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Purpose

The purpose of this report is to document the flooding
that occurred at Milliken Colorado on June 3 1981 It is hoped
that this documentation will aid in the understanding of the

drainage problems presently existing at Milliken and help develop
viable solutions to the problems

This report focuses on three small drainages and the

related sediment and erosion problems associated with flooding on
each The drainage problems identified in figures 3 4 and 5

were either field identifiable approximately 3 weeks after the
flooding or were as reported to us by several individuals This
report does not attempt to identify all the related minor
drainage problems

please keep in mind that we are discussing shallow
flooding generally less than 3 feet in depth in this report
Generally speaking shallow flooding is not associated with loss
of life or severe property damage however a small potential for

such does exist

Storm Conditions

On June 3 1981 at approximately 3 30 p m a severe

thunderstorm system produced as much as 3 5 inches of rain on an

approximately seven square mile drainage southwest of Milliken
Colorado in little more than one hours time This intense rain
seemingly averaged between 2 and 2 5 inches over the entire basin
in that hours time and caused considerable flooding in the town
of Milliken and on adjacent farm lands as described later in this
report

In addition to these heavy rains the storm system produced
tornadoes and heavy hail in other areas Considerable tornado

damage was reported in Denver Northglenn Thorton and Fort

Lupton Hail damage was reported along a line from Northglenn to

Greeley and well on to the northeast at many scattered locations

A 3 5 inch rainfall was reported on the Ehrlich land along
Weld County Road 44 between Weld County Roads 21 and 23 A 2 5
inch rainfall was reported at the Ehrlich Farm House Weld County
Road 46 and the Union Pacific Railroad Several residents in
Milliken reported around 2 0 inches including Gordon Cook the
postmaster and Guy Orazeman the police chief in about the same

hours time Leroy Martinez had almost 2 5 inches in his rain
gage before hail broke it

Based on these scattered reports it appears that the
heaviest rainfall 3 5 inches could have been nearly centered in
the basin The storm tracked from the southwest to the northeast

186
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down the main channel which increasec the severity of flooding
Circled numbers on the basin map indjcate approximate locations
and amount of rainfall as reported by nearby residents

Comparison of Storm Data

The table and graph in figure 2 were developed from data

presented in the U S Weather Service pulication NOAA Atlas 2

precipitation Frequency Atlas of the We tern United States

Volume III Colorado This table indicates that Milliken may have

received a 100 year 1 hour duration storm if the rainfall

averaged 2 5 inches over the entire basi n A 2 inch rainfall
over the entire basin represents around a 35 year 1 hour

duration storm Thus the flood outlirws and problems identified

in this report should fairly well indicate the hazards and

problem areas which need to be correcb d

No estimated discharge values ae available as clean up

operations have eliminated the high later marks necessary for

such measurements

Flood Hazards and Drainage Problems

The flooding on June 3 1981 identified 3 main drainaqe
problems for Milliken Colorado One drainage problem an a is

located on the east side of tOwn bet een the Union Pacific

Rail road Tracks and Cora Avenue A nond up to six feet deep can

develop during storms as indicated in figure 3 due 10 inadequate
culvert capacity under the union Pacific Railroad Water

continues to pond in this area until it can breakout over Dorothy
Avenue and flow west back towards the ola Park tributary or

washes out the U p tracks This over Elow aloo contributes in

part to the flood problems experienced by some small business

near the intersections of Frances and l ighway 60 Adding to the

problem is the load of fine sediment and fertilizers the waters

pick up after washing predominately aCII icul tural lands It

should also be noted that simply improv ing the culvert wi tlout

increasing the drainage ditch capacity all the way to the river

won t solve the total problem in thi3 area but would merely
transfer it farther downstream

The second drainage problem area 13 located along the

unnamed tributary running through Lola Park As indicated in the

pictures taken by photographer Karen c chulenburg of the Loveland

Daily Reporter Herald the water pond behind and then overtops
Forest Elm and Broad Streets before d iv iding Flood waters then

either flow along the south side of Highway 60 Broad street to

the 1 hompson and platte ditch or ovedlow Highway 60 and run down

through the trailer courts and into t e Thompson and platte

ditch If the Thompson and Platte ditch overtops the flood

waters then flow northward and alain pond in the open areas just
south of the Great Western Railroad yards and there either

evaporate or overflow the tracks and proceed on down to the

4
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rJittle Thompson River Sedimentation is a problem in these

ponding areas with large amounts usually deposited arounrJ the
fire station Sedimentation has also reportly plugged a culvert
under the Great Western Railroad Tracks

The final drainage problem area i located in the vicinity
of the elementary school Runoff ou of two relatively small
sub basins drains down and flows around either side of the
elemE ntary school and along county Road 21 Quentine The spI i t
flow then runs run off over the small bluff in several different
directions These flow splits cause siqnificant erosion problem
north of Broad Street along Qunetine oauline Olive Norma and

Marjorie Avenues Most of the runoff from these tivO basins was

originally planned to flow into the il t le Thompson via drainage
waste ditches along County Road 21 uent ine lWenue flowever
these ditches have not been properly maintained over the years
and grade of roads and intersections jave limited tjeir
usefullness

One complicatinq factor to the analysis of drainage probl ms

in Milliken is the affect of the Little Thompson Hillsboro
Irrigation DitCh which comes out of Hillsbm o ResE rvoir upon
flood flows originating in the upper basin During smaller
storms this ditch could divert most of the excess flows out of
the basin into a sump near the Dent caUroad junction HO ever

durinq large storms this ditch clogs up with sediment forcing
flood flows to spread out along the di ch and then ove rtop This
causes flood runoff in areas which nonnally are not anticipated
and once this runoff is out onto the re atively flat farm lands

just south of town it can eas ily spl it and find its way into any
one of the three main intermittent streams

D nages

Accordinq to the Reporter Herald Milliken Fire Chief Jerry
Kilgore estimated that the floodinq caused at least 5 000

damage Most of the damage was caused by standinq water which
flooded several homes and businesses and the deposition of larqe
amounts of sediment The only notab o exception to this as the
street erosion that occurred near the elementary school Also

portions of driveway were vashed out in the street erosion area

as well

The primary recovery costs involved clean up expenses and

repair of erosion damage No major fitructural damages we e noted
anywhere in town and there were no inj uries or deaths

solutions for Investigation

The biggest single drainage probl rn at Milliken is the lack
of a well defined drainage path to the Little Thompson RivE r

rhe solution to Milliken s drainage problems invol re acquisition
development and maintenance of a veIl defined drainage path to
the r ittle Thompson river This solution will require at least

6



two separate right of ways and could also be handled fairly
easily with three rhe paving of streots and inclusion of curbs
and CJutters will help eliminate most of the erosion problems by
the elementary school however it is robably not necessary
thoughout the town if not desired ny new drainaqe ditches must
be self cleaning and thus d iteh lrad are critieal because 0 E
the sediment load involved It will also be very illportant to

get the railroads state highway depar nent county and ditch
companies involved a 3 well as the cOiTInlnity if the08 probl 2ms are

to be completely solved

DRS gl
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auuBECKYORB
A tO I doIadcn storm ystem that rip

L1 ouh suburbanDenver Wcdn day
aft J0Q1 unmpod heavy fain and hall on

weskt We d Couty causing flash

f oovi Ild the nds of dollars damage
tOCiOP3 wd property

AltJ1Ctlfh fwmel c1o lc1 sightings were

re Jteo throughout the area a tornadohit
onl Fr Lupton It reportedly damaged

D h o cs church and slightly injured
onepcron

Betl en 5 wd 2 in hes of rain were

lor d in eidCounlv it a litt e more
thC anhour

The Cdorado State Ptrol said seven
t mwl clouds touched dO 11 in Weld Coun
tv and s verl oth r unconfirmed reports
v err releind tilro1lgi cu the aftemoon
HO if ver sif e a funnel cloud 1s con

Sicfrcd I tornado nIl whenit touches the
groul i they were not reported as

twis es

Three tornadoes hit Fort Lupton around
3 30 p m rld olle funnel dipped into an

open field between Milliken and
Johnstown Another tOrlludo reportedly
touched dOT1 se cn miles west of Greeley
at about 3 50 p m CSP Dispatcher Wilbur
Walters said

Heavy rain flooded several Weld County
roads resulting in their closure The U S
34 Bypass west of Greeley was closed two
hours

Richard Estrdch Weld County civil
defense director said today that damage
estimates havenotbeenmade

The tllrdest hi aJ a

In
Jorthgxn J

orado was Milliken where 2 inches of rain
fell in 20 minutes Police ChieC Guy
Orazemunsaid

The heavy rain caused the Hillsboro
Ditch south of town to overflow flooding
five businesses and 10 homes in downtown
No injuries werl reported

Milliken Fire Chief erry Kilgore
estimated thlt flooding caused at l a L
5 CGOdamagc

The Johnston Milliken and Ke y

flre dep m 71cnts vacuat d residen
from tldr hom s and worked most of the
night pllping sater from basem nts P
crawl paCe

AU r csident i ctu1Tled to th irhomes by
nightf 11 C cpt one whose clrric recei cT

extensic f lOd lamlge

Although the irrigation dit h containcd
no water befor the stonn Kilgore said
the heavy rain and hail soon clogged the
ditch resultjnu ntheoverflow

Millihen fanner QU L d ich said the
hail was self nd soft so it did not

damag his 21 acresof com as much as

expcted

But oltiel farJners were notas fortunate
Kodak C Ql d l in Windsor which leases
about 1 6CO of j s adjacent lands for fann
ing reported cttnsive crop damage

Kodak sp klman Chris Veronda said
that 800 lleres of Kodak s leased land was

pounded by llail

A d lilt Sales who farms the Kod lk
land said that he lost about 100 acres of
corn an 1 Suf lined extreme drlrnage to 200
acrl of bcls 13 cause of thedamage late

intheseason he is unsure U he will be ablr
to replant

The rain and hall cutaswath throu hthe
area s farmlands causing sporadic
damage to famrs in the tohrultlwn
Milliken and Windsor areas

Although some farmers fear darmgc
Will be costly others said thestorm did nc

cause extreme damage
And most say that valuable topsoil Wlf

washed aWlY by rain that was still ta

ding insome fields today

A few streets in Winrls9treIK11edly
floodlirl because tJ e draln3Ke system coulrJ
not handle the heavy rains Police Chid
ChrLq Matslln said

Oak Street was closed for abOll two
hours and portions of the sidewalk borulf

ing the street weresnntlbagged to pr vent
flooding to two low lying homes One home
sllqtained partial flooding Matsun sdd
I ower9utages wer IlLso rep rtol

Customers in 11e Milliken and Jfhn tlwn

areas eXllericnced n i minute roll
Ollk1ec aU aOsald AI Gdhardt f Public
Service Co

I

I
I

I

I
FOllr fu 11ll1 do ds were also reported

ll srLongmontI r

I
Iruteflse rafrl Jlaill lofJC1 i1lllllilfefVI B7DAVEAUlEE

MILLIKEN Residents of Milliken are
cleaning up today after a flash flood
Wednesday aftcrnoon that caused at least

J9Qj Jl n ge to h0mes and businesses
accordincitoinitialreports

Hcavr rains and hail forced the
HillsllOro Ditch to fop itS banks and
overflow north down two side streets to
Main Strct Five businesses and 10 homes
reportedly flooded

filliken Volunteer firemen evacJated
several families around 4 p m 10 injurieswere reported however

At least two funnclouds Were sightedin the vicinity when a thunderstorm
otem stalked the Front Range and

western WjdCountv
ISt two of thein said Steve Mort a

oluntecr fireman in Johnstown located

four mileswest of Milliken I didn t t link
anything of it They just curled back up
and went over head I said OK good let
Windsor worry about it

But no funnel clouds were sighte in
Windsor and fort Lupton was the only
Weld County town to report totrado
damage

One of the two funnel cloud IIort
sighted was near Milliken Initial n orts
had a tornado moving north from j lat
teville toward Milliken where rain 3 d
hail werepummeling the area

The way it was stornling MiJ ik n

residentWarne 01 ter said YOU cou dn t
haveseenit

Alan f1l Villl9g an area farmer siid

the funnel cloud east of Milliken Icrlked

like smoke
Olster s wife Florence said t at

haH ndll pca si7 e to walnut size just
closed in from everywhere

The sl rl1l according to the Olsters
lJsted al ollt 20 minutes Almost 2 inches of

rain felldllring thntperioo
Stonn nbtl u power cutlges caud

sOlne r del 3 to lust power fflf about 50
miuutes lt3 10p m

Oneoflhc firl hCllSl S to be noorlcd vhen
the Hillsb ln i igation ditch overflowed
wasJod dSQl1 li onlreneAvenue

Aihoui h jlld oi1 tlidn t oelii ve the in
Ierior of his house incurred lny flood

damalc his lawll and garden w rewashed
i way ti1l he like r l1any Mi1li e
residents found hlUnor inthesituation

Wdl Ilan salvage my radishes Jud
son said I call still see some floating over

there
The fla hnood cilught residen ts like JQ1

Gardunl by surprise Garduno h ld jllit
r tumcd from work and was watehlg

television when he received a teleph11le
call from his sister

Soon after Garduno noticed th t wlkr

hildelltlllfed his fror l j n r 11 1 I epJ d
illt his clr lnd a picUI tr H Jar if

tnedrivcWlY

I decided r had letier U f lh c

carshe said I just wi h d r hd Itl

bUGts

I

I
Watr e eJ ltuilly pid oW r in

street intn ilbrUll s snd Puts t 3i r

pari ibn reiidcnts Hwe l i t II

pora i1y I l rl rnm ttJdr n i ms

Altho1lgh the IIll orc Dilh h r
run its ba1ks before rnrc y ha it C i J d
so much flovdinz sail OJj cr J lilJji n

rcsidpnt jnce 19 1

I

I
J

I
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JVea her

Rain c uses fllooding
By The AsscciatdPress

Locally heavy rain cawed flooding in t1w nortl1crn parts fTexas and Louisiana

early today while rairi also fell from Arkansas to the Great Plains atld from the

East Coast to the Ohio Valley
Violent storms and up to a dozen tornadoes struck CoIorado Wedneday killing

neperson and injuring12 others The twistersstruck several conununities aroUY1d

Dmver damaging buildings trees and power lines
tornado also touched dom in Oklahoma City injllring me person and damag

ilg several buildings and pmver lir es

The Nationai Weather SelVice forecast showers and tlll rderstorms today fothe

Jains the lower Mississippi Valley the Tennessee Valley the upper Ohio Valley
and the Atlantic Coast

Temperatures around he nation at 3 a m EDT ranged from 42 in Butte Mont

to 90 at Luke Air Force Base in Phoenix
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cloudiness today with scat
tered showers and
thunderstorms Showers
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tonight Partry cloudy and
warmer Friday Highs today
and Friday 70s to mid S s

Lows tonight upper 405 to mic
50s Precipitation
probabilities 30 percent to

day
Northern Central and

Southern ountains Fla5h
tlood watc h vali d uritn Slate forecast
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isolated showers an j

thlJndr forms today Highs
today and Friday mid 5

to mid 1105 Lows onight 41s
and mid 50s

San Lu s Valley variab e

cloudiness tOdilY wirtl
widEly scattered showel s

and thunderstorm
Showers becominl
isolah d tonight Parfly

cloudy and warrner r ridd
Highs today and FridclY
low to mid 70s Lows 10IS
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Precipitafion prObabilities i G
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The National Weather Service forecast for

Friday predicts showers over the eastern haif
of the nation stretching from Tcxas to the
Great Lakes

I
9

THURSDAY JUNE I lr31

mij 80s lower levations and Os

and 70s rnoutlt 3ins Lows torllght
4Ds Clnd 50s with mid 30s Clnd low

40smounlains

Stale ex tended forecast

Salurday throu9h Monday
MOSlly sunny Saturday parlly

c10Jdly Sunlay and Monljay with

scattered shw Jers and thunder

storm mainl1l mountains and

eas Continue j warmdays Highs
70s and 80s lower elevations Vilth

60s and 70s ffiI untains lQWS 40s

and 50s lower elevations wi h 305

and Os mount lins

Area forecasts

New Mexico Scattered Ihun

df l owprs pa l 10dey l ld to

night wilh locally l1eavy
lhunderstorms possible Polrlly
cloudy centra and west with
w cely sca iered afternoon thun

derho Ies IiWe cooler in the
easMostly fair and warmer west

Friday Partly cloudy and slightly
cooler easl Friday with isolated

showers or thundershowers
Hiohs mid O i 10 70s mountains
wa rm ng to 70s and lower 80s Fri

day At lower elevations highs
ranning Irom lhe 70s in Ihe north

east to the 90s southwest lows

mid 30s to 43s mountains wilh

mostly 50s els where

WeslNn Kansas Partly
c10ujy ivday and tonight Hlghs
today around 80 Lo s lonighl in

lhe mid Uls Sunny Friday Highs
in the tow to mid 80s Ugh and va

riabe winds today and tonighl
Nebraska Partly cloudy today

with a chance for thundershowers

mainly centr ll High mid 70s to

aroutd 80 west to the 80s soulh
easFair norIhwest and a chance

lor thunderhsowers southeast to

nighl Lows upper 405 tothe lower

50s northwes 10 around 60 south

east Partiy I loudy with a sligh
chance lor morning showers

southeasl Friday and mosl r sun

ny c nlra ald west Highs luwer

tOnlld Os
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II Storm e tJf bIJi L intl rStrengr iil
l

II
Turnado Warning The National Weather
So Tice has issued a tornado warning ef
fecti e WltiJ 4 p m for western Weld Cmm

ty A tOf3do W S reported north ofPl t

teviJJe in southwest Weld COUllty moving
north i1t 10 miles per Jour This is a very
d1ngeriJUs fO nado and has been on the

grolL1dlora long time Persons at Windsor
and lfilii CD f1c l d trIke actiofl in
Ii dj3t1 Per5Cf in the city oE GrctIey
should bep l2pjreJ AwiI11111ediate actian

II

I

II It was 3 30ar Vlednesday when the
K2 tioJ21 Weather SBfvice in Denver

iss ed s first s verc thunderstorm wat

ches fer tile F rrnt Hange
Te thundc stonn watches advanced to

warrin s followed by tornado watches
aw r i rr ing

II

II

II

II
I

II

I

I

I

Andby 2 21 that aft rnoon the first in a

series of tornadces toudled downed 21
Sheridan Boulevard and Wet Alalljed
Avellue in Denver And s the storms Hd
vanccd north through Thornton and Nor
thglcnn agencies were alerted and
residents warned of the f pproaching
danger

Joei Rothfuss of the National Weather
Service said that as the stOlTL dcvelcped
the ngency issued weather b1llletins to thE
Divlsion of Disaster Emeq cncy Services
and locallaw enforceme1t agencies

The lic thint ofreal trouble cam at 9 30
a lll when the Weather Service issued a
flood watch for Dcnve and Arapahoe
cowlties

Zy 12 40 p m very heavy
thallr torlIls we e reported in nor

thwest Boulder COU ity Rnthfm s s id

10

The nrst tornado warning came at 1 2J

J m for eastern Logan County andonly 23

n1utes later all of Eastern Coloradn V 1S

aler ed to the possibility of tornadoes

At 2 10 p m a severe thunde tolTi1

arning was issued for Jefferson C l11ty
estern Arapahoe County and DIl c

Venver Comty
At 2 21 p m the first of several IOt

n dl es struck Denver and moved not

thward calj ing massive destruction
The tornadoes were part of a storm

fystem that also carried rain and twit
r lOl g the Front Range to Wyoming

A weather forecaster said the stnn a

triggered by moist air from l

thm1dcrstorm in Denver Tuesday 1ii i

ilea tcd by subs e que n t VlH PI

iemIhratlUe
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HjANDRE fROSI ITHAL

TIl HTON API Guv Richard

I Tr1 t0day Oew over the unroofed
r Jsc ild ddris stL ewIl streets of Thom
ton NC I vwerful tornado cut amile
J s tr of destrcctilJll WedncsGay and

id t was awedby thecupriciousnf ss

ofthwister

Pcce on the f rculd when it hit had a

I it of h lp from the Lord he said while
later tOt ing port5 of thisDenver suhUlb in
a automot i1e anJ on foot

The tornado was one of adozen ormore

tnrnadcc dnd fln l clouds spawned by a

fas mov r g stann system Wl tlIlcsday
ntcr lOOl thatstn ck almg a31mile Irein

the Denver area It injured 42 persons
whc1 it slashed through a commercial

NOrS d SC cs mo c wen smashed into
k dlirg by thtwbtcr

1hc fvnfJ ihlll that followed prornlJtcd
l

l nm to JS Ul a disaster ernrrency
prrc an1tion 3nQ scnd miEllry polke
frCT l the lJ Hh Co radu Na io1al Gu ml
I nit in Ot lIer lo j1 s cne said Sue
O R l n hie prc tlry

lIarkCarf1Y J 0 Wb TtO 1 N
s kiliet i r beir t hit by lightning nc

Brall rd ksc irBouh1er County and two
1th r wonen with her were injured of
fidalssaid

A PlkI Swrlrwn for V lly Vicw

f ospilal Sonia WCh said Kim F r3ld

lil of Thornton Hlb critical cJ ditio
yith mu tirle frctmc from the torNlth

Two cthrs were reprtcd in fair em km
ldfour more pE ople were in goer conci

t on

The hospttal treated 33 othersfor miflr
injuries Ms Weiss said Two people were
lrcoted at St Antheny Hospitl dlater
released a hospital spokcswoman Betty
B1ackman said

Tom does are a r rit in tte flcnver
rea and iXUo w ie tl r Se ice
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district and residential area of Thorntln
Seven of the injured reJllained hospitaJiled
today with one of them an l yearold
girl listen in critic l1 condition with

multiplefractul cs

Only one storm related dCath was

reported a oman struck by lightning at
a mountain lak west of Boulder officials
said

Scattered reports of looting following the
storm prompted state officials to call out
th Colorado National Guard to patrol the
area and allow only residents into the
more heavily damaged areas Thornton

police Capt Jack Baldwin snid fOllr per
s mswere arrested dutin t 12 night when

they wereeaugi1t trying to steal tires from
3 wrecked and abandoned Lome

Parte of Drncr LaI ewol d and Nnr

thgleim llso were dama dby the stonn
but Thornton bore ti t l lInt of the

damagl
Lake 1crl I ffjdals stimatei storm

damage irl1 hafcity at 1bout 200 011 state
officia id

But lln too official today estimatf d
that the stlrm had cat s1 d at least 1 5
million in damage to h mcs alone A
spokes nl11 or the State Disaster

Emergpr cy rvices ag ney said 40 to 30
homes were dlmagcd 01 destroyed by the

tornadoin Thornton alon
AccQ npanying Lamm on his helicopter

visit to Lhe strieken city I f lO OO was Brlg
Gen JOlli France CO orado s adjutant
genera ard the man responsible for sen

ding theNational Guard inlo tho arca

Sue O Brien 3 UJrmn spohswcman
said that during Clbriefwg by city oHid lls
Lamm discussed the POl lbility of TI orn

ton rtciving furUlcr outside fir Lr i l

assitanCc

It is unlik ly that it lhe bmlg I s of
the magnitude to quu ify for prrsid ntia
disaster designation she said lJir I

that the governor s offrce ws e r inirJ
other possible WJYS of aiJirg re idr I1

sud 3S making 1 w i Jtcrest IG In

availahle
The tOl1ado tmlchecl donl in SOL thwt

Denver and ThorntQtl before slirpilli into
nearby rorthglenn and out 01l0 f rrl1 r d
northeast of thdty Son c I O1 Ci we e

reduced to rubble in ThorI1cn 1d hc

fOI astcrs said tlley could no leCFJ CI

slorm in Denvr s PJ it t ll nlOl ehcd he
scries oftwistcrs and flllOId dc ds J1 hit
the city Wednesday

The lwbt rfjr t tOlldllJ dOW11 t i v

southwest Dem cr it Cl c iC1 Ikrl ij
trees lrlrl h cl cn glass and r G l i g tile
roof of an 8p Htment complex l1l r I a

masso twL c J lllita1

1iraeui0uly the 1l11y injudi JIl d
V ere s stained in CUt l d I Lhl
twister mo ed tlroUl b

The to n1do Ih l v wish et illlo tbe
douds boum cll 0 1 r wr to L er

and touched earlh a ain It tile D B Si J f
ing ntcr inTiWlTitCl II 101 t c 1Jf f iff

l ntt r 2 1 1 1 11f 11ml v lh
wi1 Dws ont of im uiutmcnt bui r d

t1wnhcrdct nortl easl
Itst r d W1Y uJl in thelil an 1 tl l ll

kinds ofrtJlI i g thCi d i nd ilc IJIler j n

f3 t s Jid Peter Babr I hW f I ldh
in his c rd Itll tt tnri1arlo hi I
oulLi s c it mQ i1g trai l t at us lCr s

then ofif the hO l C

C1 wran i ito the igJ1blb LS

cnr hUi dkd in a CJ 1Ir B r a r
W len UK t l1 if I ti 1 oom i l off J

PEa ei tlGvd Q my life

rJhr s r wn J iJ e i dT n Wrl I h

t tcr rro t j sUcd l t

l amrPr l Ll3 Ihl l j f ct b 1l 11d

fli pet o toiL r d A l htj u i l h
Ii t to wllcre tl l C JJnp r 1 i cn p l j
w I untc cied

Thll lk tnlr tion ws prcai
p kho k tUlIt acros X l cd s t lh

norllec s lhetli tl rtouchdllo ll iif
l r vrthf1 tcrth city i crrll it rli il J ed
d1crafe l flllJl mirlhs blltIUlx e 3r

d21l JI ewas r kJrtcd
In Thc1f Vll lrcets UIJI n rn Jl1y I c

t eel nei were Wtreu with k I C i t 1d
hrand O 1 if thick asl 1 t i i

Lar lppastwere sr fpd n rl f t lei

plwer lilies troiling ncro s ba kyarJs r rI

drnpcd overcars and fences
ilces of roof tiljng wocd ar d bricks

covered t1e streeleaIll on tLeir r0 fs
orl Cff twitd b Gnd repir

And evenw e e t c luckier r irC ll

pitched in to hdp o jlers whc were wor c

lIff
Its ni e to buw hUes a C till th c

wilen 0 r eea thc n scid Dei Feens
LIS two downfne uis Red 1 lbohelp t
ch arhis poss olS from what was l f of

hisrolll

More stories photos
Pagas 3 14 I

11
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II Storm danlage es 1ilrnat s rise
l ainl 1Jhail

H iJ t 2UI d eXknsi p d m f to barley
and whu cru s aid old G rnmn

director of Weld CotJl s iC l llr 1
Stabi iztitm rmd CJ sri2tiol Slfvlce

Gr rmann s id tnat cm I o tim t s

are d rficu t to ma h c c far ncr

must w it O lC wccl after crops ar

dam gcd to aflply for nflilllcl l 1id llnd l
the service s Dil Jst r As bne I re

gram
G nnalln id whcrol r blrlcy it

fcred HlC h avics i fnngc b c w trd
d lopmcat as more advar erl t lan

corncr ps
Miilikpn Fir Chid J rrKigen sait w

is stkki by bij orit i 1 11 f stLn lk tral
fJ Oljing cal1 ed OllO in darnngto
hJnJrs

And Paul Thoma of 1110mBs Heal
Estate ami Insurance ecncy in
Johnstown sild tbe toVr tl J mostly Olin
d 1l11 e FJ JO l victims live in a part I f
to 11 tl1 1t ha prjrusly t xpc encl d 1J lJ

flod ng he sdd
Thnffi s said that many Mi1ikcn
sidellts did i otcarry floOd i1surane

Farmers assess StOflll dam e

II
Estimates of WedncsdDY s storn

r Jt rl fll jmg in Milliken rem iin at
09l wnile d milye cl ed by a tornado

lhat tore through Fcrt Lupton havesonred
to 5 000 officials said Thursdty

Sixteen h01to s arid several businesses in
Fort Lupton were damaged by a twister
rom a tonnsystem tflat hit Northern Col
rado WE rlnesday Jlft rnoon off cials said

some structures were drmolishe l R1 fs
were ilp dorr oth rs

Jfu tofthe dHnagec cur d in l esi t n
tial s c ion It 11th and Fu tc11 st f awl
inan industliltarea northtast of F J C up
ton Only one minor injury wa5 r Jl d

The tornnuo lodtn storm c ltlsed
rnmion uf dolbrs in dan l ge in t II LU hmDenver It moved nortb throlh wcslem
Weld County with funnel douds to1 re lII

I

II

Ii

I

I By BECKY ORR
When you re a farmer you quicklynalJZe that job securit depends on the un

eontroHabie whims of thi weather
A few minutes of heavy hail or rain atthe Tong time can destro months ofwork

prime example is Wedllcsday s stonn
tn1ch dtunpcd up to 2 inches of rain and 60 bas fanned all his life having learnedsC eralinchcsofhailonWeldCountrlnan the craft from his plrents He and hishor

family moved to Windsor flbout 10 yearsFer most farmers the storm merely agoprevented them from retuminr to their Hojio and his son in4law Bill Sayles growr a in s 0 a ked f i e Ids sugarbeets corn andpintobesusOthersay the rain washed away Its stiit alittle early to tell the extent ofvaluable topsoil which decreases the the damag Hojio said looking outoverland s abUityto absorb moisture a C1Vly planted bean field Maybe itfthcr crops werepelted by marblesized won t be as bad as we thinkhailstones Farmers are assessing the Sayles SUtvcYI d the fields Thursday andd3rrage
said h fears that the 80 to 100 acresof cornnoWeld Co ty Extension Agent Elmer they planted is lost Sayles cstimatcd thetb said that f rms near Johnstown l oss at about 100 anacrewmdsor were hit tile haldest by th But he doesn t think the fields will be arrn

total loss r nd slid that they may replantThe area south of Kodak Colorado was the land inbrans Ifyou canplantitagainreally P01Uldcd byhail he said thi lossis mlllicwl he saidOne of he Canners wbose crops were But Sayles said that the hail did notdanmet d lS 1 r eH jio G WindsJr ojjo cause the bu of the damage Instead it

Its still a little early 0 tell III extent of the
damage Maybe it won t be as biidas we think I

I
1 Windsor farmer

was th inl en e amount of r ain in such R

shortpc rio oftime

S1yk 1 lid thnt a though he
s

n

ar cr lwii hI doct know jf I cs evcr
wjtnes 1 Jh n heavv amount of rainfall

lnlesstht llnllOur stbne

But tll st l luoks on lhebright side Ifit
had be eo J 1 ml it would have betll
wo se

I

I

I Rick Hc kl of W nusor s also tltoS r

ing the da nage Hcri ke ha l about 2GO
acres 0 cO J and adair Carm ablut five
mileswest dGr eley on V S 34

I
It s han o saywhat it did to thecorn

he said tho the hail pelted it duWl pretty
good

Howcl er I rzke isoptimistic that the

I
12

corn canco ne hack To1e stor n hI SOlid
S bad erol1gh bil it liJ nQt wipe 01

hi5 rop
Ted Untl who r Ill OiltlW st f Wind

sor said that altl oJ dl the rJill WW 110l

hid damage was li hL
Mllrvin 1 Jon a f mncr hi JiVe hn

miles north of JJllr l uln e nl11es th l

Iii arCJ recci1ll 12 ilch d r i And
like Lira he d02S not co ider the i IUI2 l

hea We were 11J
ky

he aiJ
TI c heavy fair nil aid d m on

rowtrvps b l a ll Waway tl soil
TIle same grlCS few r liff HuH Hut wl

cawe home rrvm his furmirg chun nCl1

Eerthoud to find his wife spkin slcltpr II

thecellar says tht watcl ldl abkr inon

jsboltornfielrl
lncot Altcrgof still lin s on his far ir i

Windsor nut he is retired rid h ns o J Imot of the farra m Alt rgottl lT U

brlc cse1ped thewrath If lhetorrn IBut althowh he was fortunate thIS tline
Alte gltt h been fAined out and 111liJcj I
out moreliml S thc he d Ike to remembC

Iduring his 39 eI1r fanning carerr

Yea just grit you I teeth he 11 Mid I
gcon I
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