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Adult Medicaid Dental Benefit 

 
Background 
Historically, Medicaid has not covered dental services for adults. Lack of preventive dental 
coverage can contribute to a range of serious health complications and drives Medicaid costs for 
both emergency services and medical services. 
 
In 2013, the state legislature passed Senate Bill 242 which authorizes the Department to create a 
new limited dental benefit for adults in Medicaid. The new benefit will provide Medicaid enrolled 
adults age 21 and over an annual dental benefit of up to $1,000 in dental services per state fiscal 
year which runs from July 1 – June 30. 
 

 
What the new adult dental benefit covers 
The adult dental benefit is available to all adult Medicaid clients and will be implemented in two 
phases: 
 

• April 1, 2014 – Basic adult dental preventive, diagnostic and minor restorative dental 
services (such as x-rays and minor fillings) and treatment planning will be available.  

• July 1, 2014 – More comprehensive adult services such as root canals, crowns, partial 
dentures, periodontal scaling and root planing. Other procedures requiring prior 
authorization will also be available. 

 
Dental benefit type Phase 1: 

April 1, 2014 coverage 
Phase 2: 

July 1, 2014 coverage 
Basic dental preventive     
Diagnostic and minor 
restorative dental services 
(such as x-rays and minor 
fillings) 

    

Root canals    
Crowns    
Partial dentures    
Complete dentures*    
Periodontal scaling    
Root planing    

  
* The Joint Budget Committee has included funding for complete dentures (with prior 
authorization) in the FY2014-2015 state budget (Long Bill). The Long Bill still has to be approved 
by both houses of the Legislature and signed by the governor. More information on complete 
dentures will be available prior to July 1st. 
 

Finding a dental provider  
Clients may search for dental providers in their area by visiting the Department website at 
Colorado.gov/hcpf/findaprovider. 

o The Department is working to increase its provider network with the Colorado Dental 
Association’s “Take 5” Campaign to recruit dental providers around the state.  

                                               Improving health care access and outcomes for the people we serve                      April 2014 
 while demonstrating sound stewardship of financial resources 

  

 
 

http://www.leg.state.co.us/CLICS/CLICS2013A/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/4E757BFE04FA421E87257AEE00584F77?Open&file=242_enr.pdf
http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite/HCPF/HCPF/1251567070354
http://www.cdaonline.org/take5
http://www.cdaonline.org/take5


 
 

o Cavity Free at Three Program provides resources to for dental providers in Colorado 
through its program as well.  

How the Department determined covered services for this benefit 
The services covered under this benefit were defined through a series of stakeholder meetings 
called the Dental Benefits Collaborative. For more information please see meeting minutes and 
materials posted on the Department’s website here.  
 
If you have questions about the adult dental benefit, please contact customer service at  
1-800-221-3943. 
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http://www.cavityfreeatthree.org/
http://www.cavityfreeatthree.org/how-get-paid
http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite/HCPF/HCPF/1236690494893
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