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This streetscape shows the west side of Colorado Ave. around 1905. The Drake Mercantile building is the only 
building still standing. Haxtun’s early commercial buildings were primarily simple wood frame, false front 
buildings, built as cheaply and quickly as possible. Fire was a major threat, destroying many of Haxtun’s early 
businesses. 

The Shirley Hotel, c. 1920s

Drug store, c. 1920s

Colorado Avenue, c. 1910s

The Municipal Power Plant, c. 1920s

From left to right: The Swedish 
Lutheran Church, Lutheran Church 
Parsonage, and Residence of R. H. 
Gro�, c. 1910s

Midcentury advertisements such as this encouraged 
homeowners to update their older homes

The Country Rose, 
121 S. Colorado

Built in 1919, this brick building originally 
held a drug store and soda fountain. 

 
101 S. Colorado
Constructed in 1921, this building originally 
held the Shirley Hotel and Johnson Meat 
Company. Charles Johnson ran the market 
while his wife Elizabeth Johnson ran the 
hotel. Emigrating from Sweden as a child, 
Charles apprenticed in Holyoke to learn the 
meat business and then homesteaded 
south of Haxtun in the 1890s. In 1909, 
Charles was elected the �rst Town Marshal 
of Haxtun and became a partner in the 
Lohn & Johnson meat market. The Shirley 
Hotel o�ered travelers modern amenities 
including hot and cold running water and 
electricity and included a refrigeration 
plant that produced ice. 

Municipal Power Plant

The town constructed its �rst municipal 
waterworks in this location in 1913, 
providing water for �re�ghting and 
domestic use. The power plant was built in 
1917, providing homes and businesses with 
electricity. 

206 N. Colorado 

The two houses pictured above were 
constructed in 1908, part of a building 
boom in Haxtun. Recently, the house to the 
north was demolished. More than thirty 
new houses were constructed that year. The 
farms around Haxtun were prospering and 
Haxtun was becoming an important 
agricultural trading center. In January 1908, 
the Haxtun Herald reported that 42 cars of 
lumber and 5 cars of cement and plaster 
had been shipped in the previous year and 
“good, substantial houses, barns, and 
granaries are springing up everywhere.” 
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322 and 330 N. Colorado

The bungalow at 332 N. Colorado was 
constructed by R.H. Gro� in 1913. Gro� was 
an assistant cashier at the Farmers’ State 
Bank. His wife Amelia died during the 
Spanish in�uenza outbreak of 1919 and 
Gro� moved to Denver. 

The large side-gable house at 330 N. 
Colorado was built as a parsonage for the 
adjacent Swedish Lutheran Church in 1910. 



13The Swedish Lutheran Church,  
c. 1910s

515 E. Strohm, c. 1940s
photo courtesy of the homeowner

Lutheran Church, 
400 N. Colorado

Haxtun had a large population of Swedish 
and German �rst and second generation 
immigrants. The Swedes established this 
Lutheran Church around 1910. In 1919, the 
Germans established their own 
congregation, Immanuel Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, on the other side of town. 
Services were held in German and English. 
The Swedish Lutheran Church later 
disbanded and in 1940, the German 
congregation purchased their larger and 
better located property for $2500. The 
current church building was constructed in 
1969. 

Bungalow Type Houses

Originating in California, the bungalow 
rapidly spread across the U.S. through 
pattern books, mail order catalogs, and 
magazines. The bungalow craze reached 
its peak in the 1910s and early 1920s, 
coinciding with a housing boom in 
Haxtun as residents replaced frontier 
housing stock with more modern and 
stylish dwellings.  Re�ecting an early 20th 
century interest in e�cient homemaking, 
bungalows featured built-in furniture, a 
combination living/dining room, and a 
compact �oor plan designed to maximize 
�ow and eliminate wasted space.  

Roof Brackets

Large Front PorchSide Bay Window

Dormer Window

Exposed Rafter Tails

Residential Tour

Ranch Style Houses

In the early 1950s, there was a huge 
demand for new housing due to limited 
construction during the Great Depression 
and WWII, followed by the postwar Baby 
Boom. Architects and builders focused on 
developing practical designs and mass 
production techniques. The Ranch 
became the style most associated with 
the country’s expanding midcentury 
suburbs, but many examples can also be 
found in Haxtun. The Ranch House was 
promoted as creating as an easier, more 
casual lifestyle. An open �oor plan 
maximized space and created �exibility. 
The kitchen was combined with the 
living/dining room. Second stories, 
hallways, and most decorative elements 
were eliminated. Large windows and 
patio doors were used to make small 
houses feel larger.  

Prominent Chimney

Picture Window
Attached Garage

Overhanging Eaves

14Haxtun Mason Lodge, 
206 N. Washington

Haxtun Lodge No. 164 was formed in 1924. 
In the early years meetings were held in 
various commercial buildings and in 1940, 
the Masons purchased the old Immanuel 
Lutheran Church. In 1949, they sold the old 
church and constructed this new Masonic 
Lodge. Though only men could be Masons, 
the lodge was also home to local chapters 
of the Order of the Eastern Star, a 
Freemasonry-related organization open to 
both women and men, and the Rainbow 
Girls, a Masonic youth service organization. 

 

15241 E. Chase

Constructed in 1954, 241 E. Chase is an 
excellent example of the ranch style 
featuring a hipped roof with a deep 
overhang, picture windows, and a 
prominent rectangular chimney. 
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106 S. Lincoln

Built in 1903 and expanded over time, this 
gable front and wing house is among 
Haxtun’s earliest surviving dwellings. 
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515 E. Strohm

Constructed in 1914, this bungalow 
features a distinctive porch with stuccoed 
arches, roof brackets, and exposed rafter 
tails.  

16541 E. Chase

Constructed in 1918, this house is an 
excellent example of the bungalow style 
with a large porch, deep roof overhand, 
dormer window, exposed rafter tails, and 
roof brackets. It was built during a boom 
year for new housing in Haxtun; a recent 
survey recorded 58 houses constructed in 
1918 (almost twice as many as any other 
year). 




