BouLDER VALLEY P ==
CoNSERVATION DISTRICT

Boulder Valley Conservation
District Office

9595 Nelson Road - Box
D

Longmont, CO 80501
(303) 776-4034 x3

(303) 684-9893 FAX

Monthly Meetings

Monthly meetings are held the second
Monday of each month. During the months of
November to March, meetings begin at 10:30
am. For the remainder of the year, meetings
are held in the evening and begin at 6:30 pm.

Mission Statement

The Boulder Valley
Conservation District will
develop and implement a
cooperative program for
the conservation and
sustainability of the natural
resources within the

District boundaries.

COL%ADO

yani\\

DEPARTMENT OF

AGRICULTURE

[=3

B J — o] |

— o S Gcodir!1g -

ofn S = — o R = i
Gunb% reel J_I:e»yner[ al’ll(gle

Erie
{

faye‘ t;

Pafaﬁ?}nﬁ o Y
‘\/) - T
Maﬁshall el :I '
. i Y g
L ‘ 1 T 1
- Northglenn

Addressing Local Concerns ‘

Districts generate funding through local, state, and federal sources. Local citizens elect the
District board to identify and address local natural resource issues. The board involves locals
and experts to help develop strategic plans. The district holds open monthly meetings,
publications, events, presentations to communicate with district partners and residents
about district services, good conservation practices and financial/technical services.

This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:

annual meetings with the Boulder County and Weld County Commissioners to discuss agricultural concerns such
as irrigation water conservation, pest and weed management, and water quality. The District works with many open
space programs to promote good conservation practices on land that remains agricultural. The District provides
educational equipment and demonstrations to school students to give them a perspective on how food is grown and
how agricultural producers protect their land. The District provides archived aerial maps and general soils maps to
consultants and landowners. A quarterly newsletter is mailed to over 650 addresses with information on available
District programs and incentive programs through the Natural Resources Conservation Service. The District joins
with the Longmont Conservation District to provide a District Conservation Technician to assist landowners with
conservation projects. A booth at the Boulder County Fair provides valuable information to landowners.

Fostering Sound Range Management

Ensuring sound range management for future generations is important to conserve
natural resources and improve production as well as enhance wildlife habitat.

This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:

providing information on grass seeding for improved ground cover. The
District provides financial incentives to control Mediterranean Sage on
pasture land that is found only in areas leading to the foothills of Boulder
County at the current time. The District works with land use departments
to promote healthy conservation practices for the rangeland that remains
in the district. The District is also working with landowners of mountain
property to promote a short grazing season to control noxious weeds.

Preventing Soil Erosion

Preventing erosion preserves soil producitivity long term for agriculture, production,
and other uses on rural lands. It also provides improved stream flows, decreases
sedimentation, and improves overall water quality. Some common practices that help
producers prevent soil erosion and build soil quality include no till, minimum tillage and
cover cropping.

This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:

a low cost seedling tree program that allows landowners to plant windbreaks and
wildlife plantings to protect and preserve the soil. The District works with open
space departments to keep cover on land. The District promotes education on
soil erosion by demonstrating the stream table to students. The model provides a
guick view of what erosion does over a long period of time. The District promotes
conservation practices such as no till, strip till, minimum till and cover crops to
reduce soil erosion caused by wind and water. Technical newsletter articles are
written to provide information on how these practices protect the soil.




Major economy:

The major economy in the District has changed over the years.
Urban homes have now taken over many of the dryland farm
acreages. Technology firms such as IBM, Storage Technology
and Sun Microsystems have thrived. Because of forward thinking
County Commissioners, we now have many acres of Open Space
which add to the liveability of the area. Agriculture production on
the Open Space properties is still viable.

Points of Interest:

The Flatirons of the Rocky Mountains are a major focal
point of the area. Coors Brewery is of interest because
of the malting barley that is grown. The University of
Colorado campus in Boulder has many historical
buildings. The mountain towns of Ward, Nederland,
Jamestown, Gold Hill and other ghost towns provide
Colorado history.

The Conservation District
was established

The Boulder Valley
Conservation District was
established June 12, 1945.

Land Ownership:

There are 76,735 acres of privately owned land
in the District. Open Space land envelopes an
additional 32,196 acres, industrial land 840
acres, and homes and urban areas cover 9,100
acres for a total of 118,871 acres.

Land Use:

7,845 acres of irrigated cropland in the
Boulder Valley Conservation District is
used to grow alfalfa, corn and grass
hay. 6,404 acres of non-irrigated
cropland are used to grow wheat and
dryland corn. 5,271 acres are used as
rangeland and pasture. Because of
increased demand for organic produce,
several small acreages are being used
to grow Farmer's Market produce.

Protecting Water Quality and Quantity

The District provides assistance to managers, landowners, and residents with
conservation practices and management tools to protect near stream areas. In
addition, they work together on reducing the movement of chemicals and nutrients
to streams in sedimentation or runoff. These efforts help stabilize streambanks and
protect water bodies from impacts.

This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:

lending moisture meters to landowners so that they can better schedule
irrigation water to provide the critical water needed for crop production.
Bubble screens are also available to clean weed seeds from the irrigation
water. This helps control weeds in the fields which makes it possible to use
less herbicide. The use of polyacrylamides is promoted to slow seepage
from irrigation ditches and clean return flow to steams. The District meets
with groups on invasives such as Eurasian Milfoil, New Zealand Mud Snail
and Quagga mussels that are causing problems in waterways. The District
works with irrigation ditch companies to help them apply for loans and grants
to repair aging diversion structures and ditches to conserve precious water.
Technical newsletters articles are written on filter strips and water saving
crops to provide current information to producers.

Preventing the Spread of Noxious Weeds

Conservation Districts implement measures to reduce the spread of invasive
populations and help implement weed control projects.

The district has completed the following:

a financial incentive program for the eradication of Mediterranean Sage.
About 700 acres of Boulder County is the known infestation of this
noxious weed in Colorado. A project to eradicate the List A species has
been ongoing for several years with progress being made. The District
hires a Field Coordinator for the summer months to make personal
contact with landowners in the infested area. The District is also
working with the US Forest Service to promote limited grazing on
mountain properties to control noxious weeds on public lands. The
District works with local weed departments to notify landowners of their
obligation to make every effort to remove noxious weeds and prevent
seeds from being produced. The District promotes the weed
identification and control workshops provided by the CSU Extension
Boulder County. Technical newsletter articles are written on
management practices that help control weeds. Information is provided
at a booth at the Boulder County Fair to assist landowners in
identification and control of noxious weeds.
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