maxwell’s beyond the Raton Mountains.

This statement does not necessarily imply that the mill at San Luis
was not in operation, or at least in condition to operate after the later
harvest of the San Luis Valley, for the main road to New Mexico led across
the Raton Pass, and there was comparatively little travel from Denver into
the San Luis Valley and on to Taos and other New Mexico points.

Colorado City became an important milling center a few years later
than the date of the foregoing reference to the Colton mill. A correspondent
of the Denver Tribune, writing from Colorado City under date October 28,

*A sketch of Fred H. Buckman, in “Denver and Vicinity” (1880), sa
“the old Barnes’ mill * * * was started April 18, 1864, being the érst 11)1'i11 g&ltthoa;
?eatl: Creek.”—The Rocky Mountain News of Sept. 16, 1864, reported it in op-
ration,

tAn article from Colorado City in the Rocky Mountain New -
1862, refers to a new mill just raised by E. T. Cglton. ews of Nov. 6
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1867, stated that he “would not advise the building of any more grist mills
at this place. They have only three already completed and more in pros-
pective, all near together—up in the very canon of the mountains.” This
writer declared that the three mills, “if properly distributed, would grind
all the grain raised in the lower country for years to come.” In the follow-
ing spring Mr. W. R. Thomas, who was then making a study of the
agriculture of the territory for the Rocky Mountain News, wrote from
Colorado City on May 26, as follows:

The fine water power afforded by the Fontaine is being improved, and three
flouring mills have been erected. That of Messrs. McPherson and Kenneth is a new
one, and is known as the “Champion Mill.” It was constructed last fall at a cost of
$18,000 and has already gained a most favorable reputation among the citizens south
of the divide. It has a capacity of about fifty bushels per hour, and will doubtless
become justly famous for producing first-class flour.

O~ THE CucHaRrRAaS.—Reference has been made to a mill built on the
Cucharas by J. M. Francisco and Henry Daigre. This was a water power
mill which is of particular interest as having been built as a part of the
farming establishment of its owners. The Rocky Mountain News of July
14, 1868, spoke of this as “the largest and most celebrated farm” in the
Cucharas Valley, and referred to the mill as a part of the equipment of
the farm. This mill began grinding about the middle of September, 1864.
A few years later the mill was enlarged or rebuilt. On November 24, 1865,
Mr. Daigre wrote* from ‘“Las Cucharas” to Mr. Francisco expressing the
opinion that it would be to their advantage to have the mill put in con-
dition to make good flour. The home of Francisco and Daigre was within
the present limits of the town of La Veta, and the old buildings still stand
on what is known as “The Plaza”—the most interesting spot in the town.

In May, 1865, a member of the News staff visited Boulder, and in
his paper of the 27th he reported that “A large flouring mill has been
built this spring about four miles below Boulder, near the Butte. It only
awaits the machinery—now on the plains—to begin work.” This mill was
built by P. M. Housel, and was afterwards known as the Butte mill and
Housel’s mill. In 1872 or 73 it was bought by Henry A. Drumm, an
experienced miller, who had been employed in several different Colorado
mills erected at earlier dates. In August of the same year an article in the
News reported two new millst in Jefferson County.

*A postscript, as follows: “I hope you will not dispose of your French
burrs before coming. I think it would be to our advantage to have our mill
fixed here to make good flour, which can be done with little expense.”—Ap-
parently Mr. Francisco was at Denver. .

+We noticed, while on a visit to Golden City recently, two new flouring
mills up in that town; one of them is ready to run, and the other will be by the
time the new crop is ready for grinding. Each of these mills has two run of
burrs. We saw a specimen of the flour made by the Barnes' Mill, and believe
it is superior to the best St. Louis flour. This mill was last year located upon
Bear Creek and has been removed to Golden City this summer. Mr. Barbour
has the foundation laid for another mill, with four run of burrs, and is now
on the road with his stones and machinery. These mills are all to be run by
water power.—Rocky Mountain News, Aug. 19, 1865,
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The illustration on the previous page is a photostatic copy of a letter
from San Luis, New Mexico (now in Costilla County, Colorado), written
by H. E. Easterday of Easterday and St. Vrain, millers and freighters, to
his partner, Colonel Ceran St. Vrain, in April, 1860. Theirs was the first
American mill to start making bolted flour on Colorado soil.

The letter is interesting, not only for its minor details on business
affairs, but also because it directs Colonel St. Vrain, who was then at
Denver, to purchase a negro woman to do the housework for the Easterday
family. This commission for the purchase of a slave was never carried out.
Colorado became a territory in 1861 and it was free soil from the start.
The original of this letter is in the Francisco collection at La Veta, Colo-
rado, in possession of John B. Hamilton, who loaned the letter to D. W,
Working. The wording is as follows:

San Luis, N. M., Mills,
April 7, 1860.

Inclosed please find memorandum of goods required for our store at this place.
Which I have endeavored to make plain but having no St. Louis bills to go by, I
expect to have erred in names and description of some things, in which case you will
please act on your own judgment for convenience by mutual consent. We have
changed the name of our town and sent on to the Postmaster General a petition
asking him to grant us a postoffice, calling it San Luis. By filling the memorandum
and having packed and marked S. & D., San Luis, New Mexico, and forwarded to
this place, you will confer a favor. I expect to start for the mines the 10th with
three wagons and leave them on the Huerfano and go ahead. Mr. Francisco’s wagons
will not start till about the 16th or 18th of this month.

Colonel, the going and coming and those necessarily around connected with our
business at this place makes the house work too much for Mrs. Easterday and the
impossibility of getting house help has induced us to ask you to do us the favor to
buy us a good strong negro woman that can do all kinds of house work, and bring or
send her with the wagons. By doing so you will confer a favor on us, long to be by
us remembered and for which we will try to make remuneration. We have no news
of import to write, but will write often. We will be glad to hear from you as often

as convenient.
Yours truly,
H. E. EASTERDAY.

GETTING A FOOTHOLD ON THE LAND

When the pioneers of 1858 and 1859 began to think of the possibilities
of farming on the upper reaches of the South Platte River, they found
themselves face to face with the puzzling question, how to secure a foothold
on the land. The Indians were understood to have a more or less valid
title, which it was assumed would be extinguished when Congress should
get around to the task of enacting the necessary legislation. Meanwhile,
the mines were attracting their thousands of gold-hunters, and the valleys
of the Platte and its upper tributaries were appealing to hundreds who
believed that there might be as much gold for them in the crops that could
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he raised to feed the men and animals in the growing towns and mining
camps. But how should they secure defensible titles to farming lands and
the improvements they needed to make upon them?

The region south of the Arkansas had belonged to Mexico; and there
much of the choice land was held under the lavish grants made by gen-
erous Governor Armijo of New Mexico in 1843 and other times prior to the
acquisition of the lands ceded by Mexico after the war of 1846. It was
a simple matter to get some sort of a title to land on the Huerfano, the
Las Animas, and other southern streams, although troubles enough came
later regarding these Mexican titles. North of the Arkansas the problem
was less simple. However, the situation was met by staking out land claims
and giving notice to the public. as the following will serve to illustrate:

I. H. Cochran clames 160 a of land Bounded and described as follows Commencing
at a stake on the west Bank of the Platte river about 5 miles above Plumb creek
running thence West 160 rods to a stake thence north 160 rods to a stake thence East
to the Platte river thence up the river to place of begining

Said clame mad this 15th Jul 1859 in presence of Wm Bambrick

On the back of the sheet appears a rough map of the Cochran claim
and four others, all fronting on the Platte River. This claim was filed for
record on July 15th, 1859, at 6 o’clock a. m., and it is endorsed as having
been recorded in “Book of Claims, p. 67.” An earlier claim is on record
as follows:

I, the undersigned on or about the twelfth day of May A D 1859, took a claim
of one hundred & sixty acres more or less Situated about Eleven or twelve miles from
here on cherry creek had a Correl built 2 garden planted & and the claim formerly
belonged to the Express company having been abandoned by them I have taken it
for my Sole use and benefit Signed Sealed delivered in presence of R E Whitsett

Wm T Carlyle Seal
This claim was also recorded in the Book of Claims, on page 66, having

been filed for record on the 28th of August, 1859.

CompLiED WITH THE CODE.—As may be assumed, this was the cus-
tomary method of acquiring land for farming purposes. The code was
complied with in each case. The claimant made public his claim to a
definitely described tract, and paid the required fee for recording, as is
shown on the back of the Cochran claim. What was the “code” just
mentioned ?

In the Rocky Mountain News of August 13, 1859, may be read the
following report of a meeting held five days earlier in the town of Auraria:

At a meeting of the Arapahoe County Claim Club held in Auraria, Aug. Sth, 1859,
the following resolutions were unanimously adopted:

ResoLvep, That each and every claim holder, who holds claim for farming pur-
poses, shall make, or cause to be made, improvements on his or their claim, by breaking
one acre of land; or building a house sufficiently good to live in. The same shall be
made within sixty days from the date of this resolution.

REsorvep, That all claims, with the above improvements, shall be considered valid
for one year from the time the improvements are made.

Ceartes L. DAHLER, Secretary.
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Two weeks after the publication of the foregoing, there appeared in
the same paper the following report of the organization of a claim club in
El Paso County*:

A meeting of the citizens of El Paso County was held on the 15th inst., in Colo-
rado City, for the purpose of organizing a “Claim Club,” for the protection of the
rights of squatters on public lands; the jurisdiction of said club to be co-extensive
with the boundary of El Paso County. Judge Wagoner was elected chairman, and
W. P. McClure, secretary. After the adoption of a liberal constitution, a permanent
organization was effected by the election of M. S. Beach, President; Lewis N. Tappan,
Secretary and Recorder; H. M. Fosdick, Justice of the Peace; and D. Pursall, Constable.
Seven Directors were elected, two of them being the President and Recorder; the
others are Messrs, Fosdick, Wagoner, Pursall, McClure, and Clark.

On motion, it was voted that the minutes be published in the Rocky Mountain
News Lewis N. TapraN, Secretary.

ArarArOE CrLamvM CLuB.—The News of January 18, 1860, contained
an official notice calling a meeting of the Arapahoe County Claim Club,
to be held on February 8th, to elect a new board of officers and to take
under consideration important proposed amendments to the constitution of
the club; and a local item emphasized the need of a large attendance. The
meeting was held on the advertised date, and A. C. Hunt was chosen tem-
porary president. After the purpose of gathering had been stated a com-
mittee of five was appointed “to revise and amend the present constitution
and by-laws of the club,” and to report at an adjourned meeting on the
11th, when the election of officers was to be held. As reported in the News
of the 15th, the members again assembled according to agreement. The
adjourned session is particularly interesting because of the speed and
unanimity of the proceedings.

A large assemblage of the members of the Arapahoe County Claim Club convened
at Cibola Hall, Auraria, pursuant to adjournment, on Saturday, February 11th at 2
o'clock p. m.

The meeting was organized by calling N. G. Wyatt to the Chair, and appointing
W. D. Dawson, Secretary.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and, on motion, adopted.

“The next business in order being the report of the revising committee
appointed at the last meeting,” that committee, by its chairman, proceeded
to read a constitution of seventeen articles, introduced by the following
preamble:

WHEREAS, It sometimes becomes necessary for persons to associate themselves
together for certain purposes, such as the protection of life and property; and as we
Lave left the peaceful shade of civilization—left home and friends for the purpose

*It may be noted here that Kansas Territory extended to the summit of
the Continental Divide until the organization of Colorado Territory in Feb-
ruary, 1861, In 1855 Arapahoe County was created by the Kansas Legislature—
“Beginning at the northeast corner of New Mexico, running thence north to the
south line of Nebraska; thence west along said line to the east line of Utah
territory; thence south along the line between Utah and Kansas territories to
the north line of New Mexico; thence east along the line between New Mexico
and the territory of Kansas to the place of beginning.”'—Subsequently five coun-
ties were created out of the portion of Arapahoe County west of the 104th
meridian of longitude-——Montana, Oro, El Paso, Fremont, and Broderick., Mon-
tana County included the towns of Auraria, Denver, and Montana. The Denver
papers do not seem to have recognized the change; but Colorado City was
prompt to acknowledge that it was in Ei Paso County—where it remained.
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of bettering our condition, we, therefore, associate ourselves together under the name
of “The Arapahoe County Claim Club,” and adopt the following constitution.

When the reading was finished, “on motion of Wm. Clancy, the report
was received and adopted in full, without amendment or alteration.” Pro-
ceeding according to the provisions of their new constitution, the members
promptly and unanimously elected A. C. Hunt president. Thos. E. Pim
and George Wyncoop were nominated for vice-president and secretary and
recorder, and were elected ‘“without opposition.” Then a committee of
five was appointed to nominate six directors; and upon consultation the
committee reported six-names, and their report was unanimously adopted.
A blank in the constitution was filled by voting that the regular meetings
of the managers of the club should be held on the “first Saturday of each
month.” It was finally resolved that the editor of the Rocky Mountain
News be “earnestly” requested to publish the proceedings in full in the
next issue of his paper. There being no further business, on motion the
club adjourned.

OtrerR CrammM Cruss.—Many other claim clubs were organized. On
March 18, 1860, the “Farmers Claim Association” of the Keystone District
was formed at the house of Jesse Estlack near the mouth of Plum Creek,
‘“pursuant to notice.” G. B. Jones was called to the chair, and W. M.
Bambrick was appointed secretary. After the adoption of a “Preamble,
Agreement, and Constitution,” Mr. Estlack was unanimously elected presi-
dent; and Mr. Jones and John A. Koontz were chosen vice-president and
secretary and recorder. As a last act before adjournment, it was “unani-
mously agreed” that the proceedings be published in the Rocky Mountain
News. And so we have the record of what seems to be a unique Preamble
and Agreement, as follows:

WHEREAS, It has been found necessary in all new countries for settlers upon public
lands to associate themselves together for self protection: Therefore, in defense of
our property and families, we do soleminly enact the following articles of agreement:

ArticLe 1. We, whose names are hereto subscribed, claimants upon public lands,
do hereby agree with each other and bind ourselves upon our honors that we will pro-
tect every just and lawful claimant in the peaceable possession of his or her claim, and
that in case of said claim being jumped we will, when called upon by the proper officer,
turn out and proceed to enact all decisions which may have been duly made.

ArT. II. We further agree that when the surveys have been made and the land
offered for sale by the United States, that we will attend said sales EN MASS and
protect each other in entering our respective claims.

ArT. IIT. We do further agree that after the sales are made and lands secured,
to deed and re-deed to each other, so that each claimant may secure his or her claim
as held at the time of such sale.

Cramt Crup ConstiTurioN.—Another club worthy of mention was
formed on November 6, 1860, with a constitution brief enough and com-
prehensive enough to be given here in full as an illustration of the general
character of the organizations of claim-holders. The report of this 6rgani—
zation meeting was published in the News of November 30th. The settlers
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met at Hunter's Ranch, and organized by electing John Jones chairman
and J. F. Gardner secretary. They then adopted a constitution in the
form of a serles of resolutions, as follows:

REesorvep 1. This District shall be called the Cherry Creek District, and the
boundaries shall be as follows, viz: The west line shall be the main divide between
Cherry and Plum Creeks. The east line shall be the main divide between Cherry and

Running Creeks. The north line shall be the north line of Mr. Moore's farm, and the
south line, the south line of Mr. Leptrap’s claim.

RESOLVED, 2. A claimant shall within five days after taking his or her claim, have
it recorded, and shall drive a stake, or set a post upon the place where he intends
to build, and shall also give the boundaries of his claim, and within fifty days from
the time of recording, he shall erect a comfortable dwelling, or make other improvements
to the value of fifty dollars, and every succeeding three months, he shall improve said
claim to the amount of twenty-five dollars.

RESOLVED, 3. Any person of the age of fifteen years may hold a claim by complying
with the laws of this district.

Resorvep, 4. All persons holding claims before the organization of this district
shall have them recorded within thirty days from the time the proceedings of this
meeting are published, and within thirty days after recording, he shall make such
improvements as are required in the second resolution.

RESOLVED, 5. Any person may take a claim in any shape he pleases, provided that
if it be neither a perfect or oblong square; the smaller shall join the larger portion
by a line of not less than eighty rods.

REsoLveD, 6. Any person by improving his claim to the amount of one hundred
dollars may absent himself therefrom six months, and still his title hold good.

RESOLVED, 7. A majority of the citizens of this district are competent to settle
all disputes that may arise thercin, on the first Monday of the month.

REsoLvED, 8. There shall be a meeting of the citizens of this district held quar-
terly, on the first Monday of the month.

REsoLvED, 9. The proceedings of this meeting shall be published in the Rocky
Mountain News.

The foregoing “constitution” having heen adopted, provision was made
for the future activities of the district by electing C. E. Parkhurst presi-
dent, L. Herrington vice-president and J. E. Gardner secretary. As pub-
lished, the report of the proceedings of the meeting were signed by John
Jones as chairman and J. E. Gardner as secretary.

ConsoLmaTION Is UrRGED.—-As the number of claim clubs increased,
it became evident that there was a growing tendency toward diversity of
laws and methods of administration. It became evident, too, that there
might easily develop such differences as would tend to defeat the hopes of
all claimants whose chief desire was to secure a title from the United States
Government as soon as the necessary legislation could be enacted and sur-
veys be made. So it was but natural that there should soon develop a
contrary tendency toward consolidation. If local organizations were the
best to represent the neighborhood interests of settlers, a more general
organization could hardly fail to be more effective as the representative
agency of groups of settlers in their broader relations. This idea found
expression in the Rocky Mountain News of June 7, 1861, in an editorial
article under the heading “Farmer’s Claim Clubs”—an article which adds
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something of historical interest to the argument for the kind of unity
which assures power with the agencies of government.

A plan for the consolidation and uniform government of all the claim clubs in
Arapahoe County was recently introduced and discussed by the club of this city and
vicinity, which has always been known and is organized under the name of the “Arapa-
hoe County Claim Club.” In the early days of the settlement of the country, it was
the only one here, and extended over the whole county; but recently its territory
has been divided by the settlers in the several portions of the county into various dis-
tricts, with independent codes of laws and convenient local boundaries. While the
parent club has no desire to re-establish its jurisdiction over the entire county, yet
it desires the mutual adoption of general laws, and an arrangement of conflicting boun-
daries that will secure uniformity of action, and an union of strength. To attain that
object it is proposed to call a convention, at an early day, in which each club shall be
represented by two delegates, to consider the following desirable objects:

Ist. A perfect harmony of laws in the different clubs.

2d. The boundaries of the jurisdiction of each.

3d. The regulation of appeals to a board of arbitration.

4th. The basis of an arrangement between claim holders as to the settlement of
boundary lines of claims in reference to future surveys of the United States.

The importance of each of these objects will readily suggest themselves to every
one who is in the least interested in the agricultural resources and enterprises of the
country. The board of arbitrators may consist of the presidents of the several clubs,
and a certain number may constitute a quorum for the transaction of business or the
settlement of conflicts between neighboring districts. The fourth proposition, however,
is the most important, and imperatively demands the early consideration of every land
claimant in the territory.

Those who have before settled in the West, and ewperienced all the disadvantages
and vexations incident to a squatter’s life on the public domain, will see the importance
of a unity of action and strength in guarding and protecting the future homestead
rights of the actual settler; but people from the Fast, who are serving their apprentice-
ship in the far West, will hardly realize the true state of the case until they have
seen titles perfected in this country. We hope that the object proposed will meet with
a hearty response from every claimant.

Evidently the plan for consolidation attracted general attention through-
out the territory; for when the Arapahoe County delegates met in conven-
tion on the second day of November, 1861, they found representatives
present from clubs of other counties; and so the News was able to report
in its issue of November 4th “a convention of delegates representing the
agricultural interests of Colorado” which took the initiatory steps toward
forming a territorial organization. "Mr. Byers was prompt in proposing that
Congress be memorialized to provide for the “final establishment of the
original lines of the claims” by a special act similar to the Oregon Land
Act. He also read a prepared memorial, which was referred to a committee
of three with instructions to “propose some plan of action to this meeting.”
With Mr. Byers as chairman, the committee soon reported a “memorial
and petition to the Congress of the United States,” which was adopted.

Concress Is MeEMORIALIZED.—The memorial represented that it was
“important for the benefit and advancement of the agricultural interests
of Colorado Territory” that Congress should at an early date enact a special
law to regulate the entry by pre-emption of lands occupied by actual set-
tlers prior to the survey of such lands. It stated that, “owing to the peculiar
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conformation of the face of the country and the almost total want of rain
during a great part of the year—particularly in the growing season—the
lands at present available for agricultural purposes are confined to the
narrowest belts or valleys bordering the streams; and even upon these a
system of artificial irrigation is absolutely necessary to secure any certainty
in the production of all kinds of farm and garden produce. This necessity
has caused all the early settlers to make their claims to correspond with
the natural configuration of the country, usually fronting on a stream, and
running back at right angles thereto a sufficient distance to include the
squatter claim of one hundred and sixty acres.”

Thus (the memorial continued) each considerable water-course in the agricultural
portion of the Territory—or the Plains—has fronting upon it, a double row of farm-
claims, and that water front is absolutely necessary to enable the farmer to render
his land productive. The lines of the government surveys will necessarily intersect
these mutually agreed upon and established “claim lines at all conceivable angles;
frequently including the dwellings, garden or other improvements of neighbors, upon
the same subdivision—cutting off the water privileges, ditches, dams, water-wheels,
or other necessary and valuable improvements, of one settler, and include them in the
pre-emption right of another.

Other evils were foreseen; and Congress was petitioned to enact a law
for the relief of settlers-upon the public lands, so that each settler might
have 160 acres ‘“according to his claim lines.” So insistent were the
memorialists on having their original claim lines respected that the
memorial proposed that the claimant should pay the additional cost of
surveying which would be made necessary.

After the adoption of the memorial, it was voted that the central com-
mittee be instructed to have copies printed and sent to local committees in
all parts of the territory, in order that signatures might be secured and
the petitions returned to the central committee to be forwarded to the
territorial delegate in Congress. This central committee, as finally com-
pleted, consisted of Wm. N. Byers, S. W. Brown, J. Kershaw, Dr. J. H.
Morrison, A. C. Hunt and Wm. H. Middaugh.

To ENcouracE FarRMING.—An interesting side-light on the mixed
motives of members of the convention is thrown by an editorial article in
the issue of the News that contained the report of the convention. Arguing
for activity in circulating and signing the petitions, which were to be issued
“in a few days,” the News declared that each signature would “aid in
securing a boon which will do much toward placing our young territory
upon a footing independent of surrounding territories and states; and put
cheap bread in the mouths of all.” On November 16th the editor returned
to the subject in an article entitled “Claimants’ Petition,” in which it
was said: “It is not to the interest of the fammers alone that the relief
asked should be granted; but to everyone who expects to reside in the terri-
tory, let his occupation be what it may. The tendency will be to encourage



BEGINNINGS OF AGRICULTURE 45

and give confidence to farmers. They will not hesitate to make extensive
and valuable improvements, if they can have the assurance that their claims
and improvements will not be taken from them. The result will be to
extend the business, and thereby cheapen bread and every other necessary
and luxury of life that can be produced here.”

The memorial so ardently championed by Editor Byers was introduced
in the Legislative Assembly, then in session. It promptly passed the Coun-
cil; but, according to the News, it struck the House “as being a superfluous
piece of legislation,” and was indefinitely postponed. However the House
was not unfriendly to the claimants on public lands. In more than one
act the Assembly recognized the validity of the “claims” of the settlers
on the unsurveyed public domain.

In an act approved November 1, 1861, this same first Assembly of
the Territory of Colorado formally recognized the right of a claim holder
to maintain trespass, ejectment, and other actions for the protection of his
possessory rights “extending to the boundaries of his ‘claim’.” It was
provided in the law that the claim should not exceed 160 acres in extent;
that the boundaries should be so marked as to be easily traced; and that
the claim should be improved and occupied, with at least five acres enclosed
by a reasonable fence. Another act of this Assembly declared that “persons
who claim, own or hold a possessory right or title” to land within the
boundary of Colorado Territory on the bank or margin of a stream “shall
be entitled to the use of the water of said stream,” for the purpose of irri-
gation. Thus it was made clear that the rights recognized by the several
claim clubs were also recognized by the Legislative Assembly. Congress,
however, was comparatively slow to act in the interest of the adventurous
squatters on western lands. The Homestead Act of 1862, although it was
not to be to the liking of many of the members of claim clubs, was to
mark the beginning of a great epoch in the settlement of Colorado and
other territories and states of the West.



CHAPTER 11

Rural Life of the Pioneer Period

With what facility and speed the pioneer farmers of the Pike’s Peak
gold region set about the business of food production may be judged from
the series of incidents and events related here. What was done in the
development of irrigation, the agitation of sugar beet growing that led
eventually to the establishment of that industry, and the exciting era of
cattle and sheep raising, are treated in separate chapters. Here the record
is of the daily life of rural Colorado from 1859 to statehood in 1876 and
beyond, to the end of the pioneer period.

The manner of taking up or staking out claims has already been
described. The crop years of 1859, 1860 and ’61 had put the new com-
munity well along the road of experience. What occurred in farming dur-
ing the first two seasons in the Platte Valley is told mainly in the chapter
on irrigation. A glimpse of southern Colorado, where isolated ranches were
under cultivation prior to the gold discoveries, shows sudden activity,
especially in the settlements on the Huerfano where the demand for food
for the Pike’s Peak ‘“‘diggings” was immediately felt and responded to.

Pork FroM THE HUErRFANO.—"“Fresh pork from the Huerfano”
reached Denver December 21, 1859, to hearten the first Christmas of the
pioneer gold seekers, the merchant who offered it for sale being William
Dunn. He also advertised “a large supply of cornmeal, corn, potatoes,
onions, cabbage, turnips,” and, in fact, all kinds of winter vegetables.
The farmer who supplied this store of provisions was William Kroenig,
135 miles south of Denver.

During the following June a correspondent of the Rocky Mountain
News visited the Huerfano settlement and interviewed Kroenig, who gave
him information regarding his own and other ranches. Kroenig had 160
acres in cultivation, Charley Autobee had 120 acres, J. B. Doyle 30 acres,
Young 40 acres, and Patterson 40 acres, all on the Huerfano. On the
Fontaine-qui-Bouille, Jenks had a farm of 70 acres and Anderson 40
acres. Near Fontaine City there was another 40-acre farm. On the Green-
horn about 100 acres were in cultivation and 20 acres more on the Arkansas,
making a total, according to Kroenig’s calculation, of over 600 acres of
cultivated land, against about 125 acres in 1859, In addition to the farms
above enumerated, there were a great many gardens and small fields. Crops
seemed to be doing well that year, as the farmers were all dependent upon
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irrigation. “We may feel assured of a good supply of vegetables and not
a small amount of grain, potatoes, etc., for winter supply,” said this
correspondent.

In another letter it was related that a great portion of the territory
south of the Arkansas was held under grants from the Mexican govern-
ment, the principal owners of which were Kit Carson, Ceran St. Vrain,
Judge Spruce, N. Baird, Robert P. Kelley, Luis N. Baca, and Judge J.

Houghton. These grants were being subdivided and offered for sale in
1860.

DovLE CaME 1IN 1840.—Among the early settlers on the Huerfano none
was better known than Joseph B. Doyle, who came to that section from
St. Louis, in 1840, and who, according to his biographer, Judge A. P.
Berry of Pueblo*, found others in the region south of the Arkansas, then
a part of the province of New Mexico. In 1859 Doyle took up land on the
Huerfano, where the Doyle ranch became famous during pioneer years. He
built a flouring mill on his ranch and opened stores at Pueblo, Denver,
Colorado City and Canon City to supply the newly-arrived settlers with
necessities.

Doyle died in 1864. Of him the Rocky Mountain News of March 16,
1864, said: “Mr. Doyle was one of the first who commenced agricultural
pursuits in southern Colorado, and he has ever labored with zeal worthy
of emulation, to make Colorado second to no other agricultural state in
the Union.”

Damry FarMmMER ON HUERFANO.—W. M. Pierson, who milked a hun-
dred cows and made butter and cheese to supply the wholesale markets
of Denver and the mining camps, was probably the first dairy farmer on
the Huerfano. In 1861 he was preparing also to establish a dairy farm
in California Gulch, to supply*the miners in that new camp with milk and
butter.

In another year changes were noted in a descriptive letter published
in the Canon Times of March 23, 1861: “Pueblo was dull but the farm
claimants are making active preparations for putting in extensive crops.
On the Huerfano the same improvements are going on. Among the new
ranches may be noticed that of A. Majors, stretching out with its extensive
buildings like some lordly domain. Between Pueblo and the reservation
line are 125 ranches, half of which will be worked this season. These,
added to the other farms on and near the Arkansas, will give a harvest
the value of which may be estimated at upwards of a million dollars.”

*From sketch of Judge A. P. Berry in the Encyclopedia of the New West
(1881).
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While this estimate undoubtedly was much overdrawn, farming activity
was remarkable, considering the brief period that had elapsed since the
rush began.

FARMING ON THE ARKaNsAs.—A detailed description of farming in
the Arkansas Valley, written by B. T. Allen at Canon City, October 23,
1862, gives a fair picture of conditions at that early day. Allen, in writing
to the Rocky Mountain News, says:

I will give you as a plain farmer my ideas of this locality in particular, as a farming
or grazing country, derived from three years of .experience in this valley of the Ar-
kansas River. * * * All kinds of grain or vegetables grown in Illinois will grow here.
The inquiry is or may be, what is your average yield to the acre of the different crops?
I will answer only from my own experience: Wheat, 35 to 40 bushels per acre; Mexican
corn, 30 to 40 bushels; American corn, 40 to 50 bushels; potatoes, 100 to 400 bushels;
barley, 40 to SO bushels; sorghum, 200 or 250 gallons of syrup per acre.

The tobacco plant, as well as the sweet potato, thrived well and come to maturity
here. The reader will, of course, take into consideration that we have to irrigate all
lands cultivated in order to be sure of crop. The following are at present out prices here
by the pound: Corn, three cents, wheat, four; barley, six; potatoes, three; beans, five;
onions, six; and canned molasses, $1.50 per gallon. As to the cost of irrigation, it
depends on the quantity of water you have, and the convenience of it to the ground; but
it has cost me, after once getting the water onto the land in ditches, about $4 per
acre to the season; labor costing $1.50 a day. Stock for the two winters past has
fattened on grass, unless worked, and very seldom need to be fed at all.

Of the various kinds of wild fruit abundant here is the plum, growing four
inches in circumference, and of a better quality than I ever saw in the states, also
raspberries, currants, cherries and grapes from which we manufacture a good article
of wine.

The length of time between frosts for the last three seasons was as follows: 1860,
five months and eighteen days; 1861, five months and twenty-seven days; 1862, five
months and sixteen days. Snow fell in the winter of 1860 and 1861 to the depth of
seven inches, duration five days; in 1861 and '62 it fell to the depth of nineteen inches,
duration 11 days. To the man wishing to engage in agriculture, we have plenty of
land left. To the mechanic we have water power in abundance and want mills, To
the invalid we have the healthiest, most pleasant and best climate in the world in
Colorado territory.

PraTTE VALLEY IN 1861.~-What the Platte Valley looked like in the
fall of the third season was described by a correspondent under the head-
ing “A Ride in the Country” in Rocky Mountain Weekly News, of October
23, 1861: “Down the river on the east or south side the first farm that
attracts particular attention is that of Dr. Morrison, three miles from the
city. Here is a fine, substantial farm house, extensive, well-fenced and
well-farmed fields, and a vast congregation of grain and hay stacks forcibly
reminding one of scenes in the States. We have been told that the yield
of the Doctor’s farm this year reached the snug sum of $12,000, but cannot
vouch for the truth of the report. Passing a number of claims * * * we
come to the fine farm of Mr. Reithman and next beyond that of E.
McLaughlin, Esq. Both are well fenced with posts and boards and give
unmistakable evidence of thrift. The Hermitage of our old friend, J. J.
-Minter, six miles from the city, became our halting place. * * * Next below
is the farm of Mr. Farwell. * * * Crossing the river, we next come upon
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the ranch of Mr. Kerr * * * At the mouth of Clear Creck is the well-
improved place of Mr. Ford * * * following up Clear Creek * * * We
halted at the fine residence of Jerry Kershaw * * * They have a fine farm
of over 300 acres nearly all fenced and prepared for irrigation.”

First THRASHING MACHINE.—Thrashing machines were already in
use, the first one having been brought to the Platte Valley by M. C. Fisher
in the fall of 1861. An advertisement in a Denver newspaper called
attention to the fact that “on and after the 20th day of October” Fisher
would be prepared to thrash and clean all kinds of small grain. The
machine arrived at Denver after an overland trip from the Missouri River,
November 1, 1861, and it attracted general attention. Others followed in
1862, among them being a machine for J. McAuley, who gave out the
first thrashing returns on which an accurate estimate could be based for
wheat yields. This report appeared in the Rocky Mountain News of
January 19, 1864. It covers the grain crop of 1863, as follows: “From
Mr. McAuley, who has been engaged in thrashing ever since last harvest
and has doubtless better means of knowing than any other man in Colo-
rado, we learn that the small grain crop of the Platte watershed the past
year was about 50,000 bushels. Of this total about 33,000 bushels was
wheat, equivalent to 13,200 sacks of flour, provided all of it was ground.
A large share of this amount, however, must be counted out; a part for
seed, and a very considerable quantity for feed for stock. The remaining
17,000 bushels is mainly barley and oats, with a little rye and buckwheat.
The Arkansas country, including the Fontaine-qui-Bouille and Huerfano
valleys, probably produced an equal quantity, giving a grand total of
100,000 bushels of wheat, barley and oats as the crop of 1863. Consid-
ering the newness of the country, its small farming population, and the
very unfavorable scason, the result is quite satisfactory. This year will
doubtless see it doubled, as the season bids fair to be favorable, and our
farmers have gained much valuable experience.”

In Boulder County Wellman brothers were among the first farmers,
beginning operations in 1860 two miles east of Boulder. They raised
potatoes and a small patch of wheat. Among others starting about that
time was Perry White, on the St. Vrain, who grew a crop of wheat in
1860. By 1862 there was an ample supply of wheat to keep the mill of
Doughty & Son on South Boulder Creek busy.

GoveErNOR Evans oN Farminc.—Governor John Evans in his message
to the Territorial Legislature July 18, 1862, called attention to the rapid
development of agriculture in these words: ““As to a home supply of agri-
cultural products so important to the accumulation of permanent wealth
and population, the crops now standing on the farms in the valleys of
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the various branches of the South Platte and Fontaine-qui-Bouille afford
most encouraging prospect. In the latter valley alone there will be pro-
duced this year, according to careful estimates, 25,000 bushels of wheat,
40,000 bushels of corn, 20,000 bushels of potatoes, and other produce in
proportion. The great profits of such crops and the exceeding productive-
ness of those lands lying along the streams, I have no doubt, will induce
an agricultural production that will abundantly supply the land.”

It did not take the farmers long to influence the cost of living in the
Pike’s Peak region. The winter of 1861 was described as affording a
striking contrast to that of 1860. ‘“‘A year ago flour was worth $16 to
$18 per hundred pounds; now it can be bought for $10 for first quality and
$9 for second grade,” said a newspaper account of January, 1861.

Hica Priceks ror Propuce.—]. Max Clark, one of the Union Colony
pioneers, in an interview with Albert B. Sanford, curator of the State
Historical Society, in September, 1926, gave some interesting information
concerning prices paid for produce in the mining camps. Clark first came
to Colorado in 1860, when he was 19 years of age. He came overland from
Wisconsin in May of that year, bringing a full load of onions, potatoes and
flour. He put up at the Elephant Corral in Denver and found prices for
produce exceedingly high. He was on the point of selling out to Denver
buyers when a prospector advised him to drive up to Gregory Gulch with
his produce. He did so and sold his load as fast as he could pass it out.
He realized just double the prices that were offered in Denver, the onions
selling at 50 cents a pound, potatoes 35 cents a pound and flour $28 per
hundred pounds.

After the first enthusiasm over the prolific yields of irrigated farms
and gardens had subsided, the pioneers began to take stock of their agri-
cultural resources and to seek a way of turning the industry to commercial
advantage. The urge for that came from the scarcity and high price of
necessities. It was fortunate that men of influence were farm-minded and
that they saw in agriculture the permanence that this industry ever assumes
where men congregate, no matter what may be the first impulse to cause
settlement.

FIRST EDITORIALS ON AGRICULTURE

Significant of this trend toward agriculture was the fact that the Rocky
Mountain News and its short-lived competitor, the Cherry Creek Pioneer,
appearing simultaneously on the twenty-third day of April, 1859, carried
as leading editorials a call, not to the mines, but to the farms. The Pioneer
did not appear again, its proprietor, John L. Merrick, selling out imme-
diately to William N. Byers, publisher of the Rocky Mountain News. That
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publication continued agitation of the subject and assumed leadership in
the development of the farming industry, rather more so than in mining.
The mining industry received much more attention in print, but mostly
in the way of reports of gold strikes—that is, strictly as news. Agriculture,
however, was frequently the subject of editorial comment in which its vital
importance to the new community was emphasized, and people were urged
to give it more attention.

There is no record that Byers went gold hunting but he did go to
farming, staking out a claim of 160 acres in pioneer fashion before the
United States homestead act had become a law, which event occurred in
1862. The two agricultural editorials above mentioned serve as historic
introductions of farming in the public press and they are herewith
reproduced :

Farminc vs. GorLp DicciNng.—“Farming vs. Gold Digging” was the
title of the editorial in Volume 1, No. 1, of the Rocky Mountain News.
It follows:

From present appearances our citizens are likely to all be taken off with the
Cherry Creek yellow fever inasmuch that the farming interest of our territory if likely
to suffer materially and miners will also have to suffer for want of supplies. This is
all wrong; and our opinion is that farmers who stay at home, and spend as much
money to improve and cultivate their farms, will realize more clear profit by so doing
than they will to go to the mines.

There will be enough to go to dig all the gold all the Union will need and those
who raise stock and produce for the mines will get their equal share of the gold in
exchange for their produce. Everything must be high and will bring cash next fall;
and those who live at home will be perhaps best off. Mlany mechanics will leave
for the mines and those who remain will be much the best off in two years from now,
as on the frontier along the Missouri the immigration is going to settle up the country
very fast and wages will be very high.

Those who wish to get real estate will never be able to purchase it as cheap nor
on as good terms again, as the gold mines have turned the heads of all those who have
bought property in the territory, and all they think of is to dig gold and wash gold.
It is our candid opinion that those who have a few dollars to spare will make more by
buying property in eastern Nebraska at present, while the excitement is so high, than
they will to go to the mines.

Our AGRICULTURAL Prosrrcts.—The Cherry Creek Pioneer discussed
the subject under the caption “Our Agricultural Prospects,” as follows:

* % * Trrigation doubtless will be necessary in some places but it will be some
time before such a thing will be necessary, as there is sufficient bottom land to accomodate
all who follow agricultural pursuits for some time to come, and the upper prairies
will be used for stock ranges. Captains Theodore and William Parkinson are opening
a farm in the bottom below town and are well satisfied with the soil. Above town
on the opposite side of the river, a large farm is being opened, vegetable gardens are
being opened on Long Creek, Clear Creek, and other places, and in no instance where
we have conversed with those engaged in these enterprises, are any doubts felt or fears
entertained as to a successful result. ¥ * * On the Divide the Indians have been
raising corn for years; in fact, our candid opinion is that if this country has only
a fair trial, it will prove better than the most sanguine had anticipated.

Byers Livep oN A Fara.—With William N. Byers, editor of the lead-
ing newspaper, engaged in farming and living on a farm, and the terri-
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torial governor equally as enthusiastic on the subject of agriculture, it is
not surprising that the industry was kept constantly before the people.
Byers’ farm was located on the Platte “two miles from Denver.”* It con-
sisted of 160 acres, 50 or 60 of which were under cultivation in September,
1862, when the place was described in detail by a fellow publisher, Alfred
Thomson, editor of the Miner’s Register at Central City. From this
description the following is quoted: “Here are melons of every variety,
vegetables of all kinds—potatoes, tomatoes, cabbages, onions, egg plants,
beets, peas, beans and everything that grows in this country. His corn will
yleld at least 60 bushels to the acre. Should the News office fail to yield
a sufficient income there is no danger that Byers will suffer for the want
of the good things of life; for we presume he will realize $2,000 or $3,000
per annum from this ranch, besides supplying his own table. The farm is
managed by Mr. Dailey, a brother of the News foreman.”

Thomson describes other nearby places, among them mentioning the
farm of Governor Evans “on Cherry Creek two miles away,” which now,
like the Byers homestead, is part and parcel of the City of Denver. Thom-
son declared that probably less than half of the flour used during the
winter of 1861 would supply the demand of Denver and the nearby mining
camps, because of the great quantity of potatoes from the crop of 1862. By
that time, too, Colorado mills were grinding Colorado flour, from Colorado-
grown wheat.

The time seemed to have come for an organized development and the
question was, how shall that be started?

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY Prorosep.—Already in 1861 a group of men
prominent in the community had called a meeting for July 31 for discus-
sion of the question of forming an agricultural society. While nothing
came of this at the time, it is nevertheless of interest to scan the names of
the thirty-two pioneers who signed the call for that meeting. Oddly enough,
a majority were not farmers but business and professional men, indicating
that there was general recognition of the need for organized development
of agriculture. Here is the list:

Thos. Gibson A. H. Miles
Edward Palmer, M.D. Moorley Clinton
P. E. Peers Will H. Guthrie
Jim Pim A. Allen Packer
J. M. Broadwell C. Keith ]

W. H. Keller J. F Hamilton
J. H. Morrison Amos Steck
Lewis N. Tappan N.. D Tov.vn.
Robt. Kizer William C:nlpm
Allyn Weston H. M. Vaile
Edward Bliss A. G. Boone

«The Byers homestead was located in what is now the Valverde section of
Denver,
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Lafayette Head Henry Yost

J. Wanless A. O. Patterson
Fred Z Salomon E. S. Withite
Alex Majors Wm. Larimer, Jr.
A. G. Reed A. B. Miller

That list is a roster of the men who built the territory; men who made
the political as well as the industrial history of Colorado. They recognized
that agriculture was paramount; that without farming gold and silver
meant nothing.

Stuses GeTs AcTIoN.—The man who raised the question of organized
agricultural development a second time and whose call resulted in action,
was Robert Stubbs. He was interested in livestock rather than crop grow-
ing, but nevertheless had an idea and presented it in a way that brought
community action. In a public statement under date of August 13, 1862,
Stubbs ventured a prediction that came true within a decade and he called
for the organization of an agricultural society that was effected in a few
months. His statement headed “Agriculture in Colorado” was in part as
follows:

The people of no mining country in the world can prosper where they pay such
fabulous prices for bread, as has been done here. Let us for one moment take a
glance at the agricultural capacities of our Territory. It is well known that no State
in the Union will compare with Colorado Territory for grazing facilities, without it
be western Texas and California, and it is a matter of extreme doubt whether these
two states come up with it in excellence * * * Before leaving this part of the sub-
ject, I wish to make a prediction: * * * Before ten years Colorado beef will grace
the stalls of the butchers in the New York markets, and the spindles of Lawrence
will run on Colorado wool. * * * It would cost less than one dollar a head to drive
one thousand head of cattle from here to the Missouri River, * * *

As the products of the soil, it is well known that everything can be raised here
that can be produced in the Northwestern States, and that in sufficient quantity to
abundantly supply home consumption. How to develop these capacities is a subject
that should claim the attention of every one who feels an interest in the growth and
prosperity of our flourishing young territory. Perhaps through the medium of the
press would be one of the best means of arriving at that desirable object. The papers
of the Territory would doubtless open their columns for the practical herdsmen and
farmers to give their experience in their respective avocations, and offer such sugges-
tions as might present themselves. The formation of agricultural societies, and the
holding of agricultural fairs, would doubtless be very beneficial to the best interests of
the Territory. Such has been the case in New York, in Ohio, in Illinois and where-
ever else such societies have been in existence. Would it not be well to get up a fair
to be holden in Denver in the latter part of September? Such a fair would give a good
opportunity for the formation of an agricultural society, and of enlisting an interest
in the subject.

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY FORMED.—On March 14, 1863, a meeting was
held in Denver of which A. H. Miles was chairman, W. T. Muir and
William N. Byers serving as secretaries. The two last named and Thomas
Gibson, another editor, were appointed a committee to draft a constitution
and by-laws for the Colorado Agricultural Society. Two weeks later the
organization was perfected, officers being elected as follows: R. Sopris,
president; Robert Stubbs, vice-president; W. N. Byers, secretary; Simon






Rurar Lire or PIONEERS 57

Purroses ARE OUTLINED.—Publication of the full proceedings of the
organization meetings in the Rocky Mountain News was supplemented by
an editorial outlining more fully the plans and purposes of the society.

“We look upon this as one of the most important steps ever taken by
our people,” quoting from the editorial, “and hope that the interest hitherto
manifested since the enterprise was proposed will not be allowed to flag.
Every man who is interested in the advancement of Colorado should become
a member and contribute his mite to the success of the soclety. Henceforth
at the meetings of the association—which will be once 2 month or oftener—
some subject of interest to the members will be discussed for general infor-
mation. At the next meeting the question proposed is that of irrigation,
which is unquestionably the most vital and Important that can present
itself to the farmers of the territory. To further the objects of the society,
and benefit the farming interests generally so far as we are able, we shall
hereafter devote some space in the News to the subject of agriculture and
respectfully solicit contributions to that department. There are many
farmers well qualified to write, who have had two and three years’ experi-
ence in this country, and we hope to hear often from them, as well as
from new beginners. We shall also make such selections as we can that
will be beneficial here from eastern agricultural journals. It is earnestly
hoped that every farmer, from the Cache la Poudre to the Arkansas, who
possibly can, will attend the next meeting and become members of the
society.”

While the purpose was, ostensibly, the improvement of agriculture, the
society did not draw much farmer support, and it became merely an organi-
zation for the backing of the territorial fair.

No MonNEY FOR A Famr.—It seemed impossible to raise enough money
in 1863 to hold a fair. The following year the society was reorganized
and chartered by the territorial legislature, which voted an appropriation
of $500 for the purpose of paying premiums. An annual meeting of the
society was called for March 5, 1864, for the purpose of closing the busi-
ness of the old association. Subsequently the new association was called
together and the charter granted by the legislature formally accepted. The
bill providing for this charter was fathered by Representative Amos Widner
of Boulder County. No part of the appropriation could be used for salaries,
or in fact for any purpose except premiums. Summer and fall again passed
without a fair, consequently the legislative appropriation remained unused.
The Civil War was in progress, the Indian menace was ever present, grass-
hoppers had invaded the territory, the first feverish rush for precious metal
had come to a halt, and conditions were, to say the least, unsettled. Money
was too scarce to risk it on such an educational enterprise as an agricul-
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tural fair, which would bring no cash returns, hence 1864 passed without
an exhibition.

The call for the annual meeting of 1865 was issued March 28, and it
bore the signature of Richard Sopris, president. It urged all interested in
farming to attend, but especially that the fifty members of the society
gather at the Planters House in Denver at the appointed time. The meeting
was held and Sopris was re-elected president, Amos Widner of Boulder
vice-president, J. H. Eames treasurer, and D. H. Chever secretary. Direc-
tors: F. A. Squeirs, H. M. Teller, Milo Lee, A. Z. Sheldon, N. W. Welton,
Robert Stubbs, A. B. Sopris, William N. Byers, J. H. Estabrook. A motion
was adopted to take immediate action “for holding of an agricultural fair
this fall.”

FIRST TERRITORIAL FAIR, 1866

Again there was failure, but in 1866 the first fair was held. There was
also a race meeting, for racing was legitimately a part of agricultural fairs
in those days, because the horse was supreme not only as a draft animal on
the farm, but for riding and driving. Improvement of breeding had been
carried further with the horse than with any other farm animal, and devel-
opment of blood lines for speed and endurance in harness, or under the
saddle, found in the sport of racing a logical means of competition. That
this sport afterwards became the principal incentive for many fairs was
not true of the West alone but was a manifestation of a common human
tendency to respond to the sporting instinct rather than follow a serious
purpose, such as breed improvement.

An exhibit of minerals was usually a part of the first fairs, but it was
later dropped out because the mining industry saw no necessity for thus
displaying its wares and, of course, in minerals there was a lack of the
competitive element which is so notably evident in a showing of agricultural
products. .

Open gambling was a regular featurc of the early day fairs except in
the Union Colony at Greeley, where all games of chance were barred and
horse racing also was taboo.

Was CALLED A Success.—The first territorial fair held in Septem-
ber, 1866, under the auspices of the Colorado Agricultural Society, was
pronounced a success by the newspapers, as will be seen from comment
quoted herewith:

“The size and quantity of our vegetables are wonderful to recent
arrivals in Colorado. Turnips as big as pumpkins and weighing over
fifteen pounds, are in the collection, together with beets that beat all
creation. The finest display of eatables of this class that we noted came
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from Clear Creek County, being raised near Georgetown, thirty-five miles
from the valley and near the foot of the snowy range. Of potatoes we
noted very fine lots from various quarters. One blue Neshannock (the
exhibitor’s name we did not learn) weighing two pounds and three quarters.
Corn raised on the highlands eleven feet in height and ripe enough already
to defy the attack of grasshoppers is there.”*

There followed a description of entries of vegetables and other crops,
to the extent of a column, with a list of exhibitors, including Greenleaf
Page, William N. Byers, Dr. Parsons, Ferrand, Samuel Morgan, Everett,
McDornell, T. J. Buchanan, Simon Cort, Stickles, Thomas Hartman and
Thomas N. Sloan. Special mention was given the exhibit of L. K. Perrin
and sons as follows:

PErrINS’ FiNe Dispray.—“L. X. Perrin and sons have the finest
display of farm and garden fruits at the fair. Arranged in a tasty manner
on the stand assigned to them are thirty-three varieties of choice farm and
garden vegetables, including Lawton blackberries, fine grapes, raspberry
canes, and 'strawberry plants of the choicest kinds. In this lot, which must
be seen to be appreciated, we noticed one summer squash 44 inches in
circumference. Mr. Perrin’s contributions to the fair alone will demonstrate
that Colorado cannot be excelled in her agricultural products by any coun-
try in the world.”

Perrin was a pioneer experimenter, one of the first farmers to grow
sugar beets, the pioneer strawberry grower, the first to grow and sell broom-
corn, one season’s crop bringing him $600 from a Denver broom factory.

An effort was made in 1867 to put the territorial fair on a paying basis
and wipe out a deficit from the previous year. The net receipts in 1867
were $3,500, which enabled the association to pay off an indebtedness of
$1,000 from the previous year. There were nearly three hundred entries
in the agricultural, livestock, mineral and household classes in 1867. The
fair was expanded that year to include all agricultural sections of the terri-
tory, and while no subsidy was received from the legislature, it seems that
gate receipts covered expenditures.

Fmst RACE MEETING.—In that year we find the first record of a reg-
ular race meeting which was held Saturday, May 18, the entries being as
follows: J. M. Broadwell’s “Snowbird,” W. R. Ford’s “Colorado,” C. G.
Baldwin’s “Ghost.” Mile heats were trotted, best three in five to harness,
for a purse by the society of $50, with an iuside purse of $250 each.

The big event of the fair, however, was a race against time for a prize
of $50 for the horse coming nearest the three-minute record which was
then the fast mile for the American trotting horse, The event was open

*Rocky Mountain Weekly News, September 26, 1856.
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to trotters and pacers, and it is of interest to know that there were ten
entries, with “Belle of Denver” clipping two seconds from the record, her
time being 2:58. “Belle” was owned by William R. Ford. Cane Baldwin’s
“Tip” was second in 3:06. This was on the second race, these two having
trotted a dead heat in the first mile in 3:0115.

Bonps To CovErR INDEBTEDNESS.—Financial success was not achieved
by the fair association without efiort. Bonds were issued to cover indebt-
edness incurred in establishment of the fair, and much urging was neces-
sary in disposing of these evidences of indebtedness to public-spirited
individuals.

A full report was made by Richard Sopris to the president of the ter-
ritorial legislature in November, 1866, regarding the financial condition
of the Agricultural Society and its fair. This report indicated an indebt-
edness of $8,765, to be covered by the bond issue. A 40-acre tract of land
had been purchased in east Denver which was inclosed by a grout wall
eight feet high. There was a circular pavilion built of wood 100 feet in
diameter for the exhibition of agricultural products, implements, works
of art, and miscellaneous articles. Stables had been built accommodating
110 horses, and there were yards for cattle, sheep and swine, as well as
pens for poultry. An irrigation ditch ran through the grounds. There was
a half-mile track with suitable stand for the judges. In fact, the fair
grounds were the equal in size and accommodations provided for similar
expositions in the States.

STATEMENT TO LEGISLATURE.—Of interest to agriculture was the state-
ment made by President Sopris to the legislature as follows: “Judging
from the agricultural products placed upon exhibition (1866) we are of
the opinion that uplands on the plains produce equally as good and heavier
crops of grain than the low bottom lands. Also, that as fine garden vege-
tables can be grown in the mountains, almost to the very foot of the snowy
range, as upon the plains.”

A change was made in officers in 1867, except that Richard Sopris was
re-elected president, others chosen being D. H. Nichols of Boulder County,
vice-president; George W. McClure, Arapahoe County, treasurer; W. D.
Anthony, Arapahoe County, secretary. Executive committee: C. H.
McLaughlin, J. H. Estabrook, and L. K. Perrin. By resolution the chair-
man of the board of county commissioners of each of the organized counties
of the territory was made a director of the society representing his respective
county.

SouTHERN CoLORADO ORrGANIZES.—Southern Colorado, noting the suc-

cess of the annual fair at Denver, began to show interest as early as 1869,
when agitation was begun by the Pueblo Chieftain which led to the organi-
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zation of the Agricultural Society of Southern Colorade. Officers chosen
at a meeting in Pueblo February 22, 1870, were the following: M. L.
Blunt, Pueblo County, president; Ferdinand Meyer, Costilla County, vice-
president; G. W. Morgan, Pueblo County, secretary; John A. Thatcher,
Pucblo County, treasurer. An executive committee was appointed consisting
of one man from each of the counties of southern Colorado: John W.
Prowers, Bent County; W. H. Young, Greenwood County; Henry Daigre,
Huerfano; Felipe Baca, Las Animas; H. B. Ring, El Paso; W. J. Godfrey,
Saguache; John Locke, Fremont; Celadon Valdes, Conejos; John Chris-
tian, Summit; Samuel Hartsell, Park; George E. Shaw, Lake.

Comment of the Pueblo Chieftain on this subject under date of Novem-
ber 11, 1869, was: “The Turritorial fairs held at Denver and the efforts
of the society in the northern part of Colorado, has been productive of
much good, both at home and abroad, and too much praise cannot be given
to those who have labored and aided to establish and carried forward their
interests. But that society in the Platte Valley, and whose exhibitions are
held in Denver, never has been and never can be territorial.”

RAILROAD BUILDING ENCOURAGED

All of this had been going on before there was a railroad in the Terri-
tory. Strenuous efforts had been made to induce the Pacific railroad to
build to Denver, but it passed by on the north, because of the easier cross-
ing of the Continental Divide in Wyoming. There were inducements in
the way of freight traffic as will be noted from statistical information com-
piled by a committee appointed at a Denver mass meeting in June, 1866.
This committee estimated that 104,000,000 pounds of freight had been
brought into the state during the three years previous and that the trans-
portation cost on this averaged ten cents a pound. The charges for wagon
and stage transportation ranged from § cents to 30 cents a pound making
the cost of provisions, labor, and machinery so high that, “probably nine-
tenths of the miners have been compelled to suspend operations.”

As to agricultural resources, this report showed 210,000 acres of land
entered at the United States Land Office from the day of its opening, Octo-
ber 5, 1863, to the last of June, 1866. In addition 190,000 acres had
been claimed and settled upon, “but as yet unpaid for,” making the total
acreage of land taken up 400,000 acres.

On this land, the report stated, the acreage in crop in 1866 was as
follows: Wheat about 35,000 acres, corn about 35,000 acres, oats about
15,000 acres, rye and barley about 5,000 acres, otherwise cultivated and
used about 10,000 acres. Total in crop 100,000 acres. The report con-
tinued as follows: “The average yield of wheat, corn, and oats for the
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past three years has been as follows: Wheat 20 bushels per acre, corn 20,
oats 30; other grains in like proportion. * * * The amount of agricultural
lands in Colorado cannot be estimated at less than two and one half mil-
lion acres and of the lands now taken by actual settlement three-fourths are
susceptible of cultivation and may be profitably farmed.”

The report bore the signature of C. D. Clements, chairman. The re-
markable feature of it is the even division between corn and wheat, the
two leading grain crops of the pioneer period. It has been generally be-
lieved that very little corn was grown in the first decade, but the records
show otherwise. In a few years the proportion of wheat to corn changed,
as corn was found to be uncertain of maturity. Some sections never aban-
doned the crop, but continued growing corn until the time in later years
when standard varieties were adopted to suit the various localities, with
their differing altitude, varying moisture conditions and variation in length
of growing season.

EnmicranTs ST CominG.—When the above report was made, emi-
grants were still coming across the Plains by wagon train in great num-
bers, using three routes, the Platte, the Republican and the Arkansas. Not-
ing the week’s arrivals over the Platte route at Kearney, Neb., The Herald,
published at that point, had the following list which was reprinted in Den-
ver under date of June 13, 1866:

June 1st, Conductor Sam Tate; 40 ox wagons, 71 men, 62 revolvers, 21 guns,
bound for Julesburg.

Conductor G. W. Trotter; 37 ox wagons, 41 men, 41 revolvers, 21 guns; bound
for Denver.

Conductor David Wertman; 28 ox wagons, 36 men, 21 revolvers, 27 guns, 3 women,
two children; bound for Denver,

June 3rd, Conductor J. Boorey; 30 ox wagons, 40 men, 12 revolvers, 20 guns;
bound for Denver.

Conductor E. H. Hall; 43 ox wagons, 38 men, 20 revolvers, 17 guns; bound for
Denver.

June 4th, Conductor Chas. McEwan; 41 ox wagons, 51 men, 10 revolvers, 30 guns,
4 women, 6 children; bound for Denver.

Firearms were important at that time, as Indians constantly beset the
trails and attacks on wagon trains were frequent.

Here was a good prospect for passenger business as well as freight for
the projected railroads to the Rocky Mountain country.

The range livestock industry was getting under way by this time, the
Abilene movement having begun in 1867, and for some years beginning
about 1875, general farming in Colorado was eclipsed by the cattle trade.
That story is told in detail in another chapter.

There was one exception in Colorado, that of the Union Colony at
Greeley, where small farms were the rule from the beginning while all else
agricultural in Colorado was on the magnificent scale of the open range.
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People spoke of ranches, not farms, and some of these ranches were truly
vast estates, such as the American West will never see again.

A RancH 100 Mies Souare.—Hermosilla Ranch on the Las Animas
grant was one of these large establishments described in detail by a con-
temporary writer in January, 1868, as follows:

The morning of the 24th we were waited upon by Colonel William Craig's am-
bulance as a substantial earnest of a previous invitation to visit his great Hermosilla
ranche * * * His estate—the Las Animas grant, in which he owns a large intgrest
and has entire control-—is really a principality in its vast extent. It contains r.vers
from source to mouth; plains across which the eye cannot reach, and mountains and
hills in endless variety. To speak plainly, it is more than 100 miles square. * * * On
the Huerfano River, just below the mouth of its canon and 18 miles from the ‘Ar-
kansas River, the Colonel has chosen his home. Here he has a fine and commodious
mansion, elegantly furnished; barns, stable, store, shops, ice house, etc, etc. On the
neighboring hills are thousands of sheep, hundreds of cattle and scores of horses,
whilst in the valley of the stream are hundreds—perhaps thousands—of acres culti-
vated to corn, wheat, oats and other crops. A splendid grove of trans-planted trees
is fast enveloping the house; acequias meander through the grounds in every direction;
a reservoir nearby supplies a fountain in front of the broad piazza and clematis and
virginia creepers are trained to the cornices. A couple of thousand fruit trees, vines
and shrubs have just been received, and will add to the attractions of a modern Eden;
a veritable oasis in the Great American Desert.

REVIEW OF AGRICULTURE IN 1868

TrE Tromas Tours—No better record is obtainable of the status of
farming in Colorado during the latter sixties, just before the range live-
stock industry had its beginning, than that given in a series of letters,
written by Dr. William R. Thomas of the Rocky Mountain News. Dr.
Thomas later became a member of the faculty of Colorado Agricultural
College.

His tours of the agricultural districts were made during May and June,
1868. His first letter, published under date of May 20, detailed a trip on
horseback up and down the Platte from Denver to the mouth of the canon,
during which he visited 55 farms. The total acreage listed as being under
cultivation in that 20-mile strip was 2,977%% acres. The crops were as
follows: Wheat, 1,24114 acres, oats 593%% acres, corn 395 acres, barley
180 acres, rye 26 acres, and potatoes 307 acres. In the potato acreage one-
third was credited to Rufus “Potato” Clark. There were also several
patches of beans, ranging from one to four acres, and over two hundred
acres in garden and miscellaneous crops.

FarMms ArLoNc THE PLATTE.—The letter indicated that Thomas had
visited all but two ranches on the upper Platte. He details some of the
yields per acre, stating that Peter Magnes in 1861 got 3,300 pounds of
barley from 70 pounds of seed, which is at the rate of 66 bushels to the
acre. J. M. Brown had raised 70 bushels of wheat to the acre. In 1866
Mr. Skelton got 65 to 70 bushels of barley and 60 to 65 bushels of oats
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About one-third of the farms were visited on the Cherry Creek tour,
no lateral roads being covered. Thomas mentioned that summer showers
made irrigation “unnecessary most seasons.”

WrITES FrROM PUEBLO.—After a trip down the Fontaine Valley he
wrote from Pueblo, under date of June 1, 1868, that he had visited 86
farms, missing only two on the way. Here he found a distinct change in
the crop list, corn being the principal crop. The total acreage listed was
6,148, of which 2,870 acres were in corn, 1,555 in wheat, and the balance
in oats, barley and other grains. Acreages of corn ranged from 50 to 240
acres per farm. The average yields of corn were 25 to 30 bushels, wheat
25 to 35 bushels, oats 45 to 60 bushels, and barley 40 bushels per acre.

The letter stated that at Pueblo all dealers advertised “grain taken in
exchange for goods.”

Larce CorN FieLps.—The valley of the Huerfano was next visited, a
letter under date of June 17, 1868, written from Fort'Reynolds on the
Arkansas, giving an account of this part of the tour. Thomas explained
that there were two settlements, one below the canon with scattering ranches
to the Arkansas, a distance of 28 miles. The other was known as Upper
Huerfano, with a farming district 20 miles in extent. The largest ranch
in this district was that of Colonel William Craig, the Hermosilla Ranch,
described elsewhere, which was a part of the Las Animas Grant. When
Thomas visited the ranch he found 700 acres in corn, 400 acres in wheat,
100 in oats, 200 in beans, and 40 acres in garden, a total of 1,440 acres
under cultivation.

The Doyle Estate, near the Craig ranch, had 500 acres in corn, 400 in
wheat, 10 in oats, 90 acres in beans, and 25 acres in garden, a total of
1,025 acres under cultivation. Another in the same section was the ranch
of N. W. Welton, with 600 acres in corn, 100 in oats, 20 in wheat, and one
acre in garden, a total of 721 acres under cultivation. Eight other large
ranches were visited, Thomas reporting nearly 5,000 acres under cultiva-
tion on the lower Huerfano.

“Corn grows most luxuriantly in the lower valley, while wheat thrives
better near the mountains,” was the comment of the writer. He reported
that corn averaged 30 to 50 bushels per acre.

It was from the Doyle Ranch here mentioned that a wagon train of
28 loads of corn came to Denver in the fall of 1860, as mentioned on an-
other page.

From Pueblo down the Arkansas, a distance of 30 miles, 29 farms
were visited on the north side of the river, but there were only four or
five on the south side. As on the Huerfano, corn was the principal crop,
with wheat ranking second.
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Nine ranches were visited on the St. Charles, where conditions were
found practically the same as on the Huerfano, among the places being
that of Peter Dotson, which is described on another page.

WEsTWARD To CANON Crry.—Thomas next went westward from Pu-
eblo to Canon City, a report of this part of the tour being published in
the Weekly Rocky Mountain News under date of July 1, 1868. He found
very little land under cultivation from Pueblo to the mouth of Beaver
Creek, but above that point, on the Beaver and on Hardscrabble, there
were 66 farms in a high state of development. Among those visited were
such well-known pioneers as Jesse Frazier, G. and B. F. Rockafellow,
W. A. Helm and J. W. Chatfield. Corn was the principal crop, over
1,200 acres being listed, with wheat second at 847 acres. Thomas missed
four or five farms, but reported a total of 2,800 acres under cultivation,

Concerning the development of irrigation in the Canon City district,
Thomas said: “The farming lands in the neighborhood of Canon are cov-
ered by large irrigating ditches. The Canon City ditch is six miles long,
13 feet wide and 2 feet deep. It was constructed at a cost of $12,000 and
covers not less than 1,800 acres of land. The Canon City and Four Mile
ditch is 6 miles long, 7 feet wide, 214 feet deep and cost about $5,000. It
covers about 1,000 acres of land. These two are on the north side of the
river. On the south side are also two large ditches, with a combined
length of 7 miles * * * and covering about 1,500 or 2,000 acres of land.”

ALoNG THE CUcHARAS—AD interesting description was given of farm-
ing in the Cucharas Valley from interview with W. W. Jones, Thomas
not having time to visit that section. He spoke of the ranch of Colonel
J. M. Francisco and Henry Daigre, who were in partnership, their hold-
ings extending from the mountains down the valley for 20 miles. Under
cultivation on this ranch there were 735 acres, 500 of which were in wheat,
200 oats, 25 corn and 10 acres in beans. This ranch had been under cul-
tivation five years, but extensively so only during two cropping seasons.
Over 1,000 head of cattle were being run on the grass. The letter went on
to state that from the Francisco-Daigre ranch down the creek to Union
Crossing the settlers were nearly all Mexicans, who were growing wheat,
oats, corn and beans.

During the latter part of July, 1868, Dr. Thomas visited mountain
farmers up the Platte at Bailey’s and Slaght’s. He found good crops of
wheat, oats, rye, potatoes and other vegetables, mentioning Gueraud’s, Dan-
forth’s, the Omaha Ranch, and other mountain resorts and farms.

EarLy CroP SHARING.—While touring among the farmers in southern
Colorado, Dr. Thomas investigated the system of tenant farming, which
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was being developed there with Americans as landlords and Mexicans as
tenants. Writing under date of June 17, 1868, he said:

In the valley of the Huerfano, I find the ranchman and his planters. The planters
are mostly Mexicans, some few Americans, who secure as many acres as they can
profitably work and are furnished with seed, teams and the necessary implements and
at the end of the season return one-half of the crop to the owner of the land. Water
for irrigation is also furnished to the field and main ditches. In some cases a small
supply of provisions is also included in the arrangement. While this mode of securing
the cultivation of large tracts of land is free from all the harsh features, both of name
and practice which have characterized similar systems, it also is remunerative to
both parties.

While I believe the system is calculated to benefit both the ranchman and the
planter, I am also convinced that it will have to be perpetuated by Mexicans rather than
by Americans. The newly arrived immigrant will seize the opportunity to remt say
100 acres, and by care, industry and economy, will in three or four years accumulate
sufficiently to purchase an equal number of acres for himself. * * * The American will
only rent until he is able to buy, while the Mexican finds it better than anything else
he can do, and is perfectly willing to remain a lifetime provided he has a house to
live in and enough to eat.

ComprLeTE Prcture oF Farming.—The Clear Creek Valley from Den-
ver to Golden, with adjacent small farming areas, and later the valleys of
Boulder Creek, the St. Vrain, the Big and Little Thompson and the Cache
la Poudre were visited by Thomas and described in the same detail given in
the letters from Southern Colorado, the whole series forming a complete
picture of agriculture as it existed along the eastern slope of the mountains
in the years following the close of the Civil war. Scarcely any reference
is made in these letters to range livestock, because grazing as a separate
business had not yet become important.

TRUE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES

Reference has been made to the fact that the Union Colonists at Greeley
were exponents of the small farm and of intensive agriculture. It is not-
surprising, therefore, that they should prove also the pioneers in forming
agricultural societies that had improvement of farming as their chief pur-
pose. Although the Colorado Agricultural Society, formed in Denver in
1863, served a useful purpose in sponsoring the annual fairs and spread-
ing abroad knowledge of the opportunities in farming for emigrants from
the States, it had little direct influence on the practice of farming, nor
was its membership composed principally of farmers. It was an associa-
tion for the purpose of giving the farmer an opportunity to show his prod-
ucts in a competitive way and thus to influence further settlement and de-
velopment.

A different type of organization was that started by the Union Colony
at Greeley in its first year. This was an association of actual farmers for
the purpose of discussing the technical side of farming and to exchange
ideas that might be helpful to the membership in the conquest of the soil
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under the new conditions which a semi-arid climate and the use of arti-
ficlal watering imposed upon the colonists. It was the beginning of
farmers’ institutes in the form already familiar to the eastern states but
new then to rural Colorado.

SuccEsTs AN “INSTITUTE.”—The first discussion of the question came
from the leader of the Colony in the official organ, The Greeley Tribune,
of December 7, 1870. The suggestion was for the organization of “what
might be called the Colorado Institute, the object being to advance the in-
terests of agriculture, horticulture and the mechanic arts.” Meekers’ origi-
nal plan was to make the Colony organization the nucleus of a state-wide
educational organization of Colorado farmers receiving his inspiration ob-
viously from the plan of the then new agricultural colleges which were or-
ganized for the purpose of teaching “agriculture, horticulture and the me-
chanic arts.” While his plan was not carried out fully in the form origi-
nally proposed, there was organized nevertheless, a Farmers’ Club local
to the Colony and from that beginning similar clubs were organized later
in other sections of the state through Colony influence.

FirsT FarRMERS' CLUB.—On December 28, 1870, report was made of
the organization of this first Farmers’ Club, fifty persons attending the
meeting in Colony Hall, thirty-five signing the membership roll and paying
the fee of $1.00. Officers chosen were: David Boyd, president; J. Max
Clark, secretary; N. C. Meeker, treasurer. It was decided to have the first
regular institute December 30, and tree planting was the subject to be
discussed.

This subject brought out a good attendance and a lively discussion took
place, principally on fruit trees. Mecker wanted everybody to plant all
kinds of fruit. J. Max Clark suggested only the hardier fruits, such as
apples and cherries, expressing the fear that peaches and pears would not
thrive, because of the rigors of the climate. Some farmers followed
Meeker’s suggestion, while others took the advice of Clark, whose judg-
ment was later vindicated.

Other meetings were held that winter and in the fall of 1871, announce-
ment was made that the winter meetings would soon be resumed. It was
stated at the time that the one dollar membership fee carried with it the
privilege of buying seeds, plants and trees at club rates.

CrLear Creex Forrows SuiT.—The next event of importance was the
organization of the Clear Creek Farmers’ Club, at the Arvada school house
October 10, 1872. Meeker had been invited to address the club and he
spoke at length, telling how the Greeley club was functioning and making
suggestions which the Clear Creek farmers followed in the organization of
their club. About forty signed the roll. The discussion at this first meet-
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ing was largely on the fence question. The range industry had been grow-
ing rapidly and stray cattle were causing much damage to crops.

MEERER Praises PIoNEER FarRMERS.—Meeker was impressed with the
earnestness and character of these Clear Creek pioneer farmers, most of
whom had located there during the days of the gold rush. In giving an
account of the meeting in the Greeley Tribune (January 10, 1872), he
said:

“The conclusion we would draw is that there is a superior class of
farmers, not so naturally, but made so from the circumstances. They came
to Colorado as adventurous men, and they no more than represented their
class in the states. But here they found entirely new conditions, and for
several years difficulties and misfortunes made it a question whether they
could sustain themselves. At last, however, their irrigating canals, their
fences and other necessary improvements were completed. Nature seemed
more kind and they are now on the high road to prosperity. They find a
ready market in Denver to which they can go and return twice a day, for
whatever they can produce, and their lands sell, when any want to sell,
from $50 to $150 per acre. Perhaps the average price in Clear Creek
Valley is $75 an acre. * * * They have successfully overcome the disas-
ters which thickened previous to 1869, are independently rich, and we
judge that the yearly products of their farms range from $1,000 to $6,000;
perhaps the average is $2,000.”

Meeker declared that the success of the Clear Creek Valley farmers was
highly encouraging to the Union Colonists who possessed equally good
land, and had the additional advantage of the Colony organization, which
gave each farmer his town place in addition to the land farmed.

Meeker’s testimony to the successful development of the first extensive
farming settlement of Colorado was heartening to the Union Colonists,
some of whom were showing discouragement. While they lacked the near-
ness of a big consuming market which Denver offered at the east entrance
ta the Clear Creek Valley, and the adjacent mining camps which witnessed
the first gold rush with its insistent call for food and feed, the Union Col-
onists made up for that in the cohesive power of colony organization,
through which they were able to build larger irrigation works and to de-
velop outside markets for their surplus products in a manner unfamiliar
to the pioneers of Clear Creek Valley.

UNION OF ALL FARMERS’ CLUBS

The subject of a union of farmers’ clubs in the territory also was dis-
cussed at the Arvada meeting. The president was instructed to request
each club in Colorado to appoint three or more delegates, to attend a meet-
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ing at Denver early in December, at which a territorial union of farmers’
clubs was to be formed. ILeadership in the Clear Creek Valley organiza-
tion was taken by L. K. Perrin.

The general organization formed at a meeting in Denver in the spring
of 1873, was known as the “Colorado’s Farmers Union” and its first offi-
cers were: George F. Packard, president; R. S. Little, vice-president;
W. Holly, secretary; J. C. Feebles, corresponding secretary; Dr. J. H.
Morrison, treasurer. In August, 1873, the organization had a member-
ship of thirteen clubs, all in northern Colorado and averaging about thirty
members each. President Packard made a public statement of the purposes
of the organization, denying that it had any political significance, other
than that its members intended to “take a greater personal interest in gov-
ernmental affairs.” He declared that the farmers “must emancipate them-
selves from the control of professional politicians who are accustomed to
get office at whatever cost or expense. Candidates for office who propose
to buy their way into power should be made to understand that there is a
limit to such practices.”

At that time the question of federal aid in the development of irri-
gation was being agitated. President Packard was asked regarding the
stand of the farmers’ clubs on this question. His answer was: “It will
be thoroughly investigated and an effort made to secure direct aid from
Congress, which we can obtain if properly represented as the desire of the
whole people.”

Orpose FeperaL Am.—In spite of this statement the farmers opposed
the memorial resolution adopted at what was known as the Irrigation Con-
vention in Denver in 1873, on the ground that its proposals were in the
interest of land speculation, instead of orderly development of agriculture.
The opposition to the memorial was led by the Union Colony Farmers’
Club.

Packard denied that there were any differences between the farmers
and stock raisers of Colorado. However, these differences were showing
up and they developed soon into a distinct line of cleavage between general
farming and the range industry. That subject is discussed In detail in
the chapter on Range Livestock.

During 1873 farmers’ clubs got under way in Boulder County, lively
meetings being held, such problems as irrigation, corn growing, potato
growing and the like being discussed. However, the organization of clubs
in Boulder County was not the first effort of the farmers to associate them-
selves for purposes of improvement and education. A farmers’ convention
had been held at Boulder at the time of the Boulder County Fair, October
15, 1869. This was attended by men from Larimer, Weld, Boulder, Jeffer-
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son and Arapahoe counties. At this convention it was recommended that
one or more farmers’ clubs be organized in each of the districts of the terri-
tory “for discussing all subjects in which agriculturists, fruit and stock
growers are interested.” Each club was to be represented at a territorial
convention held annually. The object of this convention, according to an
announcement made in the Boulder News, October 12, 1869, (the first issue
of that newspaper), was “for the protection of farmers against depreciating
prices of farm products by speculators,” etc. Nothing came of this move-
ment in a general way and it remained for the Union Colony to take up
the matter and push it to successful conclusion, as has been related.

List oF FardErs’ CLuBs.—The farmers’ clubs of 1873 and their offi-
cers were as follows: _

Colorado Farmers’ Club, Greeley; organized December 23, 1870.

Clear Creek Valley Farmers’ Club; organized January 4, 1872, with
L. K. Perrin, president, and I.. A."Reno, secretary.

Bear Creek Farmers’ Club; organized December 23, 1872, with W. D.
Arnett, president; G. W. Harriman, vice-president; Daniel E. Kurtz, sec-
retary; A. McPheters, treasurer.

Wheat Ridge Farmers’ Club; organized December 28, 1872, with Wm.
Lee, president; M. N. Everett, first vice-president; J. W. Robb, second
vice-president; David Brothers, treasurer; George Yule, secretary; James
F. Wilson, corresponding secretary.

Denver Farmers’ Club; organized January 9, 1873, with Dr. J. H.
Morrison, president; J. Y. Dillon, vice-president; H. G. Wolff, secretary;
J. W. Weir, treasurer.

Lower Boulder Farmers’ Club; organized February 3, 1873, M. S.
Harmon, president; R. W. Mclver, vice-president; H. Ruck, treasurer;
G. X. Young, recording secretary; W. O. Wise, corresponding secretary.

Bergen Park Farmers’ Club; organized March 1, 1873, T. C. Bergen,
president.

Ralston Farmers’ Club; J. A. Higgins, president; Leander West, secre-
tary; J. H. Shay, corresponding secretary.

Littleton Farmers’ Club; organized February 6, 1872, J. W. Bowles,
president; John McBroom, vice-president; Henry E. Allen, secretary, L. B.
Ames, treasurer; J. D. Hill, librarian.

Cherry Creek Stockgrowers and Farmers Club; officers not given.

Crass ConscIousNESS ARCUSED.—These were the first indications of

class consciousness among the farmers, the signs of healthy discontent that
led to better economic conditions; the evidence that the organized farmer
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could uphold or defeat a political issue, or fight successfully the threat
of water monopoly that was imminent in the eighties. While the farmers
were seldom united on any big issue they were able, nevertheless, to voice
their desires in legislative matters. Where these were in conflict with the
designs of the cattle industry, the cattlemen usually won out over the more
conservative and less assertive crop-growing farmer.

TERRITORIAL PERIOD EnNDS.-—The days of the stagecoach, the pony ex-
press and the ox team now were definitely over; the railroads had reached
the Rocky Mountains and rapidly as men could do it, lines were extended
into every mining district, to remote corners of the Territory, where the
Redman still claimed the country. The last barrier to progress had thus
been removed and the plow still followed the miner’s pick. Where the
wagon caravan had brought its scores, or hundreds, the railroads now
brought thousands of new settlers. Politically there was much commotion
in the period immediately preceding statehood, but all classes of citizens
looked forward to that event as the culmination of the hopes of the pioneer
state builders and the beginning of a period of rapid progress.
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Early Years of Statehood

Eighteen seventy-six was an eventful year for Colorado, as for the na-
tion. It was the nation’s centennial and Colorado’s advent as a state.
Agriculture, no less than other industries, had something to look forward
to after going through the pangs of pioneering. Those who might have felt
that the industry was now established and that its progress would go for-
ward in more orderly and commonplace fashion reckoned erroneously.
Mining had lost its fascination for all but the practical miner. There were
still bonanzas to uncover and fortunes to be made and lost in the quest for
gold and silver, yet it was recognized that capital is the limiting factor in
development, that dust and nugget finds by grub-staked prospectors, now
belonged in the realm of romance and that business men and bankers were
in control of mining.

In agriculture, too, the pioneer period had been adventuresome and now
its frontier aspect and its isolation were giving way to more settled condi-
tions. The Indian menace had almost disappeared, and it seemed that
farming, as distinguished from stock raising, was about to settle into a
humdrum round of sowing and reaping, as back in the states. Whatever
might have been the contemporary feeling, looking back now over a fifty-
year period, the historian finds crowding in a succession of events and inci-
dents alive with the elements of human progress and accompanied by the
usual features of strife and drama.

Pracue oF Locusts.—The year 1875 marked the bottom of the period
of depression that followed the panic of '73. General industrial despon-
dency was heightened in the plains region, which included the thinly settled
portion of eastern Colorado, by a plague of locusts, such as had not been
witnessed in American history. Recorders of this visitation are a unit in
declaring that agricultural crops were devastated throughout the region now
known as the wheat belt of mid-western America. The full extent of
suffering dawned on the people early in 1876, when the Secretary of War
made his annual report on what he designated as the “grasshopper appro-
priation,” which he dispersed in relief work. The sum so used was
$138,000, which went for food and clothing for farmers whose crops had
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been literally eaten from the face of the ground by locusts of the type now
ordinarily referred to in the West as grasshoppers.*

SETTLERS ARE RATIONED.—In the Department of the Missouri, which
included the territory of Colorado, 591,990 rations were issued by the Sec-
retary of War to 64,440 persons; in the Department of Dakota the number
was 283,996 rations to 13,869 persons, and in the Department of the Platte,
1,081,122 rations were issued to 29,226 persons. Besides the food 10,000
army overcoats, 4,000 uniform sack coats, 15,000 pairs of shoes, 4,000 pairs
of boots, 4,000 hats and caps and 9,000 blankets were, to quote the report,
“divided among the naked.” Utter destitution followed in the wake of the
locusts, which descended in great swarms upon an already impoverished
pioneer population on the newly settled plains.

Locusts CoME AcaiN.—Disappointment was in store for those who
believed there would be no return of the locusts in 1876. With the opening
of spring, reports began to come in, indicating another invasion. “Myriads
of grasshoppers are being incubated on the barren summit of Table Moun-
tain overlooking the town of Golden.” ‘“The farmers are plowing along the
line of the Platte Ditch and turning up millions of grasshoppers in
embryo.” Such were the reports presaging trouble for the farmer. In March
a committee, composed of William D. Arnett and M. E. Everett, went to
eastern Kansas to solicit seed, many Colorado farmers being destitute and
having no seed to plant, nor money with which to buy it. This committee
was duly accredited by Governor Routt and, while there is no public record
of results, it is to be assumed that the farmers to whom appeal was made
responded liberally.

Central and western Kansas certainly had nothing to offer either of
seed, money or food, for destitution was the rule among the plains farmers
in 1875. Every conceivable avenue of earning was invaded by the settlers
to keep body and soul together. Bleached bones of the bison, slaughtered in
years gone by, now proved a source of income along the line of the Kansas

*Rocky Mountain Locust—The so-called Rocky Mountain Locust or grass-
hopper (Melanoplus spretus), which caused such consternation to the early
settlers of the western United States and Canada in the early 60's and through
the 70’s, is probably a menace of the past so far as its migrations in great
swarms are concerned. Its depredations covered an area from eastern Oregon
to western Iowa, and from Manitoba to Texas, and included high mountain
areas at least to 12,000 feet, The earliest records of this locust in Colorado
are for 1864. Later, extensive flights occurred in 1866, 1874, 1875 and 1876.
Usually injuries to crops were most serious in those years immediately fol-
lowing the arrival of the swarms because of the large numbers of eggs that
were deposited to hatch the following spring. _The permanent breeding grounds
were in the mountainous areas and the migrations were nearly always eastward
and usually in a southeasterly direction. The adults would take wing and go
in search of food, when the food supply on their breeding grounds In the
mountainous areas became exhaused. The typical long-winged migratory
locust (Melanoplus spretus) has become practically extinct, no flights of im-
portance having occurred for many years, the last important flight in Colorado
being recorded in 1876. There is considerable reason to believe that M. spretus
was only a long-winged variety of our common and ever-present Lesser
Migratory Locust (M. atlanis). No longer do we fear the devastating swarms
of spretus.—C. P. Gillette, State Entomologist.
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Pacific, in western Kansas and eastern Colorado. Contractors paid $5 a
wagonload for bones and a bone picker could make an average of $1 a day
by traveling over the prairie and collecting skeletons which were shipped
to the button and fertilizer factories. So the Colorado Seed Committee no
doubt had to go to the Missouri River to carry out their mission.

Crops Lookxep Proarrsing.—Rainfall during the spring of 1876 had
been ample and there was hope of a plentiful harvest. A crop report
appearing in the Rocky Mountain News of June 23 reflected the outlook

as follows:

The grasshoppers have almost disappeared—nobody seems to know when or in
what manner. The streams are full of water and consequently the irrigation ditches
have a full supply. Owing to fear of the grasshopper plague, a great share of the farm
land already plowed was not planted. This has been partially remedied by planting
later crops, but still many fields are yet idle. This will insure better prices to those
who have crops, but it would have been immensely better for the territory if every
acre of plowed land was now in tillage. For two years past, Colorado has been
drained of money for wheat, barley, oats and corn brought from the East, and that is
the main cause of our present universal poverty. Farmers especially, have suffered
because they were producing nothing and had to purchase farm products from Kansas,
Nebraska, Towa and Missouri for their own subsistence. Now when crops shall be
harvested, consumers will purchase from home farmers and the money will be meas-
urably kept in circulation among our own people. There is also abundant growth of
grass. Hay will be plenty and cheap. Pasturage will be good until next season. The
unusual rains in May caused a luxuriant growth and now it is rapidly ripening and
curing on the high plains and hills. This insures good winter feed for cattle, sheep
and horses. There are a few localities where drouth has prevailed and the grass is
poor but they are few and of limited extent. The cattle drive from Texas north this
season will be from 325,000 to 350,000 head, a portion of which will naturally come to
Colorado.

Lige A TorNapo.—There was no serfous damage from the locusts that

had hatched out in the state, but, like a destructive tornado, unforeseen
and impossible to forecast, came another visitation of the insects from the
desert wastes of the Northwest. The first swarms reached the Platte Valley
on August 2nd and these were followed by two other migrations, which
left the ground bare wherever the insects settled to feed. They swarmed
over Denver, and a contemporary account says: “At noon they looked like
snowflakes in sunshine, filling the air thickly as far as the eye could reach.
In the evening they literally covered walls, fences and pavements. Corn
was stripped to the bare stalk. The trees were loaded with them. All kinds
of garden vegetables were devoured rapidly and lawns and grass plats
suffered visibly.”

The superintendent of the Denver City Water Company issued an order
allowing “parties having irrigating license to use water at any hour of the
day or night for three days from date, if necessary on account of grass-
hoppers.” Water was run in the irrigating ditches around tle ﬁeld; and
over them to protect vegetation. Two days later practically no hoppers
remained, reports indicating that they flew south at a great height and
that “the Platte Valley is scourged in places for 75 miles from below
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Evans up to the mountains.” The second migration occurred on August 8
and, while few of the hoppers alighted around Denver, everything in the
valley having been cleaned up, the foothills country was not so fortunate.

A DeraiLep DescrirrioN.—A detailed description is left us by the
Central City Register, that town having experienced direct contact with
a migratory swarm, its location amid towering mountains offering unusually
favorable opportunity for observation.

“As the sun reached the meridian today,” said the Register, “countless millions of
grasshoppers were seen in the air while the atmosphere for miles high was literally
crammed with them. They sailed by under the pressure of a light east wind in vast
billowy clouds, the lower strata falling in a ceaseless shower on the ground, covering
the streets, sidewalks, the exterior of buildings, jumping, crawling, crunched by every
passing foot, filling the eyes and ears, and covering the garments of pedestrians, swarm-
ing everywhere in irrepressible currents. Looking toward the sun, every inch of space
was filled with them as far as the vision extended. In fact, it seemed as if the whole
universe was one whole vast-moving tide of grasshoppers and that universal destruction
of vegetation marked their track.”

Mountain sides around Central City were covered “as thick as rain
drops in a hard shower.”

Mexico and California had experienced similar visitations, though on
a smaller scale, in earlier years. Utah had been invaded, first by crickets,
then by grasshoppers. The first visitation was that of the Mormon cricket.
This insect proved as devastating as the locust, but the crickets hopped
and did not fly. Flocks of gulls from Great Salt Lake drove out the
insects. The Mormon pioneers, ascribing this timely intervention of the
birds to Providence, erected a monument to the gulls.* Colorado had no
such fortunate aid from Heaven as that given the Latter Day Saints, but
the pioneers were aroused and they gave thought and time to devising
means of combating the locusts. In this they were joined by other western
states. The Governor of Minnesota called a conference of governors to
discuss grasshopper control. Colorado did not send a representative to
the conference, but its deliberations were watched. People were skeptical
concerning resort to political aid. The Greeley Tribune remarked, sar-
castically, that the governors would probably discuss the subject “around
dinner tables where wine will be plentiful, and they will probably favor
the plan of catching the birds.”

Hoprpers FrozZEN IN SNoWBANKS.—Throughout the summer and fall
locust damage was a subject of general discussion. On October 11 the
Rocky Mountain News said: “Reports from the mountains say that the
snowbanks on the summit of the range are covered with dead grasshoppers
to the extent of many thousands of bushels. Their decay has been so great
that the air is filled with the fetid odor which they exhale. It is supposed

*Bancroft’s History of Utah, p. 281, Vol. XXV], states that grasshoppers
followed the Mormon crickets, adding variety to the diet of the gulls.
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that in crossing they flew against the drifts and became chilled beyond the
power of locomotion, thus falling a victim of old Jack Frost.”

Damage seemed to have extended throughout the settled sections along
the front range of the Rocky Mountains. From Colorado Springs came this
report: ‘“The festive hopper has come and gone, but fearful devastation
has marked his progress through southern Colorado. From this point down
the beautifully cultivated Fontaine Valley hardly a vestige of vegetation
was left.”

A GrASSHOPPER APPROPRIATION.—In his message to the First General
Assembly of the State of Colorado under date of November 7, 1876, Gov-
ernor John L. Routt urged a reasonable appropriation, “to be expended as
your honorable body may direct, in the investigation of the history, haunts,
and means of exterminating this insect and also that you by statute pro-
hibit the destruction of insectiverous birds.”

While no appropriation was made for this purpose, the legislature did
pass a stringent law for the protection of insectiverous birds and discussed
seriously a measure providing a bounty on hoppers. The bounty bill, which
was killed, would have given county commissioners power to levy a tax
and pay a bounty for each bushel or pound of grasshoppers, or each pound
of grasshopper eggs destroyed. Claimants of the bounty were to be required
to bring their kill to the office of the county clerk, or the nearest justice of
the peace, where it was to be weighed or measured, whereupon they were
to receive a certificate entitling them to the bounty, after making oath that
the kill was made within the county limits.

Price or Hopper ScaLps.—Facetious editorial comment from the
Rocky Mountain News was that the price of scalps be not fixed so high as
to encourage propagation rather than extinction of the hoppers. “A fair
price for a full bushel” was the motto recommended.

Not only the state and the West, but the country at large was interested
in the locust migrations which had worked such havoc with agriculture
in the region bordering the Rocky Mountains. The United States Geolog-
ical Survey under Professor ¥. V. Hayden, gave especial attention to what
was called the Locust Plague in its report for 1875 and ’76. Dr. A. S.
Packard, Jr., of Salem, Mass., was the member of Hayden’s staff who was
assigned to investigate locust damage. Among other interesting observations
gleaned from Dr. Packard’s report was this: “It has been sufficiently
shown that a swarm of locusts observed by Professor Robinson, near the
entrance to Boulder Canon, Colorado, traveled a distance of about 600
miles to eastern Kansas and Missouri.” According to Packard, this swarm
may have come from some part of Wyoming 200 or 300 miles north of
here. “We should imitate on a grand scale the usage of the ancient Egyp-
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tians under Pharaoh, who laid up in times of unusual harvests, stores of
grain for times of famine,” read the Packard report.* It was suggested
that use be made of the United States Signal Service (now the Weather
Bureau) in reporting the movement of locusts. It was recommended also
that the various states appoint entomologists to co-operate with the federal
government and with a United States Commission of Entomologists to
investigate and issue bulletins of warning and suggest remedial measures.

ConGrEss CrREATES CoMMIssioN.—Such a commission was created by
Congress early in 1877 and an appropriation of $18,000 was made for the
purpose of carrying on the work outlined in the act. Dr. Packard was
placed on this commission with Professor C. V. Riley, state entomologist
of Missouri, and Professor Cyrus Thomas, state entomologist of Ilinois.
On April 18, 1877, the first bulletin was issued by the commission. Among
the recommendations made for combating locusts were the following: Plow
under the eggs at hatching time, plant early ripening corn, plant more
leguminous and tuberous crops, use kerosene for killing the hoppers, dig
ditches as barriers to the movement of the insects and in irrigated sections,
cover the bottom of these ditches with water.

Many Devices IN Use.—Many devices were being used by the farmers
in the effort to save their crops. A description was given by the commission
of a horse-drawn burner invented by J. Hetzel of Longmont. This machine
was 12 feet long and 2 to 214 feet wide, made of iron and set on runners
4 inches high. It was, in reality, a fire box covered with an open grate and
burning pitch pine wood. The grate was made by a network of heavy wire.
It was stated that two men and a team could burn 10 to 12 acres a day
and kill two-thirds of the insects. Though recommended for trial by the
commission, the machine was not in favor in Colorado, having been found
impractical. The recommendations closed with the statement that chickens,
turkeys, hogs and birds should be used for combating the pests.

The commission served its purpose and Professor Riley’s prophecy,
made in a report to Governor Anthony of Kansas, May 16, 1877, was
fulfilled. He said, “When the locust scourge is fully understood and
farmers unite in determined efforts to counteract it, it will cease to be so
much of a bugbear, and no longer interfere with the settlement of the beau-
tiful and productive western plains, which it visits at regular intervals.”

A CROSS SECTION OF PIONEER LIFE

There was much of the dramatic in the life that the early settlers lived.
There was danger from Indians, at times, and there were hardships due

*The Pueblo Indians, a pastoral people who inhabited Southwest Colorado
and the adjacent region for centuries, followed the Egyptian practice, storing
grain in seasons of plenty for the inevitable dry year. (See chapter on Irri-
gation, this volume.)
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land, without emphasizing what has too frequently been viewed as the
important thing in pioneering, namely, the occasional brawl, the rare dis-
order in the community, or the calamity that struck down this or that one.
Fifty years after the first events in an agricultural record of statehood days
the average man is in far greater daily risk of life and limb than he was
when Colorado became one of the great sisterhood of states.

FroM StTUrRDY StOoCK.—It was the sturdy stock that descended from
our first New England settlers that came on in a perfect flood tide of immi-
gration; the sons and daughters of those who had first gone west of the
Alleghenies and into the Ohio and Mississippi valleys. The nativity of
the Colorado pioneers, as shown by the census of 1860, was truly Ameri-
can. The state’s population, according to that census, was 34,277 and
their nativity by states was: Ohio, 4,125; New York, 3,942; Illinois,
3,620; Missouri, 3,312; Indiana, 2,587; a total of 31,611 of American
birth with 2,666 foreigners. The census did not include Indians. A large
proportion of those listed as foreigners were of Mexican origin.

The new Colorado citizens came from the English, Scotch-Irish, Dutch
and German stock that settled the original thirteen states. Influx directly
from abroad did not become appreciable until after the close of the Civil
War and it was inconsiderable even then when compared to the foreign
settlement of Nebraska, the Dakotas and Minnesota.

Puritans AT HearT.—The pioneers who built the state were at heart
Puritans, men and women who loved the church and who held the Bible
sacred, who led moral and upright lives, who succeded in writing into the
charters of some of our colony settlements the fundamental prohibition
against strong drink and whose influence later backed up the Drake local
option law, followed by state prohibition, and who helped finally to put
Colorado on record for the Eighteenth Amendment.

How is it, some may have asked, that Colorado, with a reputation for
looseness in its early days, always stood strongly for moral reforms, when
the question was brought home to the people? An answer superficially
given would be, because of reaction from the extreme of border lawlessness.
But the true answer is that lawlessness cropped out in spots, in the mining
camps, in the larger cities, and in the cow towns, but that the great body
of the people in town and country came of old American stock, traditionally
sound in morals, true to the principles of the Christian religion and pur-
itanical in tendency, rather than the reverse. Rural Colorado, from the
beginning, furnished the essence of this sentiment, which became manifest
in legislation and in reform movements.

LotTeriEs WERE PopuLarR.—There was a time, however, when even
the rural districts were wavering along one line and that was a form of
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gambling which had a widespread vogue late in the seventies and in the
early eighties of the nineteenth century. This was a plain case of corrup-
tion, beginning at the head of government, when the Louisiana lottery was
sanctioned by its own state and permitted to operate branches, often with
legislative sanction, in many other states.

Louisiana’s bad example was followed by several other states, Ken-
tucky among them, figuring prominently in the advertising of Colorado
newspapers in the first year of statehood. Colorado was fertile ground for
games of chance, as gambling was a common vice, unmolested by law and
in some circles sanctioned by custom. So it was that farmers and ranch-
men, too, were prone to take a chance, and many a dollar went for lottery
tickets, the investor, like the promoter of the game, finding conscience salve
in the theory that the end justifies the means. The Kentucky Cash Distribu-
tion Company was a lottery that, next to the infamous Louisiana State Lot-
tery, drew much cash from the rural people of Colorado. This company was
authorized by act of the Kentucky legislature to raise money for the benefit
of the public schools of Frankfort. Its chief officer was an ex-governor of
Kentucky. Its Colorado advertisements announced that a drawing would
be held August 31, 1876, at which $600,000 would be distributed, with
a grand prize of $100,000, and other prizes ranging from $50,000, $25,000,
$20,000, $10,000, $5,000 (one each of these big sums), down to smaller
sums, to a total of 11,156 gifts. Tickets were offered at $12 each with
split tickets of various fractions at relative prices. Registered letter or
express draft or postoffice money order “were accepted in payment of
tickets.”

Just about this time a fake concern known as the Wyoming State Lot-
tery, which had never held a drawing, was trapped by the law in the East,
and Congress was appealed to to close the United States mails to all lot-
teries, including what at that time were designated as the “legitimate”
schemes, such as the Louisiana and Kentucky lotteries. While Congress
barred these gambling schemes from the mails, they continued to flourish
ten years longer by resort to express orders for remittances, with a resultant
constant drain on the pocket, as well as the morality of Colorado’s citizens,
and very infrequent returns in winnings that occasionally went to an indi-
vidual here and there. There was in operation a private lottery which had
adopted the name “Colorado State Lottery,” but which had no official sanc-
tion or backing.

FIGURES ON THE COST OF LIVING

Some idea of economic conditions in the year of statehood may be
gained from a glance at current market reports.
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American fat cattle were quoted 334 to 4c; Texas fat steers, 214 to
334c; American milk cows, $25 to $40; Texas milk cows, $15 to 3$20;
horses, $100 to $200; ponies, $50 to $100; fat sheep, $2.50 to $3.00;
Mexican stocker sheep, $2.50 to $2.75; grade sheep, $3.00 to $4.00.

Hay was selling $16.00 to $20.00 a ton; oats, $1.85 to $2.00 cwt.;
corn, $1.45 to $1.50 cwt.; wheat, $2.50 to $3.00.

Prices at retail of necessities on the Denver market, which was a fair
gauge for other towns and cities, were: Beef, 8c to 10c a pound; mutton,
10c to 12¢; poultry, 15c¢ to 20c; bacon and ham, 15¢ to 20c; potatoes, 1%4¢
to 2c; cabbage, 2c to 3c; butter, 30c to 40c a pound; eggs, 30c to 40c a
dozen; flour, $3.50 to $4.50 cwt.; coal, $4.00 to $5.50 a ton; wood, $6.00
to $8.00 a cord.

The farmer or ranchman in the valleys who contemplated building
could buy brick at $5.00 to $7.00 per thousand at the kiln, lumber at
$18 to $20 per thousand for common and $32 to $40 for dressed, while
shingles were selling $4 per thousand.

ComMparisoN WitH ’59.—Contrasting these prices with the cost of ne-
cessities in 1859, it was clear that economic conditions had improved won-
derfully. In ’59 $100 a thousand feet was the ordinary price for rough
lumber, shingles were scarce and proportionately high, while shingle nails
cost $1 per pound. Flour ranged from $20 to $40 a hundred, while the
“four favorite staffs of life, sugar and coffee, tobacco and whisky, were
at times almost worth their weight in gold dust.”

The last quotation is from a review of the early day history of the
Pike’s Peak settlement given by Prof. O. J. Goldrick, at Denver’s Fourth of
July celebration in 1876. Goldrick was superintendent of schools and a
Fifty-niner. The fact that there were only three white women in ‘“this
cheerless country” during the first year of Denver’s history, probably
accounts for Goldrick’s mention of sugar, coffee, tobacco and whisky as
staffs of life. In that early day, flour was a scarce commodity, for Henry
Ritze and Co., Denver’s first bakers, carried this legend on their sign:
“Gold dust, flour, dried apples, etc., taken in exchange for bread and
pies.” So the farmer in 76 considered himself well advanced over the
newly-arrived immigrant of ’59, who had to rely for sustenance upon game
and such supplies as could be brought in by covered wagon.

SnmarLl Frurrs AND VEGETABLES.—Gardeners in the Clear Creek Val-
ley between Denver and Golden and the Union colonists at Greeley, found
small fruits and vegetables a ready source of income. From Greeley came
the information that J. F. Sanborn, on the Eldridge place west of town,
had two and one-half acres in strawberries from which he made sales on
the local market and also shipments to Cheyenne. He also grew black-

.
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berries and raspberries. The statement was made in the Tribune that
enough strawberries were raised around Greeley to nearly supply the home
demand. Hotel and family tables at Cheyenne were supplied with lettuce
from Denver hot houses in May “for which luxury alone they pay on an
average of $700 a month,” according to the Rocky Mountain News. Denver
also supplied the Wyoming capital with cut flowers.

Crop conditions in the early summer of ’76 indicated that the rainfall
had been more than ample, for it was one of the wet years which so often
fooled the early settlers into a belief that farming could be successfully
carried on without irrigation or special methods of cultivation so necessary
in a semi-arid climate. It was in 76 that Cherry Creek went on its most
destructive rampage since the memorable flood of ’64. Much damage was
done not only in Denver, but to the farms and ranches up Cherry Creek
and up the Platte and Clear Creek. In Denver the recorded rainfall for
a period of 29 hours on May 21 and 22, was 6.70 inches.

Foop ProbuctioN CONSIDERED.—Serious thought was being given to
food production. The only staple food besides meat that was being pro-
duced and manufactured in Colorado in sufficient quantity to meet home
needs was flour, and that was true up to 1873. In 1874 both wheat and
flour were again imported, as had been done in the first five years of settle-
ment. An estimate of produce brought into Colorado during 1874, with
cost and freight, was made by The Rocky Mountain News (February 3,
1875), based on figures obtained from Mayor Barker of Denver and some
of the leading merchants.

Produce was coming from both east and west, California and Utah
shipping onions, cabbage and barley. Butter and eggs came from eastern
Kansas and Nebraska. The figures show a lagging agriculture, due to two
causes, namely: the plague of grasshoppers and the fact that attention was
concentrated on the range industry. On most of the cattle and sheep
ranches no attempt was made to supply even the home demand for milk,
eggs and vegetables. Following is a tabulation of the imports of food and
feed:

MuceH Was SHIpPED IN.—Produce brought to Colorado during 1874:

133 cars of potatoes at 250 a car. ... ... .o ... e e, $ 33,250
Freight on same ....ooiiuiiiiii i e 34,713
Eight cars of onions at $300 a car.......... ... i it 2,400
Freight on same from California............ .. ................... RN 3,838
6 cars cabbages from California at $300 each. ... ... ... . i 1,800
Freight on same ... o 2916
3 cars cabbages from Salt Lake....... ... .. . . 1;050
Freight on same ... ..o 783
80 cars barley from California. ... .. ... ... ... . . . 21,600
Freight on same.... ..o i 24,000
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1,200 cars oats, corn and chop, cost and freight............................. 520,000
SO cars meal, cost and freight. ... ... ..ot i e 25,000
50 cars wheat, cost and freight...... ... ve oo, 22,000
Flour imported, cost and freight..............0o i, 50,000
200,000 pounds butter at 30C. ... ...out it 60,000
225,000 dozen eggs at 30C. .t uut vttt e e 67,500

The News added to the estimate some miscellaneous items, which ran
the total up to $1,300,000 and then commented as follows:

“More land must be brought under cultivation and all branches of
husbandry must be stimulated and improved. We say kindly but earnestly
that the farmers and husbandmen of Colorado are not doing all they might
do to avert this outward flow of money for produce and retain it at home.”

The cost of transportation, often exceeding that of the product itself,
is still a factor in Colorado’s economic situation.

It will be noted that over half the value of imports was for oats and
corn chop used for feed. Much of this went to the mining camps for work
horses; some also for use in the City of Denver, where the work horse was
the beast of burden and the carriage horse the motive power for pleasure
vehicles.

WARNING AGAINST LAND BOOMS

The state’s agricultural progress was slow but sound from the very
beginning. Light average rainfall and its great seasonal variation were
discouraging factors. Few of the pioneers had a clear vision of what was
in store for the farmer in future, either through irrigation or through the
application of what were later termed dry-farming methods. As early as the
year of Colorado’s admission to statehood, conservative men were already
sounding a warning calculated to discourage land settlement by the inex-
perienced and the poor. The land boomer painted a rosy picture of the
possibilities, but men who came early and tried farming found that, even
in years when locust damage was slight, it was not an attractive calling for
the indolent, or for the man of limited resources. Yields under irrigation
were astonishingly large, when compared with farming “back east’; never-
theless, the farmer realized that he got results only at a cost of great effort
in labor and outlay, and that he could leave nothing to chance in a country
where the average precipitation was about one-third of that to which he
had been accustomed. So it was that J. Max Clark, a Union Colonist of
Greeley, faced conditions openly and told prospective settlers the truth
about Colorado. In doing that he offset not only the optimistic statements
of the land boomer, but also the discouraging stories that were taken back
to the States by the army of “go-backs”—the unfortunates who came, tried,
failed and returned to the Mississippi or Ohio valleys, broken in purse
and spirit. There were many such who uttered the warning, “Stay away
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from Colorado.” The truth about Colorado’s agricultural status, particu-
larly that portion in which irrigation was being developed, was given in

a statement of J. Max Clark, as follows:

No government lands can be obtained under any good irrigating ditch in Colorado
and men with small means and large families are advised not to come here.

Farm laborers receive from $25 to $50 per month and board, and steady industrious
young men can generally obtain employment during about eight months in the year.

Men of moderate means, say from $2,000 to $5,000 can, I think, make a better
profit on their capital here at farming or stock raising than in any of the older states.
I am speaking now of men accustomed to the business, for 1 know of no state in the
Union offering fewer inducements to beginners in agriculture.

Improved 80 acres of land can be bought for from $1,000 to $2,000. Forty-acre
tracts in proportion—buildings generally insignificant. More depends on the quality
of the soil than on the value of the improvements, and unimproved lands accessible
to water and well adapted to irrigation, bear about the same price as cultivated farms.

FAIRS SHOW DEVELOPMENT

TrE Far or 1876.—A review of the fair held at Denver in 1876
affords a good cross section of agricultural development at the time of state-
hood. A contemporary account tells us of its success as follows:

In the agricultural department, the display of vegetable growth is extensive and
well selected. The Clear Creek Valley Grange has on exhibition a large amount of all
varieties of produce among which are mammoth squashes, beets, potatoes and melons,
besides some freshly cut grass measuring over six feet in height. The El Paso Cheese
Company shows enough of that article to surfeit the whole state. Besides the articles
3lentioned there are jellies, apples, pears, and all other farm products in great abun-

ance.

Tvypes oF IMPLEMENTS.—The type of agricultural implements in use

at the time is shown by the exhibits, which included Rock Island plows,
Walter A. Wood harvesters, reapers and mowers, J. J. Case’s steam
thresher, Bain wagons, as well as hay presses, grain drills, sulky hay rakes
and other horse-drawn riding implements. These implements were lined
up for display and a street parade of them attracted much attention. There
was a display of Colorado fruit, with W. A. Helm of Canon City carrying
off the honors,

In THE L1vEstock SECTION.—In the livestock section J. S. Maynard,
a pioneer breeder of Carr, in Weld County, won first premium for best
Shorthorn bull on Sunrise. This premium was a silver cup. First honors
on dairy cattle went to S. H. Southworth on best sire in the aged class, the
winning animal being Taylor’s Duke, an Ayrshire bull, with J. E. Ayres
a close second on Lord Sterling, a Jersey bull. H. G. Wolf received first
premium in the aged sire class on Monarch, a Jersey bull.

Frrst PREMIUM ON BUTTER.—In dairy products J. D. Adams of Liv-
ermore, Larimer County, won first premium on tub of butter made in
May or June, while second premium went to Mrs. H. D. Sherman of
Evans. The exhibit comprised a twenty-five-pound tub or package. Smith
Brothers of Denver won first and W. B. Alford second on September butter.

CoLoraD0-MADE CHEESE.—Another classification in this line was
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“three or more Colorado-made cheese not less than fifty pounds made by
a farmer.” R. A. Strain was the winner. On factory cheese the winner
was G. R. Gwillim of the El Paso Cheese Company.

Other premiums included “best sack Colorado-made flour,” George W.
Siegler; native plums, W. A. Helm, Canon City; best dressed buffalo robe
dressed in Colorado by white man, $10 in gold to W. A. Price, Colorado
Springs. Collection of Colorado-dressed furs and Colorado-made fur
gloves, W. A. Price, Colorado Springs.

The classification list included under horses, Thoroughbred roadsters,
horses of all work, draft horses, saddle horses, carriage teams, and single
driving horses. In cattle there were Shorthorns, Ayrshires, Jerseys and
grades and crossbreds. In sheep the classification included fine-wool, long-
wool and grades. There was also a class for best herd of cattle open to all
breeds.

Poultry was well represented in the list of awards with these familiar
breed names: Brahmas, Cochins, White Leghorns, Silver Spangled Ham-
burgs, Bantams, Bronze turkeys, White turkeys, Plymouth Rock hens and
Black Spanish hens.

No NeEp oF Ropeo.—The fair of 1876 had no need of rodeo, for the
Wild West was all around and the effort was directed toward getting away
from the influences of border sports, rather than encouraging what was
then the routine of the day on the ranch. Still there was one attraction on
this first state fair program which might be classed as a Wild West event.

It was advertised as a race between a fleet-footed darky from Pueblo
and “Spotted Tail,” a trotting steer, the negro to make his run on all-
fours. Interest was keyed to a high pitch as the darky, grinning and con-
fident, stepped out upon the course. However, his confidence and that of
his backers was momentary, for “Spotted Tail” was off like a flash before
the negro got ‘“set.” After this burlesque “Spotted Tail” and “Sitting
Bull,” both steers, furnished fun for the crowd in a race against time.

BourpEr CounNty Famr.—The third fair of The Boulder County
Industrial Association in 1876 was held a short time before the Denver
state fair. The exhibits there included one made by Lower Boulder Grange
Number 15, who had “a good display of grains and vegetables, one exhib-
itor sending thirty-one varieties.”

The Northern Colorado Agricultural Society bought an 80-acre tract
for fair grounds in 1871 at Longmont and began to hold annual fairs soon
thereafter.

SacuacHE Famr 1N ’77.—Saguache County held its first fair October
18, 19 and 20, 1877, some months after organizing an agricultural society
and acquiring a tract of land for fair purposes. In the records of this first
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Bullion ... $ 7,913,411
Cattle ... 2,233,200
Wheat ..o 1,837,500
Other agricultural products ................ ... ... ... ... 775,000
Hay .o, 1,250,000
Coal oo 1,005,385
Wool, hides, etc. ....... o 1,340,000
Manufactured products ............. it 5,838,209

Total oo $22,252,705

Adding cattle, wheat, “other agricultural products,” hay, wool and
hides, sums up $7,435,700, leaving $477,711 in favor of bullion, which
represents gold, silver ore and base metal bullion shipped. An analysis of
the early agricultural estimates making up these totals indicates a wheat
yield of 1,750,000 bushels at an average price of $1.05 per bushel; this
was the product of 70,000 acres averaging 25 bushels per acre. Corn was
estimated at 250,000 bushels, valued at $187,500 and grown largely along
the Arkansas and its tributaries; oats, 125,000 bushels, valued at $75,000;
barley, 200,000 bushels, valued at $150,000; potatoes, 325,000 bushels,
valued at $262,500, dairy and garden products, $100,000; hay, 100,000
tons, valued at $1,250,000.

The extent of the livestock industry is best given in the total figure for
the year’s shipments estimated at $2,233,200. The market value of the
wool aggregated $900,000. Hides were estimated at $250,000, tallow
$30,000, sheep pelts at $150,000, furs $10,000—an aggregate from these
sources of $1,340,000. This did not include horses and mules nor articles
of manufacture from agricultural products. Agriculture seemed to be more
than holding its own, having fully recovered from the depressing effects
of the grasshopper years and the nation-wide business depression.

WHERE SABBATH QUIET PREVAILED

That all mining camps and settlements were not of the wild and woolly
type is evident from travel letters which were a feature of the newspapers
about the time Colorado became a state. Rapid progress was being made
in the development of the outlying regions. Irom Hahn’s Peak, Routt
County, under date of July 20, 1877, a correspondent wrote:

One can but admire the excellent order prevailing here. The Sabbath is as quiet
as that of a village in New England. The men are sober, intelligent gentlemen and
on Sunday dress-up and go to church, whether they have a minister or not. The hour
of worship is sacredly observed and a prayer meeting of half an hour is held from
7:30 to 8§ o'clock in the evening. We have not seen, nor smelled, nor tasted liquor
since we came here and, not being of the dry kind, it has been a luxury to see in these
wilds a community that is sober, industrious and prosperous.

John V. Farwell of Chicago was interested in the development of that
region. The International Company was spending $60,000 on the ditch
or flume one mile long, with a tunnel of 110 feet. An iron pipe line one
mile long, carrying two thousand inches of water, was being constructed.
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Two saw mills were in operation, cutting lumber to build houses. The
correspondent reported that the flour, potatoes and fruits used in the new
community came chiefly from Utah. ‘

By Way or ConNTRAST.—In contrast to the peaceful Sabbath at Hahn'’s
Peak is the description of everyday life at Lake City, written as of August
15, 1877, as follows:

The saloons, although required to pay a license of $500 a year each, are the most
largely represented of any one brand of traffic and if all the villainous whisky and stale
beer held in solution by these resorts could be poured into one liquid mass it would
form a reservoir large enough to float the Great Eastern. And yet these establish-
ments do a swimming trade, the receipts of many averaging $100 to $200 a day. It
costs something to live here. Flour retails at $12 to $15; hams and bacons, 25 to 30
cents; coffee, 45 to 50 cents; butter, 50 cents; potatoes, red, 8 to 10 cents; wild hay,
the great proportion of which is brought from the main valley of the Gunnison, sixty
miles away, ranges from $80 to $100 a ton. Milk, owing to the active competition
of the milk peddlers, is about as cheap as at Pueblo or Denver and retails at 20 or
25 cents a gallon.

Utes SticL 1N SouTHWEST.—The Ute Indians were still in possession
of the valleys in the San Juan country at this time (1877), but the
upland on the borders of the reservation was being farmed, as is apparent
from one of the travel letters quoted herewith:

Correspondence to the Rocky Mountain News, Lake City, May 26, 1877: Seven
or eight miles before reaching Lake City, the road leaves the reservation and from there
up, the valley and bench land is all claimed up. Much of this is fenced and consid-
erable quantities plowed and planted to grain and vegetables. Water for irrigation
is obtained from the little streams that come down from the mountains on right and
left. A few patches of ground were cultivated last year and produced good crops.
There are also a number of milk ranches that supply the people of Lake and the
neighboring mines.

Saguache, June 13, 1877: (Route up Saguache Creek over Cochetopa): The land
is all occupied by farins and mostly planted, or being planted to wheat, oats, peas, etc.
The Mexican plan of irrigation is followed and it is much more perfect and system-
atic than ours in northern Colorado. The farms are now generally fenced. * * * It
is estimated that ten thousand head of cattle and 800,000 sheep are in the country
tributary to Pagosa Springs. Most of the sheep are owned in New Mexico.

Hap ArL THE Luxuries.—That life was worth living in the San Juan
country in those days is apparent from another letter by the same corre-
spondent, who says:

To show progress of epicurean civilization 200 miles from the nearest railway and
over three ranges of mountains still buried in snow at the beginning of summer. Sunday
dinner at the Avenue Dining Room, Lake City, May 27, 1877: Soup Julienne, Meats—
Roast beef, roast veal, roast pork with apple sauce, small ribs of beef, corned beef,
boiled tongue, boiled ham. Entrees—Baked ham, braised mountain trout, pinapple
fritters. Vegetables—New York browned potatoes, sweet corn, tomatoes. Dessert—
Mince pie, lemon meringue pie, strawberry meringue, brandy jelly, sherry wine jelly,
orange jelly, Boston cream puffs, assorted cakes, lemon ice cream, tea and coffee.

PioNEER FarRMERS’ PrcNics.—Farmers’ picnics in pioneer days were
pleasurable events. A favorite gathering place for those living along the
Platte above Denver was the McBroom ranch on Bear Creek. The usual
picnic day was the Fourth of July. Instead of, as now, each family seeking
its own picnic spot and getting away as far as the automobile can take
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them from home and neighbors, it was the habit in early days for whole
neighborhoods to gather at one farm or ranch for the Fourth of July cele-
bration. Town folks, too, attended these country picnics. The program
would always include patriotic speeches. The McBroom cabin, around
which the Platte River and Bear Creek farmers and ranchers were in the
habit of gathering for picnics in the late sixties and early seventies, has
been preserved as a memorial by the State Historical Society. It has been
moved from its original location near Fort Logan to a beautiful spot in
Turkey Creek Canon.

John McBroom staked out a claim on Bear Creek in 1859 and built the
cabin and began irrigating crops under what is now known as Water Right
No. 1, the first decree on Bear Creek. The Colorado Magazine of May,
1926, contained an interesting account of these early day pioneer picnics
by Albert B. Sanford, curator of the State Historical Society.

SanrorDp DescriBes Pienic.—Sanford was a nephew of John
McBroom, and as a boy attended some of these picnics. He writes:

The settlement of what was known as the Upper Platte from Denver to the canon
and Bear Creek Valley from present Morrison to the river began in 1860, although
some land claims were made during the summer of 1859. * * * For many years fol-
lowing this period, McBroom’s Grove was popular for neighborhood picnics and
finally by common consent became the official grounds for Fourth of July celebrations.
Some dozen or fifteen well-proportioned cottonwoods from three to five feet in
diameter, shaded an acre of grassy land. Bear Creek, then a much larger stream,
was but a few rods away in its winding course to the river, a half-mile distant.

Of several celebrations of the Fourth, one seems to have left particular impressions
on the mind of the writer. “Uncle John,” as McBroom was affectionately called by
every youngster for miles around, had spent days in preparation for the event by
raking the ground, and putting up tables, benches, and other conveniences. About
mid-forencon of the great day, country people began to arrive in farm wagons. A
few were provided with “spring seats,” but miore with cross boards for drivers and
youngsters, and chairs secured with straps or ropes for the older folks.

McBroom welcomed each and all—directing where to “unhitch” and piloting the
way for “women folks” to the tables where baskets and boxes of everything good
to eat were piled up. By noon some specially invited guests had arrived “from town”
and all were ready to feast. Then the motherly Cynthias and Mollies were busy dis-
tributing fried chicken, roast turkey, home-made bread and butter with other sub-
stantials. Later there were pies and cakes, jellies and jams of a half-dozen varieties
of wild fruits, while in the necarby cabin, McBroom had a wash boiler brim full of
hot coffec—*just his part of the treat”—as he expressed it.

It was a time and place for visiting among women friends whose ranch homes were
far apart. If among the men there had been disputes over division fences or irrigating
ditches, all were forgotten in a very atmosphere of good fellowship.

Dear old Father Dyer, the snowshoe preacher from the Tarryall Diggings, was
there, the honor guest of all, We remember how every head was reverently bowed, as
this pioneer soldier of the Cross invoked divine blessing on the assembly. Judge
Ames read the Declaration of Independence and Judge H. P. Bennet followed with a
speech of great eloquence on what the Fourth of July meant to the American people,
and, pointing to the old flag suspended between two great trees, said: “And it will not
be long until another star will be added to that field of blue—the Star of Colorado.”

Of all that company of men and women, the writer does not know of one left
among the living, and few remain of the boys and girls who that day romped over the
bordering meadow or played old-fashioned games in the grove, that has long since
disappeared.




CuaprTER 1V,

The Settler and the Indian

There has been much misunderstanding as to the extent and nature of
the Indian uprisings which held back development of Colorado during the
latter part of the Civil War and for ten or twelve years following. This
condition had much to do with discouraging land settlement. For years
many ranches, even along the main lines of travel, were little less than
armed camps. Whatever excuse might be offered for the Indians in their
effort to hold back the advance of the white man, the history of that ad-
vance in Colorado did not differ from that which has always marked the
path of conquest. It could not be a peaceable conquest, from the very
nature of the goal involved and the character of the opposing races. A philo-
sophical discussion of the racial issues is not in order in this book, for
when the settlers began to take up farms and ranches in Colorado, and
agriculture became necessary because of the demand for food by the people
who were working the mines and developing the towns, there was a con-
dition to face and the time for theorizing on the treatment of the Indians
had gone by.

SWINDLING THE SAVAGES.—Nothing can be said in extenuation of the
white trader who swindled the unlettered savage, or filled him with whis-
ky, nor is it a pretty picture to lift the curtain for a peep at the life of
the squawman who became a member of the tribe for no high moral pur-
pose and with no thought of bringing any of the benefits of civilization to
the savage. These things were done and the responsibility rests, where it
belongs, on the individuals who betrayed the race and belied the tenets of
civilization. The unfortunate thing was—and always has been—that ven-
geance for these misdeeds was wreaked upon the generation that followed;
upon innocent people who followed the advance of the first white men into
the undeveloped territory of the savage. The blow fell heavily upon people
who lived away from the protected areas of the town.*

There is need here for clearing up one chapter in the Indian warfare
of Colorado picneers that has left a stain on the memory of good men wlo

*In July, 1864, it was estimated that there was not more than six weeks'
supply of food in the territory. Mail communication with the East was cut
off; mail bags containing letters, money drafts, land patents, newspapers
and other miscellaneous matter were cut open and their contents scattered
over the prairie. But one station was left standing on the Overland Mail Route
for a distance of 120 miles.”—History of Nevada, Colorado and Wyoming, H. H
Bancroft, (Vol. XXV.) .
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fought to protect their homes, as good men always have fought when homes
and family were at stake. Without going into minute details of the Indian
uprisings, which are better subjects for the political historian, this writer
will concern himself only with the chief incidents of controversy, in the
effort to do justice to a body of home defenders known as the Hundred
Day men, who fought the battle of Sand Creek, which has been called a
“massacre” with the Colorado soldiers as aggressors and Indians as victims.

Tue Sanp CreEk F16HT.—The Sand Creek fight took place Novem-
ber 29, 1864, the spot being on Big Sandy, about ten miles north of the
present town of Chivington, in Kiowa County. The soldiers engaged were
the First Colorado Cavalry, re-inforced by troopers from Fort Lyon. Events
which led up to the fight may be briefly summarized in the statement that
the Plains Indians were on the warpath, that they had for months been
making raids on wagon trains, stages, caravans, individual ranches; that
they had murdered, robbed, burned and terrorized the entire region be-
tween the Rocky Mountains and central Kansas and Nebraska and suc-
cessfully prevented all traffic.

Mail from the East for Denver and other Colorado settlements, was
being sent to the Atlantic seaboard, thence by steamer to the Isthmus of
Panama, across that Isthmus, and up the western Coast to San Francisco
and over the mountains to Colorado by the back door. Supplies of food
were running short, business was upset, life was unsafe and a state of war
existed in Colorado. Appeals for troops to the central government were
futile; the Civil war was in progress and no effective help was given, nor
could it be expected under the circumstances. The West was left to work
out its own salvation.

CHIVINGTON IN CoMmanDp.—In that extremity Denver took the initia-
tive, backed up by the people of the territory and a field force was enlisted
in hundred day service in an Indian campaign. This force was regularly
enlisted upon authority from the Washington government. Col. J. M. Chiv-
ington took command. Chivington had a good record as a soldier, gained
in the New Mexico campaign with the Union forces. He was a Methodist
minister by profession and during the gold rush had become popular be-
cause of his ability as a leader. His war record in New Mexico gave him
added prestige with the people of Colorado, who had confidence in his
judgment, and who were aware that he knew the Indian character.

It was common knowledge in the settlements that half breeds and rene-
gade white men were acting as spies and that any effort at a campaign
against the Indians would be speedily tipped off to the enemy. It was
true that these Indians now known to be in southeast Colorado and nomi-
nally under the protection of the government at Fort Lyon, had agreed to
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cease their depredations. The pipe of peace had been smoked with the
army officers and representatives of the territory at Denver. The people
were aware, however, that these promises had not been kept and that raids
had continued, while these redskins were drawing rations from the govern-
ment. In other words, it was common knowledge in Colorado that the
War department was feeding the savages, that these savages were supplied
with arms and ammunition, and that under cover of peace agreement, they
were treacherously continuing to prey upon settlers, by robbery and mur-
der. Col. Chivington kept his plans secret, but started at once and in spite
of heavy, late November snows and very cold weather, for the Indian
country. Forced marching brought him to Fort Lyon, where he was joined
by Major Anderson with 120 men and two pieces of field artillery, the
officer welcoming the arrival of the First Colorado troopers and joining
the expedition without delay.

A SuccessrFUL ATTACK.—A successful attack occurred at dawn, Novem-
ber 29, Chivington’s plan having worked, no word of his arrival having
reached the village through spies. This village was not the unprotected
abode of a peaceful b&nd of Indians, but a camp, fortified and protected
by a line of rifle pits. The attack was made and the Indians gave battle,
the engagement lasting from 5 in the morning until 2 in the afternoon.
From the records of the officers in command of these troops it is apparent
that Chivington’s attack was the only course that could have been followed
by any soldier familiar with Indian warfare and with the history of the
depredations, and acquainted with the Indian chiefs who were in com-
mand of the village.

PIONEERS MALIGNED BY HISTORIAN

Colorado school children have been taught that this was an unprovoked
attack and the term “Sand Creek Massacre” has been incorporated in
books that are still used in some of the schools. An example of how,
Colorado pioneers have been maligned by the historical writers who took
as truth the politically colored reports of the fight, is here quoted from
Eugene Parsons’ “Guide Book to Colorado,” the version being practically
the same as that used by Parsons in “The Making of Colorado,” written
for school use:

“There were 130 lodges of Cheyennes and eight of Arapahoes. After
a night march the soldiers surprised the Indian camp and attacked it at
sunrise, on the morning of November 29, 1864. The first Colorado cavalry
leading, they charged on the tepees, in which the red men were sleeping.
They advanced with yells, firing at the startled braves, old men, squaws and
children as they ran out singly or huddled in groups. The warriors scat-
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tered and broke through gaps in the ranks. Although poorly armed and
without their ponies, the Cheyennes put up a desperate fight. It was a
sanguinary affray. Of the 500 or 600 people in the camp, it is estimated
that from 150 to 300 were slain. The victors led away the captured ponies,
covered with blankets, robes and other trophies. The Sand Creek massa-
cre, as it is called, proved to be a costly mistake; it precipitated a bloody
war, or rather a series of wars.”

CoLorapoaNs CALLED MURDERERS.—There was rejoicing in Colorado
when news of the rout of the Cheyennes reached the settlements, but a
stunning surprise came from Washington, a short time later, where jeal-
ousy and political treachery had been at work and the people of Colorado
were held up to the nation as accessories to the murder of innocent red-
skins. The first news of that sort reached Colorado in a dispatch from
Washington dated December 20, 1864, and reading as follows: *

“The affair at Fort Lyon, Colorado, in which Colonel Chivington de-
stroyed a large Indian village and all its inhabitants is to be made the
subject of congressional investigation. Letters received from high officials
in Colorado say that the Indians were killed after.surrendering and that
a large proportion of them were women and children.”

TreacHERY Hap PoriTrcar Source.—It has never been disclosed who
inspired that dispatch, but the feeling in Colorado at the time was that
there were two reasons for it. The first was, an effort to discredit Colorado
troops for accomplishing what federal troops had not been able to do; the
second, that any policy of Indian extermination would result eventually
in ruining a good many political jobs in the West, some of them lined with
rich graft out of Indian supplies and that, therefore, territorial interference
with federal office holding must not be tolerated. To this might be added
a feeling down east that the Indians had been constantly mistreated by the
whites and that the settlers were foolish for seeking to make homes in the
Indian country. Sympathy at Washington was for the Indians and
the sting of that was distressingly felt in Colorado, because the Indian
chieftains and their renegade half breed and white interpreters knew it.

How tuE Prorre FELT.—How the people of Colorado felt on the sub-
ject is best expressed by the editorial utterances of the Rocky Mountain
News, commenting on the Washington dispatch:

“Probably these scalps of white men, women and children—one of them
fresh, not three days taken—found drying in their lodges were taken in a
friendly, playful manner! Or possibly these Indian saddle blankets, trim-
med with the scalps of white women and with braids and fringes of their
hair, were kept simply as mementoes of their owners’ high affection for
the pale face. At any rate, these delicate and tasteful ornaments could
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not have been taken from the heads of wives, sisters, or daughters of these
‘high officials.” ”

The editorial further suggested that an investigation would be a good
thing, “and let the world know who were making money by keeping those
Indians under the sheltering protection of Fort Lyon; learn who was in-
terested in systematically representing that the Indians were friendly and
wanted peace.”

A SECRET COURT MARTIAL.—A secret court martial was held several
months later; Chivington was censured and the First Colorado troopers
were stigmatized for alleged unsoldierly conduct and officially disgraced by
the record. The charge was openly made that the judge advocate of this
court martial was a bitter personal and political enemy of Chivington.
Major Anderson, who had seemingly been so willing to join the First Colo-
rado in the campaign, had been mustered out of the service by the time of
the court martial and in his testimony, now given as a private citizen, he
went back on his written, official report of the battle and swore that he had
taken the word of others for its substance.

StaTEs SETTLERS SipE.—The pioneer settlers’ case against the Indian
was well stated by William N. Byers in The Rocky Mountain News of
July 24, 1865, under the caption “The Reasons’:

“QOur pioneers came here in the summer and autumn of 1858. Early
in the spring of 1859 the writer’s lot was cast among them. * * * OQur
people were friendly to the Indians. The latter clustered around their
cabins and tents, and we divided with them the little and precarious sub-
sistence we were able to obtain for ourselves. This was not their hunting
grounds, for the reason that the buffalo disappeared from this region more
than twenty years ago. Scarce one has been seen within hundreds of miles
of where Denver now stands (as the old Indian traders and the Indians
themselves say), since 1842. They came to the settlements and hung about
them to obtain a living, because it was easier than to go to the buffalo
country and hunt for it. Occasionally they committed petty depredations
which were overlooked. Until last year we do not think that a single Indian
was ever killed or harmed by a citizen of Colorado. What was their re-
turn?”

Maxy Ramns aND MurpeErs.—Then followed a detailed recital of raids
and murders and after that came this summing up: “Since then the cup
of horrors from Indian atrocities has been filled to overflowing. Well
known citizens and immediate friends have fallen victims, men whom we
were accustomed for years to meet daily upon our streets. Not only were
they killed and scalped, but their bodies were mutilated in manner too
horrible to mention. Over 150 men, women and children were brutally
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murdered on the Platte River road between this city and the Missouri
River last year and the number was increased by the massacres of January
this year. Besides these, a number of women and children were taken
prisoners, to be held in captivity compared with which death is an ines-
timable mercy. Add to the Platte outrages those of the Arkansas Valley,
the North Platte, the road hence to Salt Lake and all along our frontier
and the record of death is no insignificant one.

“Then count the millions of property destroyed, the homes desolated,
the crops that went to waste last year, the constant terror and alarm and
the inestimable damage to our country and its prospects and we think the
footing will give good and sufficient reasons for the ultra views of Colo-
radoans at least, upon the Indian question. At any rate, our eastern friends
must excuse us for entertaining them. They were beaten into us.”

SevereE REPRIsALs Forrow.—The Sand Creek battle was followed by
severe reprisals on the part of the Indians, the burning of Julesburg, the
murder of many more settlers and passengers on wagon trains and stages
occurring during the months when officials were quarreling over whether
Chivington was right of wrong. Public sentiment finally resulted in an
effective policy of dealing with Indians at war in a warlike way and then
the lanes of traffic were reopened and life and property became safe on the
Plains. In the mountains there was still trouble, which finally ended in
the Meeker massacre in 1879.

Regardless of abstract views on the treatment of savage races by white
invaders, the student of the daily life of the people of the Territory of
Colorado, during the period of Indian uprisings, must perforce put the
question to himself and give true answer: What would I have done under
threat of the scalping knife and of hourly raids in which wife and children
might be carried away into captivity worse than death, my cattle stampeded,
my hay stacks and dwelling destroyed by fire?

AN UNBIASED INVESTIGATOR SPEAKS

Only in the West where the Indian problem was understood did Colo-
rado’s drastic policy find approval. Few voices from the outside were
raised in defense of Chivington and the First Colorado. Among these
one unbiased observer left a record written as a result of a visit to Colo-
rado in 1871, during which he had opportunity to talk to some of the Hun-
dred Day men. This observer was John H. Tice, a member of the State
Board of Agriculture of Missouri, and author of “Over the Plains and On
the Mountains,” a descriptive volume devoted to the agricultural, industrial
and mining opportunities in the state. Incidentally, Tice told something
of the life of the people and discussed the “Sand Creek affair,” about
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which he had heard. Tt was quite evident that he came with a prejudice
against Colorado people for their treatment of the Indians, but his contact
with the people changed his views.

“Ask them what they know about Chivington or, as it is more generally
known in the States, the Sand Creek massacre, and the answer is, ‘I know
all about it, for I was there.” ”

Quoting from Tice’s statement of what Colorado people said to him: That has
been stigmatized as a massacre and we have been adjudged as murderers by those who
know nothing of the facts about our wrongs, nor of the outrage that led to it. We
did our duty then, if ever, to ourselves, to humanity, our country, to our God. You
have been told in the States these were peaceable and friendly Indians. Peaceable and
friendly, indeed. Why, there was not a mining camp in the mountains, nor a town on
the plains where there were not daily brought the bodies of our friends and neighbors
and sometimes the bodies of whole families, all gashed, scalped and chopped to pieces;
murdered in cold blood by these fiends, and our homes pillaged, burnt and left des-
olate. We were impelled to take the remedy into our own hands, because the military
officers were fond of the Quaker method of dealing with the savages and refused us
proiection, while they seemed always ready to accord it to our murderers. Why, these
Indians had just made one of the most murderous and destructive forays into our
settlements and were returning heavily laden with plunder to the friendly protection
of Fort Liyon, when we undertook that long winter march and surprised them almost
under the guns of the Fort, and—ah, well! they gave us no trouble after that. Now
that you may know what kind of friendly Indians they were, we will tell you what
we found and captured in their camp: sugar, coffee, drv goods, whole boxes of boots
and shoes, clothing, greenbacks and bills of lading, showing that these were the plunder
obtained from some (wagon) trains which had been captured and those in charge
murdered a short time before on the Platte; but worse than that, we found female
clothing, all bloody, a partially worn lady’s shoe, which evidently had been filled with
blood, and the scalps of white women and children dangling at their sides or decorating
the shields of their braves!

The author goes into further detail on the Colorado side of the story
and then follows his own comment:

“Now, T do not pretend to judge who was in the right and who in the
wrong in that unhappy affair. But this much is evident, there are two
sides to that, as well as to every other question. One side has told its story
long ago, and if these men have been wronged and injustice done them, it
is time that their version of the affair be heard. * * * Whatever may be
the true explanation of the affair, of one thing I am certain, that malicious
revenge and wanton cruelty is foreign to the nature of everyone (and there
were a good many of them) that I met in the territory who participated
in it. They are quiet, peaceable and inoffensive men, enjoying the universal
confidence and respect of their neighbors.”

Another voice, and an impressive one, raised in defense of Colorado,
which the pro-Indian historians seem to have overlooked, was that of
Schuyler Colfax, Vice-President of the United States, 1869 to 1873, who
visited Colorado six months after the Sand Creek battle and made this
statement as quoted in the Rocky Mountain News of June 6, 1865: “I am
of the opinion that there are some five or six hundred friendly Indians in
Colorado. They are those Chivington left on the field at Sand Creek.”
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CoNDITIONS AGAIN SERIOUS.—Conditions again became serious in 1868
when news items from day to day carried word of outrages by the Indians.
As usual the farmers and ranchmen were the chief sufferers, because of
their isolation:

Aug. 23, 1868: Ranchman Langdon lost his house and several stacks
of grain on Plum Creek by Indians. Settlers have gathered “in the fort”
and sent an appeal to Denver for help. The body of Nicholas O’Cam,
shot, stabbed and scalped, was brought to Denver “this morning” from
Plum Creek, four miles above the Platte.

Aug. 25, 1868: “In the morning we look from our housetops and see
the smoke ascending from burning ranches, hay and grain stacks.”

Aug. 26, 1868: Indians on the war path between Denver and Wallace,
Kansas. Bill Comstock, frontiersman and scout, shot dead at Black
Kettle’s camp. Other localities report murders of white men. Woman and
boy slain on the Kiowa and bodies brought to Denver. Band of Indians
sighted on Cherry Creek, 18 miles from Denver. Telegram sent to Army
Headquarters at Washington, urging that troops be sent to quell the up-
rising.

Aug. 27: Further details given on murder of woman and boy. The
woman had been outraged, butchered and scalped and the boy horribly
mutilated. Denver stirred and government condemned for furnishing arms
and ammunition to hostile Indians and turning a deaf ear to the appeals
of settlers. Governor Hall issues proclamation, calling for volunteers.

Aug. 29: Rufus (Potato) Clark comes to town from Overland Park
with twenty of his field men to enlist in Captain Downing’s company and
also furnishes three teams and wagons.

Sept. 11: Many families from Cherry Creek and up the Platte come
to Denver for safety. Ranches left in charge of a home guard. Forts built
and stocked with provisions. The Lilleys, Skeltons, Bowles, McBrooms
and others came to Denver. Raids were reported from the Fountain Valley,
Pueblo and along the Arkansas.

Sept. 29: Governor Hunt writes from the mountains, where he is on
tour among the Utes: ‘“The repeated failure of the general government to
comply with its treaty obligations is constantly thrown in my face and I
have no reply except to acknowledge the humiliating truth. They threw it
in Speaker Colfax’s face when in the Park, and they have occasion and
always have had to throw it in the face of the government and all its
agents.”

Here again was proof that at least part of the blame for Indian troubles
rested on the shoulders of the federal government and its agents in the
territory. The Indians were unable to muster sufficient strength for a con-
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certed attack during the fall of 1868. Stronger measures were put into
effect by the government and the risk to the isolated settlers of the plains
region became less with the passing years. The Indians ceased to be a
menace only when sent away to distant reservations.

TROUBLE WITH THE UTES

While Indian warfare on the Eastern Slope ceased with the completion
of the railroads and the establishment of transportation and commerce on
a modern basis, Western Colorado continued in virtual possession of the
Ute tribes for another decade. Though the Utes were technically on reser-
vations, they did not respect geographic bounds and they had good prece-
dent for wandering off the reservation in the fact that many a white squat-
ter chose to invade their allotted territory. There was continual turmoil
from 1870 to 1882 in Ute territory, as there had been in the previous
twelve-year period on the Eastern Colorado plains. Matters reached a
crisis late in the decade. In his message to the State Legislature in 1879
Governor Pitkin said:

PITKIN'S MESSAGE—Along the western borders of the state and the Pacific lies
a vast tract occupied by the tribe of Ute Indians as their reservation. It contains
about 12 million acres and is nearly three times as large as the State of Massachusetts.
It is watered by large streams and rivers and contains many rich valleys and a large
number of fertile plains. The climate is milder than most localities of the same
altitude on the Atlantic slope. Grasses grow there in great luxuriance and nearly
every kind of grain and vegetables can be raised without difficulty. This tract contains
nearly one-third of the arable land of Colorado, and no portion of the State is better
adapted for agricultural and grazing purposes than many portions of this reservation.
* % ¥ The number of Indians who occupy this reservation is about three thousand.
If the land was divided up between individual members of the tribe, it would give
every man, woman and child a homestead of between three and four thousand acres.
It has been claimed that the entire tribe have had in cultivation about fifty acres of
land and from some personal knowledge of the subject, T believe that one able-bodied
white settler would cultivate more land than the whole tribe of Utes. These Indians
are fed by the government, are allowed ponies without number, and except when
engaged in an occasional hunt, their most serious employment is horse racing. If this
reservation could be extinguished and the land thrown open to settlers, it would fur-
nish homes to thousands of people of the State who desire homes.

Governor Pitkin evidently knew the Utes, for they did Iike a good horse
race, not only as riders, but they would wager all their possessions on some
favorite runner. In fact, it was their love of horse racing that was one
of the minor contributing causes of the Meeker massacre. The massacre
was the overt act that forced the removal of the tribe to a Utah reserva-
tion and resulted in the opening of the Western Slope to white settlement.

MEeexER AND THE Utes.—Nathan C. Meeker was one of the organizers
and leaders of the Union Colony at Greeley, editor of the Greeley Tribune,
and a vigorous, opinionated and prolific writer. After retiring from edi-
torial duties, he sought and received appointment as agent for the White
River Utes. Meeker had his own ideas about dealing with Indians, be-
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lieving that if they could be taught to farm they would cease their nomadic
life and become self-supporting citizens.

It was common knowledge in the West at the time that there was cor-
ruption and grafting in the Indian Service, that some of the agents were
dishonest and that white traders, in collusion with the agents, tock advan-
tage of the savages at every opportunity. These conditions had increased
the antagonism between the races. The Indians vented their anger on
settlers innocent of any wrong, other than the fact that they were following
the track of white settlement in the wilderness. People unfamiliar with
the problem, especially newly arrived easterners, felt sympathetic toward
the Indians, insisting that if they had been more fairly treated in the earlier
years there would have been less trouble now. Meeker had positive ideas
along that line and it was his desire to show what could be done with and
for the Utes by humanitarian methods.

When he became agent in 1878, his first effort to civilize his charges
was to teach them farming. Agriculture was his hobby and he realized
the great possibilities of farming in the vast domain that had been allotted
the Utes. The Indians not only were incapable of grasping the agricul-
tural value of the empire set aside for them, but they thought it was their
own property anyway. They had never recognized white control, but ac-
cepted the conditions because of the bounty that accompanied such control.
They took the food, the cattle, the blankets and the firearms, but cared only
for the land insofar as it gave them opportunity to hunt. Meeker’s ap-
proach, with plows, harrows, mowers and other agricultural implements,
was looked upon with disdain by the braves, who knew naught of the
dignity of labor. Work was for squaws. To expect braves to farm was
adding insult to injury.

PreSIDENT HAYES’ PLEA FOR THE INDIANS.—In his course, Meeker
was following the suggestions of President R. B. Hayes in his message
to Congress, December 3, 1877, on Indian affairs, when he said:

Whatever may be said of their character and savage propensities, of the difficulties
of introducing among them the habits of civilized life and the obstacles they have
offered to the progress of settling in certain parts of the country, the Indians are cer-
tainly entitled to our sympathy and to a conscientious respect on our part for their
claims upon our sense of justice. They were the aboriginal occupants of the land
we now possess. They have been driven from place to place and the purchase money
paid to them, in some cases for what they called their own, has still left them poor.
Many, if not most, of our Indian wars have had their origin in broken promises and
acts of injustice upon our part and the advance of the Indians in civilization has
been slow, because the treatment they received did not permit it to be faster and more
general.

President Hayes recommended that the Indians be supplied with agri-
cultural implements and cattle on the reservations. In Colorado the settlers
who had suffered from Indian depredations agreed with the President as
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to the cause of Indian wars, but they knew also that the remedy was not
being applied at headquarters in Washington, although the Indian affairs
committee and the Interior Department were under fire on charges of graft
and incompetence at that time.

GeN. SHERMAN ExPeECTED TrOUBLE—Three months later General
W. T. Sherman, in his report to the Secretary of War (March, 1878), said:
“I have personally seen the Utes and realize that the Interior Department
will experience difficulty in obtaining their consent to a further reduction
of their limits. Though a small tribe, they conceive that the world is not
large enough for them alone. Nevertheless, the restless white emigrants in
search of gold, silver and land, have penetrated their mountain regions
and cannot be stopped.”

Utes WERE SwINDLED.—Meeker’s predecessor at the White River
Agency had been charged with using government teams to freight for pri-
vate parties and neglecting the transfer of stores intended for the Utes,
which had been shipped to Rawlins, Wyoming. The Indians knew the
goods were there, but they could not get them. The agent also was ac-
cused of having sold Indian stores for his own profit.

The Rocky Mountain News of March 20, 1878, said: “One cannot
much blame them for trying to get even with the white thieves, who robbed
them in the name of the United States government, and it will take them
a long time to forget their treatment during the last year, even if better
practices prevail hereafter. One-half our Indian troubles would be averted
if the Indians had confidence in their agents.”

TrEY REFUSED TO Farm.—These were the conditions confronting
Meeker when he took charge of the White River Agency. His course,
therefore, in attempting to persuade the Utes to work, merely caused the
smouldering fires to blaze up. Meeker’s charges sullenly refused to touch
an implement and when the agent started to plow up their race course, the
storm broke. Complaint already had been made by the Indians to Gov-
ernor Pitkin that Meeker was teaching school and urging them to plow.
They did not make the usual complaints of grafting, but insisted on
Mecker’s removal because they were unalterably opposed to work. They
became openly threatening during the summer and Meeker, becoming
alarmed, asked the Governor for help and also appealed to Washington
for protection. Arms and ammunition were being sold to the Utes by a
neighboring white Indian trader. The mail route was closed. Johnson, a
Ute chief, made a brutal attack upon Agent Meeker and a short time later
one of the employes of the Agency was shot and injured while plowing.

THORNBURG Is AMBUSHED.—The War Department finally ordered
Major T. T. Thornburg, with his command of 160 cavalrymen, to march
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to the Agency and afford protection. Within twenty-five miles of the
Agency this command was ambushed by the Utes, fifteen men being killed
and thirty-five wounded. Major Thornburg was among the first to fall.
This attack was made September 29, 1879, and at the same time a small
party of Utes attacked the Agency, killing Meeker* and nine other men,
while Mrs. Meeker, her daughter Josephine, Mrs. Price, wife of an em-
ployee, and two children were carried away into captivity. The Agency
buildings were pillaged and burned. In the meantime Thornburg’s com-
mand stood a siege of six days until General Merritt arrived with rein-
forcements, the Indians disappearing on the arrival of a superior force.

On October 21, the captive women and children were turned over to
Army officers, on the intercession of Chief Ouray, of the Southern Utes,
who had always proved himself a friend of the white man. It was just
two years later, on September 4, 1881, that the transfer of the Utes to the
Uintah Reservation in Utah was completed and the reservation thrown
open to white settlement.

Enp oF INDIAN WaARFARE.—This marked the end of Indian warfare
in Colorado and opened to development the largest remaining territory
suitable for agriculture, a region proving especially favorable for fruit
growing, in which, in one generation of white occupation, agricultural pro-
duction was measured in terms of tens of millions of dollars a year. It
is this same region, now so productive from the soil, that promises, in the
not distant future, to produce fuel oil from mountains of shale bordering
the rich fruit valleys, in greater quantity than all the oil that has yet been
produced from all the petroleum wells on this continent.

MEEKER AND Ourav.—Before leaving the story of the opening of the
Western Slope it is fitting to make brief reference to two figures that left
an impression on the State’s agricultural history. One was white, the other
of Indian blood. One had what we may term all the cultural advantages
of white civilization; the other was a child of Nature, untutored but en-
dowed by the Great Spirit with qualities of diplomacy that were somewhat
lacking in the civilized American who brought upon himself the wrath of
the savages. These historic figures are Meeker and Ouray.

111 fate followed Meeker throughout his career in Colorado. ‘“Prob-
ably no citizen of Colorado since early times ever deserved more at the
hands of the people, and certainly no prominent citizen ever received less
of honor or profit, for, as far as results to himself and his fortune were
concerned, from his entrance to the territory in 1870, to his exit from life
at White River, mortification and disaster sat on his right hand and on

*“The gray-headed philanthropist was dragged about the Agency grounds
by a log chain about his neclk, and with a barrel stave driven down his
throat.’—Bancroft’s Works, Vol. XXV, Nevada, Colorado and Wyoming, p. 478,
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his left, accompanied him seemingly at all times and pursued him, if
such a thing be possible, after he was dead.”

Thus wrote “Colonist” in the Denver Tribune, under the caption,
“Meeker’s Monument,” (August 3, 1880). Reference was made in this
communication to a statement in the New York Tribune, which newspaper
had backed the colony. Horace Greeley had passed away and those
in charge seemed to have forgotten that N. C. Meeker was once the agricul-
tural editor of the New York Tribune. At any rate, after the massacre
the Tribune made this comment: ‘“Much as we regret the murdered
Meeker, we cannot forget that he was himself in a great measure responsi-
ble for his death by appropriating the Indian lands to his own use.”

HoxNesT aND PLAIN SrokEN.—Nothing could have been farther from
the truth, for Meeker was honest to the core. “Colonist” in his eulogy of
Mecker, said: “He was blunt of speech, what is called plain spoken, and
a little inclined to be irritable at times; and above all he was independent
in thought, tongue and pen, and whatever he honestly thought he spoke
or wrote, and little cared who it might offend.”

It was this lack of tact that stood in the way of financial success for
Meeker at Greeley, where a rival newspaper had been established, dividing
the patronage with the Tribune, cheering his enemies and lessening his
chances for an income. He sought public office mainly because he was in
need. He was glad of the chance to serve as Indian Agent, because on
treatment of the Indians he had ideas of his own which he tried to put
into effect, with what tragic result we have already related.

And what was the monument of which his friend “Colonist” wrote?
The town which he had founded had its Main street, and the town council
decided to honor the memory of its founder by re-naming Main Street
Meeker Avenue! Whatever good intention there might have been at that
time was not carried out; and Greeley has no Meeker Avenue.

Was 4 “WmITe” InpriaNn.—There is no record that Ouray and Meeker
ever met, but after the massacre it was Ouray’s influence that led to the
rescue of the captured women. It was Ouray upon whom the people of
Colorado had depended to keep his Utes from the warpath and they of
the Southern tribe obeyed their leader. That he was the first to teach them
to farm in the white man’s way is apparent from an official communication
which Ouray made to Governor Elbert in 1873, at a time when there was
friction between the Southern Utes and the prospectors and settlers who
were crowding in upon the Ute country during the gold rush into the San
Juan. This letter is characteristic of the man. He dictated it to Felix
Brunot, a Special Commissioner who had been investigating Indian
troubles. It follows:
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Los Pinos Agency, September 13, 1873.

Mr. Brunot, Dear Sir: You have been to see us, and we have had a good time.
We want you should tell Governor Elbert, and the people in the territory, that we are
well pleased and perfectly satisfied with everything that has been done. Perhaps
some of the people will not like it because we did not wish to sell some of our valleys
and farming land. We think we had good reasons for not doing so. We expect to
occupy it ourselves before long for farming and stock raising. About eighty of our
tribe are raising corn and wheat now, and we know not how soon we shall have to depend
on ourselves for our bread. We do not want to sell our valley and farming land for
another reason. We know if we should the whites would go on it right off, build their
cabins, drive in their stock, which would of course stray on our lands, and then
the whites would crowd upon us till there would be trouble. We have many friends
among the people in this territory, and want to live at peace and on good terms
with them, and we feel it would be better for all parties for a mountain range to be
between us.

We are perfectly willing to sell our mountain land, and hope the miners will find
heaps of gold and silver, and we have no wish to molest them or make them any trouble.
We do not want they should go down into our valleys, however, and kill or scare away
our game.

We expect there will be much talk among the people, and in the papers, about
what we have done, and we hope you will let the people know how we feel about it.

Truly your friend,
OURAY.

WaAT MiceT Have BEEN.—A glance at the somewhat fragmentary
facts about Ouray’s dealings with the settlers and the government raises
a question as to what might have been the trend of history had white civil-
ization been less selfishly imposed upon the savage West. Bitter enmity
between the races existed long before the beginning of Colorado settlement,
and while it seems easier to look back and deplore errors than it is to antici-
pate and avoid them, such heroic figures as that of Ouray, nevertheless,
humiliate our sense of white superiority, and shame us into acknowledgment
of wrongs cruelly inflicted upon a race whose chief fault, originally, was
ignorance. Were there many like Ouray who might have listened to rea-
son rather than rifles?

And what of Meeker’s mistake in seeking to reform the tribe of North-
ern Utes by edict, just as he had sought to guide the Union Colonists
through editorial suggestion? One wonders why Meeker did not go to
Ouray for advice before he took up his duties on the White River Agency.
Other white men went to the red chief and he never proved false in word
or act.

The remnant of Ouray’s people live on a reservation in the extreme
southwest corner of Colorado. Ostensibly they are farmers; they possess
land and herds and flocks. Their youth are taught in a government school.
Their annuities from a beneficent government come regularly now; there is
no fraud, no lying Indian agent of the old carpet-bag days. Everything
is splendidly supervised and tourists motoring through are a source of
profit for basketry, beads and blankets.
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Those of the northern branch, among whom were the slayers of Meeker,
live under the same close supervision on a reservation in Utah. So the
conquest of the old order has been completed and there is peace. The
stake was, as always, the land upon possession of which depends all the
commerce of civilization; therefore, also, the art and culture.






CHAPTER V

The Range Livestock Industry

Sheep and cattle were already on the grass of the southwest ranges
when gold was discovered in the Pike’s Peak Region and the new com-
monwealth of Colorado was born. Mexican settlers south of the Arkansas
and on the upper Rio Grande, as well as a few Americans who kept stage
stations on the Santa Fe Trail, or who had been attached to the small garri-
sons at Fort Bent and other outposts that guarded the path of commerce
between the States and Mexico, kept cattle and sheep. Cattle were trailed
across the plains in 1846, when the Army of the West on the march to
New Mexico brought its live beef in a drove that was pastured on the virgin
prairie grass. The official record of the march by Lieut. W. H. Emory con-
tains this statement: “Provisions were conveyed in wagons and beef cattle
driven along for use of the men. These animals subsisted entirely on
grazing.”* .

SusTaIiNED WILD L1FE.—Grass stood rank and lush in creek and river
bottoms and covered the uplands with a curly carpet of green or brown,
according to the season of the year. That buffalo, deer, antelope and elk
by the million had found sustenance on grass had impressed the early
Spanish explorers who pastured their pack mules on it. So it was evident
also to the American exploring expeditions of the early nineteenth century,
to the trappers, the Mormon pilgrims, the California-Oregon migration and
the traders who traversed the Santa Fe trail. And along the Rio Grande
and other streams in New Mexico and Texas, with Spanish settlers and
later the Americans, grazing was an established industry long prior to the
settlement of Colorado.

To the aboriginal inhabitants, the nomadic Indians, grass, like the
water from heaven, was taken as a matter of course. The wild animals
which the Indians hunted for meat lived on grass; it sustained their ponies
after the Spaniards had become, unwittingly, the means of introducing
equine life to the New World. These horses lived and thrived on grass,
as did the cattle which came to South-western America from the same
source.

Inprans oN MEAT DIieT.—There is no record of universal famine
among the Plains Indians, whatever hardships they may have endured

*“The Old Santa Fe Trail.”—Inman,
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through drouth or extreme cold. Everything favors the conclusion that the
physical vigor of these tribes was due mainly to a diet of meat, which did
not fail them until the white man invaded their haunts. While there was
no consciousness among these savage tribes of their debt to grass, it sus-
tained them and they accepted it as children do a bountiful table in a happy
home. It was a foregone conclusion that the white man, in his civilized
way, would turn to account this natural resource; that he did it greedily
is evidence that the progress of civilization ran true to precedent.

Wagon trains that crossed the plains were drawn by oxen. These work
animals were sustained by the native grasses from the time they left the
Missouri River to arrival at the foothills. Emigrants brought milk cows,
and wayside pasture maintained the milk flow. While the gradual disap-
pearance of tree growth on the westward course gave the country a desert
aspect, grass, nevertheless, relieved the fears of the pioneers who saw in the
ample turf a sign that the Great American Desert would sometime become
a rich pastoral empire. Even in the heat and drouth of midsummer, when
the plains assumed the sere and yellow tint of untimely autumn, these
travellers to the new gold country saw how eagerly the withered vegetation
was devoured by their cattle and counted it a sign of the favor of a newly
discovered land of plenty. Nor was that the only evidence.

Wacon Bosses MapeE Discovery.—While these first impressions were
rather indefinite, the practical discovery of the grazing value of the new
country was made by the wagon train bosses in that first autumn of 1858,
when they were facing a winter with many oxen and no hay stacks in sight
around which to tether them during the months of idleness. Among these
resourceful freighters was Colonel Jack Henderson, who reached the new
settlement of Auraria at the junction of Cherry Creek and the Platte River
late in 1858, with a train of supplies from Lawrence, Kansas. Hender-
son’s title had been earned in the border troubles of eastern Kansas. His
name was given to an island in the Platte, where he established the first
public corral or cattle yard. There were no accommodations for oxen in
that first fall, so Henderson turned his work stock out on the grass, as did
others. Early in the spring of 1859 he rode out into the wilderness east-
ward toward Bijou Creek to hunt buffalo. On the way he saw some oxen
grazing and on riding close, recognized his own brand on them. *They

*An advertisement appearing in The Rocky Mountain News in various
issueg during December, 1859, relates to Col. Jack Henderson's establishment
of facilities for pasturing and feeding stock over winter. It read as follows:
Henderson's Island—This celebrated ranch is now open for the reception of all
kinds of stock to winter. Being the largest ranch near the cities of Auraria
and Denver, containing 320 acres, and being well timbered and watered, and
having on it a splendid picket corral, with stabling for two hundred head of
horses or mules, it offers extra inducements to persons having stock to winter.
Cattle, horses and mules taken by month or for winter, This season’s grass
still uncut and 80 tons of hay in stack.—John D. Henderson, Proprietor.
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were in fine condition, having grown fat during the winter on the native
pasture. Henderson rounded up his oxen and drove them back to town,
pleased with the discovery and announcing it to the people of the settle-
ment.

Others had a similar experience, each in turn making his own discov-
ery of the practicability of winter grazing along the base of the Rocky
Mountains. Among those who left a clear record of these experiences
were Williams and Blake, who came as freighters, taking up an abandoned
adobe corral, the ruin of old Fort Lupton and turning out their oxen in the
early winter of 1858. David Ewing, who settled at Ft. Lupton, said in
later years that these were the first domestic cattle to graze along the
Platte west of Kearney. Irvin and Jackman, after freighting in their last
load in 1859, had 400 footsore oxen which they trailed out to a sheltered
spot on the Bijou, near what is now Deer Trail, and on rounding them
up in the spring, found two-thirds of them in better condition than when
they were turned out in the fall.

Daniel Holden, among the first to sell milk and butter in Denver,
settled on Cherry Creek in 1860, having driven in a small herd of dairy
cattle. Like many others he saw the value of the standing grass for hay
and selected a good spot for cutting, some distance east of Denver along
the upper Bijou. He cut and stacked hay and turned his cattle out, think-
ing they would remain near the stacks. Instead they wandered off into
a glade that offered better picking, though the grass looked sere and yellow.
Holden saw how they fattened on the natural pastures and he decided,
then and there, to devote himself rather to beef raising than dairying,
because it involved less labor and returned as sure a profit. Holden settled
on the spot and later became a member of the territorial legislature. In-
cidentally, he was among the first to raise hogs and he marketed some
pork, besides producing sufficient for home use.

The several authentic incidents thus recorded are assurance that the
discovery of the value of the new country for grazing was made quickly
and by many of the arriving wagon bosses and emigrants. They took ad-
vantage of it commercially to get rid of their footsore and broken down
oxen to the butcher after a season on grass.

CHARACTER OF WESTERN GrasseEs.—To the practiced eve of the grazier
it was clear that these western grasses differed in character from the varie-
ties to which he had been accustomed in the States. In winter they iere
not broken down by frost like the moisture-laden grasses of the East, but
they stood straight-stemmed, erect and dry—some kinds were even fluffy—
and although withered and yellow, retained their nutriment, as does cured
hay in the stack. It was a discovery confirmed by later experience that



110 AGRICULTURE IN COLORADO

grasses cured by Nature on the ground not only maintained stock in good
flesh, but that animals actually increased in weight during the winter. At
first cattlemen believed the grasses possessed some special, valuable prop-
erties, but later scientific interpretations attributed the nutritive qualities
to the effects of the dry climate in curing the grasses on the ground.*

Game was plentiful in the new settlement, nevertheless the American’s
taste for beef had to be satisfied. Ten cents a pound at retail was the pre-
vailing price in Denver during the first years, but in the mining camps
beef brought prices that fluctuated with the supply of broken-down oxen,
as well as with the quantity of gold dust being panned.

Fmmst Far CaTTLE SoLp.—Fat cattle were listed as a market com-
modity in Denver as early as 1862, when L. Butterick, a butcher, bought

seven head of beeves at five and a half cents a pound, live weight, paying
$525 for the lot.

“No fatter cattle can ordinarily be found on the markets of the eastern
states, notwithstanding the fact that the latter are supplied with stall-fed
beeves, while here they are driven off the plains of the Great American
Desert where they feed on grass of their own finding the year round,” was
the comment of the Rocky Mountain News in recording this first beef cattle
marketing transaction.

BEGINNING OF BEEF PRODUCTION

Here was proof that, within four years, grass-fed beef production had
assumed the character of a distinct industry. That it was started with dis-
carded oxen was a makeshift that illustrated the adaptability of the pio-
neers to their new environment. That oxen were not the sole source of
beef is shown by the story of Samuel Hartsel, a pioneer of South Park, who
was in the cattle business fifty years. He was one of the first to bring in
purebred cattle. Hartsel came to Colorado in 1860, going to the Tarryall
diggings. He found no gold, so he went to herding oxen. Sore-footed
and sore-necked animals were being sold for beef by the freighters there
as elsewhere, and Hartsel began to buy these discarded cattle, putting them

*There are two common Grama grasses on our range. One is known as
the Blue grama grass whose scientific name is Bouteloua gracilis. Another is
the Hairy grama grass, Bouteloua hirsuta. These are both quite common
through the eastern part of Colorado on what are known as the short grass
plains. Buffalo grass is always distinguishable. Its scientific name is Bul-
bilis dactyloides. Bluestem, sometimes spoken of as Colorado bluestem, is
Agropyron smithij. Other species of Agropyron are sometimes confused with
this. The grass has a very bluish bloom on the leaves and is quite striking
in its color. Bunch grass is more obscure. In the early days, bunch grass
meant either Andropogon frucatus or Andropogon scoparius. Of late years,
following over-grazing, other bunch grasses have come in. These are not
so tall, being only about a foot high. They grow in tufts having a silvery or
purplish color, the genus is Aristida, sometimes called Poverty grass or three-
awn grass. What the stockmen referred to in the early days were the former
two species.—L. W. Durrell, Botanist, Colorado Agricultural College.



Rance Livestock INDUSTRY 111

out on grass for fattening. He paid $10 to $20 a head for them and sold
them fat at $90 to $100. His first important sale was in the spring of
1863 to a butcher at Hamilton, a mining camp that long ago disappeared
from the map. He got $1,000 for ten animals.

HarTtseL StarTs A HERD.—In the spring of 1861, Hartsel bought out
two men from Iowa, Duke Green and Ed Shook, who came across the
plains with twenty high-grade and two or three registered Shorthorn cows.
In 1864 Hartsel went back to Missouri, where he bought 148 cows and
several bulls of the Shorthorn breed, all eligible to registry, from Tom
Gordon, a Clay County breeder, whose grandson, Gordon Jones, in later
years was prominent in the banking business and livestock industry at
Denver. It took Hartsel two years to drive these cattle to Colorado, the
caravan with which he traveled being held up by Indian warfare along
the Santa Fe Trail.

TEXAS IMPORTATIONS NOT WELCOME

During the first two years of settlement, Texas drovers began to come
in from the Southeast, their herds subsisting on the grass while they peddled
cattle to the new settlements along the Fountain and over the Arkansas
Divide to the Platte and Cherry Creek. In 1861 notice was taken of this
trade by the Territorial Legislature in the passage of an act forbidding
non-residents to import any cattle, sheep, goats, mules and hogs into the
counties of Huerfano, Pueblo, Fremont, Jefferson, Boulder and Costilla
for “grazing, herding or feeding same, or quartering them upon the public
domain, or upon the lands of any person or persons.” Colorado land
owners were exempted, as were those who were lawfully driving through
or selling stock, the object of the law being to prevent permanent occupa-
tion of grazing areas by non-residents.

Again in 1867 legislation was resorted to, this time in drastic fashion,
to stop the determined northward movement which the Texans had started.
This law read as follows:

It shall not be lawful for any person or persons to import into the Territory of
Colorado any bull, cow, ox, steer or cattle of whatever description known as “Texas
cattle” for the purpose of small stock raising, growing, herding, or feeding, or for any
purpose whatever.

Take Law 1IN OwN Hanps.—The only attempt made to enforce the
law forbidding importation of Texas cattle was in 1869, by a group of
Douglas County ranchmen, who had what were called American cattle.*
Losses from a mysterious fever, which the Texas trail herds were spread-
ing, had mounted to over a thousand in that county during 1868 and,

*“American cattle” was the term applied to cattle brought from the Bast

gye; the Plains, in contradistinction to the Spanish type, which came from
exas,
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with the a'ppearance of the first trail herd in 1869, an attack was made
at night. Shots were fired to stampede the herd, four head being killed
and thirty wounded, while the balance of the cattle scattered. The drover
was arrested and fined $50. He then rounded up his remaining animals
and drove on northward. This incident led to serious controversy between
owners of well-bred American cattle and those who were attracted by the
chance to make money in handling Texas cattle, with the result of repeal
of the law by the Territorial Legislature of 1870.

CIVIL WAR RESTRICTS DEVELOPMENT

There was little encouragement for any new industry while the fate
of the Union hung in the balance, and beef production during the Civil
War years was exclusively for supplying local demands. Sheep had a
slight foothold in southern Colorado among the early Mexican settlers,
and there was considerable traffic in wool over the Santa Fe Trail, but
this originated principally in New Mexico. Not until the railroads came,
with quick transportation for wool, did sheep-raising appeal to Colorado
ranchmen. Very few cattle herds were found on the open plains east of
Kiowa Creek until after 1866. During the war Indians took advantage of
disturbed conditions and the lack of military forces in the West to block-
ade the lanes of wagon and stage traffic, as well as to harass, rob and
murder settlers.

War contracts had been of trifling benefit to the Colorado livestock
producer. Beef was being furnished to a few army posts, horses were
bought in Colorado from those who rounded up the wild broncos, and
driven east to supply the Union army. Good prices were paid locally for
work oxen, which were selling at $150 to $200 a yoke. Mules were scarce
but greatly desired for work in the mining camps and for stage transpor-
tation, prices running $400 to $800 a span. These prices were quoted in
1864 when mining was fairly prosperous, but stagnation, due to Indian
depredations, held back development of the plains.

Oxen were the principal draft animals, though the use of horses and
mules was increasing as rapidly as a supply could be obtained. Quicker
transportation was the demand of the hour. Railroads were projected but
not vet built beyond the Missouri River.

Surps of THE DESERT.—Camels, the Oriental “ships of the desert,”
were being exploited for transport service. One day in June, 1866, there
lumbered into Denver a camel-drawn wagon which had come from the
Pacific Coast with Omaha as its destination. L. S. Musgrave drove the
outfit. He housed his beasts in a tent and gave an exhibition of the carry-
ing capacity of the camels for the edification of the curious. A thousand-
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pound load and forty miles a day without a stop for water was the claim
made for the “ships of the desert.” It was planned to organize an over-
land mail and express service with camels, operating between Omaha and
Sacramento. Nothing came of the effort to popularize camel transport,
because the railroads were coming and people were looking forward to a
change in conditions that was to revolutionize the life of the new com-
munity.

FIrsT CaTTLE SHOW.—A record of the second annual fair of the Colo-
rado Agricultural Society, held at Denver, October, 1867, indicates that
Colorado livestock producers were building on better blood than the Span-
ish breeding that prevailed in Texas. P. D. Miller of Colorado City drove
to Denver for the fair with 14 head of Durham cattle, headed by a bull
sired in Kentucky, weighing about 2,000 pounds and valued at $300.
Others who showed cattle of quality, mostly of the Durham breed, were
Wilson & McLaughlin, G. J. Ross, Fred Buckman, I. H. Bachelor, J. W.
Clure, C. Lerchen, L. K. Perrin, J. T. Yunker, J. W. Cline, A. H. Smith
& Brother, G. F. Gallamore, A. H. Jacobs, A. J. Pennock, A. Baker, Thos.
M. Sloan, L. H. Dickson and Peter Magnes. Fifty head of horses and
cattle were exhibited, and there were also pigs and chickens. At the
third annual fair, October 6, 1868, very few cattle were shown, as the
Indians were on the warpath and it was not safe to go on the trail with
a herd or to leave the ranch unprotected.

RUTHLESS SLAUGHTER OF BUFFALO

Asg if in preparation for the floodtide of Longhorns, was the ruthless
slaughter of buffalo that reached its maximum in the early seventies. By
the time the range was crowded with cattle the last of the shagey-maned
bison had vanished. The white man found the western prairies black with
bison. An age of Indian occupation had not decreased the vast hordes
of meat animals that drew their sustenance from the nutritious grasses of
the plains. The white man came to subdue the country and within fifteen
years where millions of buffalo had roamed, remained only scattered rem-
nants of a vanishing animal race.

Speculation as to what might have happened in the range livestock
industry had the buffalo been allowed to remain and become domesticated
is idle. It was taken for granted that there was no room on the range for
both wild and domesticated cattle. Be that as it may, history has no kind
words for the buffalo skinner

the huntsman who shot ouly for the hide
that became the buffalo robe of commerce. Col. R. J. Dodge of the United
States Army is authority for the statement that the destruction of buffalo
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InDIANS ATE THE ToNGUE.—Only choice morsels were taken by the
Indian hunter while buffalo were plentiful, the practice being to cut out
the tongue, take the hide and leave the carcass to rot, except when laying
in a winter’s supply of meat, when better use was made of the flesh. The
hump was relished also and was considered by the Indians to be next in
tenderness and flavor to the tongue. Among white settlers there arose dif-
ferences of opinion about the meat of the buffalo, some declaring that it
was superior to the meat of domestic cattle, while others looked on it with
disfavor. These differences were due, usually, to the varying age of the
animals slaughtered and eaten, the flesh of a young cow or bull being
hardly distinguishable from grassfed beef.

Buffalo meat was commonly served on hotel tables in towns along the
newly-built railroads in eastern Colorado. It was a common article-of diet
in the pioneer mining camps, and for a time figured considerably in the
commerce of the new country. Early records of the railroads tell the extent
of shipments as late as 1874, when the Kansas Pacific handled 2,160,000
pounds of buffalo meat, the Santa Fe 631,800 pounds of meat. The other
side of the story comes in the report of the Santa Fe for the same year,
which shows 1,314,300 pounds of hides and 6,914,000 pounds of bones
shipped east.

CorrecTED BUFFaLo BonNEs.—The hungry settler on the western
prairies, deprived of crops by a visitation of grasshoppers, robbed of wild
meat by the buffalo skinners, got a miserable pittance for picking up the
bleaching bones and hauling them to the railroad, whence they were shipped
to St. Louis and Pittsburg for use in comb and button factories, or for
making fertilizer. Inman in “The Old Santa Fe Trail” says that in the
thirteen years from 1868 to 1881, in Kansas alone, $2,500,000 was paid out
for buffalo bones, this sum indicating skeletons of thirty-one million ani-
mals. “These figures may appear preposterous to readers not familiar
with the Great Plains a third of a century ago, but to those who have seen
the prairie black from horizon to horizon with the shaggy monsters, they
are not so.”

It was the coming of the railroads that hastened destruction of the
buffalo, for they brought an influx of new settlers and provided facilities
for shipping buffalo beef and hides. While the extent of the slaughter was
not apparent until about 1870, as early as 1864 people were appealing to
the government for action to halt the annihilation of the noble animal.
Hiram P. Bennett, who represented the Territory of Colorado in the
United States Congress, introduced a resolution instructing the Committee
on Territories to consider the propriety of passing a law for protection of
the buffalo. At that time along the main route of overland travel west of
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Fort Kearney, on the Platte, herds migrating northward in spring and
back south in fall, following the grass, had become mere squads and small
droves. And these herds once blackened the scene as far as the eye could
reach! Bennett was given scant attention by Congress, the Committee on
Territories deciding that a law protecting buffalo would be unenforceable.
So the slaughter went on, intensified by the construction of the Pacific
railroad and again by completion of the Kansas Pacific and the Santa Fe
farther south. Lines of steel bisecting the grazing grounds hemmed in the
herds, the shriek of the locomotive scattered them, and they were finally
chased to their death by a blood letting for profit for which there is no
parallel in the history of the animal kingdom.

Toox THE INDIaANS’ MEeaT.—Though not clearly realized then, it
became a settled conviction later that the slaughter of the buffalo was one
of the principal irritants that led Indians on the warpath, and many a
family of settlers, innocent of harm toward the redskins and taking no part
in the extermination of the buffalo, were wiped out in revenge for wanton
destruction of the Indians’ meat supply. This meat, too, had sustained
white settlers on the plains before cattle became plentiful. The most acute
loss to the settler was that of the fuel—the buffalo chips or dried dung,
which was the only fuel available on the treeless plains before the days of
the railroad and the coal mine.

Disappearance of the buffalo alone would have been sufficient to bring
to an end the nomadic existence of the Plains Indians.

“The buffalo supplies them with almost all the necessaries of life; with
habitations, food, clothing, and fuel; with strings for their bows; with
thread, cordage and trail ropes for their horses, with coverings for their
saddles, with vessels to hold water, with boats to cross streams, with glue
and with means of purchasing all they desired from the traders. When
the buffalo are extinct, they, too, must dwindle away.”

Thus wrote Francis Parkman in 1846 (The Oregon Trail). Thirty
years later what he foresaw had come to pass. The way had been cleared
for a floodtide of Texas cattle that overran the buffalo range.

PLIGHT OF THE TEXAS DROVER

While the discovery of Colorado’s natural grazing resources would have
led, eventually, to large scale beef production, development though on a
sounder economic basis and with far better quality, would have been much
slower had not the misfortune of war wrecked the range industry in Texas.
So interwoven are the threads that bind Texas and Colorado that we must
go to the Lone Star State for beginnings. The Civil War had put an end
to traffic in Texas cattle over trails to St. Louis and other markets along
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the Mississippi. Shipping from Texas ports to New Orleans for the Con-
federate Army ceased after the capture of New Orleans by the Union
forces in 1862. No other outlets were available. Stagnation came over
an already ill-managed, haphazard industry. Cattle increased to almost
incredible numbers until the plains of Texas were literally over-run.

With this great surplus securely locked in the South behind the bar-
rier of war, there was an acute shortage of beef in northern markets, where
the demand for the army and for civilian use could not be supplied. Or-
dinary steaks and roasts were selling in the cities for 40 cents a pound
and the workingman'’s portion was boiled beef once a week. With virtually
a beef famine in the Upper Mississippi Valley, Texas and Indian Terri-
tory counted four million head of cattle, without an open road to market
at the close of the Civil War. Without railrcads, deprived of Gulf and
river transportation, north-bound trails overgrown with grass, the plight of
the Texas drover was pitiful. A million head of unbranded cattle roamed
the prairies south of the Red River. Mavericking had been legalized for
the time being in Texas and the word, signifying ownerless cattle, had
been incorporated in the vocabulary of the range.*

CartLE WERE WORTHLESS.—Cattle were bartered on an unequal basis,
to the loss of the owner, who took anything he could get for his stock. The
scale of values in Texas during 1865 was $2 a head for yearlings,
$3 to $4 for two-year-olds, $S to $6 for three-year-olds, $6 to $7
for four-year-clds. On this basis the drover could exchange cattle for
goods, allowing the merchant a profit of 400 to SO0 per cent. No one
offered cash for cattle. Seventy-five head would buy a good saddle horse
and a two-horse wagon could be obtained for one hundred head of T.ong-
horns. The drover who had the greatest number of cattle with his brand
on them was actually the poorer. Coupled with this discount in values at
home, there was a prejudice at the North against Texas cattle on account
of disease, that set every hand against the drover.

This prejudice dated back to pre-war days, when Texas drovers, start-
ing in 1856, reached the St. Louis market with cattle. Wherever these
herds had come in contact with the farm cattle of Missouri, they left a
trail of disease and death. Ten years later, in the vear following the close
of the war, attempts were made to resume trailing, thousands of head being

*Samuel A. Maverick, Texas pioneer, member of the Congress of the Re-
public of Texas, temporarily resided at Decrow’s Point on Aatagorda bay in
1845. A neighbor who owed him $1,200 which he could not pay in cash, gave
him 400 head ot cattle to square the debt. Maverick turned them over to a
family of negro slaves, as cattle were worth little. The cattle grazed uncared
for and their increase over-ran the neighborhood unbranded. The settlers
referred to them as “Maverick’s.” The term, first definitely emploved, soon
became general, being applied to the thousands of unbranded and 6\\'n‘erleu
cattle that grazed the coastal plains of Texas. The term spread to othé;
regions and finally reached Colorade with the first trail herds, and later was
incorporated in the phraseology of statutes that forbid “mavericking,” or ap-
propriating unbranded calves. = *
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started from Indian Territory and Texas toward Sedalia, Mo., which was
then the terminus of the Missouri Pacific railway. Border ruffians, the
term applied to bandits who had operated under cloak of war, continued
their depredations and they held up trail herds at the Kansas-Missouri
border. Armed opposition came also from farmers who dreaded the mys-
terious malady that came in the wake of the Texas herds. The result was
that most of the drovers turned back into the grazing country. An esti-
mate of the drive of 1866 was 262,000 head, very few going through to
market.

Stagnation unparalleled afflicted an industry that had grown up un-
checked by competent knowledge of marketing, unprepared for war, and
fostered blindly by the lavish hand of Nature, with bountiful grazing re-
sources, a fecund breed of cattle and the desire of men for the lazy life
of the hacienda and a picturesquely gainful calling, without arduous labor.

TRAIL HERDS GET UNDER WAY

It was not a Texan who led the way out of discouragement and distress,
but a shrewd cattle trader from Illinois, Joseph G. McCoy by name. He
knew there was a shortage of beef in the populous North and that farmers
in Illinois and Iowa were growing a surplus of corn that might well be
fed. Also, he was aware that no cattle were coming through from Texas
to the St. Louis market.

The Kansas Pacific had been completed to Abilene and construction
was being pushed westward. McCoy conceived the idea of diverting trail
herds from Texas and the Indian Territory to Abilene, avoiding border
opposition and getting cattle to the railroad for shipment to Chicago. He
broached the subject to the officials of the Kansas Pacific, who had no faith
in the plan, but were persuaded to build pens and loading chutes to ac-
commodate 3,000 head of cattle. McCoy then started a man south on
horseback to the Chisholm trail* to intercept herds and tell drovers about
the new shipping point at Abilene. The first herd to follow the suggestion

*Confusion over trail names and routes has been cleared up by the Old
Time Trail Drovers’ Association, who approve the version given by
Anderson as to the route of the original Chisholm Trail. Anderson was station
agent for the Kansas-Pacific Railway at Abilene. According to his descrip-
tion, the point of origin of the Chisholm Trail was near the junction of the
Grand River and the Arkansas in the Indian Territory (now Oklahoma). It
was named for Jesse Chisholm, a Cherokee Indian trader, who trailed cattle
to Fort Scott, Kansas, and other army posts prior to the Civil War. Later
the trail followed up the Arkansas into IKansas, having its main Kansas base
along Chishélm Creek near Wichita. Diversions reached various army posts
and a route was laid out to Abilene. The extreme western point mentioned
by Anderson, as reached by the Chisholm Trail, was Fort Lyon, Colorado.
There was another trail from west Texas, up the Pecos into New Mexico and
Colorado, with a diversion to Dodge City, known as the Tascosa Branch. This
Pecos Trail was often erroneously called Chisholmn Trail, confusion arising from
the fact that John 8. Chisum of Colburn, Texas, who trailed cattle to Colorado,
used this route. The approved name for this route was the Goodnight-Loving
Trail. John Chisum had no knowledge of the Cherokee trader whose name
was spelled Chisholm.
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was in charge of a drover named Thompson, the cattle being owned by
Smith, McCord and Chandler, Missouri River merchants, who were run-
ning them in the Indian Territory. Before the season of 1867 was over
35,000 head had been handled at Abilene, selling there at $15 to $18 and
bringing $24 to $28 a head at Chicago. Word spread of the new market
and 1868 found Abilene crowded with buyers, among them many Colorado
ranchmen, who came to stock up pastures with Longhorns.

RedARKABLE TrAFFIC BEGINS.—That was the beginning of a remark-
able movement that reached 75,000 in 1868, 150,000 the following year
and was destined to carry millions of southern cattle from the breeding
grounds of Texas and Indian Territory to the eastern markets and to the
ranches of western Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado, Wyoming, the Dakotas
and Montana. The fourth year McCoy’s estimate* was that 700,000 head
were handled over the Abilene Trail. Thin and immature cattle reach-
ing the railroad found ready buyers from Colorado and other range states
and went westward by rail or trail. The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
was under construction and the Kansas Pacific was nearing the Rocky
Mountains. Following Abilene came other cow towns—Newton, Great
Bend, Dodge City, Trail City—each flourishing riotously in wickedness like
the proverbial green bay tree, then falling into decay or, on later revival,
assuming the character of substantial, respectable communities after their
fling in the drama of the plains.

The railroads were intent only on spanning the continent from east to
west. The telegraph followed the rails. Nature had provided no water
courses to connect the grass lands of Texas and Colorado, so cattle had to
be trailed at least to the railroad. This resulted in a scheme of beef pro-
duction unique in history and which, from its inception in the distress of
the Texas drover, has throughout been marked by great fluctuations, tre-
mendous profits and corresponding losses; turbulence, strife, uncertainty
and change, baffling to the economist, unfavored by the keen banker, but
highly attractive to the speculative instinct that gave the cowman his daily
thrill. Tt was a business that had hope as working capital, enthusiasm its
chief asset and disillusionment an ever threatening liability.

FIRST TRAIN LOAD GOES EAST

While the railroads brought quick relief to over-production on the
Texas range, they also furnished an easy outlet for finished cattle from
Colorado pastures. The first trainload that went east from Colorado was
loaded out in 1869 at Kit Carson, then the terminus of the Kansas Pacific,
George Thompson brought this drove from Las Animas. This was the

*“Historic Sketches of the Cattle Trade.”—J. G. McCoy.
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beginning of traffic that became important by 1872, when 428 cars were
shipped from Denver, 85 from Deer Trail, 162 from Kit Carson, and 116
from Cheyenne Wells. Denver banks financed this movement, several
bankers engaging actively in the cattle business. Colorado owners also
sold 31,250 head that year for delivery at North Platte on the Union Pa-
cific, for filling Utah and Montana contracts, making the total cattle ex-
ports by rail 46,208 head, valued at over a million dollars. Cattle mar-
keted eastward brought about $35 a head and those going west, $17. No
record is available of the trail movement during that year, but far more
cattle were trailed than shipped by rail.

Up to 1870 each owner rounded up his own herds, but it was found ex-
pedient now to combine forces and gather up the cattle in spring and fall
on the community plan, the first organized roundup taking place below
Platteville in 1871.

STOCK GROWERS ORGANIZE

The call for the first meeting of Colorado stock growers was signed
by Joseph L. Bailey, proprietor of the Bull’s Head corral in Denver. The
organization meeting was held at the American House the evening of Jan-
uary 9, 1872, A. J. Williams being chairman, and W. Holly, secretary.
The purposes set forth by Bailey were: “To protect the interests alike of
stockmen, ranchmen and farmers, and to harmonize, as far as possible,
whatever might be conflicting in the great interest of agriculture and stock
raising.”

Efforts to carry out the plan according to Bailey’s purposes failed,
though the first two sessions included both the plowman and the cowman;
in fact, also the sheep raiser. It soon became evident, however, that har-
mony was impossible between such divergent interests and those whose
chief business was farming made no effort to remain members of an as-
sociation organized for the protection of the range industry. Those who
helped shape the organization were Bailey, I. P. VanWormer, J. H. Pinker-
ton, W. W. Roberts and George W. Brown. The first legislative committee
was composed of John G. Lilly, L. F. Bartels, Peter Erkens, John S.
Wheeler and John Hittson.

Permanent officers chosen were: John G. Lilly, president; J. L. Bailey,
vice-president; W. Holly, secretary; A. J. Williams, treasurer. Executive
Committee: W. W. Roberts, James M. Wilson, J. L. Brush, Alfred Butters

and George W. Brown.
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AN EARLY-DAY HERD LAW

A herd law was on the statute books at this time, having been passed
by the Territorial Legislature in 1864. It applied only to Douglas and
Weld counties, but it seems never to have been enforced. The law pro-
vided that “No person farming or cultivating land within the limits of
Douglas and Weld counties shall be required to fence or inclose same
against any stock running at large, or herded within said counties. All
persons owning or having charge of stock will be required to herd or con-
fine same during the season of growing crops.” The law empowered own-
ers of crops damaged by stock to seize the animals and impound them until
reimbursed for their loss.

The existence of this statute furnishes effective proof of the fact that
general agriculture was in the ascendency in Colorado before the range in-
dustry became important. At various times in later years farmers have
made efforts to obtain a herd law which would throw the burden for stock
damage on the owner of the herd, but without success. The stockmen suc-
ceeded in having it established as a principle of law that it is incumbent
upon the farmer in a range state to protect his crops and the grazier, by
the very nature of his nomadic business could be held liable only in case
his animals broke through a prescribed fence, whether this be of barbed
wire, or poles, or other construction firm enough and in proper repair to
hold stock out.

Legislation was passed at the behest of the newly-organized Stock-
growers Association in 1872, putting the burden on the railroad company
for losses killed by train. A schedule of rates of reimbursement was fixed
at two-thirds the prevailing market value of the cattle. This schedule
was as follows: Texas yearlings, $7; two-year-olds, $12; cows, three years
old and over, $16; American yearlings, $12; two-year-olds, $22; three
years and over, $30; American work cattle, $37.50; American sheep,
$2.50 each; Mexican sheep, $1.50 each. There came a time in the history
of the industry when this rate of repayment made it more profitable for
the stock raiser to sacrifice his cattle or sheep to the railroad than on
the market, and when there was little regret by the owner if an engineer
carelessly ran into a herd. In time the railroads fenced their rights-of-way,
as was later required by law and demanded by the traveling public, who
objected to frequent delays while the train crew went forward to chase
cattle or sheep from the track.

One of the first accomplishments of the Colorado Stock Growers Asso-
ciation was to obtain the passage of a law providing that no Texas or
Mexican bull should be allowed to run on the range except in the counties
of Huerfano, Las Animas, Costilla and Conejos. These exceptions were
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made at the request of the Spanish-American members of the Territorial
Legislature, whose constituents did not favor improvement in quality of
their stock.

Batiey A FrrTy-NINER-—Joseph L. Bailey, who figured so prom-
inently in the association during its early days, was a Fifty-niner, who
gave up gold digging to engage in the meat business on Blake Street, Den-
ver, buying a shop on credit and clearing over $30,000 in eighteen months
through the sale of meat to arriving emigrants and provisioning parties of
prospectors for the hills. In 1865 he opened the Bull’s Head corral, which
was a market for livestock and the true forerunner of the Denver Union
Stock Yards. He handled the bulk of the hay that came to the Denver
market, his trade in that commodity reaching four thousand tons in one
season. High prices prevailed and loads of baled hay sometimes brought
$500 to $1,000 in the mining camps; and hay could be had for the cutting
in every swale or valley. Many a ranchman got his start in hauling hay
to the mines, where it was badly needed for the draft animals used in
transporting timbers for mine work and for conveying ores and supplies.
Oxen were too slow for the mines and they were superseded by horses
and mules as rapidly as this better class of animals became available,
though the bovine draft animal still did most of the general freighting.
It was in 1864 when a train of half a dozen immense loads of hay, each
wagon drawn by six yoke of oxen, came through Denver, and a chronicl