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C O N T R O L L I N G Pigeons 
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P i g e o n s s i m i l a r to t h o s e now living in a s e m i -
w i l d s t a t e in towns and c i t i e s have been c l o s e l y 
a s s o c i a t e d with man s i n c e b e f o r e r e c o r d e d 
h i s t o r y . Or ig inal ly t h e s e b i r d s came f r o m the 
b l u e r o c k pigeon ( C o l u m b a l iv ia ) , o f E u r o p e , 
A s i a , and A f r i c a . The few b i r d s that a r e owned 
by i n d i v i d u a l s can g e n e r a l l y be r e c o g n i z e d by 
n u m b e r e d bands on t h e i r l e g s and should be 
r e t u r n e d t o the i r o w n e r s . 

F e e d i n g of pigeons by b i r d l o v e r s and g r a i n 
s p i l l a g e around e l e v a t o r s , r a i l r o a d sidings, and 
f e e d l o t s a r e s o u r c e s o f food for city p i g e o n s . 
A b u n d a n c e o f s h e l t e r a s s u r e s them p l a c e s t o 
r o o s t and b r e e d . T h e s e f a c t o r s and a s y m -
p a t h e t i c or t o l e r a n t at t i tude toward the b i r d s 
a r e t h e r e a s o n s for t h e i r continued e x i s t e n c e . 
T h e p r e s e n c e o f p igeons a f f o r d s p l e a s u r e t o 
m a n y p e o p l e . H o w e v e r , e x c e s s i v e n u m b e r s o f 
the b i r d s c a u s e p r o p e r t y d e t e r i o r a t i o n a n d c o n -
s t i t u t e a heal th h a z a r d . P i g e o n s play a p a r t in 
the t r a n s m i s s i o n o f o r n i t h o s i s , e n c e p h a l i t i s , 
N e w c a s t l e d i s e a s e , a s p e r g i l l o s i s , thrush , h i s -
t o p l a s m o s i s , c r y p t o c o c c o s i s , t o x o p l a s m o s i s , 
p s e u d o t u b e r c u l o s i s , a v i a n t u b e r c u l o s i s , s a l -
m o n e l l o s i s , and c o c c i d i o s i s , b e s i d e s h a r b o r -
ing m a n y e c t o p a r a s i t e s t h a t will a t tack m a n . 

Roost E l i m i n a t i o n . P igeon n u m b e r s c a n b e r e -
duced by b l o c k i n g a c c e s s to indoor r o o s t s and 
breeding p l a c e s . Openings t o l o f t s , s t e e p l e s , 
vents , e a v e s , and the l i k e , should be b l o c k e d 
with wood, m e t a l , g l a s s , m a s o n r y o r 3 / 4 - i n c h 
r u s t p r o o f e d w i r e m e s h . Roosting o n l e d g e s , 
o r n a m e n t s , and s igns can be d i s c o u r a g e d by 
glues , " p o r c u p i n e w i r e s " , e l e c t r i c a l d e v i c e s , 
3 / 4 " w i r e m e s h , o r nett ing. T h e s e d e v i c e s 
vary i n e f f e c t i v e n e s s . While w i r e m e s h i s 
m o r e p e r m a n e n t , netting such a s p l a s t i c i z e d 
paper m e s h o r nylon " m i s t " n e t s with lead 
weights m a y b e c h e a p e r and e a s i e r t o i n s t a l l . 
C h e m i c a l compounds o r " g l u e s " m a k e r o o s t s 
sticky and u n c o m f o r t a b l e for the b i r d s . They 
can be s p r e a d in heavy ribbons on l e d g e s or 
sprayed o n t r e e s . Spray a p p l i c a t i o n s a r e 
s h o r t - l i v e d , but s o m e compounds appl ied in 
heavy b a n d s to ledges will r e m a i n e f f e c t i v e up 
t o t h r e e y e a r s . The " g l u e s " a r e m e s s y and 
diff icult to r e m o v e f r o m bui ldings , u n l e s s tape 
is f i r s t a p p l i e d to the roosting a r e a s . 

R e m o v a l o f N e s t s . Populat ions of p i g e o n s c a n 
be r e d u c e d by des t roying their n e s t s and eggs 
at t w o - w e e k i n t e r v a l s during the s p r i n g and 
s u m m e r m o n t h s . Use a hook f a s t e n e d to the 
end of a long pole to t e a r down n e s t s under 
eaves and the l i k e . 

F r i g h t e n i n g D e v i c e s . N o i s e - m a k i n g m a c h i n e s 
are u s u a l l y dis turbing to h u m a n s , but have 
l i t t le p e r m a n e n t e f f e c t on r o o s t i n g p igeons . 
High f r e q u e n c y sound v i b r a t i o n s , inaudib le to 
humans , a r e usual ly inef fec t ive i n s c a r i n g 
pigeons . Revolv ing l ights or waving c o l o r e d 
f lags and b a l l o o n s l i k e w i s e have l i t t l e or no 
e f fec t . 

Shooting R o m a n c a n d l e s o r f i r e c r a c k e r s , into 
r o o s t s a r e t e m p o r a r i l y e f fec t ive i n moving 
b i r d s . S t r e a m s o f w a t e r will a l s o m o v e pigeons 



from r o o s t s but i f pyrotechnics or s t r e a m s of 
water a r e to be e f f e c t i v e , they mast be p e r s i s -
tently used unti l the b i r d s have e s t a b l i s h e d 
themse lves e l s e w h e r e . 

Trapping. P i g e o n s may be taken in t raps p l a c e d 
on buildings and other l ikely loca t ions . One 
very e f f e c t i v e t r a p u s e s a door made of swing-
ing, l igh t -weight rods . As these rods m o v e 
only inward, the b i rds cannot return through 
the t rap d o o r . P lans for making and operat ing 
traps are c o n t a i n e d in OSA-7 "Trapping b i r d s . " 

Shooting. Consul t local pol ice regulat ions b e -
fore shooting pigeons. T h e r e a r e r e s t r i c t i o n s 
against the u s e of f i r e a r m s within most c o r p o -
rate l i m i t s . Where p e r m i s s i b l e , p e r s i s t e n t 
shooting with . 2 2 c a l i b e r r i f l e s (using a m m u n i -
tion loaded with fine shot or s h o r t - r a n g e " B B " 
pel lets) , . 4 1 0 gauge shotguns, or h igh-powered 
air r i f les c a n e l iminate a smal l f lock f r o m a 
given a r e a . 

Poisoning. Although poisoned baits a r e e f f e c -
tive and r e a s o n a b l y safe when used by e x p e r -
ienced p e r s o n s , this contro l method is not r e -
commended f o r the genera l public. Most poi-
sons a r e t o x i c to animals in general and t h e r e 
is danger in exposing them. However, should 

conditions make the use of poison n e c e s s a r y , 
the following method will produce r e s u l t s . 
Winter is the b e s t t i m e to expose poisoned 
b a i t s . 

Preba i t ing . P r e b a i t i n g with unpoisoned g r a i n 
is important . S e l e c t a f lat roof or other l ike ly 
place where pigeons can be encouraged to f e e d . 
Distr ibute the bai t spar ingly at f i r s t . I f pigeons 
a r e not a t t rac ted to the spot, t ry another p l a c e . 
Whole corn , poultry s c r a t c h feed or a mix ture 
of f ive parts whole c o r n to one part of wheat is 
usually acceptable under m o s t condit ions. 
However, o b s e r v e their grain p r e f e r e n c e and 
be guided accordingly in mixing the poisoned 
bai t . It is p r e f e r a b l e that prebait ing be done 
by the same person with the s a m e identif iable 
clothing each day f o r a week or m o r e . Fol low 
with a l ibera l amount of poisoned m a t e r i a l . 

P r e p a r a t i o n of P o i s o n e d B a i t . Make a paste 
of 3 ounces of laundry g loss s t a r c h in 1 / 2 - c u p 
cold water ; add 2 cups boiling w a t e r and s t i r 
until f r e e of lumps ; add 1 ounce powdered 
s trychnine alkaloid and 1 ounce baking soda, 
s t i r wel l . Apply to 8 pounds of c o r n - w h e a t 
bai t . Shovel or s t i r . Spread out thinly and 
allow to dry. P l a c e a "POISON" label on a l l 
c o n t a i n e r s . 



A colony of pigeons tends to use r e g u l a r 
feeding and r o o s t i n g a r e a s and can s o m e -
t i m e s b e c o n t r o l l e d b y in tens ive t r a p p i n g . 

G e n e r a l R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
Set t r a p s in i n c o n s p i c u o u s p laces w h e r e 
pigeons c o m m o n l y r o o s t or f e e d and 
where they a r e not apt to be m o l e s t e d . 
Roof tops that have w a t e r f r o m a i r c o n -
ditioning units a r e e x c e l l e n t t r a p p i n g 
p l a c e s i n the s u m m e r t i m e . 

S m a l l t r a p s can be u s e d e f f e c t i v e l y , but 
i a r g e r w a l k - i n t y p e s a r e b e t t e r . T h e y 
should be e a s y to d i s m a n t l e . I t i s i m -
portant to b a i t the t r a p with the k ind of 
food the b i r d s a r e e a t i n g . Whole c o r n 
and g r a i n s o r g h u m a r e g e n e r a l l y good 
b a i t s . S c a t t e r a s m a l l amount outs ide 
the t r a p door to a t t r a c t the b i r d s . K e e p 
a g e n e r o u s quanti ty of bai t on the f l o o r 
ins ide and n e a r the t r a p door a t a l l t i m e s . 
Water should a l s o be ava i lab le in t r a p s . 
One or two decoy b i r d s in the t r a p wi l l 
tend to draw other b i r d s . Leave the s a m e 
individuals in the t r a p . L i g h t - c o l o r e d 
birds m a k e b e t t e r l u r e s than d r a b , b l u e -
g r a y o n e s . T r a p p e d b i r d s should b e r e -
moved f requent ly as too many f l u t t e r i n g 
around wil l tend to s c a r e o t h e r s away 
B i r d s m a r k e d with leg bands should be 
r e t u r n e d to t h e i r o w n e r s or turned over 
to the l o c a l humane s o c i e t y . 

L O F T T R A P S 
B i r d s often use a t t i c s , unused upper 
s t o r i e s i n i n d u s t r i a l bui ldings , d e s e r t e d 
f a c t o r i e s or p a r t i a l l y used bui ldings as 
nes t and roos t ing s i t e s . T h e s e door 
r o o s t s c a n be m a d e into product ive t r a p s 
by c l o s i n g them up with s c r e e n i n g or 
p l a s t i c . L e a v e one or two e n t r a n c e s open 

until the b i r d s b e c o m e a c c u s t o m e d to 
using them. T h e n fit the e n t r a n c e s with 
t r a p doors w h i c h can be c l o s e d f r o m the 
outside at night a f t e r the b i rds h a v e 
s e t t l e d down. T h e t rapped b i rds c a n 
then be caught by hand or with ne t s . 

F U N N E L T R A P S 
A s imple t r a p c a n be e a s i l y made of 1 x 
2 inch welded w i r e with a 1 - 1 / 2 inch "V" 
opening. T h i s i s kept f r o m springing shut 
b y l a r g e n a i l s . P igeons a r e a t t r a c t e d t o 
a s m a l l amount of bait s c a t t e r e d at the 
e n t r a n c e . T h e y s e e m o r e bait i n s i d e 
the t rap and f o r c e the i r way through the 
s m a l l opening. 

A var ia t ion of the above c a n be made by 
having the funnel on an inc l ined b o a r d . 
P igeons pick up b a i t , s q u e e z e their way 
through the opening , then hop down 4 to 
6 inches to the f l o o r of the t r a p . T h i s 
u se of an i n c l i n e d board tends to k e e p 
trapped b i r d s away f r o m the e n t r a n c e . 

Var ious s h a p e s c a n be u t i l i zed in m a k i n g 
funnel t r a p s . T h e l i l y - p a d and c l o v e r -
l e a f shape t r a p s a r e e a s y to set up and 
peg to the g r o u n d . 

t r a p p i n g P i g e o n s 



BOB-TYPE TRAP 

L i l y - p a d T r a p 

This t r a p is capable of l a r g e daily 
ca tches and enab l e s a person to enter 
and remove the b i rds through a s m a l l 
door cons t ruc ted in the end of the t r ap 
Although l a r g e t r a p s a r e p r e f e r r e d , good 
ca tches have been made with poultry 
c r a t e s and other s m a l l e n c l o s u r e s . 

The cons t ruc t ion of a t r ap with 1 x 2 inch 
m a t e r i a l is d e s i r a b l e so as to r educe the 
weight , which is a factor if the t r a p is to 
be moved . The use of bolts and the con-
s t ruct ion of the t r a p in f ive sec t ions will 
f a c i l i t a t e d i sman t l i ng . 

The door or en t r ance through which pi-
geons a r e l u r e d i s the pr inc ip le feature 
of a t r a p . Indiv idua l , f ree - swing ing 
" b o b s " , a s i l l u s t r a t e d , a r e m o s t p rac t -
ca l and s u c c e s s f u l . The b o b s can be 
made of heavy a luminum w i r e or l i gh t 
weight m e t a l r o d s . I t is important that 
they swing upward and inward e a s i l y and 
drop back smooth ly into s lo ts at the base 
of the door . 

C l o v e r - l e a f Trap 
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