2010
SAN JuAN

CoNSERVATION DisTRICT

San Juan Conservation
District Office

505A CR 600
Pagosa Springs, Co
81147
970-731-3615
970-731-1570 (fax)

Monthly Meetings

Second Tuesday at
1:30PM

Mission Statement

"The prudent use and
adequate treatment of all
land, water, and related
resources within it's
boundaries, to sustain the
use of these resources for
future generations and to
restore that portion of
these resources damaged
through improper use."
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Addressing Local Concerns

Districts generate funding through local, state, and federal sources. Local citizens elect the
District board to identify and address local natural resource issues. The board involves locals
and experts to help develop strategic plans. The district holds open monthly meetings,
publications, events, presentations to communicate with district partners and residents
about district services, good conservation practices and financial/technical services.

This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:

1. Our Stollsteimer Creek Watershed brochure was distributed to approximately 75 newcomers
per month in our county through the "Welcome Wagon" program.

2. Supervisors attended round table discussions about wild and scenic designations of rivers
within our district boundaries.

3. Wrote and distributed 2 newsletters biannually to over 590 cooperators.

4. Obtained a Matching Grants award to offer a 50/50 cost-share program, "Conservation
Helping Hand," to landowners to install conservation practices on their property.

Fostering Sound Range Management

Ensuring sound range management for future generations is important to conserve
natural resources and improve production as well as enhance wildlife habitat.

This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:

1. Articles in District newsletter about rangeland management.

2. District library enhanced with books on conservation and plant ID
available to landowners for check-out.

3. Offered quality grass seed, specially formulated for our area, to seed
pasture land.

4. Sponsored a workshop featuring the NUTBAL program, proper grazing
management, and plants that are poisonous to horses.

Preventing Soil Erosion

Preventing erosion preserves soil producitivity long term for agriculture, production,
and other uses on rural lands. It also provides improved stream flows, decreases
sedimentation, and improves overall water quality. Some common practices that help
producers prevent soil erosion and build soil quality include no till, minimum tillage and
cover cropping.

This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:

1. Organized a 6th Grade Conservation Tour for 120 students.

2. Promoted polymer ditch/pond application (PAM).

3. Promoted the CACD annual 6th grade poster contest by giving a presentation at the local
school about conservation practices and awarding prizes for exemplary posters.

4. Provided 2 scholarships for youth to attend Camp Rocky.

5. Set up an information booth at the "Saving the Ranch" workshop.

6. Provided landowners with conservation easement information and applications.

7. Promoted forest health and fire protection through "Conservation Helping Hand" Program.

8. "Real Life Science" class presentation and tour for 8th grade students focusing on soil erosion
along Stollsteimer Creek.
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Major economy:

Tourism

Points of Interest:

Hot Springs
Pagosa Peak

The Conservation District
was established

June 9, 1947

Land Ownership:

Total Acreage: 1,150,012

USFS - 352,389 ac

Private Land - 298,116 ac

State Land - 3,563 ac

BL-8,178 ac

Bureau of Reclamation - 2,725 ac
Municipal - 18,240 ac

Indian - 125,466 ac

Land Use:

Dry Cropland - 1,160 ac

Irrigated Cropland - 1,120 ac
Irrigated Hayland - 22,930 ac
Rangeland (Federal) - 107,131 ac
Rangeland (Private) - 390,023 ac
Woodland (Fed) - 70,513 ac
Woodland (Private) - 2,500 ac
Wildlife (Fed) - 299,010 ac
Wildlife (Private) - 4,600 ac

Dry hayland (Fed) - 600 ac

Dry hayland (Private) - 1,702 ac

Protecting Water Quality and Quantity

The District provides assistance to managers, landowners, and residents with
conservation practices and management tools to protect near stream areas. In
addition, they work together on reducing the movement of chemicals and nutrients
to streams in sedimentation or runoff. These efforts help stabilize streambanks and
protect water bodies from impacts.

This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:

1. Held Steering Committee Meetings to continue the efforts of the
Stollsteimer Creek Watershed Project.

2. Conducted water sampling at numerous points along Stollsteimer Creek
monthly March-August.

3. Promoted conservation planning and restoration work along Stollsteimer
Creek.

4. Promoted water conservation with PAM sales for sealing leaking ditches
and ponds.

5. Inventoried pre-1922 water right holders and the types of irrigation methods
being used to help landowners improve water quantity and preserve existing
water rights.

6. Supervisors promoted "water banking" with legislators for agricultural
landowners.

Preventing the Spread of Noxious Weeds

Conservation Districts implement measures to reduce the spread of invasive
populations and help implement weed control projects.

The district has completed the following:

1. All subdivision reviews included provisions for noxious weed control.
2. Promoted the CSFS Tree Sale.

4. Conducted our annual grass seed and erosion control blanket sale.
Also provided seeders to landowners free of charge.

5. Provided ATV weed sprayers to landowners free of charge.

6. Worked with Archuleta County Weed Committee, Forest Service and
subdivision property owners associations to control noxious weeds.

7. Provided approved seed species lists that are effective for weed
control to cooperators.

8. Selected demonstration area for concentrated yellow toadflax weed
control applications using biological control.

9. Collaborated with Upper San Juan Weed District to acquire
Recovery Act funds to inventory and treat noxious weeds within fuel
reduction areas for the next 4 years.
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