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Quick Facts 
A rental location agency is regulated by law 

and must be licensed by the Colorado 
Real Estate Commission. 

A person considering rental property should 
check the reputation of the prospective 
landlord, examine the liveability of the 
rental housing with respect to certain 
standards—such as environment, health 
and safety, services, utilities, etc—and 
inspect the rental unit thoroughly. 

The Colorado Fair Housing Act prohibits 
discrimination of any kind in the trans-
fer, sale, rental or leasing of most rental 
property. 

Selection of a roommate should be done 
with regard to certain legal, financial and 
personal implications that may affect the 
living group later. 

Rental Location 
As soon as a person knows rental housing will 

be needed, the search should begin. The earlier a 
person starts looking, the more likely is the pros-
pect of finding satisfactory arrangements. 

Local sources of information for available rentals 
include newspapers, realtors, the housing off ice of 
nearby colleges and universities and bulletin boards 
in public locations (i.e., supermarkets, laundro-
mats). A person should check all local sources of 
information. 

A rental location agency also may be useful in 
locating an apartment or house. 

Rental Location Agencies 
A rental location agency is regulated by law. 

The fol lowing guidelines have been established to 
protect clients of such agencies: 

—The agency must be licensed by the Colorado 
Real Estate Commission. 

—If the agency does not have listings to fit the 
client's specifications after two weeks of consistent 
effort, all but $10 of the fee is to be refunded. 

—It is unlawful to knowingly refer a client to 

d) 

e) 
f) 

a) a nonexistent address; 
b ) property which is not for lease; 
c ) property which does not meet the cli-

ent's specifications; 
property which rents for a different price 
than that quoted by the rental location 
agent; 
property which already has been rented; 
property listed without the consent of 
the landlord. 

When considering the use of a rental location 
agent, a person should consider the fol lowing: 

—All available sources of free listings should 
be used first. 

—A person should be very specific about the 
type of place desired. If there is a contract provided 
for this purpose, desired extras—such as a fenced 
yard, garage or driveway, close proximity to campus 
or another specified area, or other things—should 
be listed. 

—The rental service should be used to its 
maximum effectiveness. A person should find out 
how many calls a day are permitted or if a daily 
visit to the of f ice to copy listings is expected. 

—A person should keep a copy of each listing 
given by the agent. 

—Some agencies have a policy of allowing more 
than one party to share a contract and split the 
fee (if they are looking for the same type of place). 
An inquiry about this possibility should be made 
and taken advantage of if it is available. 

—If problems or questions develop, a person 
can contact the Colorado Real Estate Commission 
Enforcement Division, 110 State Service Building, 
1525 Sherman St., Denver, Colo. 80203 (telephone: 
303/892-2633). Complaints must be submitted in 
writing. 

Selection of Rental Property 
There are several considerations in the selection 

of desirable rental property: 
—Reputation and practices of prospective land-

lord. The best way to check this is to question the 
present tenants. A visit to the rental unit of in-
terest to find out how satisfied the residents are 
with the landlord, especially regarding repairs, rent 
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lord or manager, is a wise idea. 
—.Liveability of rental housing. Factors to be 

dwellings, general neighborhood, access to public 

local police), pets (allowability or restrictions on 

streets and walks, police protection, building security 

view from windows, interior space, privacy, storage, 

arrangement, size of rooms, sound insulation, light 
ing, efficiency and convenience of kitchen and dining 
areas, appliances, work areas, adequate storage. 

Utilities-heating and cooling systems, tele-

venient light switches, ventilation to exterior in 
bath and kitchen, low plumbing noise level. 

writing with the landlord for these to be done by 
a stated date. A damage inventory should be made 

in, see Service in Action sheet 9.903.) 

Discrimination 

crimination on the basis of race, creed, color, sex, 
national origin, ancestry, marital status or religion. 
This prohibition concerns the transfer, sale, rental 

of discrimination as prohibited in the Fair Housing 
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Choosing Roommates 

group for which many persons do not seem to be 

-Spending habits: How much can a person 
afford to pay for rent, utilities, phones, etc.? What 
standard of living is each individual group member 

Level of heating and air conditioning. Will 

—Eating habits, special diets, cooking habits. 
-Length of lease and commitment to living unit. 

with is that of joint and several liability. Most individuals assume that, when everyone signs a common lease or contract, each individual is re-

separate contracts, this is true; however, the ma-
jority of contracts or leases is handled in a way 

entire on£roommate moves out witiumt paying^his 

silSity for damages. Roommates have recourse by 

^ (For more information on renting, see Service 


