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This paper lists the statewide ballot mesasures, initiated and referred, in Colorado since
1912, the firg dection after the initiative and referendum were adopted. The information is
provided by topic and year, whether the proposals were initiated by the people, referred by the
Generd Assembly, referred by the people challenging an act of the Generd Assembly (shown
as R*), and the vote on each measure.

A few comments are offered concerning this information:

Thisissue brief liststhe 327 statewide proposal s that have been on Colorado ballots
from 1912 through the 2001 eection.

» Of the 327 balot proposals, 179 were initiated by the people (55%), 135 were
referred by the General Assembly (41%), and 13 (4%) werereferred by the people
chdlenging an act of the Generd Assembly.

* The average number of proposals on the ballots in the 45 genera eections - even
year eections- Snce1912is7 per dection. Inrecent generd e ections, the numbers
have been higher than average. Therewere 13 in 1992, 12 in 1996 and 2000, and
11 each in 1994 and 1998.

» Ofthemany interesting topicson the bdlots, financing of highway congtructionisone
of the most enduring. There were three road-rel ated proposals presented in 1912;
one eachin 1914, 1922, 1926, and 1934; two in 1920; and closer to the present,
one each in 1997 and 1999, plus a"fixed guideway" proposd in 2001. Therewere
five measures relating to prohibition between 1912 and 1932. There has been at
least one proposal on the balot in even-numbered year dections since 1912, with
the 1930 and 1942 dections each having only one proposa. Odd-numbered year
elections under the Taxpayer’ s Bill of Rightsbeganin 1993 and TABOR proposals
were voted on in 1993, 1995, 1997, 1999, and 2001. The largest number of
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proposals at one eection was in 1912 with 32 measures on the ballot.
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Year I/R Topic Yes No
1912 R | Desgnating mining and smeting business as affected with the public interest 35,997 37,953
Cresting astate tax commission in lieu of the state board of egudization and
R | continuing county boards of equdization 32,548 40,012
Providing that sdaries of county, precinct and other officers need not be paid entirely
R | from fees collected by said officers 28,889 41,622
Raising limitation of county debts based on the assessed vauation of taxable property
R |inthecounty 29,741 47,284
Authorizing a bonded indebtedness for public highways
R | Congruction of tunne through James Peak 36,636 53,327
R | Providing for statewide prohibition 45,800 93,183
| | Enforcement of prohibition laws by search and seizure 75877 116,774
I | Women's 8-hour employment law 64,616 79,190
I | Providing for regulation of public service corporations 108,959 32,019
| | Edtablishing agatefair 30,347 64,138
I | Providing specid funds for state immigration bureau 49,102 52,462
I | Reducing cogts for publishing the condtitutional amendments, initiated and referred 30,359 54,272
I |laws and publishing arguments for and against 39,551 50,635
Granting home rulefor cities and towns
|| Providing recdl from office 49,596 44,778
I | Amending dection laws 53,620 39,564
I | Providing for the holding of specia dectionsfor voting on proposed congtitutiondl 37,616 38,537
| | amendments and initiated and referred laws 33413 40,634
Defining contempt of court and providing for trid by jury for contempt in certain
| |casss 31,850 41,855
Cresgting a public utilities court with exclusive power to fix rates, and for apped
|| directly to the Supreme Court from its decisons 27534 51,820
Amending eection laws and providing for a“headless balot”
| | Providing wider control of schools by people 43,390 39,504
I | Providing for juvenile courtsin cities and counties of 100,000 population 338,318 55,691
| | Mothers compensation act and aid to dependent and neglected children 55,416 40,891
| | Relating to civil service and amending the law thereon 82,337 37,870
|| Eight hour law for work in underground mines, smdters, mills and coke ovens 38,426 35,282
| | Giving the state highway commission control of certain funds 52,525 48,777
Eight-hour day for work in underground mines, smelters, coke ovens, etc.
| | Concerning the branding and making of livestock 44,563 45,101
R* | Reating to the custody and management of public funds 69,489 30,992
R* | Egablishing teachers summer normd schools 37,387 37,740
R* | Concerning examinations of teachers 20,968 44,322
R* | Concerning weter rights and irrigation 23521 63,266
R* 25,369 54,086
R* 22,931 47,614
1914 R | Providing 60 years for redemption of city and town indebtedness 38,589 65,206
R | Concerning the equalization of tax assessmentsat full cash vaue by state and county 55,987 55,275
boards of equdization
R | Concerning publication of congtitutional amendments and initisted and referred laws 438,301 56,259
Providing for statewide prohibition
| | Permitting probation in criminal cases for minors and firgt offenders 129,589 | 118,0176
I | Providing for codification of laws relaing to women and children 62,561 8,512
I | Providing for a 3/4thsjury verdict in civil casesand permitting women to serve on 68,242 72,122
| |juriesif they desire 67,130 77,488
Giving the people the right to petition the Governor to call specid dectionsfor
| | submitting measures under the initiative and referendum 40,643 80,977

Designating newspapers as public utilities
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I | Providing that initiated measures rejected by the people cannot be again initiated for 35,752 91,426
I |sx yearsand that, if two conflicting measures are adopted at the same dection, the 55,667 112,537
onereceiving the largest affirmative vote shal prevail
Increasing the state road fund by %2 mill for highway congtruction
| | Relating to the financing and capitalization of public utilities 117,146 53,844
R* | Providing for the licensing and regulation of commisson merchants 39,703 65,182
R* | Relieving employees from assuming risk of injury or death 39,448 67,454
R* | Concerning the gppointment of peace officers 69,006 60,298
R* | Reating to thefinancing and capitaization of public utilities 49,116 68,836
R* 37,633 63,603
1916 | | Providing for the care and trestment of insane persons 164,220 39,415
I | Providing for theinvestment of public school fundsin certain securities 102,956 66,058
| | Regulaing the running of livestock &t large 85279 155,134
| | Abolishment of the state tax commission 80,362 84,011
| | Placing the state civil service under the condtitution 62,458 96,561
I | Anti-prohibition: Declaring beer non-intoxicating and providing for its manufacture 77345| 163,134
and sde
R* | Regulating the practice of medicine 96,879 82,317
1918 R | Concerning the publication of proposed congtitutional amendments and initiated and 98,715 12,237
referred laws
R | Limiting time for introduction of legidative billsfrom 25 to 15 days 67,693 19,901
| | Placing state civil servicein the Congtitution 75,301 41,287
I |“Bonedry” prohibition law 113,636 64,740
| | Reief of adult blind 131,469 9,440
1920 R | Providing a$50 million bond issue for the congtruction of public highways 100,130 70,997
R | Increasing the number of county judges 35,095 97,398
R | Increasing the sdaries of Governor, the Secretary to the Governor, Justices of the 49313 112,878
Supreme Court, and judges of the district courts
| | Creating the county of Hagler 33,295] 140,360
|| Providing an additiona 1mill levy for state educationd indtitutions 160,268 52,324
| | Appropriaing $350,000 from the state generd fund for the establishment of the 155,049 50,295
Psychopathic Hospital and Laboratory
| | Fixing hours of employment for city fire departments 113,286 82,596
|| Reding to the practice of chiropractic and providing for the regulation and licensing 84,286| 109,358
thereof
I | Providing for the congtruction of the Moffat, Monarch, and San Juan tunnels, and a 101,841 126,099
bond issue therefor
|| Cresting the County of Limon 34,881| 141,239
1922 R | Location and control of ingtitutions of higher education 87,282 58,315
R | Four year termsfor certain eected county officids 37,945] 105,782
R | Four year termsfor certain dected state officias 40,081 100,367
R | Giving Generd Assembly power to provide for property rights of diens indigible 43,074 95,219
for citizenship
I | Giving Generd Assembly or people power to exempt certain intangibles from ad 42466] 120,355
vaorem taxation and to impose an income tax in lieu thereof
I | Concerning experimenta operations on human beings and dumb animas 35476] 178,120
I | Revising gpportionment of members of Generd Assembly 61,502 101,537
I |$ 1.5 million bond issuefor congtruction of public highways 131,271 66,536
I | Creating aPublic Utilities Commission, prescribing its powers and duties, and 75,061] 107,655

defining public utilities
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1924 R | Providing for the crestion of abond issueto pay bonusto soldiersand sailors 67,230] 129,344
Giving Generd Assembly power to fix sdaries of sate officers
R | Establishing the office of state printer and printing building committee 32,150] 225,505
I 91,510 119,586
1926 R | Giving Generd Assembly power to fix salaries of the Governor, Secretary to the 95625 | 104,709
Governor, Justices of the Supreme Court, and district court judges
R | Giving Generd Assembly power to fix salaries of county and precinct officers, such 60,086 | 118,284
sdaries not necessarily to be paid only from fees collected
R | Giving Generd Assembly power to enact laws for motor vehicle regidration taxes 68459 | 134,292
and feesin lieu of ad vaorem taxes
R | Giving Generd Assembly power to provide for manufacture and sde of intoxicating 107,749 | 154,672
liquorsfor intrastate use, subject to U. S. Constitution
I | Concerning the taxation of petroleum products and regigtration of motor vehicles, and 81,762 | 145,482
providing thet all such taxes and fees be usad exclusively for roads
Amending law to prevent dentists licensed in other statesto practice in Colorado
| |without examination 56,433 | 182,816
Cresgting apublic utilities commission and prescribing its powers and duties
I 35137 | 161,372
1928 R | Giving the Generd Assembly power to fix sdaries of Governor, the Secretary to the 134,724 | 119,060
Governor, Justices of the Supreme Court, and district court judges
Requiring payment of ad vaorem tax on red property aquaification for voting on
R | school bonded indebtedness 69,005 | 155,018
Amending eminent domain provisions to facilitate better city planning and zoning
R | Providing for the eection of astate board of education and for the appointment by 32294 | 157,973
the board of a Commissioner of Education to replace the state Superintendent of
I Public Ingruction 84416 | 157,889
Providing for a$ 60 million bond issue for the congtruction of highways
I 82422 | 173,881
1930 I | Providing for the eection of agate board of education and for the gppointment by 70,643 | 149,770
the board of aCommissioner of Education to replace the State Superintendent of
Public Ingruction
1932 R | Providing for four year termsfor certain county officids 102,117] 169,703
| | Limiting taxation of motor fud and ad va orum taxation of motor vehides 124,610] 248,801
| | Repedling statewide prohibition subject to national repes 233,311 182,771
| | Reapportionment of General Assambly 162,871 | 144,037
| | Giving Genera Assembly power to providefor alimited income tax and aclassified 101438 214,464
persona property tax to be used for public schools
I | Giving Generd Assambly power to provide for a graduated income tax for stete 85,573 225,713
purposes, abolishing property taxes for state purposes, and giving any excess
revenue to public schools
R* | Increasing the tax on oleomargarine from 10 to 15 cents per pound 134,313| 217,671
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1934 R | “Short balot” amendment, vesting centraized authority in the Governor 47,265| 200,366
R | Amending civil service condtitutional amendment 60,745] 192,140
R | Amendingrevenue and taxation sections of condtitution, principally by eiminating the 107,457] 161,952
“uniformity clause” and boards of equdization
I | Concerning the taxation of petroleum products and regigtration of motor vehicles and 160,482| 132,9%4
providing thet al such taxes and fees be used exclusively for roads
Limiting tax on motor fuel to 3 cents per gdlon
I | Giving people the sole power to impose or gpprove the imposition of excise taxes 87,090] 187,720
| | through theinitiative and referendum 126,649 149,098
Imposing license fees on chain sores
I 197,144 | 156,147
1936 R | Providing that women shdl serve on juries 120,872| 184,204
R | Giving Generd Assembly power to provide for agraduated income tax 167,268 | 159,143
R | Exempting red and persond property of churches, schools an cemeteries, in certain 227,254 111,123
cases, from taxation, unless otherwise provided for by law
I | Providing for $45.00 per month for old age pensions and designating certain taxes for 239,289 | 134,377
the payment thereof
I | Amending “uniformity clause’ of the condtitution principally by limiting rete to 60,228 283,583
taxation for dl purposesto 20millsin cities and towns of the first classand 15 mills
to other divisons
I Providing for ownership tax on motor vehiclesin lieu of ad valorem taxation thereon, 218,795] 108,270
and for distribution of such tax
I | Amending revenue section of condtitution principaly by giving Generd Assembly 67,155| 262,022
power to provide for an income tax within limitations
| | Providing public assstanceto indigent tubercular residents 176,872 133516
I | Amendingworkman's compensation act to benefit of employees 203,195] 114,733
1938 | | Reped of chain goretax act 167,109| 264,700
| | Rdaingto the practice of healing arts, and giving practitioners licensed by the state 94,846 | 315,174
certainrightsin tax supported ingtitutions and power to regulate their own professions
Reped of $45.00 per month old age penson amendment and giving the Genera
| | Assambly power to providefor pensions 157,975| 274,598
1940 I | Providing for anincometax, requiring Generd Assembly to levy such incometax at 81,787] 366,049
not lower than certain specified rates, and requiring that revenues derived from the
income tax shal replace property taxes
| | Edablishing aracing commission and legdizing horse and dog racing, and dlocating 203195| 277,392
revenues therefrom 85 % to the counties and 15 % for information and publicity
Providing for aguaranteed old age pension of $ 30 per month to residents of the
| | dtateover 65 years of agewho qudify, and providing that such pensions, together 138,383| 358,582
with the ordinary expenses of the state government, shdl bethe first charge against
the generd fund
Providing for an ad vdorem tax on dl intangible property in the Sate, and dlocating
I | thefundsderived therefrom 50,860 440,202
Providing for the conservation of the state’ swildlife resources, limiting the use of
| | gameand fish revenuesfor such purposes, and etablishing agame and fish 196,907 | 272,768
commission
1942 R | Réating to thelegidative department, providing limitations on the sessions of the 72,147 73,648

Generd Asseambly, including session length, and the manner of introduction of bills

http://www.state.co.us/gov_dir/leg_dir/Ics.htm

Room 029, State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203-1784 « 303-866-3521 « FAX: 303-866-3855 « TDD 303-866-3472




1944 R | Providing jury service by women 195,793 127,057
I | Providing for diensdligibleto citizenship may acquire and digpose of red and persond 173652| 195,792
property, and that provison shall be made by law concerning the right of diens
indligible to citizenship to dispose of such property
I | Appropriating$ 500,000 for the current biennium and $ 1.5 million annualy theresfter, 243,863 140,187
or asmuch as necessary, for old age pensions, in order to pay the full award of the
county departments of public welfare to each recipient of such pension
Providingfor preferenceto honorably discharged veterans and their widowsin thecivil
| | serviceof the state and its political subdivisions by the adding of state points to the 256,563| 107,100
passing grades attained by such personsin civil service exams
1946 R | Amending the Condtitution providing for secret balots 118,470 92,203
R | Providing that any baancein the old age pension fund a theend of any caendar year 96,787 169,243
shall be used to pay future pensions and adminigtrative cogsof fund
1948 R | Reorganization of the State Department of Education 238,100| 128,054
R | Providing that political subdivisions may adopt and thereafter modify or repeal loca 120,799 334,331
option proposas prohibiting the sale of acoholic and fermented malt beverages
Providing for a guaranteed minimum $ 55 per month old age pension and for the
I alocation and earmarking of certain moneys and excise taxesto pay the same, and 166,034 295,712
providing qualification for recipients
1950 R | Reating to the City and County of Denver and home rule cities 145,780 91,700
R | Reating to numerous provisions concerning the Generd Assembly 134,048| 96,709
I Concerningcivil serviceand providing for additiona exemptionsof theGovernor’ ssteff, 103,848| 208,408
one secretary to eected officias, and heads of departments as designated by law
1952 R | Rdating tothejudicid department and the compensation and retirement of  judges 233,365 159,883
Rdéting to the regulation of public utilities
R | Reating to the exemption of certain property from ad vaorem taxation 173,652 203,732
R | Providing for a severance tax on certain petroleum products and natura gas 96,584 279,682
| | Providing that ownership, exhibition and operation of dot machines shal be unlawful 177,125 315,392
| | except where not permitted by municipa ordinance or charter provision adopted by 152,570 324,548
the voters
1954 R | Veding power to regulate public utilitiesin the Public Utilities Commission 229,175 123923
R | Exduding from civil servicethe Director of the Water Conservation Board 133,073] 159,800
R | Providing for four year terms of office for eected sate officids 123412] 155,539
R | Reating toincome deductible from old age pension 104,079] 223,965
R | Rdating to the gpportionment of members of the Genera Assembly, including 116,695 159,188
representation based on population in the House of Representatives
Providing for the issuance of anticipation warrants for highway purposes
R | Providing for four year terms of office for certain county officers 177,697 132,628
R | Reating to taxation on personal property 168,055 151,271
I 143486] 148,517
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1956 R | Providing for four year terms of office, beginning in January, 1959, for Governor, 316,611 192,267
Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Auditor of State, State Treasurer, and
Attorney Genera
R | Permit the Generd Assembly to exempt from taxation household furnishings and 320,134 196,423
persond effects not used at any time for the production of income
Providing for the employment and tenure in the state classified civil service on the
R | basisof merit and for the adminigtration of the state civil service by acivil service 156,077 334,498
commission
Providing for the gpportionment of members of the Senate and House of
| | Representativesof the Generd Assembly 158204] 349,195
Revising the old age pension in the Contitution, establishing amonthly award of $
| | 100 to be adjusted to increased living costs, providing for astabilization fund of $5 364,961 190,366
million and amedica fund of not to exceed $ 10 million annualy
1958 R | “Right to Work”, providing that no person shall be denied the freedom to obtain or 218426] 231,725
retain employment because of membership or non-membership in any labor union of
organizetion
R | Reating to the compensation of county and precinct officers 146328 | 252,903
R | Concerning county government 158,666 | 241,636
| | Legdizing the conduct of games of chance (lotto, bingo, and reffles) by certain 244,929 235482
organizations which operate without profit to sues paying members and only under
certain conditions
| | Addinganew section to the Conditution providing membership in any labor union 200,319] 318,480
1960 R | Concerning the classified civil service of the Sate 214,956 342,352
R | Reating to county officers; changes by vote of the people 231,025] 328,241
| | Creating awildlife management commission and adepartment of wildlife 190,366| 419,048
conservation
| | Providing for daylight savingstime 280,115] 336,033
I | Concerning aretal sdesand usetax and authorizing the vesting in counties, cities 200566] 403,470
and towns the power to impose aretail sdles and usetax for loca purposes, except
for drugs and food for off-premises purposes
| | Authorizing the Governor, with consent of the Senate, to gppoint administrative 170,736] 430,394
officers of certain departments, to be excluded from the state civil service
1962 R | Providing for the reorganization of the Judicia Department 303,740 169,052
R | Rdating to officersin the City and County of Denver 157,249) 254,354
R | Reaingtoincometax paymentsand to alow the definition of income as used in the 231,784 201,795
lawsof the U.S.
R | Rdating to the qudification of voters, including the right to vote for President by 303,942 137,723
non-residents
R | Reating to taxable property: assessment and county boards of equdization 215,413 212477
R | Redingto county andlocd officers, including terms of office 207,442 208,867
I | Providing for the gpportionment of the Generad Assembly and providing for 305,700 172,725
senatorid and representative digtricts 149,822
| | Redaing to regpportionment, including acommission on legidative apportionment 311,749
1964 R | Providing for aState Auditor under the Legidative Department to replace the 304,066 173,221
Auditor of State under the Executive Department
R | Providing that the office of County Superintendent of Schools may be abolished by 308,049 177,967
the eectors on any county, and eiminating inoperative provisions with respect to
certain duties of the County Superintendent
1966 R | Providing that executive and adminigtrative offices, agencies, and instrumentalities of 369,366 162,038

the Executive Department shal not exceed 20 departments, with certain exceptions
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Providing for the classfication of sdlf-propelled equipment, motor vehicles, and

R | certain other movable equipment, and for a specific ownership tax thereon in lieu of 318,102
ad vaorum taxaion 211,177
Providing for daylight savingstime
R | Concerning the abalition of capitd punishment 346,27
R | Providing for the joint election of the Governor and Lieutenant Governor by casting 4 193,245 258,490
R | asnglevote gpplicableto both offices 428,522 389,707
Concerning the Judicia Department and providing for the sdlection, tenure, remova 204,186
| | orretirement of Justices of the Supreme Court and judges of other courts 293,77
Concerning regpportionment and providing for sngle member digtrictsin both 1 261,558
houses, each district to be substantially equal in population, sets standardsfor
| | formation of digtricts, revision of digtricts by the General Assembly in 1967 and
after each decennia census theredfter, with pendtiesfor failureto act 374,884 158,067
Concerning the property tax, establishing a maximum limitation on annua taxation of
property and gradually exempting from taxation certain persona property over aten
year period
I
178245] 386,650
Relating to the exemption of publicly owned red property from taxation
Relating to the compensation of county officers
1968 R
R 2844041 308,915
307,35 288,873
6
1970 R | Exempting the heads of principa departments from state classified civil service 293,621 219,639
Cregting the state personnd system, providing for the gpplication of the merit
R | system of employment and retention of state employees, and granting preferenceto 346,663 175,076
veterans
Reating to loca government and providing for home rule and service authorities
R | Reducing the voting age and residency requirements of eectors and extending the 325,512 170,986
right to vote for candidates for the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives and
R | rights, privileges, liabilities, repongihilities, and duties as adults, as provided by law 240622 291,858
Changing the residency qudification of eectors, and providing that no person shall
be denied theright to vote in an eection because of residence on land Situated in the
date that isunder the jurisdiction of the United States
R 336,977 184,694
1972 R | Authorizing the conduct of sweepstakes races 408,704 417,149
R | Providing for astudent loan program and for the enactment of laws therefor 443,660 365,948
R | Rdatingto equality of rights of the sexes 531,415 295,254
R | Concerning stateingtitutions of higher education and their governing boards, 418,825 386,645
increasing the number of Regents of the University of Colorado, and removing the
vote of the President in case of atie vote of the Regents
R | Removing the prohibition againg increasing or decreasing compensation of certain 233678] 571,083
date and county officers during their terms of office
I | Providing for aprivately operated lottery, supervised and regulated by the State, 161,281 647,817
granting an exclusive ten-year license to a specificaly named corporation and
providing for the distribution of lottery funds (40% prizes, 30% corporation, 30 %
the state generd fund)
I | Concerning the property tax, establishing amaximum of 1.5 % of actud vaue of the 192913| 627,007
annud taxation of property, except by vote, designating the maximum amount that
may be levied by governmenta units and defining actua vaue
Prohibiting the date from levying taxes and appropriating or lending funds for aiding
I | orfurthering the 1976 Winter Olympic Games 514,228 350,964
“Sunshine Law” requiring that public officiads disclose their private interest, that
I | lobbyistsregister and file periodic informationa statements, and that al officid state 491,073 325,819
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meetings be open to the public

Reating to public utilities by defining just and reasonable rates, cregting an office of
public consumer counsel, and requiring disclosure of certain financid information of
public utilities

“No fault insurance’, establishing a system of compulsory insurance and
compensation irrespective of fault for victims of motor vehicle accidents, and
establishing an assgned risk clams plan

Replacement of property taxes for financing of schools and limiting other property
taxes with replacement of lost property tax revenues with severance taxes, corporate
and persond income taxes, and taxes on sdesand sarvices,  crestes adate tax
equdization commission for uniform assessment on al red property.

350,264

208,155

167,882

468,154

595,887

628,201

1974

Desgth pendlty for persons convicted of class 1 fdonies

Concerning the State Treasurer and to state moneys and reports of that officer and
deleting requirements for listing and publishing the number and amounts of each
warrant paid

Concerning the supplying of energy and providing that municipdities may become
subscribers of shareholdersin any corporations or companies and joint ownerswith
any persons, corporations, of companies to effect the development of energy
resources

Concerning annexation proceedings in the Denver metropolitan areaand cregting a
boundary control commission

Revising the functions and powers of the executive and legidative departments of the
date, providing for thefilling of vacanciesin gate offices, and relieving the
Lieutenant Governor of legidative duties

Removing proceeds of the fud tax on aviation fud from the Highway Users Tax
Fund

“Poundstone Amendment” concerning the annexation of property by acity or city
and county, and requiring an affirmative vote of the eectors of the county before the
striking off of any territory of a county by annexation

Prohibit the assgnment or trangportation of pupilsto public educationd ingtitutions
in order to achieveracia baancein such inditutions

Cresting the Colorado Regpportionment Commission to consist of 11 members,
gppointed by the legidative, executive and judicia departments and adding new
reguirements to be considered in the crestion of legidative digtricts

Establishing procedura stepsto be complied with prior to the detonation of nuclear
explosive devices and requiring prior approva of detonation by the votersin an
initiated or referred measure

451,40
3
425,50
5

481,513

397,442

386,284

375,390

409,174

485,586

386,725

399,818

286,805
247,141

200,360

252,256

257,967

293,430

292,040

220,842

255,725

201,284

1976

Concerning the authorization of sweepstakes races

Classification and taxation of motor vehicles and certain other movable equipment
and deleting mobile homes from said requirements and providing that the Generd
Assembly shal providefor the taxation of mobile homes

Exempting from the state civil service system the heads of divisions of principa
departmentsin the Executive Department of the Sate, the heads of state
correctiond and mental and menta retardation ingitutionsand the persond
secretary to the executive director of each such department

Allowing county commissionersto set the compensation of county eected officias
and prohibiting an increase or decrease in sdlary during aterm of office

Providing for equality of rights under the law on account of sex

Exempting food and food products, with certain exceptions, from Sate sdlesand use
taxes and to require that the General Assembly enact certain taxes to offset any
revenuelogt therefrom

Requiring approva of 2/3rds of the General Assembly prior to the congtruction or
modification of anuclear power plant or related facility, including requirements for
legidative hearings concerning the ssfe operation of such facilities and the waiver of

522,068
627,562

237,853

376,386

401,943
406,311

305,142
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federaly imposed limits on ligbility for damage resulting from the operation of such
facility
Requiring a minimum deposit refund vaue for recycling beverage containers

Creeting a Department of Public Counselor for the representation of consumers of 346,335 702,292

public utility serviceswith other provisionsrelating to public utilities

Require voter approval of al state and loca actionsthat result in new or increased 304594 711,627

taxes

Providing proceduresfor thefilling of vacanciesin the office of county commissioner

Limiting the annual increasesin per capita expenditures by the state and politica 259,201 767,157

subdivisons to the consumer price index, unless larger increases are gpproved by the

voters. (Other provisionswereincluded.) 442,071 226,432
1978

295616 420,759

1980 Requiring that petitions for initiated and referred measures be sgned by registered 638,731 423322

electors and providing for review and comment procedures for initiatives

Authorizing the establishment of state supervised lottery and providing for the

distribution of |ottery proceeds, unless otherwise authorized by statute 660,213 443,289

Setting standards for annexation of unincorporated land by amunicipaity with

approval required by in avote or by petition 601,302 460,034

Providing for the sdle or transfer of redl etate

Permitting branch banking 381,821 745,625

Provide for the eection of the board of directors of the Regiona Transportation 292,323] 850,454

Didrict 570,049 444,902
1982 Revision of property tax provisionsin the Colorado Congtitution 561,334 290,590

Authorizing the denid of bail to persons accused of acapital offense or persons 737,813 156,336

convicted of acrime of violence

Concerning the appointment, membership, powers, and procedures of the 659,905 193,425

Commission on Judicid Discipline

Elimination of restrictions on hillsthat may be enacted in the even-numbered year 442,601 372,897

sessions of the Generd Assambly, including the“Governor’s Call”, and limiting

sessionsto 140 days

Requiring aminimum refund vaue on beverage containers 242653 | 708,564

Providing for the designation of portions of individua income tax refundsto be 325985 | 564,606

deposited in the Rocky Flats Nudlear Flats Nuclear Wegpons Conversion Fund

Permitting the sale of winein grocery stores

333467 620,190

1984 Providing for the gppointment of the Commissioner of Insurance by the Governor, 641,587 449,362

exempt for the Sate personnel system

Requiring that a person must be a registered eector to be digibleto votein certain 811,130 304,208

elections and to sign various petitions, such asrecal petitions

Prohibiting the use of public fundsto pay for abortions 627,343 617,637

Providing for voter registration when applying for adriver'slicense and other 705,725 447,803

provisons relating to time limits on voter regigtration

Providing for the conduct of casino gaming in Pueblo County 406,989| 819,533
1986 Revision numerous provisonsin the date personnel system, including abolition of 461,004] 488,226

the state personne board

Concerning compensation of county officids, including provision that eech board of

county commissioners has the sole authority to fix the compensation of county 406,960 492,511

officers
Providing that the granting of franchisesin home rule municipdities shall be subject
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R | totheinitiative and referendum 455,053 396,738
Prohibiting new of increased state and loca taxes without approval of the votersand
| | requiring Sate funding for sate mandates 375,097] 625,158
1988 Providing that reimbursement of expensesfor recdl dectionsfor the state be paid by
R | thedaeand that legidation be enacted for such expensesto be paid by the locd unit 645,002 551,118
for locdl officers
Providing that regular legidative sessons be limited to 120 days
R | Reped of certain obsolete provisions of the Colorado Congtitution 641,363 584,359
R | Creating an exemption from the property tax for non-producing unpatented mining 799,250 398,906
R | dams 624,021 578,295
Dedaring thet English isthe officid language of the State of Colorado
| | Requiring voter gpprovd for certain increasesin state and loca tax revenues and 829,617 527,053
I | limiting therate of increasein state pending 567,884 778,075
Repedl of the prohibition on public funding for abortions and to provide aternative
I | language rdating to awoman’s choice to continue or not continue her pregnancy 534,070] 809,078
Requirements for legidative procedures, including hearings on every hill and
prohibiting members for committing themselves on aparty caucus position
I 852,448 332,159
1990 R | Authorizing the conduct of presidential primary elections 582,835 370,166
R | Reped of certain “obsolete provisions’ from the Colorado Congtitution 717,544 204,294
| | Requiring voter gpprova of certain state and local governmentd revenue increases, 4949341 516,534
limiting the rate of increase of state spending, and other provisons
Legdizing limited gaming in Black Hawk, Centra City, and Cripple Cresk
I | Termlimits: Limiting consecutive terms of State executive officias, members of the 574,620 428,096
| | Generd Assemhbly, and Senators and Representatives to the U.S. Congress 708,975 289,664
1992 R | Concerning therightsof crimevictims 1,139,427 281,731
R | Reped of certain “obsolete provisons’ from the Colorado Congtitution 1,081,463 304,718
R | Limited gaming: requiring the favorable vote of the dectors of aloca government 1,075,649 339,521
before gaming, approved by statewide vote, shall be permitted in that locality
TABOR Amendment: Requires voter approval for tax increases and debt, limitsrate
| | of spending of state and local government spending, provides additiond initiative and 812,308 700,906
referendum e ections, adds other provisions
Prohibits anti-discrimination protection based on sexua orientation
| | Legdizeslimited gamingin 11 citiesand towns and in three counties, subject to local 813,966 710,151
| | vote 4487791 1,060,168
Legdizes limited gaming in 14 cities and towns and in three counties, and changes
| | other partsof thelimited gaming provisionsin the congtitution 414,669 1,087,136
Legdizeslimited gaming in the town of Parachute, with other added provisions
I | Requireseducationd reforms for standards and assessments and increases the State 4144891 1,087,713
saestax from 3to 4 cents with the added revenues dedicated to the public schools
I | School vouchers: requiring that state moneys appropriated for public education be 693,231] 826,787
gpportioned among studentsin the form of vouchers and authorizing legidation to
gpportion locd revenuesin asmilar manner
I | Providing for the dedication of state-supervised lottery games for parks, recreetion, 503,162 1,011,901
and wildlife to create the Great Outdoors Colorado Program and trust fund
Permit limited gaming in the Centra Platte Vdley areaof Denver and related
| | provisons 876,424 629,490
Prohibiting the taking of black bears between March 1 and September 1 and prohibit
use of bait and dogsfor black bear hunting
I 292,961 1,200,336
I 1,054,032 458,260
1993 R ] TABOR quedtion: Reinstatement of sdestax for tourigt-related goods and services 274,989] 338,546

for tourist promotion

http://www.state.co.us/gov_dir/leg_dir/Ics.htm

Room 029, State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203-1784 « 303-866-3521 « FAX: 303-866-3855 « TDD 303-866-3472




1994 R | Requiring that any measure proposed by theinitiative or referendum be within the 687,527 359,298
single subject requirement
R | Requiring that the nonpartisan staff of the Generd Assembly prepare and distribute 529,749 520,438
aballot information booklet with specified information about each statewide
mesaure
R | Pogt-conviction bail: Denid of bail to felons convicted of violent offenses 822,632 246,726
| | Increasing the tobacco taxes (diminating saes and use taxes on tobacco products), 429847 685,860
and using the increased tax revenue for tobacco education, trestment of related
illnesses, and other purposes
I | Specify that workers compensation benefits alow injured workersto choose their 369,741] 730,963
own hedth care providers
| | Election reform: placeslimitations on eected officials compensation and on 246,723 848,140
campaign contributions, restricts use of funds by government entities, changes recall
and petition provisions, and places limits on governing bodies
Limited gaming: alow the use of dot machinesin public airports and limited gaming
I | inManitou Springs 90,936 1,007,557
Campaign finance: limit the amount of campaign contributions that may be accepted
| | by candidate committees and politica parties 508,029] 588,072
Obscenity: Interpretation by Colorado courts
I | Termlimitsfor politica subdivisions, certain state offices, and dlow changesat local 404,156 696,040
I | levd 554,238 531,521
Repayment for expensesincurred by state or local medica assistance programs for
| | childbirth 334,029 714,563
1995 R | TABOR quedtion to permit state to enter into financia obligations for up to 10 291,736] 355,031
years with non-state prison facilities
1996 R | Changesinthe requirementsfor voter gpprova of balot measures, including 60 % 544543 787,134
requirement for gpprova of congtitutional amendments
R | Mailing of balot information to voters 739,435 608,219
R | Quadificationsof county sheriffs 754,339 590,402
R | Exclusion of unemployment compensation funds from TABOR requirements 376,8602] 908,476
Eliminating the property tax exemption for churches and other organizations, with
| | other exemptions retained 2425431 1,211,637
Term limits: Concerning a proposed amendment to the U.S. Congtitution to limit the 645,124
| | termsof U.S. Senators and Representatives 768,257
Changing state and locdl initiative and referendum rights and procedures, including 967,266
| | petition powers 435,995 691,733
Concerning methods of taking wildlife, including the prohibition of leghold traps
| | Campaign finance, including limits on the amount of campaign contributions 752,413 4825516
Concerning the management of state lands held in the public trust by the State Board
| | of Land Commissioners 928,148 656,095
Specifying therights of parentsin upbringing, education, vaues, and discipline of
| | their children 708,502] 837,606
Limited gaming in the City of Trinidad
I 615202 958,991
I 440,173
1997 I | TABOR question on increased taxes for trangportation projects 109,663] 585,055
1998 R | Permit thejoint ownership of hedth care facilities with public/private arrangements 506,760 610,873
TABOR question: Retention of excess date revenuesfor fivefisca years
R | Crestion of the City and County of Broomfield 47851666 | 765,358
R | Prohibition of partid birth abortions 71,878 423,723
I | Parentd notification when an unemancipated minor seeks an abortion 618,310 654,824
I | Mandating that laws and regulations relating to livestock operations be uniform, with 710,320 582,688
| | directivestherefor given to the Generd Assembly 476481 753,274
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Regulaion of commerdid hog facilities

transportation system for the 1-70 corridor

I
| | Requiring theingtdlaion of water flow metersin the Sen Luis Valey 791,671 441,284
| | Paymentsfor water by the Rio Grande Water Conservation Digtrict 203125] 937,948
I | Incometax creditsfor parents of children in public and non-public schoolsand in 297,921 932,822
home-basad educationd programs 516,593 784,966
I | Voluntary term limits for candidates for the U.S. Congress
613,839 604,706
1999 R | TABOR question: Increased debt by the state for the financing of trangportation 420,626 261,740
projects
2000 R | Property tax reduction for senior citizens “homestead exemption” 843,620 697,398
R | Revision of thetimetable for legidative regpportionment 852,098 556,769
R | Seection of county surveyors by election or gppointment 661,704] 794,310
R | Reped of obsolete congtitutional provisions 1,063,345 422,629
R | Permit Colorado participation in multistate lotteries 836,390 783,275
R | Useof excess gate revenues for math and science grants 697,673] 884,071
I | Permit use of marijuanafor medica purposes 915,527 786,983
I | Tax cuts reduction in specified state and loca taxes each year 569,788 1,107,155
| | Background checksat gun shows 1,197,593 512,084
| | Increased funding for public schools 882,628 791,934
| | Voter goprovd of growth plans of local government 511,885] 1,188,138
I | Requirementsfor information and waiting period prior to an abortion 664,411] 1,020,029
2001 R | TABOR question: Allows Great Outdoor Colorado program to borrow up to $115 478,501 352,585
million to help acquire land for open space, parks and wildlife habitat
I | TABOR question: Use of surplus stete revenue to test afixed guideway 283184 547,213

*San Elofson is retired Assstant Director of the Colorado Legidative Council; Dr. Smith is Associate Professor, University of
Denver; and Jennifer Berg and Joey Lubinks were research associates of Dr. Smith at the University of Denver.
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